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PIX CUT COSTS SCOUTING TV FACES — 








Film Theatres Point to Better Product TELE nT 
As Key to Upped Biz; Weakies Still Bad )¢ 7A\ FY 


Improved tone at film boxoffices + 


throughout the country, which con- | 
tinued during the past week, is| 
being coupled by exhibs with a 
plea for more and better product. 
They’re chalking up an important 
part of the recent gain to strong | 
films, pointing out that mediocre | 
and weakie pictures are doing as 
poorly as or worse than ever. 

“As long as we're forced to use 
more weak pictures than strong 
ones: to fill out our bills, business 
is going to be off,” one national 
exhib leader and circuit operator 
said in New York this week. “We're 
doing exceptionally well with the 
big pictures, but we can’t seem to 
sustain grosses or build any per- 
manent business because we can’t 
get enough of this strong product.” 

Nevertheless, check of circuit 
and indie operators yesterday 
(Tues.) disclosed that the improve- 
ment at the b.o.s, which began to 
be felt at the start of the year, 
continued through the past week- | 
end. Grosses are still running gen- 
erally behind those of a year ago. | 
However, the spread is less than | 
it was in the latter months of 1950. 
And the dog month that exhibs 
usually expect of January, follow- 
ing the big Christmas-New Year's 
week, has not materialized. 

Showmen are continuing cau- 
tious about welcoming the hypoed 
tone at the b.o. as anything more 
than a passing phase. They want 
to wait quite a ‘ew more weeks 
before tossing any hats into the 
air. They remember last sum- 








It’s Tough to Produce 


Commie Pix These Days 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 

It certainly looked like a 
Commie plot all along the way 
when Warners began running into 
trouble filming “I Was a Commun- 
nist for FBI.” 

First, no printshop would turn 
out needed subversive handbills for 
fear outsiders, getting hold of one 
and noting the union stamp, would 
point a finger at the shop. Job 


finaliy was done on studio hand- 
press. Then a group of visitors 
set up clamor when they saw a 
truck towing large sign reading 


“Free Coffee and Donuts Donated 

By Communist Party of USA.” 
Finally, the studio had to assign 

a propman to lock up a large 


framed photo of Stalin nightly af-| 


ter the day’s shooting. Someone 
took the original home for a sou- 
venir. 





See Pix Battling 


Tele Eventually 
For Raw Stock 





mer’s bulge, which was followed | 


by two lower-depth months, 
tember and October. 
All exhibs agree that the im- 


(Continued on page 55) 


Sep- 





Washington, Jan. 30. 
Television and film industries 





/easier to sell the boy or gal to! 





the kid jerking sodas behind a 


| hinterland drugstore fountain, or | 
the lass slinging hash in an Ashta- | 


bula beanery, had a chance at be-| 
ing spotted by a film talent scout | 
and shucked off west for a build- 
up to. stardom. Talent scouts 
aren’t getting to hinterland drug- 
stores or Ashtabula beaneries— 
they’re doing their scouting by 
television. 

TV has rapidly become only sec- 
ond to Broadway as a showcase for 
potential film players. It used to 
be that eastern talent departments 
sent corps of Daniel Boones beat- 
ing the college play and little the- 
atre bushes. Then came the heavy 
economy axings of 1947 and 1948, 
and the backwoods talent searches 
were cut to a minimum to save 
coin. And now TV is making them 
superfluous. 

The new-faces departments are) 
having such a time keeping up with | 
the plethora of fresh talent being 
exhibited on tele that there’s little 
time to send their shortened staffs 
on the road. In any case, it ap- 
pears pointless to unpocket coin 
for touring when all the potential 
talent that studio staffs could ever 
look at is being showcased daily in 
the living room. 


Beyond that, seasoned scouts 


have a more subtle reason for pre- 


If they do 
it’s much 


ferring TV to the road. 





SOURCE 


The day is rapidly waning when_ 





Sen. Kefauver Hottest 
Draw on Gabfest Circuit 


Hottest draw in the lecture field 
currently is Sen. Estes Kefauver 
(D., Tenn.), chairman of the Senate 
Crime _ Investigation Committee, 
whose committee efforts have been 
steady front-page news for weeks. 
Senator has been on the National 
Concert & Artists Corp. popular 
division list for three seasons, but 
interest has sharply hypoed in him 
this year. Solon is available for 
limited time before or after ses- 
sions of Congress, and occasionally 
fits in dates over a weekend other- 
wise, although while Congress is 
normally in session he prohibits it. 

Sen. Kefauver has promised to 
do only four weeks next season— 
_and two are already sold out. 





Ballads Regain 


Pacemaker Role 


In Tin Pan Alley 





see someone they like, 


‘their studio bosses if they have 


may soon be battling it out for. 
raw film stock, which has become | 


as important to TV as it is to the | 
| picture business. Despite assur- 
ances from both the Government | 
and raw stock distributors that no 


rationing is imminent, drainage of 
increasing amounts of footage by | 


Civilian Defense Group 








To Recommend Theatres 
Close During Air Raids 


Washington, Jan. 30. 


Civilian Defense Administration | 


is expected to recommend that the- 
atres 
tacks, in a CDA policy statement 
due within the next 48 hours. It 
will also ask theatres to shutter. on 
— of a probable air bombing at- 
ack. 

However the agency — present 
equivalent of the wartime Office of 
Civilian Defense—is expected to 
make this purely a request. It has’ 
no plans for ordering or compelling 
theatres to follow its recommenda: | 
tions. Any such would have to. 
— from local policing authori- | 
ies 

While CDA will take no official 
Stand on morale and the theatres, 
unofficially it feels theatres should 
Operate, except when air raids are 
expected or are actually taking | 
place. During World War II, the- | 
atres were regardea as good | 
Sources of relaxation and recrea- 
tion for the pop'lation; the same | 


feeling exists now in Government} 
Circles, 


; : ,tional Production Authority, 
close down during air at-| 


| meet 


the armed forces has already 
'ereated critical shortages in film | 
laboratories. As a result, both film 
and video execs fear some sort of | 


| 
| 


‘rationing similar to that in effect | 


'during World War II. 

Nathan D. Golden, of the Na- 
with members of the Motion Pic- 
_ture Assn. of America in New York 
last week to urge their strict con- 
servation of film usage as an alter- 


|native to rationing. But the fact 


that the major companies at the 
indulged in considerable 
bickering among themselves over 
how best to conserve is believed 
to indicate their anxiety over the 


| situation. TV execs, for their part, 


‘have not yet been questioned by 
(Continued on page 53) 








New Kind of Hit 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Major studio here has been 
reactivating the bomb shelters 
it prepared during the last 
war. Which led an electrician 
assigned to the job last week 
to remark: 

“I don’t know why. This lot 
hasn't had a hit in five years.” 


met | 


tele credits. No matter how poor 

or minor the show, the Hollywood- | 

ites appear to be impressed by the 
(Continued on page 52) 


‘Life With Father 





By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Reversion of the music industry to | 
the pattern of former eras, when 
worthwhile ballads were the pace- 


'makers, is seen in the current dom- 


ination of the hit lists by such | 
numbers. 
have been hoping for such a de- 


velopment for a long time and the 


current emergence of solid pops, 


Both pubs and diskeries | 


f) WAY Bergen Frightened at Casualty Toll 


Of Top Comedians in Television 


By BERT BRILLER 


Because “it’s a frightening thing 
the way video is destroying com- 
edy talent,”’ Edgar Bergen feels the 
decision on how much TV he will 
do in his next contract will be a 
toughie. “Networks and agencies,” 
he told Vartety, “have done prac- 
tically nothing to protect comics 
from becoming tele casualties and 
hurting their value in radio.” 

“T’ve seen fine, finished artists who 
have become mediocre in tele,” 
Bergen said. “With today’s tax 
situation, it’s necessary for per- 
formers to spread out their earn- 
ing careers. For that reason I’ve 
always felt a polished performer 
shouldn’t burn himself out by tele- 
vising more than once a month.” 

Bergen, who did special Thanks- 
giving and Christmas telecasts for 
Coca-Cola, will do another stint for 
the soft drink on CBS-TV around 
April 1. Like the previous shows, 
which took about a week apiece 
to lens, it will be on film, which 
he deems the only way of keep- 
ing high standards. He cited 
some comics whose bits, although 
| proven on Broadway and in vaude, 
'had flopped in live TV because of 
| insufficient camera rehearsal, 
sloppy production or unresponsive 
studio audiences. Many tix-holders 

(Continued on page 55) 








Church Censorship Of 
_ TV Programming Seen 
In Priests’ Sermonizing 


Threats of outside censorship 
loomed over the television indus- 
try again this week with reports 
| that Catholic priests in the metro- 





Nets 6,000% So Far 


“Life with Father,” already the 
top money-maker of legit history, 
has just paid another $100,000 
dividend, bringing its total profits 
so far to slightly over $1,500,000 
or 6,000°, on its $25,000 invest- 
ment. Income from the Oscar 
Serlin production is still coming in 
and will apparently do so indef- 
initely. 


Most of the recent melon was 


from the Warner screen version, 
which has thus far grossed approx- 


imately $5,800,000 in the domestic , 
The legit | 
edition grossed about $10,150,000 | 


and foreign markets. 


in its record-breaking Broadway 


and road runs, 
ture deal 
rangement based on a percentage 
of the film gross (rather than the 
net), has been instrumental in run- 


‘ning up the unprecedented payoff. 


The recent $100,000 dividend 
represents the return on the show 
from the year 1950. The last pre- 
vious payment, covering 1949, 
amounted to about $80,000. The | 


, Warner deal, set in 1942, calls for | 


(Continued on page 55) 


together with the virtual disappear- | politan New York area are advis- 
ance of the mercurial novelties, is ing their congregations on the TV 
regarded as an augur of a healthy | shows considered unacceptable to 


Fact that the pic- | 
involved a unique ar- | 


future. 
Not only are the ballads show- 
(Continued on page 37) 


ithe Church. High-ranking Catho- 


‘lic dignitaries, so far as could be 
(Continued on page 52) 
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THE HOUR OF CHARM 


| All Girl Orchestra and Choir 
| Conducted by PHIL SPITALNY 


Currently MIAMI BEACH, Fla. 


LORD TARLETON HOTEL 


YOU 


BUT YOU) 


# 20-4020 
#47-4020 








and her Magic Violin 
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Glamorous Big-Brass ‘Amateur Hour’ 


In D.C. Racks 


Washington, Jan. 30. + 


Just about every bigshot in 
Washington was either onstage or 
in the audience Thursday night 
(25) for Ted Mack’s second annual 
“Amateur Hour” at Constitution 
Hall. ‘(Review on page 24.) 

With most of the regular big 
winter affairs cancelled because of 
the uncertain international situa- 
tion. the “Amateur Hour” stood 
out like Washington Monument on 
the D. C. entertainment scene. 

Sponsored this year by the Wom- 
en's National Press Club, ticket 
sale proceeds were all earmarked 
for the kitty of the reactivated 
USO. Since Lorillard Tobacco 
picked up the tab for the entire 
affair, USO pocketed between 
$14.000 and $15,000. 

First big affair to raise coin for 
the agency. it proved even more 
valuable to USO as a publicity bo- 
nanza. Because of top-name peo- 
ple involved, the show plans and 
rehearsals cot national publicity 
and USO. of course, came in for 
a plug. Show itself went over the 
ABC network for 45 minutes, with 
its dedication to the USO. Finally 
there was the airer’s aftermath of 
publicity and pictures, largely 
based upon the introduction of the 
“most important man of the year,” 
who turned out to be Anthony J. 
Troilo, a GI wounded in Korea, 
who introduced by Sec. of 
State Dean Acheson and _ photo- 
graphed with President Truman. 
Troilo represented the American 
fighting man in the stirring wind- 


was 


up of the aired portion of the 
show. 
Aftershow, which featured the 


acts with more visual than sound 
value, came in for a generally sock 
reception from the packed audi- 
torium. There were such features 
as a top name “Charleston” line 
which included wives of senators, 
members of Congress and other 
prominent Washingtonians; a Dior 
fashion show whose models were 
such well-known women as wives 
of two Supreme Court justices 
and four members of the Cabinet; 
a square-dance troupe with equally 
big-name steppers; a special dance 
group flown over from Greece by 
the Greek Ambassador, etc. 

Windup was a massing of the 
colors and a musical presentation 
by the official bands of the Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps. 
Overall show was be‘ter and bet- 
ter staged than the first one last 
year. Presence of the President 
and Mrs. Truman also added to the 
giamor of the affair, regarded as 
one of the smoothest jobs present- 
ed here in a long time. 


Oldfield Back in D. C. 


From Plugging Ike’s Tour 
Washington, Jan. 30. 

Air Force Lt. Col. Barney Old- 
field, onetime VarteETY mugg and 
ex-Warner publicist, reported back 
to Washington over the weekend 
on his public relations tour for 
General Eisenhower. Oldfield, who 
served on a team of three advance- 
men for the general’s tour of Eu- 
rope, reported that the drumbeat- 
ing trio covered over 13,000 miles 
in 12 countries, setting up 13 press 
conferences for the Defense top- 
per. Oldfield’s press companions 
included Air Force Lt. Col. John 
Virden, Maj. Walter Griscti, and 
Col. Frank Dorn. 

Oldfield planes to Germany at 
week’s end to take up his post as 
p.r. officer with Gen. Norstad in 
Weisbaden. Germany. 





Up $15,000 for USO 





Hollywood Pix Won't —~ | 
Be Short on Fashions 


Paris, Jan. 30. 

Hollywood is safe. Femme styles | 
in pix won’t be outmoded before 
the films are released—a chance 
that the lensers take every time) 
they make a pie for distribution 
a vear or more hence. 

Advance info on the seasonal ! 
showings by the leading couturiers 


here is that the length of dresses 
will be practically unchanged 


They will, however, be cut a trifle 
broader. 


Talent Unions Mull 
Freeze, Eye Ways 
To Up Pay Scale 


Talent reps and show business 
unions are studying the wage freeze 
order to figure if and how pay 
scales can be upped. Generally they 
feel the situation is stil] too con- 
fused to make definite plans, but! 
see some methods to up pay. 

Since theatre admissions were 
not frozen those dependent on the 
boxoffice for their income will not 
be troubled. However, if they try 
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WILL MAHONEY | 








THE INIMITABLE 
Currently 
CAPITOL, WASHINGTON 
Return Engagement 
where Richard L. Coe in The Wash- 


ington Post (Jan. 26) said “Will 
Mahoney headlines the stage bill 
and a goud (thing, loo Will’s act I 
insist s the funniest of our diys 


pe iran 


ans ] 


i 
vaudeville , 
) Will.” 


tee vou'll 1 ate wl 
Represented by | 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP | 





Riot Squad Called When 
Hildegarde Resumes Old 
M’w’kee Dept. Store Stand 


30. 
rec- 


Jan. 
all 


Milwaukee, 
Hildegarde is breaking 


ords at the Empire Room, Schroe- 
der hotel here, with chanteuse be- 
ing held over for two extra days, 


to hike thei: percentage figures or Feb. 6-7. Hometown miss, who, 
to get onto a percentage basis opened Thursday (25), has sold out 
from a straight fee they may have all performances of the 400-seat 


tu get official consent. room, doing one show per night 
Where there have been estab- With matinee on Saturday and 
lished salary review plans in op-| Sunday, with $1 cover on week 


eration. channels exist for raising Nights and $1.50 over the week- 


salaries and wages. Most of the 
networks have such setups. NBC 
policy of annual review and merit 


raises has been in operation for | 0M Singer 
place at 


nine years and was approved dur- 
ing the last war. CBS last week 


end. 
patrons Saturday (27). 


Management crowded in 465 


Press devoted half-page spread 
and when she took her 
her former department 


store counter job, a_ police riot 


sent an inter-office memo to staff- |Sauad had to break up the crowds. 


ers that it expected to be permit- 
ted to increase salaries under its 
review plan. Web added that the 
Director of Price Stabilization had 
given his unofficial opinion that 
newspapers and __ broadcasting, 
which are exempted from price 
control, will be exempt from the | 
wage freeze. 

What complicates the picture for 


, talent unions is that as yet no for- 


mulas have been announced under 
, Which hikes could be won. During 
the last war AFRA radio perform- 
_ers were able to gain boosts under | 
various formulas, such as the Little | 
Steel, sub-standard rates, escala-| 
tor clauses or other machinery for. 
ironing out inequities. 
George Heller, Television Au- 
thority executive secretary, is now 
in Washington conferring with 
Wage Stabilization Board oefficiats 
to determine the board’s views. ’ 
Freeze doesn’t affect profession- 
als, such as doctors and lawyers, 
but it is not probable that talent 
will be permitted to escape regu- 
lation as professionals. During the 
last war performers were permit- 
ted to get “normal” increases, but 
where an act shot from obscurity 
to name status it was frequently | 
hard to get a comparable pay boost. 
Argument can be made that an) 
act’s career is short-lived and that 
therefore temporary popularity 
should be recognized incomewise. 
However, on a war-footing the Gov- 
(Continued on page 16) 
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Hildegarde returns to four-a-day 
at the Orpheum, Omaha, Feb. 8, 


and then does two weeks at the 
Olympic hotel, Seattle, Feb. 17. 
She then starts a three-week en- 


gagement at the Mark Hopkins, 
San Francisco, March 17. 





Harry Brandt Heads | 
Jewish Appeal Drive 


Harry Brandt, head of the Brandt 
circuit and prez of the Independ- | 
ent Theatre Owners Assn. of New| 
York, last week was named chair- 
man of the Joint Defense Appeal 
Campaign Cabinet which ts launch- 
ing a national $6,000,000 fund-rais- 
ing drive in behalf of the American 
Jewish Committee and the Anti- 
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith. | 

In accepting the post, Brandt | 
said he was “both happy and dis- 
mayed—happy because of the ad- 
vances that have been made in re-. 
cent years to end numerous time- 
encrusted patterns of prejudice in 
our national life; dismayed because 
so much more remains to be done 
to remove these patterns com-, 
pletely.” 


Nov. Very Slow At 


Nation’s Boxoffices 


Washington, Jan. 30. 
November was very slow at the 
turnstiles, according to admissions 
tax figures just reported by the) 
Bureau of Internal Revenue. Uncle | 
Sam's admission tax receipts for | 
December, generally reflecting saa | 





vember at the boxoffice, amounted 
to only $26,822.501. This was about | 
$7,500,000 behind tax collections | 
for the preceding month and nearly 
$7,000,000 short o1 the receipts for 
December, 1949. 

About 80° of the taxes repre- 


sent business done by motion pic- | 


ture theatres. 

The 20% gouge on nitery checks 
amounted to $3,218,135 for the 
month, which was also a dive. It 
was over $900.000 behind the pre- 
ceding month and about $300,000 
short of the December, 1949, figure. 

Broacway did better than the na- 
tional trend. The amusement tax 
receipts in New York’s 3rd Internal 
Revenue District all of Manhattan 
above 23rd street) came to $4,496.- 
887. This was about $150,000 over 
the preceding month, although it 
was nearly $1,000,000 back of the 
,; Same month of 1949, 


| outlaw, 


| conflict of decision 


Storm Raging in Germany Against 
Release of Ist Postwar Harlan Pic 





Kidnapping Yarn Prepped 
By Lupino-Young Co. 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 

Ida Lupino huddled in Palm 
Springs with F. D. Damron, one ot 
the prospectors kidnapped by the 
Villiam Cook, and carried 
into Mexico as a hostage. 

Understood Dawron’s story will 
form the basis of a picture to be 
produced by Filmakers, indie com- 
pany headed by Miss Lupino and 
Collier Young. 


Lester Cole Asks 


Supreme Court To 
Hear Suit Anpeal 


Washington, Jan. 30. 

Lester Cole asked the U. S. Su- 
preme Court vesterday ‘Mon.) to 
hear an appeal in his breach-of- 
contract suit against Loew's, Inc. 

Cole, one of the “Hollywood un- 
friendly 10” serving a prison sen- 
tence for contempt of Congress, 
charged that the 9th circuit court 
of appeals misconceiyed the facts 
when it overturned a district court 
ruling in his favor. Metro screen- 
writer was suspended by the studio 
following the October, 1947, hear- 
ing before the Hou-e Un-American 
Activities Committee, where he re- 
fused to answer question of wheth- 
er he was a Communist. 

“To permit an appellate court to 
reverse a trial court through the 
process of reweighing facts and in- 
ferences Wuuld defeat the functions 
of the trial judge, place impossible 
burdens upon appellate courts, and 
leave litigants in a constant state 
of uncertainty,” asserted the brief. 

“Since the entire motion picture 
industry is concentrated in the 9th 
circuit and since motion picture 
artists’ contracts contain provi- 
sions similar to paragraph 5, litiga- 
tion elsewhere, witX& a _ resulting 
as to the law 
applicable to these moral cases un- 
der similar circumstances, is im- 
probable. 

“Judicial sanction for the avoid- 
ance upon political groungs of the 
pledged word and the deprivation 
of a person’s property rights under 
a written agreement raises import- 





ant questions of constitutional law | 


which have not heretofore been 
decided by this court. 

“If the ruling of the court of 
appeals stands, it will mean that 
employers may with impunity de- 
prive persons of their livelihoods 
unless they comply with the same 


or similar political conditions, and | 


this despite the fact that the em- 
ployment is pursuant to a binding 
agreement, containing no such con- 


dition, solemnly entered into by 
the emplover. 
“The court of appeals ... exer- 


cising u governmental function, has 
upheld the suspension of a person 
from his employment because of 
his refusal to take a non-Commu- 
nist oath and comply with other 
political conditions even if he as- 
suredly violated no provision of his 
written agreement.” 





Sugar-Coated Tieup 
Between RKO, NBC 


Theatre candy concessions figure 
importantly in the $2,000 weekly 
purchase of time on WNBC and 


WNBT, N. Y., by RKO Theatres. 


Chain has agreed to carry in its 40 
metropolitan houses all the sweets 


advertised by the two NBC outlets, | 


which gives the stations un added 
pull in attracting candy adver- 
tisers. 

RKO Theatres will have partici- 
pating announcements on WNBC's 
Skitch Henderson show and on 
WNBT’s “Date in Manhattan,” in 
addition to other daily spots. Pix 
and the RKO houses will be 
plugged on AM and TV, with the 
theatres screening trailers on NBC 


talent. Deal was set by NBC gen- |! 


eral manager Ted Cott and RKYD 


+ By GEORGE F. GAAL 


| Frankfurt, 
Germany’s most bitter cultural 
battle, presently under way, is 
aimed at stopping the release of 
the first postwar film of Veit Har. 
lan, Nazi Germany’s top pic di- 
rector. Practically all factions of 
German artistic life have joined in 
the fight, which is regarded with 
sympathy by Ajlied authorities and 
as a show of the democratic idea’s 
strength among German artists. 
The controversy about Harlan 
started last year, when he was 
twice acquitted by Hamburg de- 
nazification courts on charges of 


Jan. 23. 


‘committing crimes against human- 


ity by directing the extremely anti- 
Semitic film, “Jud Suess” (“The 
Jew Suess”), during Nazi times. 
However, explaining the verdict of 
the second trial, the court noted 
that it was reached because of lack 
of evidence that the film has con- 
tributed to the persecution and 
murder of Jews. The overt U. S, 
High Commission organ, “Neue 
Zeitung,” said the court's explana- 
tion “equals a moral verdict of 
guilty.” After the trials, Harlan 
started to work in Goettingen on 
his film, “The Undying Lover,” 


produced by Domnick Film, and 
completed late last year. 
Then Erich Lueth, Socialist 


press chief of Hamburg, called for 
a boycott. Harlan, along’ with 
Domnick Film and Herzog Verleih, 
the distributors, sued for an in- 
junction on the boycott and won 
the suit. Lueth’s appeal is sched- 
uled to be heard by the Hamburg 
supreme state court Feb. 20. The 
suit produced great public indig- 
nation, and messages supporting 
Lueth began to pour in. Among 
the firsts to condemn  Harlan’'s 
comeback with Edmund Schopen, 
chairman of the Bavarian exhib- 
itors. This was followed by the 
Berlin committee of the Congress 
for Cultural Freedom. It was 
joined by the Central Council of 
Jews in Germany and Dr. Philipp 
Auerbach, Jewish restitution com- 
missioner. 

U. S. High Commission Disturbed 

At the same time, it is under- 
stood that U. S. High Commission 
officials are disturbed over the fact 
that the Harlan film’s distributor, 
Herzog Verleih, is also distributor 
in Germany of Samuel Goldwyn 
pix. However, to date there had 
been no comment from Goldwyn’s 
local rep. 

In January the Society for Jew- 
ish-German collaboration in Frank- 
furt issued a statement saying that 
Harlan “had shattered the world’s 
trust in the moral conscience of 


(Continued on page 40) 


| Fraternal Order Gives 
Civic Award to Lambs 


In recognition of the “great hu- 
manitarian contributions” made 
throughout the country by people 
of the entertainment world, the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles will pre- 
sent its annual Civic Award to 
The Lambs in New York next Sun- 
day (4). Accolade will be handed 
Bert Lytell, Shepherd of the 
Lambs, by Robert Hansen of Mil- 
waukee, past Worthy Grand Presi- 
dent of the Eagles. It will especial- 
ly cite the work of The Lambs 
Servicemen's Morale Corps in the 
last war. 

Now numbering more than 1,000,- 
000 members, the Eagles fraternity 
feels that it has a peculiar affinity 
with show business for the six 
founders of the group all came 
from the theatre. The late John 
Cort, theatre-builder and legit pro- 
ducer, was the first head of the 
lodge. Joining him in launching 
|the project 53 years ago this week 
were John W. Considine, Thomas 
'J. Considine, Harry Leavitt. Mose 
Goldsm.th and Arthur Williams. 

Matthew L. Brown, administra- 
tive director of the Eagles, empha- 
, Sized this week that the fraternity 
_has received constant aid of people 
of the amusement indastr: in all 
its efforts to promote humaritarian 
programs. Presentatior of the prize 
to The Lambs will mark the first 
time that the Eagles has ever 
given its annual Civie Service 
Award to an organization. In the 
past it has been bestowed upon 
such individuals as President Tru- 
man, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 





Theatres ad-publicity director Har- | and Defense Secretary George C. 


j;ry Mandel. 


| Marshall. 
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PROD. COS. COME INTO THEIR OWN | 





Krim-Benjamin's UA Buy Looms 
As Grinieff Jockeys in Backstretch 





Deal for assumption of control+ 


of United Artists by Arthur Krim 
and Robert S. Benjamin appeared 
to be progressing this week. While 
no one familiar with the long his- 
tory of UA negotiations would 
make any predictions, it appeared 
likely that the Krim-Benjamin deal 
would be dead or at least an in- 
formed fait accompli by the end 
of this week. 

Krim flew to the Coast from 
New York last night. He’ll huddle 
with attorneys for owners Mary 
Pickford and Charles Chaplin on 
the memorandum of agreement 
which they have been in the proc- 
ess of drawing up. If it meets with 


New UA Crisis 


United Artists’ producers, 
who have been withholding de- 
livery of ‘their negatives be- 
cause of the uncertain condi- 
tion of the distrib, face a sec- 
ondary crisis March 1. That’s 
the date the California per- 
sonal property tax is due and 
a 112% levy must be paid on 
all negatives within the state 
at that time. 

Producers face the dilemma 
of getting their pix out to 
avoid the tax and yet keeping 
up the legal pretense with UA 








RELY LESS ON 
THEATRE UNITS 


Production-distribution divisions 
of the major film companies are 
coming into their own, financially, 


Briskin Successor 


7% 


Par Decides to Delay Selection Of 


in Top-Level Talks 





7 


John Davis Due in N. Y. 


John Davis, principal aide to J. 





after having been “carried” by 


theatre operating subsidiaries for | 


the past several years. 

Check of financial statements | 
shows that the sweeping economies | 
effected beginning in 1948 now are | 
being reflected in healthy mone-| 
tary gains by the pic-making-and- | 
selling end of the business. 

Most spectacular boost was 
achieved by Warner Bros., where | 
production-distribution earned $4,- 


| 128,316 inthe fiscal year ended last | 


Aug. 31. This compared with a| 


Arthur Rank in his film industry | 
operations, is due in N. Y. the)! 
middle of February for his regular 
semi-annual visit. 

His plans call for confabs with 
Universal execs on their joint in- 
terest and huddles with Rank as- 
sociates in Canada. 





Kramer Must Use 


There will be no replacement of 
Sam Briskin as principal produc- 
tion aide to Paramount studio ad- 
ministrator Y. Frank Freeman, 


|That was one of a number of 


points settled during top-echelon 
confabs at the homeoffice during 
the past two days (Monday-Tues- 
day). Freeman, who came east 
over the weekend for the huddles, 
returns to the Coast today (Wed.). 

Hal Wallis, who works as an in- 
dependent on the Par lot, has been 
reported a possibility for the top 
production spot, but it was learned 
his name did not even come up at 
the New York meetings. William 
Perlberg, who recently moved to 


that they are not yet com- 
pleted and thus can’t be deliv- 
ered for distribution. 


Krim’s approval, it will be present- 
ed to Chaplin and Miss Pickford 
for their final okay. 

Meantime, Jacques Grinieff indi- 
cated he had not given up hope 
of acquiring control of UA. He 


| 
few gi the Cost over te werk Mvarg Potshots 


York prior to his departure that 
e e.@ 
At Film Critics 











Chaplin had conveyed the ele- 
ments of the Krim-Benjamin deal 
to him with the opportunity to 
equal or better it, if he were still 
interested. 





Whether Grinieff, film exporter 
and financier, really had any chance 
to swing the deal his way was as 
unpredictable to insiders this week 
as any other element in UA nego- 
tiations over the year. They have 
more frequently seemed to be sub- 
ject to whim of the owners than 
logic. 

Unlimited Coin 





While Krim and Benjamin, with 
the backing of Walter Heller & Co., | 
of Chicago, have almost unlimited | 
financial resources behind them, |; 
Grinieff offered a number of points | 

(Continued on page 4) 





Fullscale SIMPP Meet 
Until UA Muddle Ends 


Clarification of the United Art- 
ists situation, either with the firm 
under new management or other- 
wise, will cue a fullscale meeting 
of the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers. 

SIMPP president Ellis G. Arnall 
is awaiting the expected major 
deveiopment at UA before calling 
for the session and heading for the 
Coast. 

The indies have been in a state 
of uncertainty regarding distribu- 
tion of their product for some time 
and obviously hoping for early 
settlement of UA affairs. As this. 
materializes, the producers will be 
able to chart their course, either 
collectively or individually and 
Arnall feels there’s no point meet- 
ing before that time. 

Arnall will leave N. Y. tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for Washington, where he 
Will investigate Government de- 
fense measures as affecting produc- 
tion and the producers. These in- 
clude the rawstock supply and the 
Wage freeze, among other matters. 

SIMPP chief will follow this with 
a trip to Atlanta, where he’ll await 
the UA developments. He plans to 
travel to the Coast directly from 
Atlanta, 





In Ivory Tower 


Washington, Jan. 30. 
An attack on “Ivory Tower” film 


critics who “no longer breathe the | 


same air as the theatregoers” has 
been sent to members of the Al- 
lied States Assn. by Allied board 
chairman Abram F. Myers. Myers 


|charges that destructive criticism 


by such reviewers is one of the fac- 
tors hurting the boxoffice. 

Myers suggests that exhibitor 
groups in key cities start scrap- 
books containing reviews by the 
daily press critics and, for com- 
parative purposes, tradepress re- 
views oi the films. He said he 
is thinking of doing it for critics of 
national magazines. 

“If the results are as we ex- 
pect,” he commented in the mem- 
bership bulletin, “we may send the 
volume to the reviewer with the 
lowest average, in place of the 
usual fur-lined bathtub. We wish 


exhibitor organizations in the key | 


cities would follow this plan with 
respect to the local papers. 

“This, we believe, would go far 
toward convincing some of the pro- 
fessional critics who are now soar- 
ing in the stratosphere, to come 
dcwn to earth and try to find out 
what their readers ar. like.” 

Myers was particularly irate over 
a Time magazine review of “At 
War With the Army.” By way of 
contrast with the derogatory criti- 
cism, he pointed to the heavy 
grosses being rolled up by the pic 
in many situations. 


SKOURASES, ZANUCK 





LEAVING FOR EUROPE 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
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|net profit of only $138,595 in the 
| previous year and a loss of $246,- 
| 569 in 1948. 

While WB film rentals showed 
|an impressive gain, also figuring 
importantly in the profit statement 
were the reductions in amortiza- 
tion of film costs and operating ex- 
penses. Film costs were cut from 
$41,499,237 in 1949 to $39,080,000 
in 1950. Additionally, general op- 
erating expenses were listed at 


cut of over $500,000 from the pre- 
vious year. 

In many cases, major companies 
also have bolstered financial posi- | 
tions by way of upping the product | 
output and in this way cutting 
studio overhead per pic.‘ 

Further showing that filmmaking 
and selling are no longer depend- 

(Continued on page 14) 





Goldwyn, Hunting New 
Teresa Wright, Tests 


Par from 20th-Fox, was mentioned. 
However, it is understood that he’ll 
be given opportunity to season in 
| Par’s ways before active considera- 
tion is given him. 
A dark horse possibility for the 
| Briskin spot eventually is Max E. 
| Youngstein, the company’s public- 
He’s long 





Its Studio Aides, 


Columbia Argues sc 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. |had a yen for production, with 
Stanley Kramer-Sam Katz unit,| which Par prez Barney Balaban is 
after weeks of negotiation, has still | understood to have some sympathy. 


$6,120,662 for 1950, representing a/ not inked its deal with Columbia.| Whether Youngstein would be in- 


It’s believed virtually certain, how- | terested in the post now, pending 








9 N.Y. Legit, TV Femmes 


Samuel Goldwyn, prior to 
turning to the 


re- 


two male actors. 
a leading lady on his lot since the 
departure of Teresa Wright about 
18 months ago, is particularly in 
search of a replacement. 

‘ Goldwyn also last week inked 
Samuel Taylor, who did the adap- 
tation of the current Broadway 


‘legit hit, “Happy Time,” to prepare | s 
‘the script of “Hans Christian An-j|teacher at a_ surprise luncheon 
The Danny Kaye-Moira | 

is slated to go) 
before the cameras about next De- | 
‘land, Ted Donaldson, Adele Mara, | 


Shearer-starrer 


cember. 


'pletely upset the deal. 


Coast from New} 
York over the weekend, made, 
screen tests of nine femmes and_ 
Producer, sans | 


ever, that a contract will even- | 
tually be signed. | 

Understood to be blocking con-| 
summation now is Col prexy Harry | 
Cohn’s insistence that when Kram- 
er moves over to the Col lot, even 
though he will ostensibly continue 
to be an independent, he must use 
technical help provided by the 
studio. Kramer has built up aj} 
production staff which has been| 
with him from the start and on| 
which he places tremendous value. 

As a result, he’s making a last- 
ditch fight to be permitted to re- 
tain his people, but it is believed 
he will not allow the issue to com- 
Among 
those for whom Kramer is battling | 
are production designer Rudy 
Sternad, whose work has been es- 
sential in enabling Kramer to hold | 
down costs; editor Harry Gerstad 

(Continued on page 14) 





Who Brought Apples? 
Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
Lillian Barkley celebrated her 
20th anniversary as a studio school- 


tossed by her former pupils. 
Among them were Shirley Tem- 
ple, Scotty Beckett, Jerome Court- 





In addition to “Happy Time,” Tommy Cook, Dickie Jones, Jody | 


(Continued on page 16) 


'Taylor has written for radio and | Lawrence, Eugene Inglesia, Danny | 
'Mummert and Jock O’Mahoney. 





a | 
National Boxoffice Survey | 


Strong Pix Keep Biz Perking; ‘At War’ Takes First 
By Big Margin, ‘Born,’ ‘Halls’ Next in Line | 


Big boxoffice pictures continue | 
to make exhibitors happy this ses- | 
sion, with top fare surmounting | 


snow, storms and extreme cold. | 


Darryl F. Zanuck heads for Eu- | Cold wave over the weekend that 


rope Saturday (3) on a five-week 
tour during which he will inspect 
various 20th-Fox pictures in pro- 
duction there. 

First stop will be London, where 
he will do final editing on “No 
Highway,” produced by Louis D. 
Lighton, and confer with Sol C. 





COMPO CHIEFS TOUR 
TO ENLIST EXHIBITORS 


_Toppers of the Council of Mo- | 
tion Picture Organizations hit the | 
road this week to explain the work- 
ings of the new all-industry pub- 
lic relations outfit to exhib groups 
and to enlist their support. 

Exee director Arthur L. Mayer 
went to Dallas, where the Allied 
Theatre Owners of Texas is meet- 
ing, while special counsel Robert 
‘. Coyne went to Memphis for ses- 
Sions of Theatre Owners of Ar- 
insas, Mississippi and Tennessee. 
Both conventions opened Monday 
da with Dallas wiading last night 
S, iesday) and Memphis tonight. 
“ets would be installed in com- 
Pany’s projected theatre TV cir- 
Cit. Revolutionary instrument. was, 
G-veloped by U. of Zurich. 





| gel. | 
for acquiring U. S. rights to direct- | “Cyrano” 
projection device, and entire deal , (20th) 


Siegel on the production of “The 
House on the Square,” currently 
in work. In Germany, . Zanuck 
will peek at “Decision Before 
Dawn,” made in Munich by Ana- 
tole Litvak, and huddle with Henry 
Hathaway on background shots for | 
“The Desert Fox.” 

Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros Skou- | 
ras hops to Europe this weekend to 
join other company execs in Switz- | 
erland, where they are making fur- | 
ther study of new television de- 
velopment ‘for theatres. His | 
brother, Charles, National Theatres | 
prez, flies to Zurich Sunday (3), 
accompanied by NT video expert 
R. H. McCullough. | 


'dropping down to third. 


extended from the Rockies to the 
Atlantic seaboard proved a handi-| 
cap in some key cities covered by | 
VarIETY, but most exchange cities | 
did big trade even with holdovers | 
and longruns. 

“At War With Army” (Par) | 
measured up to advance prospects, 
already in evidence last frame, by 
soaring ahead of the field. Mar- 
tin-Lewis comedy, with more than, 
$400.000 from some 15 key spots, | 
is easy champ currently after be-| 
ing barely nosed out of No. 1 spot 
the week ahead. 


“Born Yesterday” (Col), fourth | 
last week, is roaring up to second | 
position, with “Halls of Monte- 
zuma” (20th), in first a week ago, 
“Kim” 
(M-G) is taking fourth money, not | 
far from “Halls.” | 

“Harvey” (U), first twice this | 
month, is holding up in fifth slot | 
while “Operation Pacific” (WB),! 


Already in Zurich are Earl Spon-| just getting started, will finish | 


able, W. C. Michel and Otto Koe- | sixth. ' 
Understood 20th has option | from WB, is moving up to seventh. | 


“Storm Warning,” another | 


“Mudlark” 
Big Nine, 


(UA) and 
complete the 


may be wrapped up during sessions.! Runner-up films are “Branded” 


(U) and “Bitter. 


(Par), ‘‘Frenchie” 


Rice” (Indie) in that order. 

“The Enforcer” (WB) and “Toma- | 
hawk” (U) loom as potentially | 
strong newcomers on basis of their | 
first weeks. “Enforcer” is very big | 
at N. Y. Capitol while “Tomahawk” | 
(U) shapes sock in Chicago. “Sep- 
tember Affair” (Par), which opens 
this week at N. Y. Music Hall, is 
rated neat in Toronto. “Company 
She Keeps” (RKO) is fair in N. Y. 
and moderate in Baltimore. 


“Man Who Cheated Himself” 
(20th), fairly new, is only okay in 
Chi and small in L. A. “Macbeth” 
(Rep) looks oke_ in_ Toronto. 
“Grounds For Marriage” (M-G) is 
only medium this round. 

“Prehistoric Women” (ELC),> 
which is getting additional dates 
this frame, is okay in Providence, | 
fine in Boston and big in St. Louis. | 
“Milkman” (U) is reaching a very 
good figure in Omaha. “Korea 
Patrol” (EL) is lightweight on two 
playdates this round. ‘Great Man- 
hunt” (Col) is doing alright in Chi 
and fair in K. C. “Woman on Run” | 
(U) looks solid in Detroit. “King 
Solomon’s Mines” (M-G), big in) 
Toronto, is hitting a new longrun 
record in Denver where it’s still 
great in sixth week. 


| 


(Complete Bozoffice Reports on | 


‘Pages 69) 


(Continued on page 14) 


Three Cusick Pix Set 
For ELC Distrib; Col Gets 
Arch Oboler’s ‘Five’ Deal 


Eagle Lion Classics and Colum- 
bia figured in separate distribution 
deals which were closed in N. Y. 
yesterday (Tues.). 

ELC acquired rights to three 
Cusick International pix, two of 
which already are completed. 
These are “The Long Dark Hall,” 
Nunnally Johnson story co-starring 
Lilli Palmer and Rex Harrison, 
and “Pardon My French,” with 
Merle Oberon and Paul Henreid. 
Third, “His Excellency,” based on 





‘the Somerset Maugham _ short 
story, will be lensed in Paris in 
July. 


Columbia’s deal is for “Five,” 
pic about the five people left after 
atomic dust sweeps the world, 
(Continued on page 18) 
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N.Y. Regents Board Limits ‘Miracle 
Testimony to Burstyn and Lopert 


After previously declaring that it 
would hear petitions from any and | 
all interested parties on whether | 
the New York state license granted | 





Sokolov Joins Famous 





the controversial “Miracle” film 
should be revoked, the subeommit- 
tee of the State Board of Regents 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
Harry E. Sokolov joined Famous 
Artists as veepee in charge of all 


+ completely reversed itself legal and contact matters for the 
—— gp ” At a show-cause agency, and as personal assistant 

>sterday eS ‘ ’ « ‘ a" 
yesterca’ and adviser to Charles Feldman, 


hearing in New York, William Wal- 


Famous head. 


‘hairman of the three-man 

ps aienes m declared that only For past" 20 vears, Sokolov has 
Joseph Burstyn, Inc.. distributors been in private practice specializ- 
of the film. and Lopert Films, from ng in theatrical legal work. Prior 
whom Burstyn bought ‘Miracle,’ to that he was attorney for Myron 


had the right to be heard. 

Wallin explained his unexpected 
action by declaring that the only 
job confronting the subcommittee 
was to report back to the full re- 
gents board. Since only Burstyn 
and Lopert were directly involved, 
he said, only their testimony should 


Selznick and Leland Hayward 


agencies. 


See ELC, Rank 





Pe 6 
be entered Chairman told the 
others present at the hearing, Nn ing Ca 
which lasted only 20 minutes, that 
‘y coul file briefs until next : : 
oe “ iaials would be con- Premature end of the Eagle Lion 


sidered by the Regents in the final 
decision. As a result of what was 
accomplished yesterday, it’s be- 
lieved the whole question of the 
revocation still resolves around the 
legal point of whether the Regents 
are empowered to withdraw a li- 
cense granted by the state censor 
board. 
Yesterday's hearing 
ceded during the week by a further 


was pre- 


Classies reciprocity deal with J. 
Arthur Rank came into immediate 
view this week following continued 
huddles between the two sides. 
Their trade pact, which was to rua 
through 1951, provided for ELC 
distribution of a portion of Rank’s 
product output in the U. S., with 
Rank’s General Film Distributors 
handling ELC pix in England. 
Break obviously means ELC will 


ee level hict have to align itself with a new 
aes “ Riga vos ne ” — distrib in England. Firm already 
seven: keep Miracle —— the has been approached by several 
front pages of most N. Y. news- British outfits anxious to handle 
papers. On the legal side, Judge |the U.S. firm’s lineup but it’s said 
Roscoe V. Elsworth = the state there have been no actual nego- 
supreme court in Albany refused tiations as yet. Sam Seidelman, 


Monday (29) to grant a temporary 
injunction sought by Burstyn in an 
attempt to stop vesterday’s hearing. 
Judge at the same time withheld 
his decision on a permanent in- 
junction sought by Burstyn to pre- | 
vent the Regents from invoking the 
license. 

Judge Elsworth said any perma- 
nent injunction would be prema- 


(Continued on page 18) 





lin the U. S. 


ELC foreign chief, is planning a 
trip to ‘Europe in February but this 
was said to be for routine business 
and is not connected with any new 
releasing pact. 

Top Rank product will continue 
to be channeled through Universal 
Films which do not 
go through U, and normally would 
be handled by ELC, in the future 
| will be released by indie distribs, 


and lincluding, probably, the newly-| 
‘formed Lopert Films Distributing 

Brandt Theatres, Par ee 
. eye we | However, despite the impending 
Talking Conciliation split, ELC will release all Rank 


On Percentage Action 


Paramount is likely to withdraw 
its long-standing percentage fraud 
action against Brandt Theatres as 
a result of a current series of com- 
promise huddles among execs and 
attorneys for both sides. 

While the terms of the expécted 
settlement were not disclosed, it’s 
known the plaintiff and the defend- 
ants are in a conciliatory mood and 
hard at work patching up their dif- 
ferences. 

Action was instituted by Par in 
1948. Complaint listed Harry, 
Louis, Bernard and William Brandt, 
numerous other individuals and 
affiliated theatre companies as de- 
fendants. Inaccuracies in boxoffice 
reports on percentage licensing 
deals were charged, accompanied 
by a demand for $563,265 in total 


films. which the distrib has on its 
present schedule, and Rank will do 
likewise in England. 


‘VOLCANO’ SQUABBLE IN 





US. DISTRIB RIGHTS 


| “Voleano,” William Dieterle pic 
lensed in Italy, has become the 
subject of a distribution squabble. 

U. S. rights are held by Motion 
Picture Sales Corp., headed by 
Neil Agnew and Charles Casanave. 
Outfit in turn entered a deal with 
Henri Elman _ Enterprises, 
rights firm, for reease of the film 
in the Chicago area. 

Rub now is that MPSC wants 
the pic distributed by Eagle Lion 
Classics on a nationwide basis. Re- 
| ports from Chicago are that the 


alleged damages. ‘Elman firm is refusing to re- 
In s ontr: 4 _ilinquish the distrib rights and 
2 Se See ee Ene 00 jthreatens legal action unless 


portedly friendly atmosphere sur- 
rounding the current peace talks, 
the initial row had all the appear- 
ances of a vendetta when the suit 
was filed. 

Harry Brandt answered at that 
time with charges that Par was out 
to villify him, and blasted gener- 
ally the film company’s tactics. Case 
since for the most part has been 
dormant, except in one instance 
where the court allowed the distrib 
to inspect the Brandt records. 

Current confabs are to determine 
the extent of damages. 





Nunan, Leaving Ansco, 


Becomes Tevlin Aide programming with “Halls of | 
Montezuma,” scheduled feature. | 
Hollywood, Jan. 30. | Robert J. Libson, head of Mid- | 


J. K. Nunan, whose resignation 
as manager of motion picture divi- 
sion of Ansco becomes effective to- 
morrow ‘Wed.), checks into RKO 
Thursday (1) io function in an ex- 
ecutive capacity unde: C. J. Teviin. 
top studio financial exec 
duties are not revealed. 

Nunan had heid Ansco post 
for last four years, during which 
he introduced new Ansco color 
negative and positive for produc- 
tion. He will be succeeded by Rob- 
ert Young, eastern manager of com- 
Pany’s motion picture division. 


Spe cine 


here 


MPSC delivers. 

| It was said in N. Y., on the other 
‘hand, that ‘friendly’ negotiations 
‘are in progress and it’s expected 
‘the issue will be resolved satisfac- 
torily for both sides. 





. 


‘It’s Too Long,’ Sez Cincy 


| 


_ Exhib: Duck ‘Korea’ Date 


| Cincinnati, Jan. 30. 
Controversial film, “Why Korea?” 


,on which indie producers who so) 


states | 











Krim-Benjamin 


Continued from page 3 











attractive to various people effect- | 
ed. Most importan. to Chaplin and 


Miss Pickford is that his plan con-! 
templates his getting no stock, only | 
managerial control. Krim and Ben- | 
jamin would get 50° of the stock | 
of the company after a three-year 
period and would hold a long term 
voting trust from the beginning, 
giving them management. 

Another point in the Grinieff 
deal—and what Chaplin’s and Miss 
Pickford’s reaction to it would be 
is not known—is that he contem- 
plates retaining Grad Sears to head 
up the company. That’s naturally 
attractive to Sears, general sales- 
manager and former prexy of the 
company. 

Krim and Benjamin have made 
commitment 


j 


no 


very anxious to work it out, since 
another 10-year annuity pact 
$35,000 per year) becomes effective 
on completion of the first contract. 

It is believed tha. Krim and Ben- 
jamin would prefer to make a set- 
tlement with Sears and bring in 
their own sales chief. That would 
depend, howevergon outcome of ex- 
ploratory conversations with Sears. 
They so far have carefully avoided 
talks with or concerning him, 
since they've never been overly 
optimistic on the prospects of clos- 
ing the UA deal. 

Another problem for 
taking over UA control 
status of Paul V. McNutt, board 
chairman. Neither Grinieff nor 
Krim and Benjamin has objection 
to his remaining in the present un- 
paid post. There have been strong 
hints, however, that Miss Pickford 
and Chaplin would like to see him 
out and have thrown into the lap 
of any prospective management the 
problem of dealing with him. 
That’s a particularly tough nut for 
K-B, since it was through McNutt’s 
law partner that they were brought 


anyone 
is the 


into the act and they'd naturally | 


feel ungracious about being forced 
to give him his walking papers— 
assuming that were perfectly pos- 
sible without legal complications, 


K-B contemplate bringing a total | 


of what they roughly estimate at 
$3,000,000 to $3,500,000 into the 
company. Grinieff maintains he’s 
ready to lose $1,000,000 before he 
starts making any profits out of 
UA. He claims to have the $1,000.- 
000. He has reportediy stated that 
he has liquidified personal assets 
to the extent of $500,000 and ob- 
tained another similar amount 
from outside sources. 


As far as K-B setup is concerned, 
Heller & Co., Chi financial house, 


is coming in strictly as an investor. , 
It will get no stock options or other | 
equity ownership. Coin it will put, 


up will be partly for operating ex- 
penses and partly a financing pool 


desire may draw. 


Krim and Benjamin, and attor- | 


neys for Heller, are studying UA 
balance sheets to determine the 
quantity of coin the financing firm 
might put in. It will be secured 
by advances to producers for 
prints and advertising. Thus its 
size would hinge on number of pix 
released. On five new pix deliv- 
ered to the company, for instance, 
it could amount to about $1,000,- 
000, which would be available for 
operating expenses. 

Both Grinieff and K-B contem- 
plate long-term managerial pacts. 


‘While K-B would profit by success 
| of the company through the stock 


their options would give them, Gri- 
nieff’s aim is to obtain foreign 
rights to UA product. He maintains 
that he can make more money for 


,the producers than they’d ordi- 


‘was booked for week of Feb. 2 at | 


‘the Mid-States Capitol theatre for 
| first Cincy showing, but was with- 
drawn because it is too long for 


States, said the film will probably 
be rescheduled for the Capitol 
within a month unless inquiry dis- 
closes reason for not showing it. 
Libson and _ Robert 
20th-Fox manager here, 
stated that the withdrawal had no 
connection with the plea of P. J. 
Wood, secretary of the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio, 
headquarters in Columbus, that 
'“Why Korea?” not be exhibited 
until the administration intends to 
Show the other side of the con- 
proversy.” 7 


McNabb, | 
jointly | 


, when 


narily get and still show a good 
profit for himself. 





‘MAX ROTH ELECTED TO 


PATHE INDUSTRIES BD. 


Max Roth, states rights distribu- 
tor in the Chicago area, has been 
elected to the board of Pathe In- 
dustries, it was disclosed this 
week, 

Roth 
Pathe 


30,000 shares 
which he 
corporation 


of 
received 
acquired 


owns 
stock, 
the 


| from him the Eagle Lion Classics 


with | 


franchise he held in Chicago. ELC 
is a Pathe subsidiary. 


When he relinquished the ELC 


franchise, Roth formed the states 


rights outfit, dealing mainly in re- 
| issues. 


——— ae 


Metro Host to Japanese Execs - 
Touring U. S. for Production Ideas 


+ 
vv 





7 Washington, Jan. 30. 

| wo top execs of the largest a 

Take a Vow-el | oldest theatre chain in Japan i 
Hollywood, Jan. 30. |currently here as part of a six. 


regarding Sears. | 
He has a five-year contract winding | 
up the end of this year and he is! 


(at | 





Metro registered a new rec- 
ord for infinitesmal _ title 
changes. “The Bradley Mason 
Story” was transformed into 
“The Bradley Masen Story.” 

Change was made from “o” 
to “e” to avoid lawsuits by peo- 
ple named Mason. 








Popkin Atty. Eyes 
Situation at UA 


Coast attorney Herbert Silver- 
berg is due in N. Y. today (Wed.) 
from Hollywood for an on-the-spot 
investigation of the United Artists 
situation in behalf of his client, 
producer Harry Popkin. 

Latter is particularly concerned 
about his ‘Second Woman,” and 
earlier had threatened injunction 
proceedings aimed to enjoin UA 
from opening the pic tomorrow 


(Thurs.) at the Rivoli theatre, N.Y. | 
Silver- 


Strategy now calls for 
berg to look into the matter in as- 
sociation with a N. Y. legal outfit 


for a final determination of course 
of action. A court row still is a 
possibility but regarded as slim 


since Popkin allowed so much time 
to pass since UA announced the 
Rivoli preem. It’s figured Popkin 


will allow the opening without a'! 


battle but will undertake to pre- 
vent any general release of the 
film. 

Producer, it’s apparent, wants to 
await the outcome of current ne- 
gotiations 
UA to the Robert Benjamin-Arthur 
Krim group. If this goes through 
he figures the distrib will be con- 
siderably strengthened and 
more than adequate position 
handle his pix. 





RATHVON DEFERS PROD. 
JILL NEXT SUMMER 


N. Peter Rathvon will refrain 
from any new production until next 
summer, he disclosed in N. Y. yes- 
terday ‘Tues.). Film financier said 
his only immediate plans are for a 
swing of London, Paris and Rome, 
investigating production possibili- 
ties abroad. He leaves for Europe 
next week. 

In London, Rathvon will take 


” 


ly,” which was a joint Rathvon- 
_Associated British production. He 
‘reported he'll set releasing ar- 
| rangements after he sees the pic. 

| Rathvon completed his six-film 
deal with Eagle Lion Classics with 
‘the delivery of “Sun Sets at Dawn,” 
which is now going into release. 
He stated any new deal will not 
be considered until he’s set with 
a new production program. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Ray Anthony 
Eve Arden 
Lex Barker 
Ed Begley 
Polly Bergen 
Lloyd Bridges 
Michael Brown 
Jerome Courtland 
Ed Dukoff 
Joan Fontaine 
Mary Garden 
I. G. Goldsmith 
Helen Hayes 
Sam Jaffe 
Fred Joyce 
Danny Kaye 
Otto Kruger 
Veronica Lake 
Bethel Leslie 
Isidore Lindenbaum 
Leonard Levinson 
| Connie Moore 
| Kingman T. Moore 
| Eddie Moran 
| James E. Perkins 
Paul Radin 
Irving Rubine 
| Thelma Ritter 
Edward G. Robinson 
H. Allen Smith 
_ Robert Stack 
| David Stillman 








Paula Stone 
Andre de Toth 
George Ward 
Bert Wheeler 
Don’ Wilson’ 


looking to transfer of | 


in | 
to | 


his first look at “Happy Go Love- | 


| week tour of key industry spots 
in this country. 

Metro, with a keen eye on the 
future, when the end of the oc. 
cupation will put the Japanese film 
industry on its own, is sponsoring 
the tour and picking up the check 
for Kyusaku Hori, president of the 
Nikkatsu Motion Picture Co.. and 
Hidemi Mori, executive director of 
the outfit. Completing team is the 
governor of the Bank of Japan 
here on official biz, who has joined 
forces with the exhibs because of 
friendship and common interests 

| Chief purpose of the trip, ac- 
cording to Hori, who speaks Eng- 
lish and acts as spokesman, is to 
study industry developments, visit 
theatres and speak with reps, with 
a view to. applying new ideas to 
operation of the 50-theatre chain. 
Hori, who spent many years in this 
country both as a student and as 
secretary to the late Judge John 


Barton Payne, director of the 
American Red Cross, points out 
that no Nip exhibitor has seen 
American theatres since prewar 
days. 

Specifically, pair hope to get 


ideas and place orders for three 
new 2,000-seaters being built in 
large industrial and business cen- 
ters—Osaki, Nagoya and Kobe. The 
new theatres, he states, will closely 
approximate American deluxers, 
with indirect lighting, air condi- 
tioning and first class projection. 
All equipment but projection, 
which is purchased from Westing- 
house, will be made in Japan. 
| Reasons for the Metro sponsor- 
ship are obvious since the Motion 
Picture Assn. is expected to bow 
| out of the Japanese picture soon, 
(Continued on page 16) 


MPAA Advisory Unit 
On Foreign Pix OK'd 
For British Producers 


Services and facilities of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America’s 
advisory unit for foreign films are 
being made available to British 
producers. MPAA cooperation 
program heretofore had _ been 
‘limited to makers of only foreign- 
, language product. 

Expansion of the policy followed 

discussions of the subject between 
|John G. McCarthy, MPAA inter- 
‘national chief, and Rupert Somer- 
‘vell, Under Secretary to the 
|British Board of Trade. 
Advisory unit, which was estab- 
jlished early last year under B. 
_Bernard Kreisler, is designed to 
,acquaint foreign producers with 
|American film tastes, customs and 
| regulations. Additionally, the 
service includes assists in arrang- 
\ing distribution and marketing of 
| the foreign pix in the U. S. 

When originally set up the unit 
/serviced only makers of foreign- 
|language product for the reason 
that type of screen fare was most 
in need of U. S. support. Addi- 
tionally, a major number of British 
producers were familiar with the 
American market and had estab- 
lished distribution connections. 

In expanding its service, MPAA 
took into account the number ot 
new independents who have en- 
tered British production in a rela- 
tively recent period. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ann Baxter 

Jack Benny 
Anthony Buttitta 
Irving Fine 

Y. Frank Freeman 
Sam Goldwyn 
Jacques Grinieff 
John Hodiak 
Arthur Krim 
Joseph Mankiewiyz 
Ernest H. Martin 
Arnold Moss 
Arch Oboler 
Samuel Steinman 
Samuel Taylor 
Marta Toren 

Les Tremayne 


N. Y. to Europe 
Eileen O’Dare 
Gwynne Whitby 
Josh White 


Europe to N. Y. 
Anthony Buttitta 
| William Wilder 
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3d, 4th Weeks Phonevision Recap 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 


Following is a breakdown, by the time of screenings each day, 


for the third and fourth weeks of 
(Jan. 15-21 and 22-28), Figures, 
panies by Zenith Radio, show the 


the Phonevision tests in Chicago 
released to the major film com- 
number of test families who paid 


for each screening and what percentage that is of the total 300 in- 


volved. 
the third 


Fourth week’s total of 505 orders fell below the 561 for 
week, and the 567 who ordered the features for the 


second week of the test, indicating that the novelty factor has al- 


ready begun to set in. 


(THIRD WEEK) third and fourth weeks, according 

“ of Families to figures reported by Zenith Ra- 

Who Saw |dio to the major film companies 

2 p.m Jpm. 9 p.m. Total One Film | providing their features for the 

dan. 25 (Mon) s.cc. 2 25 35 62 20.7 test. Majors took this to mean 

Jan. TOUTUCED: 666665 a 28 31 64 21.3 that the novelty factor has, already | 

gan, 27 (WEG?) Gace. 5 26 30 61 20a begun to set in and as further proof | 

Jan. 18 (Thurs.) 2... J 41 37 81 27 that the future of Phonevision may 

gan. 19 (8). i <sen 2 38 47* 87 29 not be so rosy as the picture 

dan. 20 (Sat.) .s6 00 8 26 61 95. 31.7 painted by Zenith prez E. F. Me- 
Jan: 21 (Sun:) «26.20 54 37% 111 37 Donald, Jr. 

aks a = — Where a total of 567 families 

TOU 6iinasiaseese 238 278 561 equipped to receive Phonevision 

saniahien — pix placed their orders during the 

(FOURTH WEEK) : second week of the 90-day experi- 

Jan. 22 (Mon.) 1 eewes 1 23 30° 54 18 ment, representing 27° of the pos- 

Jan, 23 (Tues.)...... 1 36 4 81 27 sible audience, the figure dropped 

Jan. 24 (Wed.) ..... ~ 11 52 65 21.7 to 561, or 23.7%, for the third 

Jan. 25 (Thurs.) ieee 16 32* 51 17 week. Dip was even more pro- 

Jan. 26 (Fri) ...... 4 22 33% 59 19.7 nounced for the fourth stanza, in 

Jan. 27 (Sat.) ...... 10 35 53 98 32.7 | which the orders totaled 505. That 

gan: 20 (SUR) 6si0s. 15 36 46* 97 32.3 figure represents about 23° of the 

: _ i — ian possible audience. Percentages are 

TOG Vein eh cevaetee 179 290 505 based on the fact that 300 Chi 








* Screenings at 9:30 p.m. 








RKO Stockholders Get Neat Profit 
As Result of Recent Split in Shares 


Split in RKO shares at the be-+* 
ginning of this year has given, 
stockholders a neat gain. Owners, | 
who were given one share of pic-| 
ture company and one of theatre | 
company stock for each share of 
the combined pre-divorcement | 
stock, found the total of their in- 
dividual shares yesterday (Tues.) | 
up about a point from the old 
price, 

Year-end closing quote of the 
old RKO company was around 
$7.75. Yesterday saw the theatre | 
shares rise to $4.75 and the pic-| 
ture company to $4.1214, or a total | 
of $8.8712. Prior to the two new 
stocks being listed on the New 
York Stock Exchange, they were 
sold on a “when issued” basis at 
$= for the theatre shares and $3.50 
for the pic company. 

Both the theatre and _ picture 
firms’ securities have been getting 
good support from the Wall street 
professionals. A firm not previous: | 
ly identified with RKO holdings | 
in any way has moved in during | 
the past 
healthy chunk of theatre shares. 
It is Bear, Stearns & Co., large 
and important Wall street outfit. 


(Continued on page 18) 





Harry Sherman Due 
In N.Y. to Set Deal 


For 2d Money on Prod. 


Producer Harry Sherman is due 
in N. Y. from the Coast today 
(Wed.) to set final details of his 
agreement with group of manufac- 
turers who are providing “second 
money” production financing. 
Deal is for the easterners to put 
up $300,000 for the Sherman pix, 
in turn for which they have the 
right to use any screen character 


he creates for tie-ins with their 
products. 
Sherman and. partner Neil 


Agnew have announced a program 
oft four features and six westerns 
& year for the next five years. 
Total of 50 films are committed to 
Eagle Lion Classics for release. 


om * 





| houses, 


|see are Metro’s “Quo Vadis” and 


Maurer Eyeing Product 


Maurice Maurer, operator of the 





City Investing Co. circuit, planes 
to the Coast next week to look at 
product for the outfit’s Broadway 

the Victoria and Astor. | 
Among pix which he'll reportedly 


20th’s “David and _ Bathsheba,”’ 
both slated for fall release. 
Under consideration to follow 
“Harvey” (U) into the Astor in 
about six more weeks is Edward 
;Small’s “Valentino” (Col). ‘Born 
| Yesterday” (Col) is expected to 
‘continue at the Vic indefinitely. 


| _ 


Lightman Named 





Exhibs to Study 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 
Orders for the feature films be- 
ing screened in the Phonevision 
test currently -in progress here 
showed an appreciable and steady 
decline in interest among. the 
Phonevision viewers during the 





families have the Phonevision 
equipment and 21 different screen- 
ings are available to them during 
each week. 

During the third week of the 
test, Zenith switched its afternoon 
screenings from 4 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Earlier time, however, failed to 
elicit the desired response from 
viewers, since only 45 families or- 
dered the pix for their homes, as 
against 44 the previous week. 


day and Sunday nights that week | 
at 9:30 o’clock, instead of the 9) 


| o’elock running time followed the | 


(Continued on page 14) 








Talent Pool Plan 


A Hollywood talent pool from 
which indie exhibitors in small sit- 
uations could draw screen person- | 
alities for personal appearances | 
will be proposed at forthcoming 
exhib meetings around the country 
by Edward Lachman, former presi- 
dent of Allied Theatre Owners of 
New Jersey. Lachman said plan 
would be answer to TV competi- 


HOWS 8.0 


. DIP 








Cheyfitz Shifted at MPAA 


Washington, Jan. 30. 
New alignment in Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America headquar- 
ters here moves Eric Johnston's 
assistant, Edward Cheyfitz, up to 


devoting the large part of his time ' 


to film industry television prob- 
lems and contact work with top- 
level Government people. 

Col. Richard T. McDonnell, 
former aide to General Omar 
Bradley, has been brought into the 
Assn. setup to handle the theatre 
and also supervise running of the 
building. 





RKO Dickers New 
~ Prod-Loan With 
Bankers Trust 





{RKO production is now 
' negotiated on the Coast by Bankers 
| Trust Co., N. Y. Size of the credit 


| will be determined in the current | 


talks, but it is likely it will be 
|smaller than the $10,000,000 loan 
‘to the old RKO parent company 
| which was paid off when divorce- 
| ment became effective Dec. 31. 
Harry Watkins, v.p. of Bankers, 
| is currently on the Coast handling 


Zenith also ran screenings on Fri- | details. He is at the same time | 
working out the bank’s financing | 


of the Jerry Wald-Norman Krasna 
unit, which releases through RKO. 
He'll be back in New York next 
week. 

Bankers Trust partner in both 
credits will be the Mellon National 
Bank, Pittsburgh, which RKO top- 
per Howard Hughes has regularly 
dealt with over many years in his 
various industrial enterprises. As 
a result of Mellon’s entry into the 
picture. Serge Semenenko’s First 
National of Boston and the Se- 
curity-First National of Los 
Angeles are being squeezed out. 
They were Bankers’ partners in 
the former loan. 

The new: loan, which will possi- 
bly be in the neighborhood of about 
$8,000,000, was made necessary by 
terms of the old credit. That pro- 


(Continued on page 16) 


* 





Skouras Bros.’ 


+ While not having made its ap- 


New revolving loan to finance | 
being | 


To Legit Council; 


week and acquired a « ‘ 
| Exhibs Angel Pic of which he is U. S. distributor, but 


| Council of the Living Theatre, | 


group formed last November to aid | 
legit, has formed a foundation and | 
has nominated M. A. Lightman, | 
|Memphis circuit op and prexy of | 
|Cinema Productions, Inc., to the | 
| board of directors. COLT is work- 
|ing with CP, which includes top 
'exhibs, in production of a $1,000,- 
| 000 pic tentatively tagged ‘Main 
| Street to Broadway,” which Robert 
| E. Sherwood will write and Lester 
| Cowan will produce. 

| Council yesterday (Tues.) elected 
| as officers of the foundation: Sher- 
wood, prez; Howard Lindsay, v.p.; 
Warren Caro, secretary; and Her- 
/man Shumlin, treasurer. Also nom- 
inated to the board, in addition to 
Lightman, are Henry Fonda, Jose 
Ferrer, Leland Hayward, Josh Lo- 
‘gan and Alfred Lunt. Previously | 
elected board members are Sher- | 
' wood, Katharine Cornell, Arthur | 
Schwartz, Shumlin, Lawrence Lang- 
| ner and Lindsay. 

Sherwood’s script fee and 40°% 

of the worldwide profits on the pic 











' 


tion. 

Lachman is making a_ swing 
around the nation primarily in the 
interest of his Lorrainé carbons, 








will advocate proposal to exhib) 
leaders. Initial reaction will be, 
sought at Theatre Owners of 
America unit convention in Mem- 
phis this weekend. 

Under plan, stars and featured 
players would tour a given area for 
a week. Different troupes would 
span different territcries periodic- | 
ally, with the exhibs paying up to 
50° of the expenses. A coordina- 
tor would be set up in each ex: | 
change center to supervise tours | 
and map out itineraries. If plan) 
jells, studios will be asked to re-| 
quire players to devote maximum | 
of three months a yer to per- 
sonals. 

Lachman believes idea ‘vould put 
industry in closer touch with the | 
public. Contention is that hinter- | 





if stars can be seen in the flesh. | 





Randy Scott, Harry Brown 
Win Verdict Over Georgia 


Los Angeles, Jan. 30. |; 
Randolph Scott und Harry Joe | 


Producer originally was slated | will go to the foundation for dis-| pany, Producers-Actors, wo. a de- 
to start the first pic rolling this | tribution to legit theatre groups. | cision over the State of Georgia in- 
month but delays in setting the | Money will go to groups such as yolying taxes paid by the outfit’s the RKO Theatres legal staff for 


Plans now are to begin lensing of | 


“Tall Man from Texas” in March. Equity Library Theatre, American | films, 


Sherman still is on the prowl 
for a new oater figure, and has 
hopes of coming up with another | 
‘Hopalong Cassidy,” central char- 
acter in his earliey pix, 


Brown, co-owners of the indie | 


10,509 7% CASES IN ’49 
PROBED BY LAW FIRM 


Washington, Jan. 30. 

Sargoy & Stein, N. Y. legal firm 
which represents the distributors 
in matters relating to percentage 
licensing deals, conducted 10,509 
investigations of 1,500 theatres in 
1949. 

This was disclosed in the course 
of National Labor Relations Board 
hearings to determine bargaining 
reps for S. & S. employees. 

It was said the outfit collected 
“in excess of $50,000” from each 
of five distribs, and “in excess of 
$20,000” from each of three dis- 
tribs, presumably the _ so-called 
“Big Five” and “Little Three.” 

Records show that 85° of the 
theatres investigated were located 
outside N. Y. Variety last week 
reported that 200 percentage 


‘land public will desert its TV sets | fraud actions versus exhibs now 


are pending. 

NLRB ordered an election with- 
in the next 30 days. Employees 
will vote by secret ballot whether 
they want representation by the 
CIO, Screen Employees Guild or 
no representation at all. 


RKO Names Whitman 


William F. Whitman, member of 





tional Theatre and Academy, 

Theatre Wing and New Dramatists 

Committee. : Ane 
Joint venture marks the initial 


enterprise of Cinema Productions, 
(Continued on page 47) 


' financing forced a postponement, | Training School of American Na-' Atlanta branch. 


that its 
*“Coroner 


Company contended 
“Gunfighters,” 


Creek” and others, should be taxed | 


‘only on the income from the State 
of Georgia, instead of from the five 


i serviced by the Atlanta ex- 


change. 


> 


|the past 20 years, has been ap- 
_pointed general counsel for the 
chain. 

Post is newly established. Prior 
to major’s divorcement last Jan. 1. 
_Miller Walker, as chief counse! for 

the parent firm, also supervised 
| legal affairs of the circuit. 


NOVELTY FACTOR Govt. Believed Unlikely to Oppose 
CRIMPING ORDERS 


Distrib-Exhib Split 


proval official as yet, it is under- 
stood the Government will offer no 
objection to plans of Spyros and 
|Charles Skouras to jump to oppo- 
site sides of the distribution-exhi- 
bition fence following 20th-Fox di- 
vorcement. Spyros would continue 
as prexy of the picture company, 
While his brother would continue to 
jhead up what is .ow its wholly- 
owned subsidiary, National Thea- 
| tres, 

It’s reported that it was with 
such separation of interests in 
mind that Spyros, Charles and 
their brother George ended as of 
Dec. 31 the pooling of their in- 
icomes. Charles testified in a suit 
i brought by Samuel Goldwyn re- 
|cently that the three brothers had 
put their earnings into a common 
fund since 1914. 

Twentieth is close to agreement 
with the Dept. of Justice on a con- 
sent decree. Terms of actual di- 
'vorcement, which will follow pat- 
terns set by Paramount, RKO and 
Warner ,Bros., have long been set. 
Many months have heen taken, 
however, in going over the theatres 
| Situation by situation to determine 
which must be divested from the 
chain to reestablish open competi- 
| tion in the areas in which they are 
located. 

Only a few spots remain for de- 
|cision. As soon as they are cleaned 
'up, it is expected that the decree 
| will be entered and the reorganiza- 
|tion plan offered to the New York 
\federal statutory court and the 
stockholders. 

Fox Won’t Take a Year 

While it is likely that 20th will 
get a minimum of the onc year al- 
lowed by the court to other com- 
i panies to divorce and divest, it is 

(Continued on page 6) 


Watkins to Handle Pix 


Loans for Bankers Trust 
In Centralized Setup 


Bankers Trust Co., one of the 
two most important lending insti- 
tutions in the country in the size 
of its credits to the picture indus- 
try, is starting at once to centralize 
all of its film business in its Rocke- 
feller Centre, N. Y., branch. Move 
of the picture accounts from the 
main office and various sub-offices 
will be a gradual one and done 
'only with the consent of the cus- 
' tomers, exec v.p. Alex Ardrey em- 
phasized yesterday (Tues.). 

V.p. Harry Watkins, who has 
long handled the RKO and indie 
producer biz at the Rockefeller 
Centre office, will be in charge of 
all of the bank's film dealings. 
Roger Dann, who handled some of 
the biz at the main office, is being 
moved uptown as Watkins’ assist- 
ant on the film <ccounts. 

All of the majors but Universal, 
and a large number of independ- 
ents, do their banking with Bank- 
ers. Only account which will not 
be moved to Watkins’ aegis is Da- 
vid O. Selznick’s, which because 
of its complexity will continue to 
be handled by Dan Hickson, who 
has been in charge of it at the 
main office for a number of years. 


Dickstein Replacement 
Won't Be Named by UA 


In view of the distrib’s present 
product shortage, United Artists is 
finding it unnecessary to name an 
official replacement for Abe Dick- 
stein, who bows out Feb. 5 to join 
20th-Fox. Dickstein, who main- 
tained his headquarters at the N. Y. 
exchange, was UA sales chief over 
|the entire N. Y. State area. 

Edward Mullen, assistant branch 
head for UA in N. Y., will take 
over Dickstein’s duties in an un- 
olficial capacity, it is understood. 

Dickstein will switch to the post 
of N. Y. branch chief at 20th under 
Martin Moskowitz, Empire State di- 
vision chief. The spot was left 








vncant when Sam Diamond shifted 
from N. Y. to Philadelphia for the 
)}major, ee 
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Cause for Alarm 
Hollywood, Jan. 26. 


Metro release of Tom 
tion. Stars Loretta Young; features Barry 
Sullivan, Bruce Cowling, Margalo Gill- 
more. Directed by Tay Garnett. Screen- 

lay, Mel Dinelli, Tom Lewis; story, Larry 
larcus; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg; mu- 
sic, Andre Previn: editor, James E. New- 
com. Tradeshown Jan. 17, ‘51. Running 
time, 73 MINS. 

Ellen Jones ‘ 
George Z. Jones ee 
Dr. Ranney Grahame . 


. Loretta Young 
.. Barry Sullivan 
Bruce Cowling 


Mrs. Edwards ..Margalo Gillmore 
Hoppy (Billy) .. Bradley Mora 
Mr. Carston, Postman Irving Bacon 
Mrs. Warren ..Georgia Backus 
Mr. Russell ..Don Haggerty 
Superintendent Art Baker 
Lonesome Sailor Richard Anderson 


Despite the presence of Loretta 
Young as the star, “Cause for 
Alarm” is still a secondary fea- 
ture not likely to cut much of a 
swath at the _ boxoffice. Miss 
Young provides it with some 
marquee worth and her usual 
thesping excellence, but film re- 
flects the difficulty of trying to 
stretch a 30-minute radio story idea 


over a 73-minute celluloid course. | 


Plot has a single gimmick that 
becomes apparent early. A lengthy 


letter. accusing a wife and doctor 
of murder. is mailed to the dis- 
trict attorney It is evident that 
the letter should carry more 
than a single stamp, and the wife’s 
terrified efforts to recover it are 
unnecessary as accusing document 
will be returned for lack of suf- 
ficient postage before it ever 


reaches its destination. There just 
isn’t enough substance to the giin- 
mick to justify feature-length pro- 
duction. 

Barry Sullivan’s mind becomes 
twisted when he is laid up with 
heart trouble. He builds a mental 
case against his wife and Bruce 
Cowling, the doctor, an@ mails the 
letter. He falls dead of a heart at- 
tack while trying to kill Miss 
Young, and she spends a few 
abortive hours trying to recover 
the letter before the postman re- 
turns it. Mel Dinelli and Tom 
Lewis did the scripting, which bal- 


looned the radio story by Larry 
Marcus. Script doesn’t jell. 
Tay Garnett’s direction does 


what it can to build up suspense 
and melodramatic mood, occasion- 
ally clicking. Performances are 
professional but can’t overcome the 
thin material. There’s a_ good 
touch in the kid who shoots up 
the neighborhood as Hopalong 
Cassidy. He is played by Bradley 
Mora. 

Tom Lewis also produced his 
first such effort. physical values 
get across the idea of a middle- 
class family” neighborhood, and 
technical support is good. Brog. 


Sugarfoot 
(SONG-COLOR) 
Hollywood; Jan. 30. 


Warners relezse of Saul Elkins produc- 
tion. Stars Randolph Scott; features 
Adele Jergens,. Raymond Massey, S. Z. 
Sakall. Robert Warwick, Arthur Hunni- 
cutt, Hugh Sanders. Directed by Edwin 
L. Marin. Adaptation by Russell Hughes 
from novel by Clarence Budington Kel- 
land; camera (Technicolor), Wilfrid M. 
Cline; editor. Clarence Kolster; song. Ray 
Heindorf, Sammy C2zhn. Tradeshown Jun. 
24, ’°51. Running time, 80 MINS. 


Sugarfoot Randolph Scott 


eee Adele Jergens 
ee” re Raymond Massey 
OO eee ee S. Z. Sakail 
J. C. Crane . Robert Warwick 


Fly-Up-the-Creek Jones Arthur Hunnicutt 
Asa Goodhue ; Hugh Sanders 


Mary ati, od oe Hope Landin 
Johnny-Behind-the-Stove.. Hank Woercen 
Billings cfs See ae Gene Evans 


Value of Randolph Scott’s action 
reputation and the color produc- 
tion will be major assists in seeing 
“Sugarfoot” through its playdates. 
It is disappointing western filmfare 
that uses talk, instead of action, 
over most of its 80 minutes. 

Dialog is trite and stilted, even 
for a sagebrusher. Nearly 50 min- 
utes pass before there’s a prairie 
chase or mass gun battle to liven 
proceedings. 

Scott, a southerner, treks west 
after the war between the states 
to establish a new life in Prescoit. 
Ariz. He meets saloon singer 
Adele Jergens, pulls a few good 
business deals, collects a couple of 
enemies in Raymond Massey and 
Hugh Sanders, has a misunder- 
standing with the girlfriend, finally 
meets the heavies in gun battle and 
gets back Miss Jergens. Neither 
the Kelland novel nor the Huches 
adaptation stands up under close 

scrutiny, and the lack of substance 
is reflected on the screen. 

Performances are either as 
stilted or flamboyant as the char- 
acters depicted. and most adult 
audiences will find much to laugh 
at in the way the story is played 
off. Scott is his usual self as the 
hero, and Miss Jergens adds a lot 
of glamour to her role. Massey 
and Sanders are especially ham- 
pered by the script. S. Z. Sakall 
plays his standard character as a 
Prescott merchant. Robert War- 
wick, Arthur Hunnicutt and Gene 
Evans are among others involved 
in the plot. 

_ Saul Eikins’ production super- 
vision presents an acceptable west- 
ern dress, and Wilfrid M. Cline’s 
Technicolor lensing is kind to the 
eyes. “Oh, He Looked Like He 


Lewis produc- | 


Mimature Reviews 


“Cause for Alarm” (M-G). 
Unsatisfactory melodrama, too 
weak to carry top billings de- 
spite Loretta Young name. 

“Sugarfoot” (Color - Song) 
(WB). Poor western, but with 
Randolph Scott and color to 
help playdates. 

“Target Unknown” (Song) 
(U). Exploitable World War II 
meller dealing with enemy in- 
terrogation. Okay outlook. 

“Black Jack” (Franco-Amer- 
ican). Slight meller of sinug- 
gling, made in Spain. Suitable 
for dualers in U. S. 

“Two Lost Worlds” (ELC). 
Adventure-thriller, with Aus- 
tralian background, mild biz. 








“The Dark Man” (British) 
(GFD). Modest thriller with 
few thrills and British players 
unknown to U. S.; lesser 
dualer. 

Might Buy Wine,” by Ray Hein- 


dori and Sammy Cahn, is the nov- 

elty number spotted for Miss Jer- 

gens’ saloon-canary character. 
Brog. 


Target Unknown 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Jan. 
release of Aubrey 
production. Stars Mark Stevens, 
Nicol, Robert Douglas, Don 
tures Joyce Holden, Gig Young. 
by George Sherman. Written by 
Medford; camera, Maury 
tor, Frank Gross. Previewed 
Running time, 90 MINS. 
Capt. Jerome Stevens 
Al Mitchell 


26. 
Schenck 
Alex 
Taylor: fea- 
Directed 

Harold 
edi- 
"one 


Universal 


Gertsman; 
Jan. 23, 


Mark Stevens 
Alex Nicol 


Col. von Broeck..........Robert Douglas 
Lie. WEEE. oi a canaeee Don Taylor 
CRDt, FOIMGS is viciccesee Gig Young 
Nurse iv nes ia cbemes Joyce Holden 
Theresa . Serr re Suzanne Dalbert 
French Entertainer....... Malu Gatica 


James Best 


NS" 
Richard Carlyle 


Brooklyn... 


Jean rer Tre eTr rere Steven Geray 
CTOWEOTE. 6 cccdccccteeccs John Sands 
SHUNGIOOM ss 5.5 5:00:0:60 60600 Tony Christian 
Russ Johnson......... James Young 


Universal explores a World 
War II angle little touched on in 
the films that have preceded 
“Target Unknown’’—that of the 
enemy’s interrogation of prisoners 
of war. Results are satisfactory 
for the general melodrama market 
and exploitation possibilities will 
help it to fairly good grosses. 

Predominantly male cast works 
well under George Sherman’s di- 
rection in acting out the Harold 
Medford script. Tale hinges on 
the crafty questioning of a groyp 
of American fliers, captured by 
Nazis after their plane crashes in 
France. From the fliers’ evasions 
and unwitting revelations, the 
enemy puts together facts that in- 
dicate the next big Allied bomb- 
ing target. Nazis are not success- 
ful, though, despite their craft, as 
one of the fliers escapes and man- 
ages to get word back to his base 
so the target can be switched. 


Producer Aubrey Schenck has 
cut in quite a bit of real aerial 
combat footage, which blends ex- 
cellently with the  studio-manu- 
factured and bolsters the 90-min- 
ute unfoldment. Mark Stevens, 
U. S. captain, and his crewmen, 
Alex Nicol, Don Taylor, James 
Best, Richard Carlyle, John Sands 
and James Young, all uphold the 
heroics capably. 


Robert Douglas is good as the 
Nazi colonel who tricks’ the 
fliers into answering his questions. 
Supporting him, and equally as 
food, are Gig Young and Joyce 
Holden, a captain and nurse, re- 
spectively, and Tony Christian. 
Suzanne DalLlert, a sympathetic 
French girl who aids the escape, 
and Steven Geray, a native oppor- 
tunist, also measure up. Malu 
Gatica does one tune, “Danse 
Avec Ifoi,” in her role as a Nazi 
informer. 


Film rates excellent technical 
support all down the line, such as 
Maury Gertsman’s' photography 
and Frank Gross’ editing. Brog. 











Pandora and the Flying 


Dutchman 
“Pandora and the Flying 
Dutchman,” which John 


Woolf’s Romulus Films turned 
out in association with Albert 
Lewin, was tradeshown in Lon- 
don yesterday (Tues.). Techni- 
color picture, according to 
Myro, is a lavish and preten- 
tious production that wiil have 
to depend upon mainly star ap- 
peal to click at the boxoffice.” 

Reviewer added that the 
Flying Dutchman legend was 
developed by producer-direc- 
tor Lewin as an “unrelieved 
tragedy with too much gloom 
and insufficient relief.” ‘‘Pan- 
dora” co-stars James Mason 
and Ava Gardner. Metro is 
distributing in the western 
hemisphere while Independent 
Film Distributors will release 
in Britain in association with 
British Lion, 


Blaek Jack 
(FRANCO-AMERICAN) 
Paris, Jan. 23. 


Marceau release of Alsa Films produc- 
| tion. Stars George Sanders, Herbert Mar- 
| shall, Patricia Roc, Agnes Moorehead; 
| features Dalio. Directed by Julien Duvi- 
| vier. Screenplay, Duvivier, Charles Spaak; 
' camera, Andre Thomas; editor, M. Ochoa. 
At Avenue, Paris. Running time, 105 

Ss. 


MIN 
PEIRG . . cccccccovesesceess George Sanders 
INgrid.....cccccssceseess Patricia Roc | 
GAMES... ccece Sés60eaee Herbert Marshall | 
BREET . occ cceesoccecees Agnes Moorehead | 
CONGO 5.65 00400065058 ian ee Dalio 


This coproduction pic is now run- 
ning in both versions here. Shot 
in Spain, film has all the earmarks 
of a slim production budget. A 
meller of smuggling and the re- 
generation of a cynic, the picture 
never generates any excitement 
and little movement. With the 
names of George Sanders, Herbert 
Marshall and Agnes Moorehead, it 
could do for second-runs or dualers 
in the U.S 

Story concerns a smuggler who 
wants to make a big haul and then 
withdraw from the racket. In re- 
lating, there is a romantic cargo of 


refugees he gets mixed angle and 


usual complications. 

All the actors seem ill at ease 
in their roles. Sanders does not 
loom as the virile action type here. 
Miss Moorehead tries unsuccess- 
fully to make something of a 
strange, two-faced role Patricia 
Roc gives some expression to the 


part of the girl Ingrid. Director 
Julien Duvivier displays none of 
his old craftsmanship in this. The 


chase and fight sequences are more 

ludicrous than exciting. Lensing 

and editing are second rate. 
Mosk. 


Two Lost Worlds 

Eagle Lion Classics release of Sterling 
Productions, Inc., production Features 
Laura’ Elliott. Directed by Norman 
Dawn. Screenplay, Norman Hubbard, 
from story by Phyllis Parker, Tom Hub- 
bard. At Rialto, N. Y., starting Jan. 17, 

‘51. Running time, 63 MINS. 
Elaine Jeffries ....... Laura Elliott 
Jim Arness 


Kirk Hamilton 
Martin Shannon Bill Kennedy 
Gloria Petroff 


Janice Jeffries 

John Hartley -.Tom Hubbard 
Nancy Holden ........... Jane Harlan 
Magistrate Jeffries........ Pierre Watkin 
Cap’n Allison Bob Carson 
Governor Guy Bellis 


Dr. Wakeland.......... James Guilfoyle 
Nat Mercer eee ee Fred Kohler, Jr. 
Cap'n Tallman......... Tom Monroe 
Salty Loon a Dhin.e SEINE SS Tim Grahame 
Mr. Davis Richard Bartell 


Lightweight quickie, “Two Lost 
Worlds” may get by playing up 
thrill-adventure angle. Produc- 
tion ha. no players that mean any- 
thing for marquee _ decoration, 
leaving it entirely up to the ex- 
hibitor to circus it for maximum 
results, 

Plot concerns an American clip- 
per ship captain who is left in 
Queensland, sheep-raising colony 
of Australia, to recuperate from 
injuries suffered in a pirate at- 
tack. The captain and two aides 
fall in love with some _ Aussie 
beauts but their romances are in- 
terrupted by a “phantom” pirate 
raiding the settlement. That calls 
for a rescue, with a rip-roaring 
‘fight between two sailing crafts 
furnishing the most genuine ex- 
|citement. From this battle, the 
‘hero and some of his pals wind up 
‘on an unknown island, tabbed as 
| being part of Dutch East Indies. 
It takes a volcano eruption (that is 
filled with too many obvious fire- 
works to be acceptable) to wind 
up the yarn. 

Acting is mainly the gushy, 
energetic type that might not be 
so noticeable if there was more 
action. The players are not as- 
sisted nruch by the dialog. 
gems as “‘That’s the way it is,” “I 
want it that way,” “I wanted to 
hear it from your own lips,” ‘Now, 
men, I don’t have to tell you what 
you are up against,” “What are we 
waitin, for,” ete., do not enrich 
the proceedings. 

Jim Arness, the big Yank he- 
man and ship captain, does well 
when given half an opportunity, 
‘which is not often. Miss Elliott is 
the Aussie femmc with whom he 
falls in love. She is comely enough 
to overcome most of the gosh- 


} 


awful situations and lines. Bill 
Kennedy plays an_ Australian 
heavy with so-so cesults. Gloria 


Petroff, as the young girl of the 
oldline Aussie family, serves okay 
as a precocious child. Jane Harlan, 
Fred Kohler, Jr., and Tim Grahame 
head the support. Wear. 


The Dark Man 
(BRITISH) 
London, Jan. 22. 


GFD release of Independent Artists pro- 
duction. Features Edward Underdown, 
Maxwell Reed, Natasha Parry, William 
Hartnell, Barbara Murray. Directed and 
| scripted by Jeffrey Dell; camera, Eric 
Cross; editor, Geoffrey Muller. At Odeon, 
London, Jan. 22, ’51. Running time, 
91 MINS. 


Det. Insp. Jack Viner Edward Underdown | 


The Dark Man....... . Maxwell Reed 
Molly Lester .......... Natasha Parry 
Sum. of Police. ...cccee: William Hartnell 
Carol Burns....... esene0 Barbara Murray 
SOMNEGS TOUT. . bs ccccccess Cyril Smith 
Detective Evans.......... Leonard White 
The Adjutant............- .. John Singer 
dibs sednus ees Geoffrey Sumner 


| The principal failing of “The 
Dark Man” is that it is a so-called 
i thriller that doesn’t thrill. Jeffrey 


Such | 


September Affair 


“September Affair,” Hal 
Wallis production which opens 
at the Radio City Music Hall, 
N. Y. tomorrow (Thurs.), was 
reviewed by VARIETY at the 
Venice Film Festival in the 
| issue of Aug. 30, 1950. Catch- 
| ing world preem of the film on 
Aug. 25, Tubbs stamped the 
picture as “a clever combina- 
tion of culture and commer- 





| cialism put together in a man- 


ner which makes for good 
b.o.” 

Exteriors of “Affairs” 
filmed in Rome, 
Naples and Capri. Through 
these backgrounds, Tubbs 
wrote, pic weaves a plausible 
romance plot. “It accents,” 
the critic observed, “that most 
humans wish for faraway 
places and a new life without 
ever hearing again from their 
past lives, and the strings at- 
tached thereto.” 


were 
Florence, 


Story doesn’t call upon its 
characters for any great 


dramatie acting. according to 
the reviewer. ‘Joan Fontaine 
gives a light touch to her role 
without becoming flirtatious. 
“Cotten is always believable as 
the engineer who finds that 
running away from work and 
wife is not the answer to his 
restlessness and unhappiness.” 
William Dieterle’s direction 
was described as ‘‘capable” in 
this Paramount release. Origi- 
nal running time was 91 min- 
yy compared to the present 








Dell, directing his own story, has 
clearly been reluctant to cut his 
script to speed the action, and the 
climactic manhunt scene is unduly 
prolonged. Pic is a modest attrac- 
tion for the home market and can- 
not be rated more than a dualer 
overseas. 

Yarn opens with a double mur- 
der. The killer, realizing that a 
young actress playing at a local 
stock theatre may be able to iden- 
tify him, plans to put her out of 
the way. A plot to strangle her in 
her own home fails to materialize 
and eventually he is cornered by 
the police and the army on a prac- 
tice shooting range. 

Most of the situations, while 
obvious, could have been infused 
with some tension if the direction 
had been more crisp. As it is, the 
anticipated highspots fall flat al- 
though imaginative lensing pro- 
vides a strong atmosphere. 
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Skouras Split 


Continued from page 5 





understood that Fox n.ay not take 
‘that much time. It has already ac- 
complished much of its important 
'theatre unloading and broken up 
|its partnerships and pools in ac- 
|cording with Government demands, 
| Regarding plans of Charles to 
‘stay with the theatre circuit and 
Spyros to remain with the film com- 


| pany, situation was said not to be 


|; Difference 


analagous to the Warner setup. In 
the latter case, the trio of Warner 
freres is under obligation to remain 
together in either the WB film or 


theatre company. Brothers have 
indicated they’ll stick to produc- 
tion. 


between the Warner 
and Skouras cases is that the for- 
mer are major stockholders in their 
company, while the Skourases are 
not. Charles Skouras owns no 
shares at all, while Spyros controls 
only 47,260 of the 2,770,000 of com- 
mon outstanding—about 1.7%. The 
three Warners together control al- 
most 28% of the company’s out- 


| Standing stock. 


Acting is competent without be- | 


Edward Under- 
as the Scotland Yard man 


ing impressive. 
down 


and Natasha Parry as the actress, | 


make an obvious romantic team. 
Maxwell Reed has the appropriate 
sinister look as the “Dark Man.” 
William Hartnell smoothly portrays 
the superintendent of the police 
while Barbara Murray does nicely 
as another actress. Myro. 





Breakston-McGowan 


| 
| 
| 
j 


| 
} 


Near RKO Release | 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
| Deal is near inking stage for 
RKO to release Breakston-Mc- 
|/Gowan production, 
212,” dealing with present situa- 
tion in the Orient. It was made 


“Tokyo File, 


Charles and Spyros maintain that 
there will be no community of in- 
terest after a breakup and that 
their going to opposite sides of the 
fence is completely justifiable. 
Friends and associates of the two 
men pretty much agree. They’re 
both rugged individualists and hard 
traders. 20th execs think they'll 
probably get better terms for their 
product from National Theatres 
after the bustup and that NT, in 
turn, will give 20th no breaks if 
it costs the theatre chain coin. 


| 
Okla. TOAers | 
saree cramer 
less all the film companies, and 
TOA likewise, will feel as we do 
about such irresponsible mouth- 
ing.” 

Loewenstein tore into Cole for 
asserting that the Oklahoma unit 
was a “paper organization.” The 
Oklahoma leader pointed out that 
the association had been going for 
35 years. It has only one paid em- 
ployee, an_ assistant secretary, 
Loewenstein added. 

“We don’t believe in ‘paying’ for 
expensive ‘fronts,’ nor do we hire 
paid organizers,” he said. “We 
don’t need them because owning 
our theatres is primary in creating 
interest in their welfare.” 

Defending the TOA unit’s policy 
of admitting circuit memberships, 
Loewenstein wrote that such ar- 
rangements helped to solve day-to- 
day problems without “creating 
continuous turmoil and challenge.” 


Loewenstein said there was no 
particular objections to a new ex- 
hib body if it would seek to elim- 
inate industry difficulties, rather 
than “try to glorify itself by de- 
structive criticism in the hope that 
thereby it might collect excessive 

















Continued from page 7 


dues under the guise of, giving 


in Tokyo last year with Florence | 


Marly and Robert Peyton co- 
| starred. 
Ned Depinet’s § arrival today 


(Tues.) is expected to wind up ne- 
gotiations. Plan is to send it out 
immediately to cash in on timeli- 
ness. 








The Inheritance 


London, Jan. 23. 
; “The Inheritance,’ British 
import which opens at the 
Symphony, N. Y., Saturday 
(10), was reviewed in London 
by VARIETY in the issue of Oc- 
tobed 22, 1947, under the title 
of “Uncle Silas.” Cane de- 
scribed this thriller as “labored 
hokum” which adds little to 
British prestige. “It’s not for 

export,” the critic added. A 
Two Cities Film production, 
the picture stars Jean Sim 
mons, Katina Paxinou and 
Derrick de Marney. 

Film is based upon a novel 
by Sheridan le Fanu which re- 
portedly is one of the first 
blood-and-thunder mellers. Ac- 
tion is set in 1845 and con- 
cerns a wealthy 16-year-old 
girl whose guardian plots to 
| kill her. But although the pic- 
ture was given “good produc- 
tion,” Cane wrote, perform- 
ances were poor. He opined 
that Miss Simmons is “all-at- 
sea as the heroine and De Mar- 
| hey hams all over the place in 
_ the title role.” Fine Arts Films 
| is distributing in the U. §. 
Original running time of 103 
| minutes has been trimmed to 








, 


‘super-service’. 

Oklahoma exhib topper said the 
letter was being sent to all state 
theatre owners so that “they may 
make intelligent choice” of Cole’s 
proposition to them. 


All Color Pix 


Continued from page 7 

















that he was here to “puncture 
gloom, grief and varied other 


forces that are clouding the indus- 


try.” Although some exhibs may 
be harassed at the moment, the 
topper held out a strong ray of 


|sunshine with a statement that the 
\“industry is on the threshold of 


| tures 


better opportunities with more pic- 
and better showmanship. 
We’re not fighting our way out of 
economic foxholes.” 

Motion Picture Owners of Mis- 


_sissippi, Arkansas and Tennessee 


‘their 41st convention. 


originally expected a record regis- 
tration of almost 500 members for 
However, 
10-degree weather and an unusual 
snowstorm for this sector held at- 


| tendance down to slightly over 150. 


Among other speakers who ad- 
dressed the meet were Bob O’Don- 
nell, of the Texas Interstate Cir- 
cuit; Robert Coyne, special TOA 
counsel, and Tri-State TOA incum- 
bent prexy Max A. Connett. Elec- 
tion of officers is slated to be held 


_tonight (Wed.) when the three-day 


session at the Gayoso hotel will 
wind up. Chief contenders for the 
presidency are M. A. Lightman, JF., 


of Memphis, and K. King Searcy, 


| Arkansas exhib. 
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Souring on Sweets-Selling 


Suspicion that all the sugar that theatres are deriving from candy 


and popcorn concessions isn’t as 


sneaking up on exhibition toppers. 


sweet as it appears seems to be 
There have been indications 


in several quarters during the past couple weeks of belated recog- 
nition that (1) you’ve got to get a patron into the house before you 
can sell him popcorn, and (2) the annoyance of other customers’ 
munch-crunch and the emphasis some houses are putting on selling 


of sweets may be keeping a lot of 


potential patron: at their TV sets. 


E. C. Grainger, prez of the Shea circuit, which operates some 
50 houses in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts, made the 

oint at a conclave of his managers in Cleveland yesterday (Tues.). 
He stressed that concessions could be only as good as the b.o. and, 
if the latter were neglected, there’d be no need of the stand. In 
giving prizes to his managers for “all-around efficiency,” he em- 
phasized that the check-chart for the awards “showed absolutely 
no credit was given for concession operation.” 

Ohio exhib leader Pete Wood recently satirized in a bulletin to 
Allied members a mythical circuit that wasn’t worried about a 
$10,000,000 b.o. drop because “they would easily recover this loss 


bytaunching a campaign-in their 600 theatres to sell patrons two - -}- 


bottles of Coke where only one had been sold before.” 
“We urge all of our members to follow in the footsteps of this 


great showman,” Wood added. 


divided attention to the sale of popcorn and Coke. 


theatreowners will do this, next 


“Forget pictures and give your un- 


If enough 
year the president of the Coca- 


Cola Co. will be able to announce that they are using thousands 


of theatre lobbies for the storage 


of cases of Coke.” 


Allied Theatre Owners of Indiana was prompted to reprint 
Wood's gibe in its bulletin because of a conversation overheard by 


one of its members. 


Four women sitting next to him in a res- 


taurant, he reported, “all agreed with one of the ladies who said 
very emphatically that her family never attended the 

theatre any more because they were tired of all the efforts made 
there to sell concessions, all the people in the audience munching 


during the show, and most of all 


having to sit through advertising 


trailers telling about how delicious were the concession stand 


wares.” 


“Is it possible,” asks the ATOI, “that theatre lobby merchandis- 
ing can be a factor why people are staying away from the movies, 


and is it worth a little restudy?” 














—--- 


— 





Okla. TOA-ers Burn at Texas Allied 
For Attempting Competitive Outfit 





Oklahoma City, Jan. 30. 


Renewed effort of Allied The- 
atres of Texas to invade Oklahoma 
by establishing a unit in the 
Sooner state is creating a cold war 
with Theatre Owners of Oklahoma, 
unit of Theatre Owners of Ameri- 
¢a. TOA group apparently doesn’t 
object to a competitive organiza- 
tion, but it is burned up over tac- 
tics being used by the Texans to 
lure members. 

Col. H. A. Cole, head of Texas 
Allied, sent letters to all Oklahoma 
exhibs, putting the TOA unit on 
the pan for alleged shortcomings. 
Morris Loewenstein, president of 
the TOA chapter, retaliated with a 
letter to Cole, answering his 
charges, and sent copies to all the- 
atre operators in the state. 

Branding Cole’s letter as “un- 
tactful and derogatory observa- 
tions,” Loewenstein threw’ the 
book at the Texas exhib leader. He 
described Cole’s statement that 
“somebody is being paid” as being 
as “deceitful as it is untrue.” 

“Coming from a member of Al- 
lied’s national board,” Loewen- 
stein wrote, “such a statement re- 
flects lack of dignity and disagree- 
ably poor taste for them. Doubt- 

(Continued on page 6) 


Legislative Repercussions 


On Ill. U.-B&K Theatre TV 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 
Repercussions from the U. of 
Tllinois’ tie-in with Balaban & Katz 
for exclusive theatre TV rights to 
the school’s home football games 
last fall were heard last week in 
the state legislature. A bill ban- 





ning further exclusive teevee pacts | 
between the state’s tax-supported | 


schools and the theatre circuit was 
entroduced by Rep. Richard Sten- 
gel. 

If enacted Stengel’s bill would 
permit theatre televising of the 
Illinois games only if they were 
also available to regular tele sta- 
tions. Last season the Big 10, of 
which the U. of Illinois is a mem- 
ber, nixed live vidcasts, but entered 
into an experimental arrangement 
with B&K to big screen Illini home 
Zames at the State-Lake and Tivoli 
theatres, 

Conference has not taken its offi- 
cial stand on gridiron teevee for 
next fall’s schedule, but its accept- 
ance of the recent National Colle- 
Riate Athletic Assn. ruling against 
Jive video is expected to be merely 
a formality, 


Esther Williams, Freed, 
M-G Sued for $150,000 


Los Angeles, Jan. 30. 

Helen Taylor, designer formerly 
associated with Paramount and 
United Artists, filed suit for $150,- 
000 in Federal court against Esther 
Williams, Arthur Freed and Metro, 
charging plagiarism, 

Plaintiff declares her ideas for 
costumes, set designs and lighting 
effects were used in “The Duchess 
of Idaho” and “The Pagan Love 
Song” without credit or compensa- 
tion to herself. — 


Sullivan Demands 
All Pix in Color: 
Warns on TV Sales 


Memphis, Jan. 30. 

Gael Sullivan, executive director 
of the Theatre Owners of America, 
today (Tues.) demanded all films 
in color and warned exhibs attend- 
ing the three-day convention of the 
| Tri-States TOA that Hollywood 
toppers are seriously considering 
the sale of feature pix to TV. 
“These execs,” he told VARIETY 
“are now in session on this matter 
and, what’s more, it won't be an 
adjunct to TV but a major opera- 
tion.” 

In his analysis of the TV buga- 
boo, Sullivan stressed that the in- 
dustry was also on the threshold 
of creating new dynamics for meet- 
ing this competition. Among these 
possibilities, he said, are third-di- 
mensional films which “can only be 
achieved on a large screen and in 
the atmosphere of modern the- 
atres.” 

Pointing out that the nation’s 
theatres are one of the country’s 
chief arms of communication, Sul- 
livan emphasized that “we must 
pursue vigorously” with our gov- 
ernment the right to exclusive 
channel on theatre television. TOA 
director also stated that the film 
industry was prepared for the na- 
tional defense program on an 
“all-out” basis. 

Sullivan prefaced his exhorta- 








tions for all-color px by ‘noting 
(Continued on page 6) 











METHOD 10 CUT 
DISTRIB COaTa 


Decision to press for exhibitors 

in as many situations as possible 
to buy 20th-Fox’s full season’s 
product at one sitting highlighted 
a meeting of the company’s di- 
vision sales managers at the home- 
office Monday (29) and yesterday. 
With 20th now in the process of 
curbing costs throughout the or- 
ganization, sales veepee Andy W. 
Smith, Jr., spotted economy and 
the need for efficiency of opera- 
tion at the top of the two-day 
agenda. 
Division chiefs also discussed 
ways of achieving a more efficient 
distribution of prints on each 20th 
release, Smith reportedly detailed 
to them how a cutback in the num- 
ber of prints would serve a two- 
fold purpose. Besides helping to 
trim costs, such a move would also 
aid considerably in easing the com- 
pany past the anticipated shortage 
of raw stock, which looms as a 
result of the increase in usage of 
film by the armed forces. (See 
separate story). 

Sale of the full-season’s product 
to exhibs, instead of selling cus- 
tomers one or two pix at each 
session could cut costs by reduc- 
ing the traveling of 20th’s field 
sales force, it was pointed out. 
Under the antitrust decree, 20th is 
not permitted to sell via block- 
booking. Company may, however, 
offer its customers a complete sea- 
son's lineup if the sale of each in- 
dividual picture in the roster is 
negotiated separately and the sale 
of one is not made contingent on 
the sale of others. 

Sales execs closed the meet yes- 
terday with a discussion on ad- 
publicity campaigns for upcoming 
pictures. Members of ad-publicity 
veepee Charles Einfeld’s depart- 
ment outlined campaigns from the 

(Continued on page 40) 


Stillman Gets Hearing 
In Fight Over Arizona 


Compensation Levy 


Los Angeles, Jan. 30. 

Conflict between the motion pic- 
ture industry and the State of 
Arizona over workmen’s compen- 
sation is nearing settlement 
through a hearing granted Robert 
Stillman Productions involving the 
picture, “Sound of Fury,” filmed 
in Arizona last summer. 

Plaintiff declares the State of 
Arizona discriminates against the 
film industry by forcing companies 
to pay workmen’s compensation at 
the rate of a full month for each 
person no matter how many hours 
of work are involved. Company 
wants a rebate of $6,000. 


Rubine’s LA to NY 

Irving Rubine, v.p, of Robert 
Stillman Productions, arrived in 
New York from the Coast over the 
weekend to work on the publicity- 
advertising campaign for the indie 
unit’s “Sound of Fury.” Pic will 
preem at the Astor, Boston, Feb. 7, 
following the current run of “The 
Mudlark.” Rubine heads for Boston 
today (Wed.). 

Openings have also been set at 
the Earle, Philly, and Palace, Mem- 
phis. Rubine will visit both spots 
next week. He'll stop in Phoenix 
for a sneak preview of “Queen 
For a Day,” the next Stillman pro- 
duction, on his way back to the 
Coast. He’s due to return to New 
York Feb. 22. 


Sheridan’s 150G Suit 
Vs. RKO Opens in L.A. 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
Ann Sheridan’s $15v,000 suit 
against RKO for breach-of-contract) 
starts today (Tues.) in Federal 
court. Actress claims money for 
having been inked to star in ‘“‘Car- 
riage Entrance” in 1949 and 











dropped “without reason.” 
Studio says she turned down so 
many leading men it had every 


20th Homeoffice Units in Meet 
Pressing for Final Strike Vote 





Pay, Expense Hikes To 
Be Sought by Salesmen 


Hikes in both salary scales and 
expense allowance for film sales- 
men will be sought by Colosseum 
of Motion Picture Salesmen at 
forthcoming negotiations with dis- 
tribs for a new contract. Current 
pact expires April 15. 

David Beznor, general counsel 
for the salesmen’s organization, has 
asked for immediate huddies with 


homeoffice labor contacts on pro- | 
Beznor | 


visions of new agreement. 
indicated an upped scale would be 
asked in his letter to Office of Eco- 
nomic Stabilization in which he re- 


quested film salesmen be exempt in | 


event of wage freeze. 
Extent of boost in salaries and 
expenses has not been revealed. 


U's $1,359,886 
D0 Net Reflects 
Varied Savings 


Universal’s comparatively hefty 
profit of $1,355,886 for fiscal 1950 
further reflected production and 
operational economies effected 
throughout the industry in the past 
couple of years. In addition to the 
list of films which proved success- 
ful at the boxoffice, attributable to 
U’s earnings was a substantial re- 
duction in amortization of film 
costs. 

This, along with royalties and 





other costs, was listed at $33,415,- | 


434 for the year ended Oct. 28, 
1950. Same entry for the previous 
year was carried at $39,884,132. 

Amortization in 1948  (incor- 
porated with theatre expenses) 
amounted to $44,009,043. Thus, 
the total reduction in the two-year 
period was cut by $10,593,609. 

U income of $1,355,886 was 
equivalent, after dividends on the 
preferred stock, to $1.14 per share 
on the 960,498 shares of outstand- 
ing common. Firm operated at a 
loss of $1,125,851 in 1949, and was 
in the red for $4,186,382 in 1948. 
Consolidated profit before Federal 
taxes amounted to $2,305,886 in 
1950, representing an improvement 
of $3,431,737 over the previous 
year. 

Blumberg’s Statement 

U’s comeback via the economies 
was covered by prexy Nate J. 
Blumberg in a statement to stock- 
holders. He stated the firm “has 

(Continued on page 14) 


EXHIB TV COMMITTEE 
CANVASSES SUPPORT 


National Exhibitors Theatre Tel- 
evision Committee, inactive for the 
last several months, has once more 
started to canvass exhibs through- 
out the country for their financial 
support. Reason for the resump- 
tion of activity is a report that the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion will announce within the next 
few weeks the date for hearings to 
determine whether exclusive video 





channels are to be reserved for big- | 


screen TV. 

NETTC was organized originally 
to prepare exhib arguments for the 
hearings, as well as to encourage 
the growth of theatre TV generally. 
Outfit’s engineers and attorneys, as 
a result, resumed their work short- 
ly after the first of the year to pre- 
pare material for the FCC sessions. 
At about the same time Frank C 
Walker, an organizational chairman 
of the group, started again to peti- 
tion for subscribers among the 
country’s exhibs. 

Committee is incorporated as a 
non-profit organization, and already 
numbers some of the nation’s lead- 
ing exhibs among its members. 








right to drop her and borrow Ava 
Gardner from Metro for the pic, | 
which was made under title of “My 
Forbidden Past.” A i | 


Theatreowners, on joining, are 
charged a subscription fee based 
on the number of theatres they 
operate. 


+ Twentieth-Fox homeoffice units 


| of the Screen Publicists Guild and 
| professional workers union, in the 
| wake of a final turndown by man- 
agement on their demands for im- 
|mediate reinstatement of those 
| fired last week in an economy 
| drive, were scheduled to meet last 
night (Tues.) for a final strike vote. 
| If the strike was called, it was ex- 
| pected that members of the two 
|'unions would start picketing today 
|(Wed.) both before the 20th home- 
| office and the Broadway Roxy the- 
atre. 

While 20th’s SPG unit was re- 
portedly in complete accord to 
back the strike, it was believed that 
;members of Local 65 of the Pro- 
fessional Office Workers of Amer- 
ica might vote against such a move, 
| Strike committee, comprising mem- 
bers of both labor organizations, 
had already been empowered to 
call the walkout if the 20th man- 
agement refused to meet their de- 
mands. But, while the SPG mem- 
bers reportedly were willing to 
chance the walkout, professional 
workers were said to have been 
deterring on the assumption not 
only that a strike would not ac- 
complish its purpose, but that 20th 
would not axe any more of its 
/members off the payroll. 
| Representatives of the two 
| unions, which have demanded a 
| cost-of-living wage hike as well as 
reinstatement of those fired, met 
| with 20th prez Spyros P. Skouras 
at the homeoffice Monday (29). In 
turning down their demands, Skou- 
ras is said to have shown them in- 
dustry-wide boxoffice figures point- 
ing up a steady decline in film at- 
tendance throughout the country. 
He reportedly told them as a result 
| that the company plans continuing 
to economize wherever possible 
and indicated the possibility of 
firings in other departments. | 
_ SPG members circulated through- 
|out the homeoffice Monday (29) 
and yesterday to encourage as 
many workers as possible to attend 
| last night’s meet. It was reported, 
/meanwhile, that rank-and-file em- 
ployees in the ad-publicity depart- 
ment, the only one hit so far by 
the firings, had instituted a work 


| 


| slowdown. 


| TV as Major Source Of 
Coin for Pix Indicated 
By Blumberg in Report 


Television as a major source of 
revenue for film producers, rather 
{than a competitive medium, looks 
like a good possibility to Nate J, 
| Blumberg, president of Universal. 

In commenting on business con- 
ditions in his annual report to 
stockholders, pic firm chief said, 
“there is reason to believe” video 
eventually will be relying on mo- 
tion pictures to a large extent for 
| its entertainment. 
| Blumberg disclosed a_ special 
/unit at the U studio is investigat- 
‘ing TV _ production possibilities, 
| adding he figures the firm can play 
|an important part in supplying the 


| video product. 


| Amory Shifts to ELC 
To Handle Foreign Sales 


Charles Amory, account execu- 
tive at the Monroe Greenthal ad 
| agency, on Monday (29) quietly 
'switched to Eagle Lion Classics, 
| where he will direct sales of for- 
eign films. Post is newly created. 

| Actually the new setup is experi- 
' mental and may prove only tem- 
porary. Distrib apparently suspects 
that more extensive handling of 
the imported releases could mean 
more bookings and, obviously, add- 
ed revenue. The tryout nature of 
the plan apparently was the rea- 
son no formal announcement was 
made, 

Amory handled the ELC account 
when he was associated with 
Greenthal. He’s a close associate 
of Robert R. Young, head of Pathe 
Industries, of which ELC is a sub- 
sidiary outfit. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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New Pix Perk L.A.; Harvey’ High 426, 
‘Storm’ Hot $34,000, ‘Birdie’ Tasty 
196, Kim’ Sturdy $24,000 for 2 


,’ 


‘At War’ Hep $17,000, 
Port.; ‘Song’ 9G, 2d 
Portland, Ore., Jan. 30. 

Biz at first-runs has dropped off 
since the nickel raise in night 
/prices. Nabe houses actually have 
‘done better as a result. Best show- 
ling this round is being made by 
'“At War With Army” at Oriental 
and Paramount. ‘‘Mystery Subma- 
rine” is okay at Mayfair. “Pagan 
‘Love Song” in second Broadway 





Los Angeles, Jan. 30. + 


Three new bills, all doing satis- 





: 5 Estimates for This Week This Week ......$2,530,000 | Women” at Boston looks good with 
factory en gh ere fon Broadway Grosses Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 50-90) (Based on 24 cities, 208 the- “Storm Warning” at Paramount ' 
ch la Ae is shaping —“Pagan Love Song” (M-G) and| etree, ones first runs, includ- | and Fenway stout. Kim” at 

pcliggern x 9000 on regular first- | timated Total Gross “D.O.A.”’ (UA) (2d wk). Solid $9,-| ing : | Second stanza rpheum and 
co eas ie ‘oa a | wae Week $521,100 | 000. Last week, $14,000. | Total Gross Same Week key . ee yg “Cyrano” 
special advanced-price run for two (Based on 17 theatres.) | Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— Last Year $2,860,000 {at roadshow prices in third week 


weeks prior to this date, making | 
this showing most substantial. = || 

“Storm Warning’ looks like 
pleasing $34,000 in three Warner 


/round is solid. 





| “Mystery Submarine” (U) and “Un- 
dercover Girl” (U). Okay $6,000. 
Last week, legit stageshow. 

| Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 


Last Year $586,700 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 











| 
} 


Halls’ Virile $28,500, Hub; ‘At War’ 
Colossal 376, Prehistoric Hep 156 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 








(Based on 24 cities, and 203 | 
theatres.) | 
| 

| 











Boston, Jan. 30. 
Two newcomers, “Halls of Mon. 
tezuma”’ at Memorial and “At War 
With Army” at Met, shape sock 
this week. “At War” had biggest 
Sunday in 7 years. “Prehistorie 


at Majestic looms satisfactory, 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95) — 
“Mudlark” (20th) (3d wk). Fairly 
good at $9,500 after oke $10,600 


le “Wate > Birdie’ | 697° 9 —“‘At War With Army” (Par) 
houses while ‘Watch the Birdie 90) “At ar 1 Arm} =r 16 9 for second. 
is taking a nice $19,000 in) im C erod | and High Lonesome” (EL), day- | as a Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (780: 
two spots. “Born Yesterday” went |date with Paramount. Fine $6,500. | 40-90)—"Bitter Rice” (Indie) (6th 
into its sixth week yesterday | Last week, “Branded” (Par) and wk). Off to about $5,000, but still 
(Mon.) after a great $29,000 in fifth good. Last week, $6,200. 


round, $1,000 better than previous 
“Kim” is neat $24,000 on 





yA\ (MM) e (| '“The Torch” (EL), $7,000. sat oe 
| Orpheum (Evergreen) (1, : 
’ in eve. 90)—“Highway 301” (WB) and 








In Slugsish Mpls. 





Boston (RKO) (35,200; 40-85) — 


session. , ] U1 “prehit : » pT) 
second frame, two sites, but | “Southside 1-1000” (UA). So-so $7,- BS er gg = rE py 
“Branded” is skidding to $12,500, Cleveland. Jan. 30. 000. Last week, Branded (Par) on — a Pree peck $15,000. pee 
also in two. “Cyrano” finished | “Operation Pacific” at Hipp and and “The Torch” (EL), $9,700. Minneapolis, Jan. 30. ‘week, “High Lonesome” (EL) and 
10th stanza at $6,300, ahead of) «im at State are grabbing the| Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400;| Brutal weather again is getting “Murd t Burl * (Mono) 
ninth week. . . socko biz here this week. “Born ee aman — pha haat —— lin hefty licks at the boxoffice. $7,200 a : a esque Mono), 
Estimates for This Week __ | Yesterday” at Allen still is big on and High Lonesome a), ale iis i hudeee anant, anene thee Fenway (NET) (1.373: 40-85) — 
Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown,| <.o9nq round. “At War With) Oriental. Solid $10,500 or over. ; semns Warning” (WB) and “North 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097;| army” is great on moveover to Last week, “Storm Warning” (WB) end, and not getting any warm- a wet Mabe te ‘. ig tg pe 
2,048; 1,719; 1,248; 2.296; 70-$1.10) | Stinman. jand “Call of Klondike” (Mono),| er, theatre managers reported $5.000 Last waa "nal Ciena 
—"Man Cheated Himself” | (20th) | Estimates for This Week $8,500. people staying home in droves.) fijmself’ (20th) and “Miss Pil- 
and “Short Grass” (Mono) (2d wk). | ) (3,000; 55-80) United Artists (Parker) (890; 50- in Aik, al t first-| grim’s Pr * (Lip), slim $3,800 
Small $12,000 in 5 days. Last} ,, Allen (Warners) 0. oq k). 90\—“Grounds for Marriage” (M- | Hennepin Ave., where most first- | grim’s Progress ip), s 
week, dull $27.000. Born Yesterday” | —— 900 ‘ ;,G). Mild $6,500. Last week, “Un- | runs are located, was deserted Sun- | 1" 6 days. nert) (1,100: $1.20- 
Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern aia following $14, as derworld Story” (UA), $4,000. | day. Lone important newcomers | ¢ Waves (Se (UA). (3a wk) 
a Bae AWB) Pleas- . Esquire (Community) (704; 55- | are “Dallas.” “Storm Warning” | Near $10,000. Last week, solid 


—‘Storm Warning” 


ing $34,000. Last week, ‘“Opera- 


80)—“Edge of Doom” (RKO) (3d 


and “Bitter Rice’ but none is get-} 
ting as much as it would normally. | 


$12,000. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 


6 1 W ? (; 
Food $30,000 ‘iapeudugioheenit dent weak evniciegcnkiciee { ar Tall 18 9 Estimates for This Week | “Halls of Montezuma’ — and 
g00 UU. , ‘ = iit . ‘ - 50- om | Calamit ane” 
Ce ee ee ee tia dh | ce ee an, “Harvey” (U) (mo). After. two | (Col, Lofty with $28,500. Last 


404; 1,538; 70-$1.10)—‘*Kim” (M-G) 
and “Colorado Ambush” (Mono) 
(Loew’s only) (2d wk). Neat $24,- | 


“Operation Pacific’ (WB). Brisk 
$18,000 or near. Last week, “‘Storm 
Warning” (WB), $16,500. 








j;healthy Radio City weeks, looks | 


Balto; ‘Kim’ 146 


okay $4,500. Last week, 
Husbands” (UA), $3,500. 


“Three | 


week, “Harvey” (U) (2d wk), nice 
$17,000. 
Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 





000. Last week, nifty $35,000. Lower Mall (Community) (505; _ rs ” (Par) and 
Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 55-80) “Bitter Rice” (Indie) (6th Baltimore, Jan. 30. |, Gopher (Berger) (1,000; SOTO ae Colossal 7 
day” (Col) (6th wk) and “Revenue | abje imports, big $5,500, following | downtown sector here this week | Wk). Good $6,000. Stays another. | Pacific’ (WB) and “Pride of Mary- 


Agent” (Col) (4th wk). Into sixth 
frame Monday (29) after great, 
$29,000 last week. 


$6,000 last round. 


Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80)—| 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th-Fox). | 


many houses. “At War With 


| with considerable brighter biz at | Last week, big $11,000. 


Army” is making the large capaci- | (M-G). 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Kim” | 
Still rolling at great $7,000. 


“Kim” (M-G) (2d wk). 


land” (Rep) (2d wk), okay $14,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
Good $16,- 


Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- |} . ty of the Stanley count for a sock | Last week, $10,000. 0 
; wn to $9,500 aft eat $18,500 LY y or a SOCK ’ , 000. Last week, bullish $27,000. 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60°$1) | 129 folio. sins figure while “Halls of Montezuma” | Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70/—| Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
312.500. Last sna Tight $20 300. | State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-80)— pe 7 a smartly - the New. | “Dallas” (WB). ~. zat eee haat —“Storm Warning” oe and 
500. s , re Pe ee - eer oew's Century is cashing in on! w “ rey” (U) 7k), $8,000. | « ide” ( . Sturdy a 
Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) | “Kim” (M-G). Smash $20,000. Last | “Sell cold pl g | week, Harvey” (U) (2d wk), $ Great Divide” (Rep urdy 


(2,210; 1,106; 70-$1.10) — ‘‘Watch 
Birdie” (M-G) and “Sierra Pas- 
sage” (Mono). Nice $19,000. Last 
week (Orpheum only), “Winslow | 
Boy” (EL) (2d run) with Dick Con- | 
tino, Nick Lucas onstage, moder- 
ate $15,000. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 70-$1.10) — | 
“Harvey” (U) and “Wicked City” 
(ELC). Great $42,000 or near. Last 
week, “Steel Helmet” (Lip) and “3 
Desperate Men” (Lip) (2d _ wk), 
20 


Four Star (UA) (900; 70-90) — 
“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) (6th 
wk). Near $2,800. Last week, 
steady $3,400 


week, “At War With Army” (Par), 
same. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-80)— 
“At War With Army” (Par) (m.o.) | Estimates for This Week 
Still going big at $10,000. Last| Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 20- 
week, “Branded” (Par), routine | 70)—‘“Kim” (M-G). Strongly sold 
$6,000. and shapes big $14,000. Last week, 


“Frenchie” (U), $6,300. 
‘ AT W AR’ HITS 3-YE AR Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
DENVER HIGH, $17,000 


20-80) — ‘Company She Keeps” 
(RKO) plus vaude headed by Jack 

La Rue. 

week, “Mr. Universe” 

Westhead ne Jan. 30. | $10,200 Resentiocm 
eekend storm is hurting most. cans 

; a | Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
‘ay hg gy — ——. | 70)—‘“Branded” (Par) Fairish $7,- 
y /000. Last week, “Harvey” (U) (3d 


“Kim.” Second week of 
Yesterday” 
Town. 


remains big at the 





and revue, 


bally for | 


Unexciting $11,000. Last | 
(EL) plus} 


“Born 70) 


| 
} 
| 
| 





Fine Arts (FWC) (6,771; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) (11th wk). 


terrific total in two houses. Was : 
headed for a new high but the bad | wk), okay $5,500, making $24,800 


weather yesterday ‘(Mon.) held it | 
back at the Denver. “At War With | 


total for run. 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70) — 





Into llth stanza (30) after solid 
$6,300 last week. 

Beverly Canon (ABC) (520; $1.20) 
—“‘Trio” (Par) (6th wk). About} 
$3,000. Last week, big $3,500. 


‘Kim’ Stalwart $19,000, 





“Al Jennings of Oklahoma” (Col). 
Bettering average at $5,000. Last 
week, ‘California Passage’’ (Rep), 
$4,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 


Army,” smash at Denham, is hang- | 
ing up a new three-year high 
there. “King Solomon’s Mines” is. 
— an all-time Denver run) 
record at regular scale by staying “Halls Montezuma” (20th). Fanc 
: at h ; y 

seven weeks at the Broadway. | $15 009 possibility. Last week, 
Sixth session still was good. \“Man Who Cheated Himself” 

Estimates for This Week | (20th), $5,900. 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-80) —| Stanley (WB) (3,280: 25-75) — 





St. Loo; ‘Storm’ Rugged 
116, ‘Halls’ $12,000, 2d 


St. Louis, Jan. 30. 

Despite freezing rain plus snow 
and below zero weather over the 
weekend, “Kim” is rolling fip a 
solid total at Loew’s this week. 
Neat bally is helping. “Halls of 
Montezuma” still is hefty in second 
round at the Missouri. “Great 
Missouri Raid” looms nice at Am- 
bassador. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 60-75) 
—‘Storm Warning’ (WB) and 
“Walk Softly, Stranger” (WB) 
(m.o.). Nice $11,000. Last week, 
“Mr. Music” (Par) and “Gasoline 
Alley” (Col), $12,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5.000; 60-75)~—“Op- 
eration Pacific” (WB) and “Woman 
on Run” (U). Opened today (Tues.) | 
Last week, “Storm Warning” (WB) | 
and “Walk Softly, Stranger” 
(RKO), fair $14.000. 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 

oo of —— sone $19,000. Last | 

_ week, “Grounds for Marri a 
(M-G) and hte 
(Col), $17,000. 


s * | Doom” 
Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)—_ 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) and| “44™s. 


“Emergency Wedding” Col) (2d 
wk). Holding at $12,000. following 
socko $18.000 first session. 
Shubert (Ind) 
“Prehistoric Woman” 
“Two Lost Worlds” 
$6,900. Last week, 


(EL) 
(EL). 


wk), $4,500. 


(on biz. “At War With Army” is| 


“Beauty on Parade” | 


_ 
(1,500; 60-75)—| 
and | week, okay $32,500. 
Big | 
“Outrage” , 
(RKO) and “Vendetta” (RKO) 6 | Arthur Godfrey Talent Scouts on- | 


“Highway 301” (WB) and “Show- “At War With Army” (Par). Mop- 
down” (Rep), day-date with Tabor, 
Aladdin. Fair $2,500. Last week. 
i“Flying Missile” (Col) 
“Blondie” (Col), $2,000. 
| Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500: 40- | 
| 80) — “King Solomon’s Mines” 
(Continued on page 16) 


week, “Operation Pacific” 
and (2d wk), $7,800. 


_—"Born Yesterday” (Col) (2d wk). 
Maintaining fine pace at $9,000 
‘after wow $14,800 opener. 


Godfrey Scouts Tilt ‘Woman’ Solid 
$28,000, Det.; Submarine’ Slow 8G 


Detroit, Jan. 30. |“Grounds for Marriage’ (M-G), 
Arthur Godfrey Talent Scouts | $10,000. a 
show onstage at the Michigan is| w arms (UD) (2,900; 70-05)—"At 
shoving “Woman On Run” to a ond Face” (Indie) (2d wk). Fine 
good session. Holdovers in many vio Last week, smash $26,000. 
th t tti Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
other spots are putting a dam Monae nay (U) and 
holding up best after smash first; +¢xan Meets 
round at the Palms. “Halls of ‘Rep.) Mild $8,000. , Last week, 
Montezuma” is down sharply in ,,Prehistoric Women” (EL) and 
|second stanza at Fox. “Edge of| Jimber Fury” (Mono), $10,000. 
is only average at the| United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70-95) 
ine ate an tess wk). ee hold- 
. inga ,000. Last week, big $9,500. 
Estimates for This Week Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) | “Edge of Doom” (RKO). Average 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) $10,000. Last week, “Walk Softly, 
(2d wk). Slipping to $20,000. Last | Stranger” (RKO) (2d wk). $6,000. 
| Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; 95)—“Korea Patrol” (EL) 
70-95)—“‘Woman on Run” (U) plus \“Forbidden Jungle” (EL). Slim 
| $8,000. Last week, “Dedee”’ (Indie), 
Stage. Swell $28,000. Last week, ' $12,000 in 9 days, 








Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-70) | 


and | 





RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 35- 
—‘Born Yesterday” (Col) (2d 
wk). Big at $9,000 after $13,600 | 
initial canto. | 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70)— | 
“Wyoming Mail” (U) and “Mas- | 
sacre Hill” (Indie). Fairish $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Mystery Submarine” 
(U) and “Deported” (U), $4,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 
“Storm Warning” (WB). Highly 
praised pic getting less.than it de- 
serves, but oke $8,000. Last week, 
“The Milkman” (U), $5,800. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-85)—‘“Bit- 
ter Rice’ (Indie). Bright $3,500. 
Last week, “Next Voice” (M-G), 
disappointing $3,200 in 10 days. 








‘At War’ Smash $14,000, | 
K.C;; ‘Harvey’ Boff 176, | 
‘Pacific’ Perky $13,000, 


Kansas City, Jan. 30. 
One of bigger weeks is on tab) 


here currently with one of top| 


| film lineups of 1951. “Harvey” in | 


ping up with solid $18,000. Last | 


tae | the way with a boff total. “Opera- | 


ar With Army” (Par) and “Sec-| «Mark Gorilla” 





Calamity Jane” | E00 Deal” (RKO), slow 





R 





three Fox Midwest houses, leads | 


tion Pacific” is giving the Missouri | 
its best total in many weeks. “At | 
War with the Army” is great at the, 
Paramount. Weather was warm on) 
midweek openings, but turned cold | 
over the weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75)— 
“Kind Hearts” (EL) (5th wk). Off 
to $1,500. Last week, gond $1,600. | 

Midland (‘Loew’s) (3,500: 45-65) 
—“Great Manhunt” (Col) and 
“Emergency Wedding” (Col). Fair 
$10,000. Last week, “Grounds for 
Marriage” (M-G) and “Chain 
Gang” (Col), $12,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650: 45-65)—~ 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB) and 
(Cdl). Best session 
house has had in weeks, perky 
$13,000; may be extended. Last 
week, “Prehistoric Women” (EL) 


Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 
45-65)—“At War with Army” (Par). 
Smash $14,000, and could easily 
hold. Last week, “Great Missouri 
aid” (Par), just okay $10,000 in 
8 days. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 50-75) 
—“Harvey” (U). Strong from open- 
ing gun, and looks boff $17,000. 
Last week, “Halls of Montezuma” 
(20th) played Uptown and Fairway 
plus Orpheum, with its added ca- 
pacity, smash $20,000. 





$13,000. Last week, “Man Cheated 
Himself” (20th) and “Miss Pil- 
grim’s Progress” (Lip), slow $8,000 
in 6 days. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Kim” (M-G) (2d wk). Still good 
at $10,000. Last week, fine $15,500. 


‘Pacific’ Brisk $24,000, 
Frisco; ‘Kim’ 14G in 2d, 
‘Born’ Bangup 176, 3d 


San Francisco, Jan. 30. 

“Operation Pacific” at Para- 
mount shapes standout here this 
session with sock week. “Born 
Yesterday” is still holding strong 
in third frame but “Kim”’ is slip- 
ping through only in second ses- 
sion. Continual rain and cold has 
been hurting trade. “Storm Warn- 
ing” looks mild in initial holdover 
round at huge Fox. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60-85) 
—‘Korea Patrol” (EL) and “Texan 
Meets Calamity Jane” (Col). Light 
$9,000. Last week, “Short Grass” 
(Mono) and “Mystery At Bur- 
lesque” (Rep), $10,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)— 
“Storm Warning” (WB) and “Bow- 
ery Battalion” (Mono). Mild $15,- 
000. Last week, “Halls of Monte- 
zuma” (20th) (2d wk-5~ days), 
$12,500. , 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Kim” (M-G) 2d wk). Down to 
$14,000. Last week, sock $24,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB). Sock 
$24,000 or near. Last week, “At 
War With Army” (Par) and “3 Des- 
perate Men” (Lippert (2d wk), big 
$14,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“The Inheritance” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Near $7,500. Last week, fair 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,478; 55- 
85)—“Born Yesterday” (Col) (3d 
wk). Strong $17,000. Last week, 
hefty $20,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
55-85) —"“Harvey” (U) (m.o.) (4th 
wk). Big $6,500. Last week, 


$7,500. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Cyrano” (UA) 2d _ wk). 
Sock $8,000. Last week, same. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Dancing Years” (Indie) (reissue). 
Only $2,600. Last week, “Royal 
Affair” (Indie), $2,700. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Bitter Rice” (6th wk). Holding at 
$3,300. Last week, husky $4,200. 

Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (365; $1- 
$1.20)—“‘Trio” (Par). Held to boff 
$6,800. Last week, same. 





$10,500. 
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Cold Fails to Slough Chi; ‘At War’ 
Plus Stage Huge $60,000, Ink Spots 
Up ‘Tomahawk 526, ‘Halls’ Sock 396 


4 





Chicago, Jan. 30. 


over the weekend, Loop business 
this session is at highest point in 
over a year. Big assist came from 
school holiday during film. launch- 
ings last Thursday and Friday and 
top-quality entries. Of four big 
bills, “At War With Army” and 
stageshow, looms strongest with 
huge $60,000 or more at Oriental. 
House is using six shows daily to 
crowd in. patrons. “Tomahawk,” 
spurred by vigorous tub-thumping, 
is world-preeming at Chicago with 
Ink Spots onstage, and may rack- 
up sock $52,000. “Halls of Monte- 
zuma” completed first week with 
socko $39,000 at State-Lake. 
“Great Manhunt” wound initial 
week at Ziegfeld with lusty $5,000. | 
“Operation X” and “Stage To| 





Tucson,” looks lean $11,500 at} 
Roosevelt. “Gambling House” and | 
“Pride of Maryland” is shaping | 
good $10,000 at Palace. 

“Born Yesterday” at Woods | 
looms fancy $30,000 in second) 
turn. Roadshow of “Cyrano” is 
pointing to smash $14,000 at 
Selwyn for second lap, besting 


*Red Shoes” mark at this legiter. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98) — 
“Tomahawk” (U) plus Ink Spots 
topping stageshow. Sock $52,000. | 
Last week, “Branded” (Par) and 


Patti Page in person, (2d wk), | 
$28,000. | 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98) —' 


“Kim” (M-G) (3d wk). Fine $12,000. | 
Last week, $18,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)— 
“At War With Army” (Par) and |} 
Jack Catheart’s Continentals on- 
stage. Going to smash $60,000. Last 


week, “Dallas” (WB) and Three 
Suns heading vaude (2d _ wk), | 
$30,000. | 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98) — 
“Gambling House” (RKO) and 
“Pride of Maryland” (Mono). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Mystery Sub-| 
marine” (U) and “Experiment 
Alcatraz” (RKO), $10,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Operation X” (Col) and “Stage 


To Tucson” (Col). Lean $11,500. 
Last week, “Highway 301” (WB) 
and “Two Lost Worlds” (EL) (2d 


wk’, $10,000. 
Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.25-. 
$2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) (2d wk). | 


Should hit big $14,000 after $14,-!. 


500 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) | 
—‘‘Halls of Montezuma” (20th) (2d | 
wk). Finished first week Monday | 
(29) with mighty $39,000. Last | 
week, “Flying Missile” (Col) and | 
“Counterspy Scotland Yard” (Col) | 
(2d wk), $12,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98'\—*‘Man Who Cheated Himself” 
(20th) and “Rogue River” (EL) (2d | 
wk’. Okay $13,500 or over. Last. 
week, $16,000. | 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — | 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (2d wk). | 
Great $30,000 after last week's. 
$37,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘“Bitter | 
Rice” (Indie) (4th wk). Fancy $6,- | 


000. Last week, $7,600. 
.. fiegfeld (Lopert) (434; 98) — 
Great Manhunt” (Col). Wound | 


first week today (Tues.) with lusty | 
$5,000 or close. Last week, “Trio” 
(Par) (9th wk), fine $4,000. | 





Rocketship’ Lofty 126, 


Mont’l; ‘Mountain’ 156 


| 

m _ Montreal, Jan. 30. | 

Rocketship” paired with “Mars 
Attacks World” is standout here 
this stanza. with huge total at Im- 
perial. “Rocky Mountain” also 
'S socko at the Princess. “All About 
Eve” continues solid in third ses- 
Sion at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 





Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
a Voice” (M-G). Dull $7,000. | 
ey eek, “Jackpot” (20th), | 


Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) _| 


two Weeks With Love” (M-G) (2d | 
Wk). Fairish $14,000 after nice first | 
Week at $17,000. | 


apf tincess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — | 
spocky Mountain” (WB). Big! 
»!9.000. Last week, “Fuller Brush | 


Girl” (Col, $8,500. 
, Loew's (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)—“All | 
S17 ne Eve” (20th) (3d wk). Solid | 
on ee  anereas socko $21,000 | 


upinverial ‘C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) aed 
ta Sctship” (EL) and “Mars At- | 
on) J orld” (EL). Smash $12,000. 
C nov. Last week, “Stars in| 
‘on (M-G) and “Night Best” 
‘M-G), $9,000. 


| wickets. 


44-74)—“Once a Thief” 
‘for first-runs. 


' days. 


| $22,000 to top town. 


+ 


Despite zero weather and snow | 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘At War’ Torrid 
$77,000 Tops D.C. 


Washington, Jan. 30. 

General tone of mainstem thea- 
tres these days is brisk, though | 
there are some dull spots b.o. wise. | 
Brightest spot currently is Loew’s | 
Palace, where “At War With 
Army” is pulling them through the | 
“Frenchie,” at Capitol, | 

with Will Mahoney onstage, is nice. 
“Operation Pacific’ is holding | 
well in second week at Warner | 
after sock opener. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitel (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-90)— 
“Frenchie” (U) plus vaude. Nice 
$20,000 on this pic. Last week, 
“Three Husbands” (UA) and vaude, 
$16,000. 


Dupont (Lopert) (375; 50-85) —| 
“Queen of Spades” (Indie). Good | 
$3,500. Last week, “Difficult 
Years” (Indie), $3,000. . 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80) — 
“Mystery Submarine” (U). Slow) 
$7,500. Last week, “Never Dull | 
Moment” (U), $9,500. 

Metropolitan (Warner) 














(1,163; | 


“Gun Crazy” (UA). So-so $4,000 
Last week, “Dallas” 
(WB) (2d run), nice $4,500 in 8 


Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74) — 
“At War With Army” (Par). Hot 
Last week, 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) (2d 
wk), disappointing $10,000. 
Playhouse (Lopert) (485; $1.20- 
2.40)—“‘Cyrano” (UA). Holding 
well at fine $7,000 for two-a-day 
after $8,000 last week. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74) — 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Very steady $11,000 after better 
than expected, and very big, $17,- 
000 last week. 


} “Kim” 


| With Army” 


(UA) and | 


‘PACIFIC’ STURDY 
$14,000 IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Jan. 30. 

“Operation Pacific” is topping 
the town this week with a sturdy 
Albee figure. “Storm Warning,” 
in moderate tempo, and “Emer- 
gency Wedding,” a slow starter, 
are other newcomers. Two whole- 
some holdovers, “At War With 


the comfortable overall total. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) 
“Operation Pacific” (WB). 
$14,000. ‘Last week, 


House” (RKO), mild $9,000. 


(2d wk). 
of wham $16,0000 preem. 

Grand (RKO) 
(M-G) (2d wk). Lively 
a after great $15,000 kick- 


| off. 

| Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 39- 
| 75)—“Emergency Wedding” (Col). 
/Slow $5,000. Last week, “Man 
| Cheated Himself” (20th), $4,000. 

| Lyrie (RKO) (1,500; 39-75)— 
| “Massacre Hill” (Indie) and “Ex- 
|periment Alcatraz” (RKO) split 
| with “Shakedown” (U) and “Des- 
tination Murder’ (RKO). So-so 
$4,500. Last week, “Young Lov- 
ers” (EL) and “If This Be Sin” 
|(UA) split with “Uncle Tom’s Cab- 
in” (Indie) (reissue) and “Golden 
Gloves Story” (EL), $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 39-75)— 
“Storm Warning” (WB). Moderate 
$9,500. Last week, “Watch Birdie” 
(M-G), $10,000. 








‘Born’ Smash In 


Philly at $28,000 


Philadelphia, Jan. 30. 

Strong pix continue to snag 
heavy support here although the 
downpour last Sunday cut into 
returns at some first-runs. “Born 
Yesterday” made an _ impressive 
debut with smash session looming 
at Boyd. Elsewhere it is mainly 
holdover and longrun. “At War 
continues its forte 
pace at Stanley while ‘‘Cyrano” is 
very strong on second Aldine 
frame. ‘“‘Harvey” still is nice in 
| third session at Midtown, with two 
| or three more weeks set. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,303; $1.30-$2.60) — 
“Cyrano” (UA) (2d _ wk). 
$15,000 after $16,500 opener. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Born 
Yesterday” (Col). Smash $28,000 


Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-99)—“Halls 
of Montezuma” (20th) _(3d_ wk). 





Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80) — 
“Seven Days to Noon” (Indie) (2d | 
wk). Sock $9,500, atmost up to 
last week’s $10,000, and no signs | 
of falling off. Holds. 


‘Halls’ Terrif $15,000, 
L’ ville; ‘Pacific’ Wham 
106, ‘Grounds’ NSH 96 


Louisville, Jan. 30. 4 
Business at downtown houses is 
good this week. Prospective pa- 





Only $13.000 in 5 days. Last week, 
fair $49,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“‘Frenchie” (U) (2d wk). Off 
to $9,000. Last week, fancy $14,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Operation Pacific” (WB) (2d wk). 


Only $18,000. Last week, okay 
$24,000. 
Midtown (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 


99)\—‘“‘Harvey” (U) (2d wk). 
$10,000. Last week, $12,000. 
Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—‘‘Never Dull Moment” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Dull $8,500. Last week, 
$12,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) — 


Nice 





trons are numerous in the shop- 
ping and amusement district. Tops | 
currently is “Halls of Montezuma,” 
single billed at the Rialto, where | 
fast pace is indicated. It may be| 
one of the best takes in several | 
weeks. “Operation Pacific’ at) 
Mary Anderson likewise is going 
like a house afire, John Wayne be- 
ing powerful marquee lure. “Un- 
dercover Girl’ at Strand is about 
average. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,- 
200; 45-65)—“Operation Pacific” 
(WB). This is plenty hot at the 
wicket, with big $10,000 likely. 
Last week, “Storm Warning” (WB), 
$6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65) — “Halls of Montezuma” 
(20th). Biz has been great from 
teeoff, with terrific $15,000 prob- 
able. Last week, “Branded” (Par) | 
and “Pride of Maryland” (Rep), 
neat $11,000, and m.o. to Brown. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Grounds for Marriage” (M-G) and 
“Counterspy Meets Scotland Yard” | 
(Col). Medium $9,000. Last week, 
“Great Manhunt” (Col) and “Stage 
to Tucson” (Col), same. 





“At War With Army” (Par) (2d 
wk). Mighty $26,000. Last week, 
$35,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99) — 
“Sun Sets at Dawn” (EL). Good 
$13,000. Last week, “Stage, to 
Tucson” (Col), $12,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Macbeth” (Rep) (3d wk). Neat 
$4,500. Last week, $5,500. 

World (G.&S.) (500; 50-99) — 
“Bitter Rice” (Indie) (11th wk). 
—— $5,000 after $5,300 for 10th 
week. 


‘Outrage’ Nice $15,000, 
Toronto, ‘Affair’ 10G, 2d 


Toronto, Jan. 30. 

Only newcomer of note is ‘‘Out- 
rage,” doing nicely at five houses. 
Actually the holdovers are grab- 
bing top biz, notably “At War with 
Army,” “Mudlark” and “Septem- 
ber Affair.” “Next Voice You 
Hear” is fair. 

Estimate for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 
Scarboro, State (Taylor) (1,059; 
955; 470; 698; 694; 35-57)—‘“Out- 
rage” (RKO) and “Counterspy 





Army” and “Kim,” are supporting | 


(1,400; 39-75)— | 


Strong | 


or near. Last week, “Kim” (5th | 
wk), $10,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — 
“Vendetta” (RKO) (2d wk). Down 
to $11,000. Last week, solid 
$18,000 


| ——“The 
| Lionel 





One of the stronger January 
ilineups of boxoffice pictures, 
ijcoupled with a_ substantial lift 


(3,100; 39-75)— |from school students out because | 
Sturdy | of Regents exams, is giving Broad- 
“Gambling | way first-run business a fine boost 


ithis session. Many theatres are 


Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 39-! doing well despite rain and snow 
75)—“At War With Army” (Par) | last 


Sunday and Monday (29), 


Swell $10,500 on heels ' which cut down automobile travel. 


| A big magnet is “At War With 
rmy” at the Paramount, where 
long lines resulted in turnaways. 
‘The Martin-Lewis comedy, 
{Ella Fitzgerald, Harvey Stone, 
‘Boyd Raeburn band and others on- 
| Stage, is pushing the Par flagship 
to a new non-holiday record under 
{present price policy. Only recent 


layouts to beat the opening week | 
are “Samson and Delilah” and a! 


stage bill headed by Bob Hope, 
both of which had upped scales. 
Terrific $110,000 is likely for first 
session. The house got in extra 
shows right from the opening day, 
Wednesday (24). Teeoff day was 
virtual capacity despite rain part 
of the day, only to be topped by 
bigger trade the following day. 
How the turnaway trade helped 
all Times Square is shown by the 
|lines Saturday (27) at nearby thea- 
tres, where longrun pictures now 
are current. 


cs “The Enforcer,” first Warner 
picture to play the Capitol (Loew's) 





| in years, also is very big, reaching | 


|a probable $68,000. Humphrey 
Bogart starrer is being backed by 
Lionel Hampton band revue on the 
stage. WB homeoffice ad-pub- 
licity staff gave the film a smart 
advance. campaign. Initial week 
incidentally is the Cap’s best since 
the year-end holidays, and well 
ahead of many recent first sessions. 

“Steel Helmet” likewise is in 
|the chips, giving the State its top 
|opening round for a long time. 
|Smash_ $26,000 looms for this in- 
,dependent production, first 
pert picture to play the State. 
“Mad Wednesday” is fair $12,500 
at the Globe. 


“Last Gangster’-“Big Store,” re- 
issues, shape up to $19,000, great 
for oldies, at the Mayfair. ‘‘The 
Company She Keeps” does not 
look to top $12,000, just fair, at 
the Criterion. The Palace, with 
|/usual weekly change, is picking up 
‘to $21,000 with “Kansas Raiders” 
‘and vaude.. 


Pacing the longruns is “Born 
Yesterday” with a big $32,000 in 
fifth Victoria week. “Harvey” 
continues strong with $18,000 in 
sixth stanza at the Astor. 


“Magnificent Yankee” with 
stageshow is down to $105,000 in 
the second frame at the Music 
Hall, It is being replaced by “Sep- 
tember Affair” and new stage- 
show tomorrow (Thurs.). Final 
five days of fourth week for “Halls 
of Montezuma,” with stage bill, at 
the Roxy will be around $35,000. 
“Call Me Mister” with Danny 
Kaye heading the stageshow opens 
today (Wed.). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 
—‘“Harvey” (U) (6th wk). Session 
ending today (Wed.) still strong 
with $18,000 after $23,000 last 
week. Continues on indef. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Cyrano” (UA) (11th wk). 
The 10th round ended last night 
(Tues.) held to $11,000 after big 
$12,500 last week. Stays on. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
Enforcer” (WB) plus 
Hampton orch_ topping 
stage bill. Initial week ending to- 
day (Wed.) looks like big $68,000 
or near, best here in weeks. Holds. 
Last week, “Grounds for Mar- 
riage” (M-G) with Phil Silvers, 
Wiere Bros., Ted Straeter orch 
(2d wk), $33,000. 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 

















} 
} 
| 


| week ending next Friday (2) is hit-, 
| Meets Scotland Yard” (Col). Lusty | 4 


Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)—“Un- | $15,000. Last week. “Woman on_ 


dercover Girl” (U) and ‘Mystery | 
Submarine” (U). Average $4,500. | 


Last week, “Outrage” (RKO) and> 
“Rio Grande Patrol” (RKO), mod- 
est $4,000. 


Run” (U) and “Big Timber” | Sets at Dawn” (EL) (2d wk), $9.000. | 
(Mono), $14,500- | Palace (RKO) (1.700; 55-$1.20)-— 

Eglinton. Victoria (FP) (1,180; “Kansas Raiders’ (U) plus vaude. 
1,140; 38-77) — “Next Voice You | Participating in the improved biz, 


(Continued on page 16) 


—“Company She Keeps” (RKO). 
Doing fairly well in first week end- 
ing Friday (2) at $12,000 or close. 
In ahead, “Operation Disaster” 
(U) (2d wk), good $11,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘Mad Wednesday” (RKO) (2d 
wk). First week ended last night 
(Tues.) hit fair $12,500. Holding. 
In ahead, “Vendetta” (RKO) (4th 


wk-9 days), sturdy $12,400, way 
over hopes. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 


$1.20)—“Last Gangster” (M-G) and 
“Big Store” (M-G) (reissues). First 


ting $19,000, remarkably big for 
oldies. Holding. 


with fine $21,000 likely. Last week, 


with | 


In ahead, “Sun. 


B'way Sturdy; Martin-Lewis- Army 
Terrif $110,000, ‘Enforcer’-Hampton 
Sock 686, Helmet’ Smash $26,000 


“Once a Thief’ (UA) and vaude, 
$19,000. 


Paramount 





(Par) (3,664; 55- 
| $1.50)—“‘At War With Army” (Par) 
| with Ella Fitzgerald, Harvey Stone, 
| Boyd Raeburn orch, others, on- 
' stage (2d wk). First week ended 
| last night (Tues.) hit terrific $110,- 
000, new high for non-holiday 
| week under present policy except- 
| ing Bob Hope’s opening week and 
“Samson and Delilah” (Par). In 
for run, with personals by Martin- 
Lewis, stars of pic, next Saturday 
(3), expected to help. Last week, 
“Branded” (Par) with stageshow 
(2d wk), $53,000, previews of 
“Army” helping. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘‘Magnifi- 
icent Yankee” (M-G) and stageshow 
| (2d-final wk). Slipped to $105,000 
|after fair $119,000 first week. 
|\“September Affair’ (Par) with 
| stageshow opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


|_ Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)—“Hit- 

ler’s Life and Loves” (Indie) (re- 
| issue). Opens today (Wed.). Last 
| week, “Two Lost Worlds” (EL) (2d 
| wk), held fairly well at $5,500 after 


| nice $7,500 opener. 


| Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
| —‘‘Mudlark” (20th) (6th wk-5 days). 
| Down to about $9,000 for abbrevi- 
ated session after okay $15,000 last 
week. “The Second Woman” (UA) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
“Call Me Mister” (20th) with Dan- 
ny Kaye heading stageshow that 
includes Yma Sumac, the Dunhills, 
Opens today (Wed.). ast week, 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) with 
Al Bernie, iceshow, others, on- 
stage (4th wk-5 days), down to 
$35,000 after good $60,000 for third 
round, very close to second week's 
total. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
| “Steel Helmet” (Lip) (2d wk). In- 
|itial frame wound up Jast night 








Lip-| (Tues.) with smash $26,000, best 


| here in many weeks. Last week, 
“David Copperfield” (M-G) (reis- 
sue) (2d wk-4 days), $5,000. 

| Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2) — 
“Dallas” (WB) with Dean Murphy, 
| Betty Bruce, Betty Reilly, others 
onstage (3d-final wk). Off to light 
| $22,000 after $29,000 in second 
|round. “Operation Pacific’ (WB) 
| with Denise Darcel, Joey Bishop, 3 
Berry Bros., Victor Lombardo orch 
onstage opens Friday (2). 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50) — 
“Trio” (Par) (17th wk). The 16th 
round ended Monday (29) held to 
$6,600 after $7,500 for 15th week. 
Stays on, with “Kon-Tiki’” (RKO) 
coming in next but no opening 
date set. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
$1.50)—“‘Seven Days to Noon” (In- 
die) (7th wk). Sixth stanza ended 
Sunday (28) held to okay $7,000 
after $8,500 for fifth week. 

Victoria (City Inv.), (1,060; 95- 
$1.50) — “Born Yesterday” (Col) 
(6th wk). Fifth frame ended Mon- 
day (29) was remarkably big $32,- 
000, unusual for this stage of run, 
after $34,000 for fourth week. 
Stays on indef. 


Cold Wave Clips Omaha; 
‘Milkman’ Fancy $11,500 


Omaha, Jan. 30. 

| Big cold wave hit the boxoffice 
lighter than anticipated although 
| the grosses are not particularly big 
|this round. The Orpheum, with 

“The Milkman” and “Outside the 
| Wall,” started well enough for top 
| figure in town. The Paramount's 
'“Kim” looms good. Popularity of 
_John Wayne brought out enough at 
| the Brandeis to snare a big gross 
‘for “Operation Pacific.” 
| Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
70) — “Kim” (M-G). Good $11,000. 
Last week, “Grounds for Marriage” 
| (M-G), $9,000. 
| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“Operation Pacific” (WB). Strong 
| $7,500. Last week, ‘Emergency 
_Wedding” (Col) and “The Great 
, Manhunt” (Col), $6,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70)—“‘The Milkman” (U) and “Out- 
| side the Wall” (U). Very good $11,- 
| 500 or better. Last week, “‘Branded” 
(Par) and “When Smiling’ (Col), 
$11,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
—‘Branded” (Par) (m.o.) ard 
“When Smiling’’ (Col). Just okay 
$7,500. Last week, “Dallas” (WB) 
(m.o.) and “Alimony” (EL). $6.000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75)— 
“Watch Birdie’ (M-G). Started to- 
day (Tues.). Last week, “Next 
Voice” (M-Gy and “Counterspy” 
(Mono), light $4,000. 
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“Eve” business is now writing 
phenomenal B. O. history!-and 
repeat first-run engagements 
are topping initial dates 
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Majors Mull Extended-Runs Plan 
For U.S. Films on British Circuits 


London, Jan. 23. 
Major U. S. distribs who have 
recaptured the cream of the British 
market in recent years, are now 


directing their thinking towards | 
securing more effective exploita- | 
tion and playdating of their top) 
product. They are seeking a for- | 


mula for varying the present re- 
lease system under which all pics, 
irrespective of earning capacity, 
are released for one week only, 
and then temporarily put into the 
vaults. 

The view is held by some majors, 
including 
marily British product, that the 
present British releasing system in 
England frequently prevents a film 
from getting the maximum biz re- 
turn. On a blanket booking by a 
circuit, for example, it is argued 
that many films could stand up for 
a second frame in certain situa- 
tions. 

To a modest degree, the policy 
of extended-runs is already being 
operated on the Associated British 
circuit which controls more than 
400 theatres. Its system is to book 
the product for the normal week’s 
run, but if the first two days gross 
substantially exceeds a fixed break- 
figure, the booking is set to run 
an extra week. (This formula is 
used by many circuits in the U. S.) 
Past practice on the Associated 
British chain has shown -that ex- 
tended bookings are rarely operat- 
ed in more than about 30 or 40 
theatres. 

One of the complications of ex- 
tended bookings is that this would 
cause some trouble in advance 
booking schedules. Although some 
of the majors would like the ex- 
tended-time for themselves, they 
would probably object strongly if 
one of their own films was to have 
a restricted showing because ex- 
tended-time was given a rival com- 
pany’s product. 

Rank Chains Not in Favor Yet 

Although the matter has been 
discussed with some distribs, no 
positive move to introduce extend- 
ed-playing time has been made by 
Odeon 
cuits, both controlled by the Rank 


(Continued on page 13) 





Arg. Producers Launch 
51 Shooting Schedules 
With Quantity as Goal 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 16. 
All Argentine studios are in full 


7% 





v 


those who handle pri-. 


‘Invalid,’ OK on London 
Preem, Doesn’t Look Big 


London, Jan. 30. 
“The Gay Invalid,” an adapta- 
tion by Sir Barry Jackson and Rob- 
ert Brenon of Moliere’s “La Ma- 
lade Imaginaire,” was staged by 
| Peter Daubeny Presentations, Ltd., 


at the Garrick Jan. 24, after a pro- | 


vincial tryout. 
It is a peculiar blending of satiri- 
cal humor and musical mime, pro- 


MOT’s Benoit-Levy Preps 
Deal for TV Ballet Shows 


Paris, Jan. 30. 

Production deal for 13 TV shows 
based on the ballet is being worked 
out here by Jean Benoit-Levy, ad- 
‘visor to March of Time. He had 
been in N. Y. working off a feature 
| deal for MOT. 
| Benoit-Levy was identified with 
the original “Ballerina” screen pro- 
duction, and his project for the 
30-minute tele subjects is to be 
based entirely on the ballet. 


Olivier's Blast 





At Brit. Exhibs 


viding Elisabeth Bergner with her | 


first London role in 12 years and 
A. E. Matthews with a natural for 
his genial personality. 


Stirs Industry 


Show was well received, but is | 


only likely to attract special audi- | 


Class Westerns 


Sock Aussie B.0. 


Sydney, Jan. 23. 

Aussie patrons’ yen right now is 
for class outdoor action pix. Not 
so long ago this type of product 
was regarded as b.o. poison here. 

Popularity of the top westerns 
began with “Broken Arrow” (20th), 
and has hit a smash pace with 
“Winchester '73” (U) and “Coman- 
che Territory” (U). Majority of 
U. S. distribs operating in this 
zone are now rushing all their top- 





i grade outdoor vehicles to exhib- 


/ names 


and Gaumont-British cir- , 


itors to cash in on the current 
boom. ‘ 

Not unlike the U. S., payees are 
not going for the run-of-the-mill 
horse operas. But the dressed-up 
actioners either via color or star 
like James Stewart, are 
drawing so big it is amazing old- 
time showmen here. 
should see the biggest output of 
outdoor stuff in many seasons, 
with earnings likely to hit record 
totals. There also is real coir 
around for highgrade musicals 
such as “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) 


| and “Fancy Pants” (Par) plus com- 
|edy fare similar to “Cheaper By 


Dozen” (20th). 

The high calibre of pix current- 
ly flowing from Hollywood togeth- 
er with some British films from 
J. Arthur Rank similar to ‘The 
Blue Lamp” and “Chiltern Hun- 


| dreds.” augers well for the 1951 


swing, with production schedules | 
for 1951 also set. Producers hope | 
to surpass last year’s high mark of | 


ROSSELLINI GO LATIN-AM. 


57 pictures. Previous record was 
in 1942, when 56 films were made. 
This in contrast with 23 pix turned 
out in 1945, 
in productions does not always rate 


While such increase | 


quality, the production end of the: 


industry is pleased because of in- 
creased employment at all studios. 

Emeleo has the most impressive 
lineup for the new year, including 
the first ‘color film to be made‘in 
Argentina, “Gaucho and the Devil,” 
already in production. Company 
additionally plans a musical built 
around the history of the Colon 
Opera theatre. It also has three 
historical epics, “The Last Hound,” 
“Crillo Horse” and “Don Segundo 
Sombra.” “Horse,” with Enrique 
Muino in the lead, is about Argen- 
tine’s famed horses, with Assn. of 


ing on the film. 
Artistas 
plans eight features, two starring 


season. 


ARG. PRODUCERS TO ASK 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 23. 
Local producers are encouraged by 


the fact that Ingrid Bergman and. 


Roberto Rossellini have agreed to 


‘attend the International Movie Fes- 


tival at Cantegril in Uruguay, only 
a step across the river Plate. They 
feel that if they are able to talk to 
the Italian director, they may con- 


‘vince him that his best plan would 


Argentinos Asociados | 


Alberto Closas. One will be a bio- | 
graphic, based on the life of Fer- | 


nando Fader, Argentine painter. 


General Belgrano studios list of | 


productions includes a whodunit. 
Local producers have caught on 
‘o the money-making possibilities 
Ol this type of fare. 


Argentina Sono Film staged an- 


aerial preview aboard a Braniff 
plane of its recently finished ver- 
sion of “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.” 


‘sana Guizar, film star and Tito’s | 


It is readying a production of “The | 


Grandfather,” with Narciso Ibanez 
Menta playing the lead originally 
desi ‘ned for Enrique Muino. 
Sono-Film is about to team 
blonde Zully Moreno with Angel 
Magana it, “The Undesirable.” The 
ei find, Carlos Thompson, also 
. * Sood role in thi: which Mario 
Soltict will direct. 
is ?; inematografica Interamericana 
Coniident that the Mexican pic 
‘wu’. Maria Felix, will fulfill her 
‘tract to come here in April. 


be to produce pix in Argentina. 
This would focus the attention of 
Latin America on Argentine-made 
films. They believe Rossellini 
would find himself at home in the 
Latin atmosphere of Argentine 
studios. A search is already being 
made by the smart local producers 


y ight inter- 
Argentine Horse Breeders collab- ' for some stery which might | 


est Rossellini. 

Although local production costs 
are mounting, they are still below 
those of Hollywood or Mexico. The 
snag might be what Ingrid Berg- 
man might demand for Argentine 
screen work. 


Not Given Top Billing, 





Mexico City, Jan. 23. 
Charging breach of contract, Su- 


cousin, is suing Juan J. Ortega, 


producer of her latest pic, “Carib- | 


bean Rhythm,” because he did not 
give her top billing. Miss Guizar 


says her contract calls for such) 
‘credits, but two other players were | 


billed above her. : 
Case is the first of its kind in 
Mexico. 





Marcel Rebiere, March of Time 


/cameraman attached to the Paris 


office, is in N. Y. currently tor 
homeoffice talks before taking new 
assignments. 
MOT’s “Tito—New Ally?” 


Current year | 


He recently meee 


London, Jan. 30. 

| The mass meeting organized by 
jthe Film Industries Employees 
|Council to focus public attention 
| of the British studio crisis, at which 
| Sir Laurence Olivier angered ex- 
hibs by claiming they retained too 
large a proportion of the b.o. re- 
ceipts, is being used as a spring- 
board for a national, political and 
industrial campaign. 

A “where-do we go from here” 
'meeting of the FIEC executive 
council held last Friday (26) de- 
cided on a six-point program to be 
carried out in the immediate fu- 
|future. The points are: 

; (1)°To organize a joint all-party 
;/meeting of M.P.s and members of 
| the House of Lords. 


| (2) To discuss with ths executive | 


|committee of the London Trades 
Council the most effective way in 
which the labor cause can be 
|spread among London trade unions. 
| (3) To meet the appropriate 
| committee of the Trades Union 
|Congress with a view to enlisting 
|its support. 

(4) To seek an early meeting 
|with Harold Wilson and submit to 
him the 10-point program endorsed 
by the conference. 


'meeting in key provincial cities to 


ibe addressed by stars and execu- | 


tive members of the Federation. 
| (6) To publish and distribute 


| pamphlets and other literature out- | 


| lining the FIEC case. 
Meantime, Olivier’s comments at 


|Friday’s meeting that exhibs net- | 


{ted 40% of boxoffice gross, has 


been challenged on a countrywide | 


‘basis. At Bristol, Arthur B. Watts, 
| president of the Cinematograph Ex- 
| hibitors Assn. described this as an 


‘ill-advised comment, while W. R. | 


|Fuller, CEA _ general secretary. 
| wrote a daily here that if the slen- 
|der profits of exhibs are taken in 
\inereased rentals, cinemas woul 
close and British film production 
would cease. Raising the quota 
would be no solution while the po- 
sitio. remains that the more films 
|a producer makes, the more money 
‘he loses. 5 

In another letter \ . S. Shepperd, 
_a Conservative M. P., whe was pres- 
ent at the FIEC meeting, claims 
| that internecine strife will hive the 
|effect of deflecting public attention 
| from the core of the trouble, which 
‘is that the government takes nearly 
| 40° of the b.o. receipts in enter- 
|tainments tax. 

In his’ statement at the FIEC 
meeting, Olivier argued that Brit- 
| ish production paid—but paid the 
wrong people. After exhibitors and 
/the government hac had theiv slice, 
, there was little left for the pro- 
ducer, he said. 


Shows in Australia 
(Week Ending Jan. 27) 








SYDNEY 
“Song of Norway” (Williamson), 


Royal. 
Em- 


“Oklahoma” (Williamson), 
(Ful- 





-| pire. 


Miss Guizar Sues Prod. 


“Message for Margaret’ 
lers), Palace. 
| “Tourist Trade” (Tivoli), Tivoli. 
MELBOURNE 


John Calvert Show, Tivoli’. 
Tivoli. 
“Worm’s Eye View” (William- 


' son), Comedy. 
“Young Wive’s Tale” (Fullers), 
| Princess. 


“Ice Follies” (Tivoli), His 
| Majesty's. 
ADELAIDE 
| Pantomime (Celebrity’, Majestic. 
BRISBANE 
! 


Vaudeville ‘Wallace’, Royal. 


Other Foreign News 
On Page 13 





NFFC Prod. Scheme Seen as Solving 
Many of England’s Film-Making Woes 





Wax.-Interviews With 
| UN Korean Fighters 


Tokyo, Jan. 23. 

U. S. listeners may soon hear 
firsthand accounts of Korean war 
experiences in the form of record- 
ed interviews with Korean veterans 
| made while the UN soldiers are in 
| Japan on five-day “rest and recup- 
eration” leave. The army’s Public 
Information Office here has an- 
nounced it would wax interviews at 
/enlisted men’s clubs in Japan and 
mail the platters to any radio sta- 
tion which the serviceman desig- 
nates, in the U. S. or other mem- 
bers of the United Nations. 

When servicemefi are accompa- 
nied by members of their families, 
the latter also will participate in 
the programs, PIO officers said. 
Small groups of Korean combat 
veterans are now being brought to 
Japan each week under the army’s 
rest plan. 


Mex Exhibs Vote 
To Curb 16m Pix 








(5) To organize a public mass | 


Mexico City, Jan. 23. 
| Exhibitors controlling more than 
1,800 cinemas throughout Mexico 
voted at their three-day annual con- 
| vention here to ask the government 


|te curb commercial exhibition of | 


|16m pix. Exhibs vigorously dis- 
|agreed with the recent statement 
| by Gen. Abelardo L. Rodriguez, ex- 
| President of Mexico, who heads the 


| semi-official Credito Cinematogra- | 


| fico, a film financing organization, 
| that Mexican exhibitors have no 
| competition. 

Convention speakers were loud 
in their attacks on the sharp com- 
petition from 16m exhibitions, and 
|contended that such exhibs, who 
pay few and low taxes, are becom- 
ing rich. However, the session 
|avoided open discussion on exhibi- 
tion trusts which some producer 
and exhibitor toppers warned the 


| ators. 

Officers, headed by Ing. Leo- 
poldo Ortega Casas as prexy, were 
reelected for the next year. 


‘MADRID LEGITERS 
FIGHT FLU, STORMS 


Madrid, Jan. 23. 
Fighting against the adverse odds 
‘of storms, snow and now the flu, 
‘the Madrid theatres have done 





‘amazingly well with their Carnival | 


,season shows. Argentine star Es- 
-meralda and Tranquillino made 
their bow at the Lope de Vega with 
“Tranquillandia,” a revue by Tran- 
| quillino. It features dancers Mer- 
_cedes Mozart, Juan Tena and Swed- 
ish Ballet Norag. 


At the Fuencaral, Mercedes Ve- | 


ca 
;cino and German Montenegro are 


the stars of “1001 Legs,” by Tono, | 


; Vall and Jumar. Featuring Argen- 
tine comics Dick and Biondi, these 
two are hits of the show. The 


'Teyna Hall, new vaude house, has | 
‘an American show with 24 show , 


girls and several starlets headed by 
Gloria Luz. 
the Raul Abril 
bands., the Ballet Cernuda and 
Mexican chantoosie Ana Maria 
Gonzales. 

Teatro Martin is staging the op- 
|eretta, “The Three Husbands of 
, Eve.” by Daniel Espana and Pedro 
|Llabres. It has passed 300 per- 
'formances. The Alcazar’s “La He- 
, chicera,” 





‘continue at least until June. The 
/musie is by Padilla, who also batons 
‘the orch. His new number, “Estu- 
| diantina.” is hecoming even more 
/popular here than his “Valencia” 
of nearly 30 years ago. 





Bill Boyd to Buenos Aires 
Buenos Aires, Jan. 23. 

William Boyd ‘Hopalong Cas- 
| sidv) landed here this week from 
a U. S. plane for a short vacation 
in Buenos Aires. A number of 
youthful cowboys, were on hand 
to meet him. 

Film actor plons to visit ranches 
‘and horse-breeding farms. 


government about recently as one | 
thing that was killing many oper- | 


The Casablanca has | 
and Lara Linan} 


starring Celia Gamez, has | 
| hit its 100th performance, and will | 


, London, Jan. 30. 
,* The much-heralded scheme for 
‘creating three production groups 
‘under the controlling arms of the 
National Film Finance Corp., which 
was announced last Thursday (25) 
‘by James Lawrie, will remove 
many of the financing problems ex- 
perienced. by British producers. 
However, it will provide little com- 
fort for independents not allied to 
major combines. The plan, an- 
nounced jointly by Lawrie and Sir 
Michael Balcon (unpaid produc- 
tion adviser to the Films Bank), 
puts 16 producers on a flat salary 
basis, averaging $14,000 a year, 
equal to the earnings of British 
cabinet ministers. 

Of the three new cvumpanies to 
be set up, two will be in associa- 
tion with the Rank and Associated 
British groups. The third will con- 
centrate on up-and-coming talent, 
mainly drawn from the document- 
ary field. Each company will have 
a nominal capital of $280 and there 
, will be NFFC nominees on the 
| boards of all three. 

The company to be formed in 
| association with General Film Dis- 
|tributors (Rank's distributing out- 
jlet in Britain) has 10 producing 
; teams affiliated to it, each of which 
will receive the fixed annual sal- 
aries. Production schedule for first 
/ year is not expected to excced six. 
Among the producers who will be 
on the payroll are Anthony Asquith, 
| Betty Box, Ronald Neame, Anthony 
'Havelock-Allan, Paul Soskin and 
Thorold Dickinson. Production will 
be centered at Pinewood and the 
first, “I Spy Strangers,” is already 
under way. 

The Associated Britich Picture 
Corp. unit will operate from Els- 
tree and for an estimated program 
/of three films will be able to draw 
on the talent of six production 
teams, including Marcel Hellman, 
| Leslie Arliss and Mario Zampi. 
| Sir Michael Balcon and Ear! St. 
John will be the Rank representa- 


tives on the board of the GFD 


(Continued on page 13) 


Lux Film Expands U. S. 
Releasing Setup, ‘Rice’ 
Tops Slate of 13 Pix 


| With some 13 pictures on its 
/1951 release slate, Lux Film Dis- 
'tributing Corp. last week opened 
'a Coast branch and at the same 
{time named franchise reps to 
handle bookings in other areas. 
Coast office is located in Los 
Angeles with Arthur Burnham and 
; Edward Barison in charge. Local 
reps appointed to date include 
| Jack Engel (Screen Guild) for 
| Philadelphia and the Pennsylvania 
| territory; E. J. Stutz, (Realart), 
‘Cleveland and Cincinnati; and S. 
N. Wheeler,- Washington, D. C. 
Reportedly behind Lux’s move 
|}in augmenting its sales facilities 
is the strong biz the company has 
been doing with “Bitter Rice.” An 
Italian import, the film is now 
playing in 18 theatres in the U. S., 
and some 129 more houses are re- 
ported as booked for the next two 
months. Since the preem of the 
Silvana Mangano starrer at the 
World, N. Y., last September, the 
‘gross has hit around $500,000. 
Product tabbed for distribution 
this year include “The Road of 





Hope,” “The Bride Can't Wait,” 
“Heroes and Brigands,” “There's 
No Peace Among the Olives,” 
“Street Urchin,” “The Heart 
Knows No _ Frontiers,” “Love 
Story,” “Without Pity,” “Bitter 


Rice,” “Mill on the Po” and “Wolf 
of the Sila” plus the French im- 
ports “Paris Waltz” and “Oh, 
Amelia." 





England Resort Spots 
Form Booking Setup 


London, Jan. 23. 

Directors of Entertainment in 
Whole of West o° England is title 
of newly-formed organization, tak- 
‘ing in owners of theatres, cinemas, 
entertainment halls of various cor- 
| porations, hotels, ballroom oper- 
ators, in 30 West England towns, 
mostly resort communities which 
are active all vear. 

These spots have had difficulties 
in booking entertainers for their 
visitors because of lack of unity. 
New organization operating from 
Exeter, Devonshire, is now in a 
position to give any suitable act 
a minimum of 12 weeks, and more 
‘often as much as 30 weeks. 
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Wednesday, January 31, 1951 





THE MOST PRAISED 
PICTURE OF THE YEAR! 


“Best drama of the month. A rare and 
satisfying treat.”—LOUELLA PARSONS 
“Louis Calhern’s performance ranks 
among screen’s greatest.”—HEDDA 
HOPPER « “Fine film version of the 
play.” —-WOMAN’S HOME COM- 
PANION « “Outstanding film. Great 
charm and humor.’’— REDBOOK 
“Louis Calhern ... leading Academy 
Award contender.’’—LOUIS SOBOL 
(Syndicated Columnist) « “Louis Calhern 
repeats his fine stage performance.” 
—GOOD HOUSEKEEPING + “‘The 
Magnificent Yankee’ is just that—mag- 
nificent.”—SHEILAH GRAHAM (Syjx- 
dicated Columnist) « “Everyone’s mag- 
nificent in ‘The Magnificent Yankee’.”’ 
—ERSKINE JOHNSON (Syndicated Col- 
umnist) « “Contemplating Academy 
Award voting, 1950 brought forth only 
good pictures, and no giants. Now that 
is changed...I hope ‘The Magnificent 
Yankee’ wins.’’—EILEEN CREELMAN, 
N. Y. World-Tele. and Sun « “*The Mag- 
nificent Yankee’ superbly played by 
Louis Calhern.””—WALTER WINCHELL 
“An extraordinary film ... Women 
will love it.”— LEE MORTIMER, N. Y. 
Mirror « “Louis Calhern is little short 
of magnificent.” —KATE CAMERON, 
N. Y. Daily News ¢ “Louis Calhern gets 
my vote for Academy Award.” — BILL 
LEONARD, C.B.S. « “Mr. Calhern en- 
dows drama with humor, inspiration 
and heart.” —BOSLEY CROWTHER 
“Finest biographical film I have ever 
seen.’ —H. V. KALTENBORNe“Entranc- 
ingly producedandacted.’’—HERBERT 
BAYARD SWOPE - ‘Magnificent per- 
formances by Louis Calhern and Ann 
Harding.”’—HELEN HAYES«“A picture 
every American should see.’’-—FANNIE 
HURST» WINNER OF PARENTS’ 
MAGAZINE MEDAL « “A truly great 
picture.’"—BOXOFFICE MAGAZINE 
“Vital, powerful, brilliant, warm, 
human.” —FILM DAILY « “Credit to the 
industry and screen.” —THE EXHIBITOR 
“Prestige for the industry and payoff 
at the box-office.” —VARIETY 


* 


M-G-M_ presents ‘THE MAGNIFICENT 
YANKEE” starring LOUIS CALHERN 
ANN HARDING + Written by Emmet 
Lavery * Based on his play produced by Arthur 
Hopkins + Directed by JOHN STURGES 
Produced by ARMAND DEUTSCH + A 
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER PICTURE 





* Thank you Mr. Jones 


for myself and my family for 
‘The Magnificent Yankee’.” 
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Heat Wave, Dearth of U.S. Pix Slough | Now a Mex Film Festiva 


Mexico City, Jan. 23. 


An International Film Fair, 


Castillo Lopez, chief of the gov- 


m : : | h like those in Europe, is be- 
Argentine Biz; Some Spots to Fold izsse2"ier"ir°% Sos 


/é~ 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 23. + 


A blazing heat wave has struck 


Argentina this summer, and it has | May Preem ‘Decision’ 


cut inte film theatre patronage. In 
addition, cinema trade is way off. 


Grosses have slipped so alarming: | 


ly that quite a few exhibitors con- 


template folding, at least until | 
thev are sure of getting U. S. 
product again. Throughout 1949) 


and 1950, foreign distributors in 
Buenos Aires still had stocks of 
some unreleased pictures on their 
sheives. 
ing by reissuing old pix. 
the shelves are practicaliy bare 
and the oldies have worn out their 
w. come. 

The surprise package of the old- 
ies is exceptional biz done by “City 
Lights” at the first-run, Gran Cina 
Opera (Lococo Circuit), réissue be- 
ing in its seventh week. It grossed 
$33.235 in first four weeks. This 


is a better gross than that done by | 


Gran Rex (Cavallo) showing “La 
Culpa La Tuvo el Otro” (Inter- 
americana), locally-made, which 
features comedian Luis Sandrini. 

“Tron Curtain” (20th), day-date 


at the Broadway and Ocean the-| 


atres ran eight weeks at the latter 
and two at the Broadway, grossing 
$29,235 in six weeks. “Gone With 
the Wind” has already run another 
four weeks of 1951, after totalling 
15 in 1950, following a 44-week 
second-run in 1949. 


Scalera Distrib Chief 
Back for ‘Angelo’ Preem 


Pietro Bullio, head of Scalera 
Film Distributing Corp., is sched- 
uled to return to N. Y. from Italy 
on the Liberte Monday (5) after 
several months’ delay 





ment. Originally he planned to 
make the trip last November. In- 
tercession by the Motion Picture 


Assn. of America with the U. S.., 


State 
visa. 
Following Bullio’s arrival, he will 


Dept. helped expedite his 


attend the preem of Scalera’s “An- | 
gelo” at the Trans-Lux 60th St. | 


theatre, N. Y¥., in February. Italian 
film was formerly titled “The Mu- 
latto.” 

Robert and Everett Haggiag, in- 
dependent producers and distribu- 
tors, have acquired the controlling 
interest in the Scalera Studios in 
Rome. Everett Haggiag will be 
company prexy. Robert Haggiag 
is an associate of international 
film financier Jacques Grinieff. 
Latter heads a syndicate which has 


been dickering to take over United | 


Artists. 

















Brit. Circuits 


~~ continued from page 11 Saaaeeet 





Organization. This rule they op- 
erate impartially although they 


could doubtless have put it into! 


Operation on part of the circuit 
with some 
ductions like “Hamlet,” “Henry V” 


and “Red Shoes.” But these played 


the cireuit (except in certain road- 
show situations) for the usual sin- 
gle week. 


The issue has been raised again 
in view of the exceptional number , 


of top productions currently in cir- 
culation from Hollywood, and also 
because British producers feel that 
extended-playing time would give 
them a better opportunity to get 
out of the red. During the Easter 
vacation, three of Hollywood’s most 
expensive productions are to com- 
pete against each 
major circuits. These’are “Samson 
and Delilah” and 


Which will be playing the Rank cir- | 


cuits, and “King Solomon's Mines,” 
out on release via Associated Brit- 
ish. Some industry observers feel 
that if these three productions are 


to get biggest returns they should | 


have been released either on a 


Staggered basis, or alternatively, | 


on extended-runs so the public 
could see all three. It is considered 
unlikely that the majority of the 
picture patrons will be able to 
catch the three films in a single 
Weck since few people will have 
the time or money to make three 
Visits to the theatre in six days. 


RKO’s Kohn Moved to Mexico 


Lucovici Kohn, RKO sales man- | 
a’. tn Mexico, has been shifted | 
to Chile in a similar capacity. 

Kohn succeeds Enrique Fried- 





haisor, who died last week. 


Later they have kept go-| 
But now | 


other on the, 


“Cinderella,” | 


In Germany for 20th 


Frankfurt, Jan, 23. 

The Army’s Motion Picture Serv- 
ice discloses it is negotiating with 
20th-Fox to stage a gala prevue 
show for “Decisior Before Dawn,” 
now being shot in Germany. Pic, 
originally titled “Call It Treason,” 
‘and “Legion of Damned,” is the 
third 20th-Fox pic made in Ger- 
many. Produced by Anatole Litvak 
and Frank MacCarthy, film is 
scheduled to be completed soon. 
| If the deal comes through it will 
‘be the second gala opening staged 
by the Army. Universal’s “Francis” 
had its world preem in Germany. 

The Service also announced that 
it now operates 226 houses in the 
' occupation zones, with 85 different 
features being shown simultane- 
ously. About 1,000,000 patrons visit 
the Army houses every month, or 
over 30,000 daily. 


BULGARIA TO OPEN 80 
MORE THEATRES IN ’51 


Sofia, Jan. 16. 
The number of theatres in Bul- 
' garia rose from 70 to 1944 to 510 





announcement. There were 115 new 
houses opened in 1950 alone. An 
additional 100 mobile theatres 
serve some 3,500,000 persons. 
The Bulgarian State Film Enter- 
prise will open 80 more theatres 
this year. The announcement said 
the Bulgarian film industry was 
greatly aided by having received 
Soviet projection equipment. 


NFFC Prod. 


Continued from page 11 =! 





stemming | 
. t 
from the McCarran Act enforce- 














,company, and Robert Clark, ABPC 
| production chief, will-be on the 
| Elstree company board. 

_ Financing on 70-30 Basis 
Financing ararngements for 
| these two outfits will be on a 70-30 
| basis. Distribution guarantees 
from GFD and Associated British 
| will be discounted at the bank for 
| the first 70° and the balance will 
| be provided entirely by the Films 
| Bank. 

| The third group, with Balcon 
'as its chairman, and John Grierson 
,and John Baxter as_ production 
‘chiefs, will operate f-om Southall 
| studios, whieh are being leased for 
one year. Product from this com- 
pany, which is being registered as 
Group Three, Ltd., wil. be dis- 
tributed through Associated British 
Film Distribs, who are providing 
part of the finance through distri- 
‘bution guarantees. Bulk of the 
|money to develop this project will, 


| however, be coming from the cof- | 


‘fers of the Films Bank. 
The producer will share in the 
| distribution of profits, but will not 


earlier topflight pro-| be expected to share losscs. Dis- 


‘tribution of profits to producers 
will be on a sliding scale basis, 
|with the percentage going down 
as the profits go up. 


On the first $140,700 the pro-, 


ducer will get a cut of 25%. For 
the next $140,000, his share will be 
| limited to 10°. Anything over and 
above a net profit of $280,000 will 


earn the producer 5°. This profit- | 


sharing for the produce: is in ad- 
dition to the flat salary paid under 
the scheme. 


the NFFC estimates that it will 


this year. The three group com- 
| panies will receive an allocatiorof 
|}about one-sixth will go to Group 
| Three, Ltd. The balance will be 
available for financing independ- 
‘ents operating outside the groups. 

Although this new project may 
go a long way to insuring continu- 
ity of production at Pinewood and 
Elstree, it will provide little solace 
for independent film nakers. The 
combined output of the three 
groups, together with the programs 
of Korda producers and other stu- 
dios, may well satisfy quota needs 
of the entire industry. Consequent- 
‘ly the outsiders might experience 
| inereasing financing diff -ulties. 





German Train Theatre 
Frankfurt, Jan. 23. 


The German Federal Railways | 
| “Will Any Gent,” Strand (21). 


has put into service its first train 
theatre. 


last year, according to an official | 
‘ 


With repayments that are due, | 


have around $3,350,000 to play with | 


approximately $2,000,000, of which | 


ernment’s cinematographic depart- 
ment. 
It likely would be held this sum- 


mer. Dates will be decided upon. 
when the invited countries definite- | 
ly accept. Invitation will be ex- | 
tended the U. S. and other top film- ' 


producing countries to send select- 
ed pix and reps. 


Russian-Controlled Net 
_ Raids Red-White-Red 


} 
} 
| 


Vienna, Jan. 23. 





Competition between the U. S.-' 
controlled Red-White-Red Austrian | 


‘network and the Austrian govern- 
| ment-owned,. but Russian con- 
trolled RAVAG has been intensi- 
fied by talent raids, principally in 
RAVAG’s favor. Since the govern- 
ment net gets the bulk of the in- 
come from nationwide radio lis- 
teners tax, it can pay much more 
/money than the chronicaily broke 
!RWR. This 


| ice appropriations which do _ not 
seem to have reached RWR’s tal- 
ent level. Both networks have re- 
‘cently been accepting a limited 
amount of commercial time, but 
|/only the crudest sort of spot an- 
nouncements. 

Latest development is loss of 
|RWR’s star comic, Alexander Stein- 
brecher, who switched to the So- 
| viet-tinged RAVAG after three 
| years with the Yanks. Steinbrecher 
| had built a solid Saturday night 
| following for his half-hour Fred 
Allen-type of show featuring sharp- 
_ly pointed sketches and parodies. 
,His slot is being filled by Karl 


| Farkas, old-time Viennese comic. 


‘who spent the war years in the 
U. S. and returned in 1946. 
RAVAG's budget is about four 


times that of RWR, which Amer- | 
have tried to make self-' 


i icans 
| supporting while pouring dollars 
|into other forms of informational 
activities. That means that a typi- 
; cal RWR talent fee for a 30-minute 
/ show, including rehearsals, might 
be less than $4. RAVAG can and 
will pay two or three times this 
| figure, which makes a big differ- 
ence. 


However, on RAVAG all mate- | 


‘rial is subject to stringent review 
‘by Soviet censor and many per- 
‘formers find that as hard to take 
‘as frequent “requests” that they 


| appear on Russian programs heavi- 


' 


‘and often slanted against their own | 
‘country and government. Despite | 


| bigger budgets, RAVAG’s audience 
‘appeal suffers greatly from the 
| heavy weight of Soviet programs, 
‘especially since they are pro- 
'grammed in choicest time slots. 


_Nearest approacl to a listeners sur- | 


vey available here shows RWR 
with 60° of all listeners. 

Despite continuing disagreement 
‘in the Allied Council, where So- 
viets are insisting on control of 
‘potential video stations, the Aus- 
| trian post and TV administration 
!announced it has contracted for a 
| transmitter to be used in train- 
, ing engineers. 





‘Hornblower’ Preem April 12 
London, Jan. 30. 
Princess Margaret is to attend 
the world preem here April 12 of 
“Capt. Horatio Hornbloy e, R.N.,” 
| filmed in Britain last year by War- 
/ner Brothers. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Jan. 30. 
“Accolade.” Aldwych (21). 
“Blue for Boy,” His Majesty’s (9). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (34). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (39). 








“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (31). 
“Fol de Rois,” St. Martin’s (4). 
“Follies Bergere,” Hipp (69). 
“Gay Invalid,” Garrick (1). 

“His Excellency,” Piccadilly (36). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (38). 
“Home & Beauty.”” Wyndh’m (18). 
| “King Rhapsody,” Palace (71). 
| “Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (46). 
| “Lace on Petticoat,” Ambass. (7). 
| “Litthe Hut,” Lyric (23). 

| “Pt. Departure,” York's (5). 

' “Reluctant Heroes,” W'tch’l] (20). 
| “Ring Round Moon,” Gl’be (44). 
| 


“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (33). 
“9d Tanqueray,” Haymark’t (22). 
“Take It From Us.” Adelphi (13). 
“To Dorothy, a Son,” Savoy (10) 
“Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion (14) 


In Austria for Talent 


despite considerably , 
| increased U. S. Information Serv- | 


|ly weighted with Red propaganda | 


“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Ph'nix (16). 








Nazi Link to Force Out 
Berlin Film Assn. Chief 


Berlin, Jan. 23. 


Industry circles 
Oscar Cammann, present manager 
of the Berlin branch of the top 
|German film industry association, 
Spitzen-organisation der Filmwirt- 
schaft (SPIO), will be removed 
soon because of his former posi- 
tion in the Nazi Reichsfilmkammer 
(Reich Film Chamber). 


This development came after the 
| general assembly meeting of SPIO 
here, which decided to integrate 
the Berlin organization with that 
in Western Germany. The two or- 
ganizations now operate separately, 
with Motion Picture Association of 
| America (MPAA) members (with 
the exception of Metro) being 
members of the West German 
SPIO. 


Cammann formerly was a minor 
official in the Reichsfilmkammer. 





East German Commies 
Seek Western Markets 
For Red Screen Fare 


Berlin, Jan. 23. 
East German film toppers are 
attempting to acquire showings of 
Communist-made pix outside the 
iron curtain. 
sought at present is in West Ber- 


jlin. There are numerous theatres 
situated near the Soviet zone and 





‘that sector’s borders which fea- | 


ture anti-red pix and play to full 
houses every performance. These 
theatres offer special rates to East 
Germans. 


These theatre owners recently 

were approached by the Commu- 
nists and asked to show DEFA pix. 
The Communists suggested that 
‘such films should uot be submitted 
to the German “self-control” cen- 
sorship board. They claimed that 
some houses in the western zones 
were holding “private showings” 
| of Communist films and permitting 
anyone with 15c. to attend. The 
'Berlin theatre owners turned the 
| proposition down. The Communists 
then stated that when they “take 
over Western Berlin, these theatre 
owners will be dealt with accord- 
ingly.” 

Although the DEFA people were 
not able to penetrate West Berlin, 
‘they apparently have established a 
‘foothold in the U. S. Recently 
DEFA’s “Marriage of Figaro” was 
shown in Hollywood and New York. 
It is claimed here that the proceeds 
from this film and other DEFA 
productions shown in the U. S. are 
| being used to support the Com- 
munist party in America. 


London Film Notes 


London, Jan. 23. 


Metro (London) dickering with 
David Farrar to costar in their 
| forthcoming production of “Ivan- 
hoe,” due to start shooting late in 
March, with Stewart Granger and 
| Jean Simmons the other stars. But 
Farrar is unlikely to accept offer 
', .. Gregory Ratoff, who recenily 
completed three-picture deal with 
Columbia (British) Pictures, off to 
U. S. soon to line up leading man 
/and top players for first pic “I Am 
Your Man,” adapted from the 
| French by Lenore Coffee. Pic ex- 
| pected to start shooting at Nettle- 
fold studios in March. Ratoff is 





report that) 


Number one area, 





Wife of U.S. Army Capt. Makes Lone 
Yank Vaude Agency Click in Germany 


Wiesbaden, Jan. 23. 


The wife of an U. S. Air Force 
captain here operates the only 
American vaudeville agency in 
Germany, supplying U. S. and Eu- 
ropean talent to the Army's service 
club circuit. Agency represents a 
$150,000-a-year business. She is 
Mrs. Charles Kappmeyer, who es- 
tablished her agency, Betty Kaye 
Productions (her maiden name) in 
August, 1949. The first year she 
ran $6,000 in the red, but pres- 
ently her agency was doing over 
$10,000 a month. She was licensed 
by European Command Headquar- 
ters and is the only American 
agent. 


Her agency, additionally, is the 
only one which gives guaranteed 
weekly salaries. Americans can 
make as much as $250 per week 
while Europeans rate $100 to $150 
weekly, However, while the Army 
' permits U. S. acts to take all their 
payments in dollars, Europeans 
can have only $35 weekly, remain- 
der being transferred to their 
| home countries. The small number 
{of rival agents was explained by 
| Mrs. Kaye-Kappmeyer by the fact 
j} that while she guarantees weekly 
| salaries to her acts, the Army pays 
her by performances. Additional- 
ly, the Army has a right to break 
any contract at any time without 
| compensation. These risks scare 
off many potential agents. 

About 95% of her acts are Conti- 
nental, the others American. How- 
ever, recently she managed to in- 
crease the number of U. S. acts. 
Her shows play Army clubs in 
Germany. Her agency handled 
some 500 acts and 20 bands in 
1950. This year an average of two 
new shows are being produced 
weekly, and usually six separate 
shows or more run concurrently. 

U. S. name talent she handled 
includes Roscoe Ates, whom she 
recently signed up for three months 
after Ates wound up in the Air 
| Force-sponsored Hollywood Cara- 
van show. Among the others are 
*(or were): Dick Vernon, of Chica- 
go, who co-starred in the London 
production of “Annie Get Your 
Gun”; N. Y. dancer Lorraine King; 
_ Philadelphia comedian and juggler 
‘Clem Foust; violinist and comedian 
Ronny Carver; Norman Lawrence, 
, of Seattle, who in London starred 
in “Golden City” and played Ciro’s 
and the Embassy there as well as 
‘on British TV; Lloyd Paese, of 
Wisconsin, opera singer she signed 
_in Paris; Salvadore Travisi and 
‘Mary Campbell, light opera sing- 
‘ers; Czech-born comedian and 
{magician Jerry Bergman; Rod 
Strong and Dale Strong, a dancing 
'duo, who also played in the Paris 
| Lido shows; Art Lincoln, baritone, 
-also of 1948-49 Lido shows and 
formerly with a Den Yost unit; 
‘Jules Epstein, a concert pianist; 
and Roth & Shary, comedians. 
| Her top foreign talent includes 
‘Dolores Micheline, French singer; 
Maria Velente & Family, who 
| toured the U. S. in 1935; Nick Ma- 
|tone, N. Y.-born [Italian singer; 
|Gaston Palmer, Jr., New Jersey- 
; born man from England; Senor 
Wences, Spanish ventro; Jerry 
' Leader, British, who signed for a 
‘South America tour with Xavier 
_Cugat; Trios Fayes, Hungarian 
_acrobats who played in London 
' Palladium, Paris and Rome; and 
Bil & Bil, British acrobats, also 
formerly at the Palladium. 

Mrs. Kappmeyer, 28, has been 
in showbiz since she was eight. 
Chicago-born, she sang and danced 
there, and also played the Borscht 
' circuit. She was a WAC in 1944-45 
and came here in 1947. 





/ anxious to get Douglas Fairbanks, | 


Jr., for the top role . . . Associated 
British pictures to do a remake of 
'J. B. Priestley’s “The Good Com- 
panions,” with 
at Elstree in May. Pic was made 
!by Victor Saville for Gaumont- 
British in 1934, with Jessie Mat- 
thews, John Gielgud and Edmond 
Gwenn starred. 

| Nat Bronsten has lined up the 
cast for “Valley Of the Eagle,” his 
i/next picture for J. Arthur Rank 
| Organization. It will he headed by 
| John MacCullumn and Nadia Gray. 
Outdoor shots start early in Feb- 
ruary, with location mostly in 
Sweden. Terence Young will 
direct .. . Jack Raymond, head of 
Byron Films, has acquired filming 
rivhts of current Whitehall theatre 
hit, “Reluctant Heroes,” as starring 
vehicle for George Formby, who 








‘makes his return to films after 12 


years. Understood price paid for 


“Worm’s View,” Comedy (197). | film rights is $15,000. 


shooting to start ! 


London Legit Bits 


London, Jan. 23. 


Stapleton Productions, newly- 
‘formed play producing outfit, is to 
present a series of three short 
plays by the late Bernard Shaw. 
These are one-acters “A Village 
Wooing,” “Dark Lady” and “Man 
of Destiny.” Cast is headed by 
Rosamund John, Griffith Jones and 
Ellen Pollock, with latter also to 
produce. Starts three-week tour 
at Manchester, Feb. 12, coming to 
the West End, probably at the St. 
Martin’s, some time in March .. 
“Seagulls Over Sorrento.” the cur- 
rent George and Alfred Black and 
H. M. Tennent’s Apollo theatre hit, 
has been acquired by J. C. William- 
son for production in Australia in 
late spring. Wallace Douglas, who 
produced the show in London, 


{will do the job in Australia. 
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Atlas Remains 
Holdout on Par 
Stock Transfer 


Atlas Corp., Wall St. investment 
house, identified itself this week as 
one of the most important Para- 
mount stock-transfer holdouts. 

Annual report from the financial 
outfit shows it has yet to unload 
its holdings in either Par film firm 
or United Paramount Theatres, 
though ownership of both issues 
means partial restrictions on UPT 
dividend payments. 

Atlas owns 25,000 shares of Par 
common, which it carries at $540,- 
625, and the same number of UPT 
certi.icates of interest, quoted at 
$462,500. Actual stock shares rep- 
resented by the certificates must 
remain in trusteeship, as required 
under the Par antitrust suit con- 
sent decree, so long as Atlas con- 
tinues ownership of the film com- 
pany shares, or until the trust ar- 
rangement is terminated. 

UPT, of course, is anxious for 
this termination at the earliest. For 
this reason prexy Leonard Golden- 
son repeatedly has pleaded with 
stockholders to convert the interest 
certificates into regular shares as 
a means of gaining court approval 
for dropping the trustee. 

Atlas Free to Collect 50% 

Having refrained from doing 
this, Atlas is free to collect only 
50° of UPT divvy payments, wih 
the balance held in escrow by the 
trustee. Atlas will collect the re- 
maining 50% only when it disposes 
of the Par holdings or the trust is 
eliminated. 

Atlas report further showed con- 
tinued heavy holdings in Walt Dis- 
ney Productions, including 93,050 
shares of the film firm’s common, 
which are valued at $767,662. Port- 
folio includes, too, Disney 4°% 
bonds, carried at $265,055. 

Floyd Odlum, president of the 
outfit, said the investments make 
Atlas the second largest holder of 
Disney shares, next to the Disneys 
themselves. 

Atlas also disclosed ownership of 
750 shares of $5 preferred stock 
and 150 shares of corn ‘aon in Mo- 
tion Picture Capital Corp., “arried 
at $125,000. Firm, which is headed 
by N. Peter Rathvon, finances in- 
dependent film production. 


Prod. Cos. 


Continued from page 3 

















ent on an allied theatre chain, 
Paramount Pictures wound up its 
first year of independent opera- 
tions with a net profit estimated at 
$7,000,000. When the outfit was 
integrated with the circuit, latter 
by far was the heavier coin-earner. 

Par pix had a net of about $3,- 
200,000 in 1949. This was down 
from the $5,841,625 earned in 1948. 
On the other hand, Par theatre 
chain, on its own, wound up 1950 
with a profit unofficially estimated 
at close to $9,000,000. Chain 
earned $17,575.428 in 1949 and 
$16.727,477 the previous year. 

However, drop in Par theatre 
earnings was not necessarily com- 
mensurate with the drop in busi- 
ness. Company has made extensive 
changes in its holdings as a result 
of its consent decree in the indus- 
try antitrust suit so that making 
specific comparisons in earnings 
is impossible. 

Loew’s $7,854,454 Net 


While Loew’s theatre earnings 
have fallen off, major’s consoli- 
dated profit for fiscal 1950 amount- 
ed to $7,854.454. This was up from 
the $6.744.761 net in 1949. 

No breakdown on pie earnings 
Was given but it’s generally fig- 
ured that the drop in theatre in- 
come was accompanied by a sub- 
stantial gain in production-distri- 
bution. Some time ago, Loew’s 
stockholders at a N. Y. meeting 
were informed that production op- 
erated at a $1.000,000 loss in 1949. 

Neither RKO nor 20th-Fox has 
completed reports for 1850 but the 
two firms have reported substan- 
tial paring of expenses, which 
Should help boost pic earnings. 
RKO trimmed studio operating 
costs by $2,000,000. 

Also, in the first half of 1950 
alone, 20th lopped off $5,000,000 
from film distribution, theatre op- 
eration and administration § ex- 

penses, as compared with thé first 
26 weeks of 1949. 


Phonevision 
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ps of the week. Friday night 
‘viewing was up from 23 to 47, 
‘while viewing on Sunday night 
dipped from 53 the second week to 
37 for the third week. 


Features screened under the ro- | 
tating system the third stanza of) 


the test, scheduled for 90 days, in- 


cluded “Song of the Thin Man” 
(M-G), “Bride Goes Wild” (M-G), 
“Man From Texas” (ELC), ‘““Win- 


ter Meeting” (WB), ““‘Where There’s 
Life” (Par), “‘Hunchback of Notre 
Dame” (RKO) and “Romance on 
the High Seas” (WB). Starting 
later in the week were “I Remem- 
ber Mama” (RKO) and “The 
Search” (M-G). 
lies ordered “Hunchback,” repre- 
senting 34.49% of the available 
audience, while “Where There’s 
Life,” a Bob Hove starrer, ranked 
second in popularity with 93 or- 
ders during the week, or 31% of 
the total. 

During the fourth week, the pic- 


tures included, in addition to 
“Mama” and “Search,” “Gunga 
Din” (RKO), “Wallflower” (WB), 
“Sister Kenny” (RKO), “No Leave, 
No Love” (M-G) and “Saigon” 
(Par). Teeing off at the end of 


the week were “Bringing Up Baby” 














(RKO) and “Big Punch” (WB), 
which will extend into the fifth 
stanza under the rotating plan. 
Most orders for the third week 
were for “Search,” with 92, and 
“Gunga Din,” with 89. 

| Kramer-Col 

| Continued from page 3 ——eaee 





and musical director Dimitri Tiom- 
kin. 

Sternad, Gerstad, Tiomkin and 
others worked for Kramer on ear- 
ly pix when he was strapped for 
coin and took considerably less 
than their normal fees. As a re- 
sult, he féels a moral obligation 
toward them, as well as a desire 
to keep them with him for their 
technical contributions. 

2 Partners in Peculiar Class 

Two of Kramer’s partners fall 
into a peculiar status. They are 
v.p. George Glass, supervisor of 
publicity and advertising, and Carl 
Foreman, who has done the Kram- 
er screenplays. * With all control 
of publicity and advertising in the 
hands of Col under the new 
financing-releasing deal which has 
been worked out, Glass’s activities 
in that regard will be minimized. 
There will 
duties to occupy his attention, 
however, with Kramer plannigpg a 
_production program of up to six 
yearly. 


| Foreman will undoubtedly con- 
tinue to write for Kramer, and also 
continue as a partner, but there 
are some difficulties since Kramer 
and Glass are to be on regular 
payrolls. In New York, another 
Kramer stalwart, Myer P. Beck, 
who worked for him for free 
handling the eastern publicity-ad- 
vertising end, is being left out by 
the nature of the Col deal. Kramer 
and Glass put up a mighty battle 
with v.p. Abe Schneider and sales 
chief Abe Montague when in New 
York recently to retain Beck. Col 
execs insisted, however, just as 
Cohn has regarding the studio 
, aides, that Col had its own pub- 
licity department which was _ al- 
ready part of its overhead, and it 
would not permit Kramer to add 
any such additional overhead 
charges to his pix. 

| George J. Schaefer, Kramer’s 
sales chief, will be left out entirely 
under the Col deal, too, since the 
company is taking over all re- 
sponsibility in that regard and 
Montague will not permit outside 
interference. Schaefer and Beck 
will continue to work for Kramer 
for some _ time, however, on 
“Cyrano,” which is in roadshow re- 
lease. 


Schaefer on Southern Trip 
Kramer sales chief George J. 
Schaefer is currently on a 10-day 
tour to Florida, Louisiana and 
Texas. He’s looking over houses 
and setting deals for roadshow en- 
gagements of “Cyrano.” 





New School Pié Course 


New School for Social Research, 
N. Y., is starting a course in “Film 
for Public Relations” Feb. 5. 

Series of lectures will be con- 
ducted by Sidney Kaufman, pro- 
ducer, director and writer of tech- 





Total of 102 fami-| 


be plenty of other. 


Regular TV No Stymie 
Chicago, Jan. 30. 

Competition of the regular 

television programs, which 

Chicago’s Phonevision families 
' ean watch for free as com- 
pared with the $1 charge for 
| the feature films they order, 
apparently hasn’t had much 
effect yet on the Phonevision 
boxoffice. Total of 31 families 
ordered the Tuesday night at 
9 o’clock screening, which is 
the time that NBC’s Milton 
Berle show is aired in Ch? 
The Tuesday Phonevision au- 
dience is about average for 
that screening time during the 
week. 

Sixty-one of the 300 avail- 
able families preferred their 
Phonevision film to NBC’s Sat- 
urday night “Show of Shows” 
(Sid Caesar), with the figure 
representing the highest total 
number of orders placed for a 
single screening during the 
week. On Sunday nights at 
9, when Phonevision must 
compete with both CBS’ Ed 
Sullivan show and NBC’s “Col- 


gate Comedy Hour,” only 37 
families ordered the featured 


film. 


Disney Execs M 
Big ‘Alice Ball 

With their sights adjusted on an 
extensive ad-pub campaign, execs 
of Walt Disney Productions and 
RKO met in New York yesterday 
(Tues.) to study and review pre-re- 
lease ballyhoo on ‘Alice in Won- 
derland.” Produced by Disney, the 
all-cartoon Technicolor feature is 
scheduled for RKO _ distribution 
next fall. 

Presided over by Disney world- 
wide salesmanager William  B. 
Levy, the meet was the third in a 
series of such conclaves which are 
aimed at digesting ideas submitted 
by Disney and RKO sales and ad- 
pub department members. Every 
possible medium of promotion is 
expected to be utilized to acquaint 
the filmgoing public with “Alice.” 

National advertising was particu- 
larly stressed. In view of the suc- 
cess of the Disney Christmas TV 
show, “One Hour in Wonderland,” 





it was indicated that radio and TV | 
Series of AM | 


will be heavily used. 
and TV spot and air trailers are 
projected while special recordings 
to plug the ‘Alice’ music will be 
grooved to disk jockeys. 

Mag advertising campaign, which 
got underway in the Jan. 22 issue 
of Life, reportedly will exceed all 
| prior Disney ad efforts. Drive will 
,extend through -##e next six 
,months, with color pages and 
spreads in the most important 
media. Ambitious merchandising 
plans call for more than 100 Dis- 
ney-licensed firms to manufacture 
scores of “Alice” products. 

With 10 tunes in the ‘Alice” 
score to be plugged, the music cam- 
paign is slated to start in March. 
Virtually all recording companies 
are said to have waxed the num: 
bers on a total of 46 individual 
records and three albums to date. 
Reprints of the Lewis Carroll 
classic as weli as a flock of comic 
books will also spread the ‘‘Alice” 
legend. 

Aside from Levy, some 17 other 
Disney staffers attended the ses- 
_sion, including Card Walker, ad 
;manager; O. B. Johnston, veepee 
in charge of character merchan- 
dise; Paul Pease, treasurer; Jack 
Cutting, foreign production mana- 
ger from Paris; Leo Samuels, as- 
sistant to Levy, and Charles L. 
Levy, eastern pub director, among 
others. RKO contingent of four 
reps was headed by advertising di- 
rector S. Barret McCormick 


Wallis Hosts Celebs 
At D. C. Screening 


Hal Wallis, who has been in New 
York for the past several wecks, 
and Joseph Hazen, his partner in 
Wallis-Hazen Productions, were in 
Washington last night (Tues.) for 
prestige screening of their “Sep- 
tember Affair.”’ Wallis heads from 
the capital back to the Coast, while 
| Hazen continues on to Florida for 
a 10-day vacation. Hazen is plan- 
ning to leave New York Feb. 20 
for two weeks of huddles with 
Wallis in Hollywood. 

Erie Johnston was host last night 
at the screening for Italian Ambas- 
sador Alberto Tarchiani and a cast 
of political celebs. Pic, being re- 





nical, educational and documentary | leased by Paramount, was made in 


‘ films. 


Italy. 


Inside Stufi—Pictures 


Despite competition from other amusement media, Hollywood films 
are still the overwhelming favorite of 454 teenage students in a Hous- 
ton junior highschool. Pol! of ninth graders at Sidney Lanier High by 
| McCalls mag shows that 89% of the boys and 75% of the girls would 

rather see pictures than go to plays, ballet, concert or opera. Boys 
rated their top star preferences as Alan Ladd and Betty Grable while 
the girls leaned toward Farley Granger and Elizabeth Taylor. Teenage 
| choices in entertainment were tabulated in conjunction with a ques. 
| tionnaire submitted the kids on a wide range of other subjects. 
Results were used as material for a yarn in the current McCall’s. It’s 
titled “The Private Life of a 14-Year-Old Girl.” 





A. P. Giannini Scholarship Foundation, Inc., set up as a memorial 
to the late film financier by his friends and associates, is seeking dona- 
tions from the general public. Pamphlet distributed by the Foundation 
notes that contributions are deductible items in income tax returns and 
may be made payable to the fund at 4 Columbus ave., San Francisco 11, 
Cal. Purpose of the memorial is to assist deserving youths through 
colleges or universities. Institutions to which scholarship funds are to 
be assigned will be selected by the Foundation’s board. Head of the 
organization is Louis R. Lurie, Charles M. Paganini is veepee while 
James F. Cavagnaro is sec.-treas. 


National Film Board of Canada is hepped up over “Snow Fiesta,” a 
10-minute short made by Columbia Pictures at St. Agathe des Monts, 
Laurentian winter sports mecca. Film has sports announcer Bill Stern 
as commentator. Canadian tourist industry, the NFB points out, is 
getting a “big boost’ from the pic, which is to receive worldwide dis- 
tribution. Short, incidentally, stems from a several-year-old deal nego- 
tiated by Francis Harmon, veepee of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, whereby the Canadian government agreed to withhold any 
restrictions on U. S. product if Hollywood helped promote Canada as 
a tourist and vacation paradise. 


More than 1,000 theatrical and non-theatrical films as well as film- 
strips were copyrighted during the first half of 1950, according to the 
Catalog of Copyright Entries for Motion Pictures and Filmstrips. A 
semi-annual publication of the Library of Congress, the latest issue of 
the catalog was published last week. Production facts given for each 
film include dates of release, size, color, running time, contents, credits 
and cast, literary source and official copyright data. It’s profusely 
indexed. 


Warners’ 18-minute short, “My Country ’Tis of Thee,” produced by 
Gordon Hollingshead, is wanted by the U. S. Treasury Department tor 
its forthcoming bond drive. Understood the briefie will be turned over 
to the Government shortly after its general release on Feb. 16. Picture, 
which has taken years to assemble, contains highlights of U. S. history 
from the beginning to the present day. Much of the footage was bor- 
rowed from the Army, Navy and Marine Corps. 


Ws $1,355,886 Net 


continued to operate under the 
policy changes inaugurated several 
years ago which resulted in sub- 
stantially reducing the cost of 
our pictures and, at the same time, 
has maintained its standards of 
quality and boxoffice values.” 
Domestic film rentals and sales 
were listed at $36,815,050 in 1950, 
down from $37,365,304 the  pre- 
vious year. Foreign rentals 
amounted to $18,776,035, compared |p 7 tank Anus Sieh. fede 


‘with $19,373,031 in 1949, | 
| woe a ; ..| Rogers, Daniel M. Scheaffer and 
Further trimming of costs was @ "; Wwoodham-Smith. Franklin 
_accomplished in selling and branch | a resigned feame the board 
expenses. This amounted to on Jan 18. 
| $10,042,426, against $10,373,477 in| a ae 
| 1949. However, company’s report | 
|shows an increase in foreign ex- 
| penses, from $4,765,468 in 1949 to 
| $5,414,760 in 1950. | 
Total current and working as-) 
| sets were carried at $35,264,344. | ; 
| Total current liabilities were en- er . hpiee —ngaas in other 
| tered at $7,880,332. wedge ~ . P 
| “ah Bs in his statement to the In any event, it was decided to 
| stockholders, voiced the same opin- = the = Fash Bad on 
‘ion which has been expressed by , “nue as Is, Wl reeman ¢ if 
/numerous other execs over the past ,iN& to exercise administrative con- 
‘several months. He observed that | trol and no one actually in the 
\the immediate prospect of a large ae tenant ag sony 
defense program, as now being un- | PISKIN § ; 
dertaken by the Governmeni, likely perpen —— - — 
; will mean an expanded economy | “© SSIy. se surer ‘ 
‘which ought to benefit the business, |2ttack about six weeks ago and is 


‘under orders to take it easy. He 
Stockholders Meet March 14 wants to produce possibly one or 
Annual financial statement was 


; two pix a year on the lot and it is 
accompanied by notice of U’s an- }ikely that such a deal will be 


bi sellagg grog on meeting, set for worked out to suit him. 
| saaas bc oleae of direc 7 = — —— a ‘ t the 
-| and more important position a e 
tors, agenda includes a proposal for studio these ond goal re- 
poe mone i euaniaesuat ona ee as production chief about 
/new year y pact six months ago. re was a 
which went into effect last Jan. 1.! growing a gE ag by 
home provides a salary of $1,500 per Par execs in New York and the 
bere Fe expenses. — _ , | attack he suffered from overwork 
ial vesear period are called for "Beatin “aappomtment to them, 
: é riskin came noun 
under the pact in consideration of when the studio siding’ Cibeety 
vonage gdh voluntary salary reduc- | Pictures into its operation via an 
pes a’ the past. Company has | exchange of stock. He continued 
far five yen commencten Sam (otra Taeee eae at 

year: > an. 1,/a reported $2): J ye 
1956. During this latter period he | Nee York abiak ae were de- 
a p= se as company - an ad- | voted to a discussion of production 
Men capacity on a non-exclusive _and release schedules. There were 
a iecage no changes i ans f ing the 
In the event of Blumberg’s death | studio oulpet by 50% ip ering it 
or disability, his wife or estate |to 30 pix this year. It was de- 
paar: Sg paid the $1,000 pe. week | cided to release a minimum of 27 
“ the five-year period. Blum- films—and it was emphasizec that 
ooh received $78,000 in salary in is a minimum. 

vON. P : Attending the meetings were 
“ah tee Ce —— |Balaban, Freeman, Russell io. 
ee ‘ain, who has | man, eastern studio rep; Alfre . 
fate tee mY board chairman, Schwalberg, sales chief; S i. 
; sid a $44 4 O’Connor, vice- | O’Shea, assistant distribution top- 
eng ent, .200; Leon Goldberg, | per; Youngstein, and George Welt- 
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A. Scully, recently resigned as v.p. 
and sales chief, $65,000, and Robert 
S. Benjamin, board member, $34,- 
800, which includes $33,500 paid to 
the law firm of Phillips, Nizer, Ben- 
jamin & Krim, of which Benjamin 
is a member. 
Board members 
tion are Blumberg, 
O’Connor, Benjamin, Preston 
Davie, John G. Ejidell, Albert A. 
yarthwaite, William J. German, 


up for reelec- 
Goldberg, 











Briskin Successor 
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v-p. and treasurer, $32,250; William | ner, foreign department head. 
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She snares the man her best friend loves 
...with kiss...with cunning...with claw! 


LIZABETH SCOTT 
JANE GREER - DENNIS O'KEEFE 


ban <ch by JOHN HOUSEMAN - Directed by JOHN CROMWELL 
Story and Screenplay by KETTI FRINGS 


NATIONALLY ADVERTISED with full page ads to the multi-million readers of the 
four big weeklies... LIFE, LOOK, SATURDAY EVENING POST and COLLIER'S. 
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Dozen’ Wins Poll 
For 50 in Chains 
First B.0. Awards 


St. Louis, Jan. 30. 

Aimed at recognizing producers 
and studios that have achieved 
“mass entertainment and_ boxof- 
fice” films, Fanchon & Marco-St. 
Louis Amus. Co. circuit has set 
up a series of annual “Boxoffice 
Vinner” awards. First film to cop 
the chain’s prize was 20th-Fox’s 
“Cheaper By the Dozen.” It was 
voted as the “top-grossing” pic for 
1950 by a poll of th. midwest loop’s 
34 theatre managers. 

“Dézen.” according to F. & M. 
prez Harry C. Artuur, Jr., led all 
other product to play the circuit 
b» a wide majority. “Fancy Pants” 
‘Par) and “Ma and Pa Kettle Go 
to Town” (U) tied for second and 
third place, while “Cinderella” 
(RKO) and “Sands of Iwo Jima” 
(Rep) were fourth and fifth, re- 
spectively. 

In ceremonies to be held in Hol- 
lvwood this month, 20th-Fox studio 
will be presented the First Annual! 
F. & M. “Boxoffice Winner” Silver 
Award Plaaue by the chain’s gen- 
eral manager, Edward B. Arthur. 
Reproduction silver-coin  memen- 
toes wil] be given to “Dozen” pro- 
ducer Lamar Trotti, director Wal- 
ter Lang, and costars Clifton Webb, 
Jcenne Crain and Myrna Loy. 

At the same time F. & M. circuit 
disclosed that a special “‘Boxoffice 
Winner” award had been voted 
Technicolor Motion Picture Corp. 
for “immeasurable contributions to 
the motion picture’ industry 
throughout the years, and for add- 
ing boxoffice appeal. and assured 
quality to motion pictures general- 
ly.’ Technicolor silver plaque will 
be handed to Dr. Herbert T. Kal- 
mus, company’s prez and general 
manager. 

Throughout 1951 F. & M. circuit 
will award bronze plaques to “Box- 
office Winner” films each quarter 
and bronze coin-reproductions will 
be given producers, directors and 
Stars or costars of the quarterly 
winning pix. Year's first-quarter 
winners are slated to be revealed 
during the second week in April. 


— _ 
| Jap Pic Execs | 


| 














‘Continued from page 4 


with license issued to individual 
companies. Metro, Warners, Dis- 
ney and Goldwyn have already re- 
ceived such licenses. 

Hori, prexy of the 40-year old 
firm. for the past 17 years, has 


emerged as a postwar trailblazer. 


in the occupied country. Imme- 


diately after the war, he dropped: 


the production end of the firm. and 
inaugurated a policy of all U. S. 
pix. at a time when his two chief 
competitors, who continued to pro- 
duce, used all native product. The 
Nikkatsu chain now uses 80% U.S. 
product, with the balance divided 
between British, French, Italian. 
occasional Russian, and native pix. 
In addition, firm handles its own 
refreshments distribution at a 
hefty profit. 

In °49. chain paid stockholders a 


15°; dividend. and plans to declare , 


a 20°) melon next March. Under 
General MacArthur scrutiny, in- 
vestments by Americans are strict- 
ly controlled. 

In addition to its flickeries, out- 
fit owns the 30,000-seat Shiba Park. 
an indoor arena in Tokyo current- 
ly featuring ice skating, iceshows 
and ice hockey, but also devoted 
to sports and films. It is also 
building Tokyo’s largest office 
building-hotel. Metro, incidentally, 
plans to break ground for an of- 


fice building at an adjoining spot | 


shortly, an obvious device 


. . . for 
using some of its frozen funds. 


The Japanese trio plan to wind. 
up their tour late in February with | 


a looksee at Hollywood, with Metro 
hosting. 


Wolf on the Prowl 


Heavy lecture s has been sct 
for Maurice N. Wolf, assistant to 
exhibitor relations chief Hender- 
son M. Richey at Metro. Wolf has 
16 speaking engagements slated for 
next month and March. 

_ Discussing the industry generally 
in behalf of better community re- 
lations. he'll address numerous 
Lions. Kiwanis and Rotary clubs 
throughout Florida. 

















Talent Unions 


Continued from page 2 Qa 


ernment may not look favorably 
on an act trying to go from $400 
to $1,000 a week while a secretary | 
can't move from $45 to $47. 

Nevertheless, it appears 
some channels will exist for raising 
salaries and wages where a com- 
pany wants to or where the unions 
go to bat. Collective bargaining 
machinery will remain in force | 
and employers and employees will 
still haggle over union contracts, 
as long as the’ terms fit into the 
WSB patterns. 











Show Biz Prices Seen 
Escaping Freeze Order 
Washington, Jan. 30. 
Show business prices are almost 
untouched. by the price freeze in- 


stituted Friday night (26) by the 
U. S. Economic Stabilization 
Agency headed by Eric Johnston. 


The exemptions are provided in the 
Defense Production Act of 1950, 
which gave the President authority 
to impose price and wage ceilings, 
and by interpretations of the law 
by ESA attorneys. 

The Defense Production Act spe- 
cifically exempted film rentals and 
admissions charged by theatres 
from any Federal controls. In ad- 
dition, advertising rates charged by 
radio and television stations are 
also exempted. 

A legal spokesman for ESA ex- 
plained that the statutory exemp- 
tion of theatre enterprises was be- 
ing interpreted broadly. Hence it 
will cover virtually the whole scope 
of entertainment, including such 
things as nitery minimums and 
cover charges, admissions to sports 
arenas, circuses, dancehalls, swim- 
ming pools, amusement parks, etc. | 

The ceiling price regulation in- 
cluded the following on taxes—‘In 
addition to your ceiling price, you | 
may collect the amount of any ex- 
cise, sales or similar taxes paid by 
you as such only if, during the base 
period, you stated and collected 
such taxes separately from your 
ceiling price. In the case of such 
a tax imposed by law which is not 
effective until after Jan. 26, 1951, 
you may collect the amount of tax 
actually paid as such by you, in 
addition to your ceiling price, if not | 
prohibited by the tax law. You 
must in all such cases state sep- 
arately the amount of the tax.” 

Several angles of this, of course, 
affect pictures and other parts of 
show business. For instance, Con- 
gress may up the excises, including 
some of the manufacturers’ excises. | 
These are on such items as raw 
film, photographic equipment, etc. 
According to one ESA spokesman, 
these additional excises would have | 
to be separately listed and carried | 
and could not be hidden in the. 
overall cost and pyramided in the | 
markups taken by the wholesalers | 
and retailers. 


RKO Loan 


Continued from page 5 jam 
vided that it must be paid off in 


























case of divorcement, and as of the! 


end of the year, RKO handed the 
banks the $8,500,000 which was 
outstanding at the time. This was) 
paid out of $10,000,000 passed by | 
the RKO Theatres circuit to the 
picture company under terms of 
the court-ordered reorganization. 
Size of the loan will be de-| 
termined by quantity of product | 
to be made, speed of liquidation, | 
release dates, etc., which Watkins 
is now discussing with Hughes’ 
aides. The Wald-Krasna loan pro- 
vides for the two banks to advance 
up to 60% of coin required to 
make a dozen pix yearly. Credit 
is expected to amount to about! 
$5,000,000. | 


Robson, W-K Terminate 
Deal in Goldwyn Conflict 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
Mark Robson and Wald-Krasna 
amicably terminated megger’s as- 
signment to direct “Strike a Match” 
for W-K unit at RKO. Robson im- 





} 
| 


mediately reported to Sam Gold-— 


wyn, to whom he is under contract, 
producer having returned from 
N. Y. and requested Robson to 
start prepping “I Want You” im- 
mediately. 

Time element brought switch in 
films for Robson. “You,” co-star- 
ring Dana Andrews, and Farley 
Granger, is first on Goldwyn slate 
and set for March start. “Match” 
is down for tentative March 1 cam- 

'era date. ’ 


Hynes, Shea Mgr., Gets 


$650 ‘All-Around’ Prize 


Cleveland, Jan. 30. 
Jack Hynes, manzger of Shea’s 


Paramount theatre, Youngstown, 
O., today ‘Tues.) pocketed $650 for 


that | being selected by Shea execs as the | 


best all-around manager in the cir- 
cuit. 


homeoffice toppers. 

In a three-way tie, trio of other 
managers received $200 each. They 
were Edward J. Fahey, city man- 
ager, Manchester, N. 
Minton, Shea’s theatre, 
and Dale Tysinger, 


Erie, Pa., 
city manager, 


Ashtabula, O. 


In addition to general discussions 


of theatre operations, managers | 


were told that circuit’s executives 
were keeping abreast of theatre 
television developments. When the 
Fulton theatre, Pittsburgh, installs 
its TV equipment, each Shea man- 
ager will be sent to observe its 
actual operation. 





Sams Succeeds Hearn 


As Carolina Leader 
Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 30. 

H. D. Hearn has resigned as 
president of North & South Caro- 
lina Theatre Owners. Named to 
succeed him is A. Fuller Sams, Jr., 
of Statesville, N. C. 

Outfit is a unit of Theatre 
Owners of America. Latter, mak- 
ing known the switch, said that 
Hearn, because of illness, was 
forced to cut down on his activi- 
ties, 

In another 
Harvey was 


appointment, J. B. 
designated TOA 


regional vice-president, represent- | 


ing the Carolina area. 





Metro Ups Levine 
William I. Levine, vet of 20 years 
with the Metro sales staff at the 
homeoffice, has been promoted to 


h.o. assistant to southwestern sales | 
Latter head- | 


chief John S. Allen. 
quarters in Dallas. 


Levine is the sixth to be named 


h.o. aide to field sales chiefs. Others. 
are Paul J. Richrath, eastern; 
Leonard Hirsch, southern; Charles 
Deesen, central; Irving Helfont. 
Coast and Canada, and Sidney Lef- 
kowitz, midwestern. 











Goldwyn Tests 


i———~ Continued from page 3 


TV. He -leaves for the Coast 
Friday (2) to start the Goldwyn 
chore. Producer the 
week had pacted Irwin Shaw to 
screenplay an original about re- 








called servicemen by Edward New-, 
house, writer for the New Yorker | 


mag. 
Young actress Goldwyn selects 
for a buildup will get the role of a 


28-year-old mother, opposite Dana | 


in the Shaw-Newhouse 
One of the gals may also get 
in “Billion Dollar Baby,” 
which Goldwyn is prep- 


Andrews, 
pic. 
a part 
musical 
ping. 
VirtuaHy all of the players 
tested have worked either on the 
Broadway stage or in TV. They 
were selected for tests by Gold- 
wyn in interviews after original 
screening by his eastern’ story- 
talent chief, Mrs. Carolyn Will- 
young Stagg. Tests, made. at 
Pathe, were silent, allotting 200 
feet to each player. Producer will 
choose from them candidates to 
be taken to the Coast for full tests. 
He has 
in the past few weeks on Bethel 
Leslie, who was seen on Broadway 


in “Wisteria Tree” and “Good- 
bye, My Fancy.” 
Nine femmes tested in New 


York were Leora Dana, of the cast 
of ‘Happy Time”; Naomi Riordan, 
currently on Broadway in “Coun- 


| try Girl” and last year in “Veivet 


xylove”’; Marcia Henderson, who 
was in the Broadway company of 
“Peter Pan”; Carol Ohmart, out of 
TV and stock; Irene Moore, from 
last season’s legiter, “Now I Lay 
Me Down to Sleep”; Constance 
Brigham, stock; Rosemary Pettit, 
stock and TV; Jeanne Bal, of the 
“Call Me Madam” cast, and Cloris 
Leachman, last seen on Broadway 
in “Story for a Sunday Evening” 
and “Sundown Beach.” 

George Englund, son of screen 
and legit writer Ken Englund, was 


_one of the two males tested. He’s 


24 years old and has been in stock 
#od tele. Other actor tested was 
John Allen, who was originally 
spotted in a Columbia University 
show and was later in the chorus 
of “Where's Charley?” 


Award was made at chain’s | 
annual meeting of managers and | 


H.; J. Vance | 


‘HALLS’ BOFF $16,000, 


previous , 


already made one such} 








Picture 


Grosses 








f 
| , 

| 

| DENVER 
(Continued from page 8) 
(M-G) (6th wk). Good $7,000. Stays 
again. Last week, $9,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 
— “At War With Army” (Par). 
Smash $17,000, and new 3-year 
high. Last week, “Branded” (Par) 
: (2d wk), $10,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80) 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) and “Rev- 
enue Agent” (Col), day-date with 
Esquire. Terrific $20,000. Was 
headed for record but Monday 
storm clipped biz. Last week 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) and 
“Gasoline Alley” (Col), $19,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-80) 
“Born Yesterday” ‘Col) and “Rev- 
enue Agent” (Col), also Denver. 
Big $4,000. Last’ week, “Halls 
Montezuma” (20th) and “Gasoline 
Alley” (Col), $3,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,609; 40-80)— 
“Kim” (M-G) and “Hunt the Man 
' Down” (RKO) (2d wk). Holding 
| fairly well at $12,000. Last week, 
big $20,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 40-80) 
— ‘Mystery Submarine” (U) and 
“King Wild Horses” (Col). Fair 

7.000. Last week, “Stage to Tuc- 
ison” (Col) and “Atlantic City 
Honeymoon” (Rep), $5,500. 

Tabor (‘Fox) (1,967; 40-80) — 
“Highway 301” (WB) and “Show- 
down” (Rep), also Aladdin, Webber. 
Light $4,000. Last week, “Flying 
Missile” (Col) and “Blondie” (Col), 
$2,000. 

Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-80) — “Il 
Trovatore” (Indie) (2d wk). Fairish 
$2.000. Last week, fine $3,000. 

Webber ‘Fox) (750; 40-80) — 
“Highway 301°” (WB) and Show- 

down” (Rep), also Aladdin, Tabor. 


os 


| Mild $1,700. Last week, ‘Flying 
' Missile” (Col) and “Blondie” (Col), | 
+ $1,500. 





SEATTLE; ‘BORN’ 136 


Seattle, Jan. 30. 

Extended-run at Blue Mouse of 
“Harvey,” now in fifth stanza, is 
still plenty good. Of newcomers, 
“Halls of Montezuma” looms giant 
at Coliseum while “Born Yester- 
day” is great at Fifth Avenue. 
Equally smash is “Pagan Love 
Song” at Music Hall. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65- | 
90)—“‘Harvey” (U) (5th wk). Good 
_ $3,500 in 6 days after swell $4,400 
last week. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877: 65- 
90)—“‘Halls of Montezuma” (20th) 
and “Bandit Queen” (Col). Huge 
$16,000. Last week, “Emergency | 
Wedding” ‘Col) and “Midnight and | 
Dawn” (Col) (2d wk), $4,200 in 4 
days. | 

Fifth Avenue ‘Evergreen (2.349; 
| 65-90\—"“Born Yesterday” (Col), | 
Great $13,000. Last week, “Flying. 
Missile” (Col) and “Pygmy Island” | 
(Col), no dice, $6,200. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
—‘Watch' Birdie’ ‘(M-G) and 
“North Great Divide” (Rep) (2d 
wk). Mild $4,000 in 4 days. Last 
week, $8,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick) ‘850: 65-. 
90)\—"*Devil in Flesh” (Indie), NSH 
$3.500. Last week, “Henry V" (UA) 
(2d wk), nice $4,100. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.200; 65- 
'90)—“*Pagan Love Song” (M-G) and 
“California Passage” (Rep). Smash 
$12,500 or near. Last week. “King 
Solomon's Mines” (M-G) ‘9th wk), 
$7.600. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,349: 65- 
90)\—“‘Operation Pacific’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Down to $6,000. Last week, 
big $13,690. 

Palomar ‘Sterling) (1,350: 50-84) 
—‘Never Dull Moment” (RKO) (2d | 
run) plus vaude. Fair $5,006. Last | 
week, “Once a Thief” (UA) (2d) 
run) plus King Cole Trio onstage, | 
big $9,600. 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3.039: 
, 65-90)—"“At War With Army” 
,{Par) and “Call of Klondike” 


(Mono) (2d wk). Good $7.500 in 6 
| days. Last week, big $13,700. 


VFW Cites Yates 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 

Film industry and the Motion | 
Picture Alliance came in for ad- 
ditional honors Saturday (27) | 
when the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars awarded Herbert J. Yates its 
| National Gold Citizenship Medal. 
/VFW Commander-in-Chief Charles 
,C. Ralls paid tribute to industry's 
; work in World War II as instru- 
ment of information and educa- 
| tion. 
| Yates was cited as an “outstand- 
jing leader” of the industry who 
\has dedicated his life and the com- 
;pany he heads to furtherance of 
American ideals. j 





, Salamander” (WB). 


| (5th 


‘Storm Bops Pitt; ‘Halls’ 
Great at $13,500, ‘Born’ 


Sock 146, ‘Branded’ 136 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 30. 

This will go down as the winter 
of show biz’ discontent. Weather 
has been sloughing the Golden 
Triangle every time things begin 
to look up a little. Current stanza 
was away to a _ walloping start 
when worst ice and sleet storm in 
years came along Sunday (28) to 
bring the whole town to a standstill. 
Traffie was virtually non-existent 
and nobody wa’ in the streets. 
“Born Yesterday” at Harris and 
“Halls of Montezuma” at Fulton 
running neck-and-neck, with “At 
War With the Army” still power- 
ful in h.o. at Penn. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Halis of Montezuma” (20th). Gave 
house biggest opening in about a 
year but weather slowed it later. 


But should grab smash $13,500. 
Last week, “Rio Grande” (Rep) 
(2d wk), $7000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col). Smash 
$14,000. Holds, natch! Last week, 
“Great Manhunt” (Col), $6,000 in 
6 days. 

Penn (‘Loew’s§ (3,300; 50-85)— 


“At War With Army” (Par) 2d wk- 
5 days). Teed off holdover session 
in smash style but weather is giv- 
ing it the finger. Anyway, sock 
$11,000 on shortened second week 
and moves to Ritz when “Kim” 
(M-G) opens here to get house 
back on regular Thursday getaway. 
Last week, “Army” was phenome- 


nal $28,000. 
(3,800; 50-85)— 


Stanley (WB) 
“Branded” (Par). Not much solace 


\from the crix but fairish $13,000 


weather costing it at least $2,000. 
Last week, “Storm Warning” (WB), 


' $16,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Storm Warning” (WB) ‘m.o.), 
Light $5,000 here. Last week, 
“Mr. Music” (Par) (m.o.), okay 
$8,000. 





‘Mudlark’ Brisk $13,000, 
Prov., ‘At War’ 116, 2d 


Providence, Jan. 30. 

Grosses have levelled off a bit 
after last week's sock trade. Ma- 
jestic is doing sock with ‘“Mud- 
lark.” Loew's State is carrying 
“Kim” for five-day holdover. “At 
War With Army” was smash in 
second Strand week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Prehistoric Women” (EL) and 
“Hent Man Down” (RKO). Fair 
$9,500. Last week, “Harvey” ‘(U) 
and “3 Desperate Men” (Lip), solid 


$15,000. 
Majestic (2.200; 44-65)— 
“Mudlark” and “Golden 
Socko $13,000. 
“Operation Pacific” 


(Fay) 
(20th) 


Last week, 
(WB), $14,600. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)\—"High Lonesome” ‘EL) and 
“Eye Witness” (EL). Just so-so 
$6,800. Last week. “Mr. Music” 
(Par) and “Sierra Passage” (Par) 
(2d wk), $8,500. 

State ‘Loew) (3.200; 44-65)— 
“Kim” (M-G) (2d wk-5 days). Neat 
$9,000. First week was solid 


' $18,000. 


Strand (Silverman) (2.200; 44-65) 
—"Second Face” (EL) and ‘Rogue 





River” (EL). Opened Monday 
(29). Last week, “At War With 
Army” (Par) (2d wk), smash 
$11,008. 

TORONTO 
‘Continued from page 9) 
Hear” (M-G). Fair $8,500. Last 
week, “Bonnie Prince Charlie” 


‘EL) (3d wk), $6,500. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,357; 46-77) — 
“Macbeth” (Rep) (2d wk). Nice 
$4,500. Last week, $5,500. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 38-77) 
“At War With Army” (Par) 
wk). Terrific $15,000 after 
week’s $19,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2.096; 48-67) — 
“Sing Solomon’s Mines” ‘(M-G) 
wk). Picked up to $7,000. 
Last week, smash $6,500. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1.556; 38-77)—"“September Affair” 
‘Par) (2d wk). Neat $10,000. Last 
week, $14,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2.390; 50-90) — 
“Mudlark” (20th) (3d wk). Still big 


ae 


(2d 
last 


$12,000 and holds. Last week, 
$13,000. 
Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-77) — 


“Edge of Doom” (RKQ) (2d wk). 
Fair $10,500. Last week, $13.000. 

Uptown ‘Loew) (2.743; 38-67) — 
“Harvey” (U) (6th wk). Oke $4 
500. Last week, $6,500. 
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Clips From Film Row 


POFFO ooo 





44444464440 
ads. It reads: “Tonight Is the Big 


NEW YORK _, | Night to Go to the Movies. Spend 

James R. Grainger, Republic’s an enjoyable evening tonight at 
sales chief, and New England divi- any of the following theatres listed 
sion manager John P. Curtin re- j 
turned to N. Y. Monday (29) after got!” 


7G -_ ave " - . ; Toro Oo 
~~ ager Bw — Fay doers: Ben Blotcky, Paramount branch 
with officials of Empire “““ manager, vacationing in Florida. 


yilms stri rs oO ep e : 
Films, Ltd... distribut rs of Rex Bill. Mussman, sales manager, 
product in Canada ; 
: ‘ Cc S} pinchhitting for him. 
ames nus ». (Shea a é , ; 

Proce yt A Fg ee paid out “Rio Grande” outdistancing Re- 

irc Surance ul < eer er = aaa cies ain 
$4.718 in sickness and accident pre ty * ery Wines . = yore 

nefits $6 in death bene-| -2h°*S ° si _ 
} Se to circuit neighborhood and out-of-town situ- 
tS Ue ace 4 ° 

: _ a . ations. 
chief E. C. Grainger. . 4 e : 

Screencraft Pictures. headed by Bennie Berger, North Central 


Allied president, due back Feb. 7 
from a South American vacation 
tour. 

St. Louis Park, ace independent 


Jack Berkson, acquired three Pine- 
Thomas oldies last week. Starring 
Richard Arlen, the pix are “Power 


oe 3 re ge suburban house now having 35-day 
were Arnone: ‘by Paramount ~". availability, demanding 28 days 
sigan calle ee clearance. 

\! Burks, formerly exploitation Radio City for second consecu- 
director for Metro and Universal tive time to have $1 admission 
in ihe south, left last week for after 5 p.m. for stage-film show 
Cleveland where he is handling the opening Feb. 5. Previously scale 
test date of “Wicked City” for was g5e¢ top. > 
E Lion Classics. — Lyceum, legit house, using 

Paramount Pictures Club named Swedish films to fill jn some of 
Albert Deane, prexy; Fred Gold- onen time 
berg, veepee: Martin Rosenfeld,; * ire as 
treasurer, and Irene F. Scott, | 
secretary. Chosen governors are |} PHILADELPHIA 


Adeline Fanelli, Richard Hodgson, Suit against National Screen 
William Piper, Adeline Scalzi and Service by indie poster exchanges, 
Herbert Steinberg. slated to come up Jan. 29, has 


Matty Polon, buyer and booker been set back until week of Feb. 
for RKO out-of-town theatres, left 12. 
Monday (29) for Chicago, Kansas Colonial Amus. Co. (Ben Fertel) 
City and Omaha. settled long dispute with the 
| majors out of court. The year-old 
| clearance hassle involved Colo- 
; : , _ | nial’s Overbrook theatre and the 

Following special committee's’ Stanley Warner Cross Keys. Under 
failure to make any definite the settlement, the Overbrook gets 
progress in efforts to get a neW same clearance as Cross Keys, 
selling plan adopted, North Central | seven davs after key nabe run. 
Allied directors will meet Feb. 8 A mass meeting at the Aldine 


MINNEAPOLIS - 


to consider new attack on “exces- | for all industryites, was held 
sively high film rentals.” | Monday (29) to launch Brother- 
Minneapolis independent thea-| hood Week in this area. Norman 
tres are running a large institu-| Silverman, Rep branch manager, 
tional box over their individual | js area chairman. : 











Van Heflin made personals here 
to help opening of “Tomahawk” at 
| the Goldman. 
| Dick Brandt in town to look over 
ithe Trans-Lux theatre here and 
ito scout for suitable new spots in 
which to play art and foreign film 
fare. 





| LOS ANGELES 

| Lippert Productions will release 
the 1947 Screen Guild film “Killer 
| Dill” under the title of “Strictly 
for Laughs.” Reissue of the 
| Stuart Erwin-Anne Gwynne film 
'was cued by Robert Lippert’s be- 
|lief the picture suffered because 
'of its title the first time out. 

Astor Pictures took over the dis- 
tribution of “Mr. Ace,” a George 
Raft starrer produced by Benedict 
Bogeaus for United Artists release 
in 1946. 

Budd Rogers, Realart Pictures 
sales chief, in town to huddle with 
Jack Broder, prexy, while on na- 
tionwide tour of the company’s 


WN 


Brilliantly told by Harry Akst, 


Al's closest companion exchanges. ‘ 
Classic Pictures wi reissue 
thru fabulous years! Monogram’s 1941 release, “Siren 


of South Seas,” under a new tag, 
“Paradise Isle.” 

Selznick will pair “Third Man” 
| with “Fallen Idol” as a_ booking 
combo for repeat dates in U. S. 


CHICAGO 


Three veteran Warner exchange 
‘salesmen were slashed from the 
| payroll last week. Ross Herman, 
|with the firm 24 years, was ousted 
|as country salesman. George Wein- 
| berg, a 22-year man, was relieved 
|as city salesman, and Alec Pukalo 
‘as country salesmen. All were given 
severance pay. 

Lou Abramson, secretary to Jack 
Kirsch, Allied of Illinois prexy, re- 
signed to take up residence in 
California. Abramson, 20 years 
with Allied, will be feted at a ban- 
quet at the Congress hotel, Jan. 31. 

Warner Theatres’ Grove and 
Stratford theatres have reopened 
on night performance schedule 
after a three-week shuttering for 
remodeling. 


Featured in February 


COSMOPOLITAN 











4 ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-4S 
Direct frem La Guerdia and Newark 
x “NON STOP, 
MIAMI 
$39.00 


Curtis $35 
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CHICAGO $24 | 





1 Way 1 STOP Return 


Bly Orn AMERICA 
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BROOKLYN BRONX 
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Hotel St, George | 2488 Gr. Concourse 
Clark Street | (FordhamRd) Rm 328 


TRAVEL AGENTS RECOGNIZED 


Refreshment : 


7 


sotes circuit, and several indies 
here have launched a kiddie day 
campaign. Idea is based on trailer 
advertising in return for prizes for 
the juveniles. All houses report at- 
tendance has doubled on Satur- 
days. 

Ed Spiers, formerly of Film 
Classics and RKO sales depart- 
|ments, appointed manager of local 
ie productions, 


















OUTDOOR 
REFRESHMENT 















SERVICE Service for | to operate the currently darkened 
— DRIVE - IN | Poste theatre. 
HEATRES ohn Rubin joined the sales 
over ‘fq Contury v J | staff of Capitol Films here. 


POPTSERVICE COR Dhone Lou Abramson, secretary to Jack 
vreempres ae et 7” va ase | Kirsch, Allied of Illinois prexy, 
i} whe resigned to go to the Coast, 


e 


below. Get Out and Relax in Com- | 


Six Essaness houses, the Kera- | 


Daphne Amus. Corp. formed by | 
_Betty Mitchell and Van Paleologos | 





| will be tossed a banquet at the! 
Congress Hotel Jan. 31. 
| Three veteran Warner exchange! 
‘salesmen were slashed from the} 
payroll last week. Ross Herman, | 
with the firm 24 years, was ousted| ; 
| as country salesman; George Wein-| which was written, produced and 
berg, a 22-year man, was relieved | directed by Arch Oboler. This will | 
as city salesman, and Alec Pukalo,| be the first to be handled by the) 
country salesman, also was fired.| special sales unit set up by Col, | 
All were given severance pay. headed by Harry Kosiner, former | 
Film Employees Union, F-45, has | indie producer sales rep. It will! 
effected severance pay for dis-| he exhibited, in part at least, in 
charged white collar workers in} art houses. 
local exchanges. “Five” was produced at a report- 


cydones,, Linnick, and . Schaefer’ eq est of $75,000, plus Oboler’s 
vircult closed the northsid@ ESsex.| own contributions. It was filmed 


House |} beer n an art policy , 4 . 
fouse had 7s E ’ | at his California ranch. 


tnd at Mme glint ogee ” Oboler leaves N. Y. tomorrow 
Universal exchange hosted a, ‘Thurs.) to start on his next, an 
party for the press and the cast original script as yet untitled. He 
of “Tomahawk,” world-preeming at | closed the Col deal with Harry and 
| Jack Cohn and was repped by Ar- 


the Chicago. 
Doug Beck replaced Hugh Mc-|thur Sachson. He gets a cash ad- 
vance for which Col] will share in 


Kenzie as exploitation chief at the 


ELC-Col Deals 


Continued from page 3 








\lecal RKO exchange. McKenzie; the film’s profit. 
goes to Philadelphia to replace} 
Beck. — 








Two Chicago nabe houses closed 
last week after futile attempts at 
a dollar-per-family admittance 
' policy. Both spots, the Rena and | 


SC é “Area ? nite | . ; 
ae atulae aris ae Se eee ture, since there was still doubt 


ter, a Jones, Linnick and Schaefer Monday as to the outcome of yes- 
house. had formerly been an art terday’s hearing, even though the 
theatre. |three members of the subcommit- 
| somireniemmeensinem 'tee had previously termed the film 
PITTSBURGH | “sacrilegious.” He noted, however, 
., | that in the court’s opinion, the 
fom cogs wg | oe Sere | geet of review and revocation 
comer to exhibition. It was former- (of a film license) by the Board of | 

Regents is presently very much in 


‘Miracle’ | 


Continued from page 4 =e 









































ly operated by Don Trepicone, who “A 
recently took over the Elliott, the eee 
another nabe house. b W _ 8 ges iy * = — 

: ? , , , y & bomb scare for the secon 
“in Rie Aephart, former mail clerk successive Saturday night atthe 
purchasing department, replaced | Paris theatre, N. Y., where “Mira- 
in his old berth by Dave Fedor. | a ae ot oo higbr er 
pan Sich ; : ied _. the police to empty the eatre | 
ays ed Staboulis, named man-/ j,5+ Saturday (27) while they con- 
r of Manos in Uniontown, join- | d > ‘ 
ed the theatre when it opened in ucted a search. On the sane Sve- 
1941 as a cashier and advanced | "ing, a police detail was assigned 
through the ranks. She succeeds | tO guard St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Joe Bugala, appointed managing! N. Y., when a letter signed only 
director for Manos chain in that | “Mason” was received by Cardinal 
city. Francis Spellman threatening the | 
WMGW in Meadville, Pa., owned Church would be bombed at one 
by Harry C. Winslow, exhibitor Of the Sunday masses. Cardinal 
there, won first prize among radio Spellman had previously banned 
stations of 500 watts or less for | “Miracle” as sacrilegious. 
promotion of year’s annual Penn-| Gross at the Paris dipped slight- 
sylvania Week observance. ly for the week ended Monday (28) 
Gust Hages, vet Baden exhib, tO $17,000 from the $18,100 paid 
plans to retire and placed his, by customers the previous stanza. 
house on the market. Theatre management attributed 
the decline to the time lost during 
| the police search for the bomb Sat- 
. urday night, and also to the fact 
RKO Stock Split that ushers have been extremely 
wary about overcrowding’ the 
———s Continued from page 5 Seeme | house, following complaints from 
|Why the sudden interest or for | the city fire department about the 
whose account could not be learned. standees. is 
Among the professionals who've N. Y. film critics, meanwhile, 
shown a good profit on the upturn presented their annual citations | 
of the RKO shares is David J. | Sunday night at the Rainbow room 
Greene, leader of a downtown | Of the RCA building, N. Y., where 
syndicate which is second largest | they decided to move after warn- 
‘shareholder to Howard Hughes. | ings of a Catholic boycott of Radio 
'Greene’s group is known to have City Music Hall, N. Y., where the 
| acquired much of its holdings at Ceremonies were originally sched- 
as low as 61% last vear “when no-| Uled. Boycott was threatened be- 
body wanted RKO.” |;cause the eritics had selected 
| RKO shares, after divorcement, | “Ways of Love,” trilogy of which 
'for a few days followed Paramount | ; Miracle” forms one part, as the 
‘after its splitup into Paramount | “best foreign film” of 1950. Bur- 
Pictures and United Paramount | Sty was on hand at the private 
| Theatres. In that case, although | Ceremonies to receive the citation 
| the theatre company to most trade | for “Miracle.” 
‘observers appeared to be in a| Scheduled fireworks at vester- 
‘stronger position than the film| 4ay’s show cause hearing failed to 
‘company, pic stock shot up well. materialize when Wallin confined 
| above that of the circuit and has | testimony to reps of Burstyn and 
remained that way. Theatre shares | Lopert. No counsel for Lopert 
‘are selling under 20, while pic | was present. John C. Farber (of | 
‘company is up over 22. | O'Connell & Farber), repping Bur- 
| In the RKO situation, there’s | Styn, Inc., refused to submit testi- 
now a reversal from that of Par. ™ony, claiming the Regents are 
Except for those early few days | not empowered to revoke a film 
‘this year, the theatre shares have | license. For “legal reasons,” how- 
‘remained consistently higher, with | ¢Ver. he said he may decide to file 
5g of a point separating them yes- 2 brief with the subcommittee by 
|‘ terday. | Monday. Attorney Ephraim §,| 
Greene syndicate this week was | London, repping Burstyn person- | 
‘continuing study of the theatre fig- | @lly, was not permitted by Wallin | 
‘ures, looking toward the possibility |‘ Offer testimony on Wallin’s | 
‘of its pic shares for Hughes’ cir- claim that the action is against | 
‘cuit stock. This would give Greene | Burstyn, Inc., and not against the | 
and his associates uncontested con- | 4strib individually. 
‘trol of the chain and eliminate for | ,, A™ong the petitions which Wal- 
|Hughes the threat that the Greene | !in would not accept yesterday 
‘syndicate holds to his continued | Were those from more than 12 
‘reign over the picture company. Protestant clergymen and profes- 
| Other fronts were quiet regard-| S°rs of religion at Columbia, 
‘ing sale of the Hughes’ theatre | Princeton and Tufts supporting 
'stock, which is in the hands of a. Miracle.” According to Burstyn, 
‘trustee in acordance with the Fed-| these petitions would have pleaded 
eral court’s divorcement order. | that the film “is not sacrilegious, 
There was no action, as far as | °F Should a designation by an in-| 
‘could be learned, in the Sam Dem-| “vidual or a single group justify 
‘bow effort to return Harry Brandt the revocation of its license or the 
to the RKO Theatres picture via a @>ridgement of freedom of the 
‘deal for acquisition of the stock by | S¢Teen. 
a client of the Wall street firm of 
Blair, Rollins & Co. Par Adds ‘Sun’ Cuts 
Dept. of Justice also made no! Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
discernible moves in the investi-| After five sneak previews and 10 
gation it is supposedly making of , weeks of editing, Paramount has 
the constitution of the RKO The-!cut 24 more minutes off the run- 
jatres Board. It is claimed that the | ning time for “A Place in the Sun.” 
directorate was Hughes-appointed,| Picture now runs two hours and 
jand so divorcement is not com-;two minutes and is slated for au- 
| plete, as demanded by the court. | tumn release, | 





caster, 
| Robert Lord, two; Robert Rossen, 
one pic yearly. 


| producers 
|Buddy Adler, S. Slyvan Simon and 








COL IN TOP DEALS 
FOR 1951 PRODUCT 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 

Columbia is going into 1951 
with the greatest potential of top 
pictures in its history. 

Latest deal under negotiation by 
prez Harry Cohn is one with Frank 
Seltzer on a_two-a-year basis, 
Seitzer’s last was “711 Ocean 
Drive,” whoily independent re- 
leased by Columbia. He’s now 
prepping “Kansas City Story.” 
Deal comes on heels of commit- 
ment with Elia Kazan and Arthur 
Miller, to direct and write “The 
Hook” as an indie in partnership 
with Columbia. 

Studio’s unit production setup 
now includes Stanley Kramer 
Company, three to six pictures an- 
nually; Sidney Buchman, mini- 
mum of two annually; Burt Lan- 
two; Humphrey Bogart- 


Additionally, Cohn 
has added Sam Marx and Volde- 
mar Vetluguin to staff of studio 
who will, along with 


Jerry 
product. 
Seltzer moves into offices at Col 


Bressler, turn out “A” 


, during next 10 days. Company will 


provide major portion of financing 
for two pix annually, with Seltzer 
to share in profits. In making deal 


| producer dissolved previous parte 


nership with Chicago theatre op- 
erator Eddie Silverman. 






















only one 
Lord Tarleton 


The entire blockfront 
of ocean-privacy 
40th to 41st Sts. 
COMPLETELY 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
Reservations, 
Walter Jacobs 
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LIZABETH SCOTT 
JANE GREER 
| DENNIS O'KEEFE 
“THE COMPANY 
SHE KEEPS” 
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(B'WAY & 45TH ST.) 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Reckefeller Center 


JOAN FONTAINE @ JOSEPH COTTON 
in Hel Wallis’ Production 


“SEPTEMBER AFFAIR’ 


A Paramount Picture 
plus Spectacular Stage Presentation 











Midright Feature 


DARAMOUNT Seay 
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Webs, Nielsen in Stalemate on 1007, 


Hike in Fees; NBC Eyes It Sourly 


A. C. Nielsen’s joust with the¢ 


networks over hiking the cost for | 
his radio index services, 


crease depending on the optional | 
features that are subscribed to, ap-| 
pears to have hit a stalemate over 
the past couple of months. Result} 
is that both NBC and CBS are on 
a moonth-to-month basis with Niel- 
sen until they can get together and 
resolve their differences. In terms 
of the two networks, the new Niel- 
sen scales would run as high as 





$120,000 each a year for the radio | 


indices alone. 

NBC has long felt that, as the} 
Nielsens are presently constituted, | 
they don't give the network a fair | 
shake on ratings and is particu-| 
larly resentful ever the overtures 
toward doubling the fees. NBC | 
has already pulled out of Nielsen’s 
TV services and is waiting to see} 
in which direction Nielsen moves 
before doing anything further 
about the radio services. 

Nielsen's limited audimeter serv- | 
ice in polling the nation’s likes and | 
dislikes has long been a bone of | 
industry contention and it’s report- | 
ed that some of the agencies, | 
among them BBD&O, are pulling | 
out of the TV side. 





which 
would amount to about a 100°7 in-| 





Scripter Allen 

With no immediate plans for 
his return to video, Fred Allen 
is moving into the writing end 
of the radio business. Allen 
has just negotiated a deal with 
NBC whereby he'll collaborate 
with Goodman Ace in the 
scripting of the weekly Sun- 
day evening “Big Show.” Al- 
though in the past he’s been‘on 
top of the writing chores on 
his own shows, this marks the 
comic’s first solo venture on a 
scripting exclusivity. 


Allen will henceforth also 
appear on “Big Show” with 
Portland Hoffa on a regular 


alternate-week basis. 








Reggie Schuebel, 


Wyatt Resign To | 
Open Own Offices 


The radio-TV agency personnel 


. 9 | drain took a new turn last week, 
‘when two major directors resigned 
lc les 5 , 'to open their own offices and move 


AM Spots Dropped 


} 


American Tobacco via 
BBD&O agency, in a ieee sw itch 
of advertising policy, has ordered 
cancellation of all its Lucky Strike 
radio spots. In the past, this has 
represented a coin outlay of well 
over $1,000,000 a year. 

Major factor in the AM cutback 
is said to be the heavy budgeting 
for TV programming, which is now 
reported to represent about $6.- 
000,000 annually on behalf of 
Lucky Strike. Tobacco company 
during past year has been putting 
major accent on tele shows (Rob- | 
ert Montgomery, “Hit Parade,” | 
“This Is Show Business,” 
ny, ete.). The “Be Happy, Go 
Lucky” 
practically 
weekly production, 
heavy coin. 


Mols. Solon Prepping Bill 
To Ban Daytime Thrillers 
As Juve Delinquency Aid 


Minneapolis, Jan. 30. 

Rep. J. T. Kosloske 
Rapids has announced he’s having 
drawn up for introduction into the 
state legislature a bill that would 
bar presentation of crime thriller 
programs over radio and television 


add up to 


also” entail | 





stations in Minnesota between the | 


hours of 3 and 9 p.m. daily. 


Kosloske charges that the crime | 


thriller radio and TV shows are 
breeders of juvenile delinquency. 
He says he’s prompted in his ef- | 
forts to obtain legislation prohib- | 
iting them by the belief that young- | 
sters who watch them get the idea | 
that “crime does pay.” 

Also, Kosloske asserts, young- 
sters learn from the shows about 
shooting, killing and other forms 
of violent injury and death and 
too often try out some of these 
methods on their playmates, 
tragic results. 

A similar bill 
the last previous state legislature 
two years ago never came out of 
committee, after numerous protests 
from radio broadcasters. 


The Guy Likes AM 


Reversing the customary AM-to- 
TV trend among radio execs, 
Mitchell Benson reverts back to his 
old stand at NBC in charge of tal- 
ent negotiations tomorrow (1). 

A few months back Benson 
switched over to TV in a similar 
Switched over to TV. He's decided 





he likeswadio. =. ,e 


Jack Ben- | DUYer. 


visual commercials, which | 
another | 


of Sauk 


with 


introduced tnto > 


|into a new sphere of operation. 
'They are Reggie Schuebel, radio- 
TV director for Duane Jones, and 
Jack Wyatt, who has held a com- 
parable post with the Grey agency. 
| Both are going into partnership in 
a deal which finds them 


(rather than dealing with clients), 
with Doyle. 
N. Y., and Horing Corp., 
Francisco, as initial clients. 

Resignation of Miss 
had been anticipated for some 
time, ever since the agency lost the 
Babbitt account, on which she had 
concentrated her major activity. 
Her ciueckout followed by a couple 
of weeks the announcement that 
Linnea Nelson was resigning as J. 
Walter Thompson’s chief time 
after 


of San 


vote her time to her home. 

Like Miss Nelson, Miss Schuebel 
has been regarded as one of the 
‘most hep femmes in the trade. 
| Thus Grey, Duane Jones and JWT 
are left with three major vacan- 
‘cies. Miss Schuebel’s resignation, 
however, has cued appointment of 
Vera Brennan as Duane Jones time 
buyer. 


HERB MOSS, CBS IN 
PROGRAM JOB DICKER 


If Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS 
program veepee, and Herb Moss 
can come to terms on coin, Moss 
may take over the program spot 
vacated recently by Robert P. Hel- 
| ler? 

Moss currently produces the AM 
and TV versions of CBS’ “Songs 
for Sale,” supervises the 
Henry Morgan show on NBC-TV, 
‘of which he is part-owner, and is 
involved with his Gotham Record- 
ing Co. 
be on a fulltime basis, it would 
/mean giving up active participation 

in the other chores. 


LeVally Agency Resigns 
Household Finance Acct. 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 
LeVally agency is resigning the | 
Household Finance Corp. account, 
‘effective April 1. 
of ' ‘Peoples Platform” on CBS-TV 
and heavy user of local AM-TV 
spots, has been with the agency 
since its formation in 1947. New 

agency has not been announced. 


Expected to move with the ac- 
count is James G. Cominos, who is 
resigning LeVally as veepee and 
general manager. Stuart Rae, v.p. 
in charge of art, is also bowing 


j out. 








taking | 
over agency time buying accounts | 


Dave & Birnbach, | 


Schuebel | 


a JWT association of | 
| 23 and a half years, in order to de- | 


new | 


Since the CBS spot would | 


HFC, bankroller | 


‘YOURSOAP OPERA 


i 


j 
| By GEORGE ROSEN 
} 





After years 
| pattern the daytime programming 


— WEEP SOME MORE MY LADY 





of trying to re-| 


| picture in radio, the agency-spon- | 
sor boys in the trade have at long | 
| last practically resigned themselves | 
pe the fact that the soap opera} 
remains the No. 1 kilocycle baby. | 
It’s generally accepted today that | 


| it’s going to take more than some 
| half-hearted skirmishes with audi- 

| ence participation and juiz formu- 
| las to influence the 
| thinking and desires. 


hausfrau’s | 


| The latest available Nielsens, for | 
example, are the tipoff as to the, 


“standstill” statuS ef daytime radio, 
|insofar as attempting to inject a 
;new element of programming is 
concerned. With perhaps the single 
{exception of Arthur Godfrey, 
only personality who's been able 
to compete with the soap opera 
|formula in wooing femme audi- 
| ences on a major scale, the Top 15 
| in audience appeal reads no differ- 














,ently than it did 10 years ago. 
| It’s still “Aunt Jenny,” “Bi ackstage 
Wife,” “Stella Dallas,” ruiding | 
- The Daytime Score 
(Nielsen’s Top 15) 
Arthur Godfrey ........ 10.7 
Our Gal SUNGAY. ..<.406% 9.7 
Ma Perkins ..... ree 9.5 
Pelen ZPOML «..isccesas Ba 
Arthur Godfrey..... rer 
Wendy Warren ......... 89 
Chalienge of Yukon..... 8.9 
ee eee ree 8.8 
Pepper Young Tre 
Right to Happiness..... 8.4 
| MPeer GOGIreyY «.. ..saes 8.0 
| Backstage Wife ........ 8.0 
Guiding Light ......... 7.9 
| (RE POR on ic ka swteis 7.8 
| CRE BERNIE 6. Sascecre aes Pee 
Light,” “Ma _ Perkins.” ‘Helen 


Trent” and their counterparts that 
still rule supreme, with the latest 
Nielsens failing to project even a 
single audience participation § or 
quiz program into the Top 15 pay- 
off columns. 
Loner Godfrey 

With Godfrey snaring three of 
.the 15 positions (each representing 
different 15-minute segments on 
his CBS morning marathon), 10 of 
the Top 15 berths are occupied by 
the weepers, with “Wendy War- 
ren and the News” and ‘Challenge 
of the Yukon” succeeding this 
time up in penetrating the big- 
time rating column. 

The continued hold of the soap- 
ers explains why practically every 
eo and account exec in the 


daytime program picture is des- 
perately striving to come up with 
the right answers in transferring 
the soaper formula into video. It’s 
conceded that the guy who clicks 


with it in TV can write his own 
ticket. 
NBC recently subjected the 


the | 


‘Luckies’ Cross-Board Sluffoff For 





CBS’ Chinese Puzzle 


CBS, along with several 
other corporations, unwittingly 
sent its employees a message 
in Chinese urging support of 
the Chinese Nationalist Kuo- 
mintang. The appeal was print- 
ed on the income tax withhold- 
ing statements the companies 
give workers. 

Unintended propagandizing 
came to light when a CBS 
actor queried the N. Y. Times 
after having the Mandarin 
message translated. Officials 
of the firm which printed the 
‘forms later explained that it 
is customary to block out ex- 
traneous sections of forms by 
printing over them with a 
“Chinese blackboard,” which 
usually consists of jumbled nu- 
merals. Somehow the type se- 
lected for the “block-out” 
turned out to be Kuomintang 
slogans. 


- New Show, Agcy. 
Latest Twists To 
Borden Shuffle 


The Borden account, 








probably 


|one of the most kicked around in 
|radio-TV in a situation which goes 


| forefront. 
‘and the probability of a new TV 


| back several years, during which 
| the 


billings shuttled between 
Young & Rubicam and Kenyon & 
Eckhardt, has again come into the 
A new agency tenancy, 


show, are in the offing. 

Latest to inherit the Borden In- 
stant Coffee account, representing 
billings of between $750,000 and 
$1,000,000, is Doherty, Clifford & 
Shenfield, which acquired the biz 
from Kenyon & Eckhardt. (Rest 


| of the Borden biz is scattered, with 


Monty Woolley ‘‘Magnificent Mon-. 


‘tague” nightime show (which sati- 
rizes the daytime strips) to an ex- 
haustive series of Schwerin tests 
to determine why the show doesn’t 
attract more listeners. What they 
found out was the clincher to NBC 
in its conviction that the soap 
opera is. here to stay. For the 
| femmes taking the Schwerin treat- 
ment were practically unanimous 
|in their resentment over “Mon- 
| tague’s” belittling o.1 the serials. 

| 

| 


EVERBODY WANTS TO 
DO JUDY HOLLIDAY SHOW 


Judy Holliday can _ practically 
write her own ticket for a radio 





one, following the sock reaction to 
her appearance last week on the 
| NBC Sunday evening “Big Show.” 
NBC at the moment appears to 
have the edge in the competitive 
“get Holliday” sweepstakes, with 
‘the web desiring to build a half- 
hour comedy show around the 
“Born Yesterday” star. 
Meanwhile, she’s been booked 
for four guest shots on the Bob 
Hope AM airer. She also does a 
repeat.this Sunday on “Big Show.” 


| week to stage a “mixer” 


show if and when she wants to do| 


Y&R still in possession of the spot 
radio billings and K&E retaining 
other media.) 

Borden dissatisfaction and ulti- 
mate agency switch reportedly 
stems from company’s unhappiness 
with the Peter Lind Hayes-Mary 
Healy video showcase on NBC, 
which K&E projected for the client 
a couple of months back. It’s an- 
ticipated that when the current 13- 
week cycle expires in March, Bor- 
den will give the show the heave, 
with D-C-S agency entrusted with 
the task of finding a suitable re- 
placement. 


K.C. SYMPH GETS NEW 
SPONSOR AND STATION 


Kansas City, Jan. 30. 

Philharmonic Orch made a 
double shift last week, getting a 
new sponsor and moving over to 
KMBC. Nelly Don Garment Co. is 
picking up~the tab for an hour 
broadcast of the orch’s regular 
Tuesday night concert, deal being 
set for two concerts with uptions. 
Previously Philharmonic has been 
sponsored for the first half of the 
season by Kansas City Southern 
Lines with concert going out over 
WHB. 

Orch also let down its hair last 
for teen- 
age patrons of its Saturday night 





high-school concert. Following the : 


concert, eight members of the 
Orch formed a “dance-band com. 
bo” to play for two hours 


Miller’s 2-Year WFIL Pact 


Philadelphia, Jan. 30. 

LeRoy Miller, WFIL disk jock 
and one of the town’s top radio 
personalities for the last 15 years, 
has signed a new two-year con- 
tract with the station. 

Disk jock came to WFIL in 1945 
and is heard on two daily disk 
shows. He also emcees the weekly 
“Features for Women” on WFIL 





ie en perplexed over the 


'day and Monday period, 


HERE TST NT Weekend Splurge Is Ripley to Trade 


the trade’s 
network 
program patterns evolved’ by 
American Tobacco Co. on behalf of 
its Lucky Strike cigaret. That ap- 
plies to both radio and television. 

One of the major spenders in 
the two mediums, with an overall 
budget running into many millions, 
Lucky Strike for some time now 
has been concentrating all iis AM- 
TV shows over the Saturday, Sun- 
with the 
weekend saturation buying leaving 


For some time now 


| the company vulnerable to the ad- 
| vertising 


campaigns of the rival 
ciggie companies through Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
This is particularly applicable in 
its competitive race with Camels 
and Chesterfield, both of which are 
represented by cross - the - board 


| network programming. 


Situation 
cented last 


was particularly ac- 
weekend when Jack 


| Benny took over the Lucky Strike- 


sponsored “This Is Show Business” 
Sunday 7:30 p.m. time on CBS for 
his second video showcase of the 
season, thus following himself on 
radio. (His 7 to 7:30 AM show on 
the same web was pre-taped on the 
Coast.) 

The Lucky Strike trip-hammered 
weekend campaign tces off with 
the radio and video versions of the 
“Hit Parade” Saturday night. Sun- 
day at 7:30 is “Show Business” 
time, and the Robert Montgomery 
dramatic series on NBC-TV are 
spotted on Monday nights. 

Fact that R. J. Reynolds (Camel) 
ast year forged into the forefront 
on ciggie sales is attributed by 
some to the spreading-itself-wide 
technique via cross-the-board pro- 
gramming in contrast to Luckies’ 
weekend splurge. 


NBC, CBS, Woo 
Kaye for AM, TV 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 


Danny Kaye will touch off some 
spirited bidding during his current 
stay in New York for a three-week 
date at the Roxy. Both NBC and 
CBS would very much like his 
autograph on some legal parch- 
ment. Weeks ago Abe Lastfogel 
tossed in his name at the networks 
for a radio show and the bait went 
fast. 

Looking farther 
than the comedian, who is in no 
hurry to get into television, the 
nets feel that once he’s put under 
exclusive contract they'll have him 
tied for TV when he decides to 
make the move. He was accom- 
panied east by Sylvia Fine, his 
wife, and Eddie Dukoff, business 
manager, and put in an appearance 
on the NBC “Big Show” on Sun- 
day (28). 





into the future 





‘Won’t Go Near TV’ 
(In N. Y., Dukoff declared that 
video holds no part in Kaye's 


‘thinking. Comedian won't go near 


TV. he said, on the basis that he 
doesn't need the money now and 
that TV represents “too much of a 
man-eating chore.” 


Conn. Station Yanks 
Giveaway, Claims It’s 
Tough to Get Prizes 


Bridgeport, Jan. 30. 

Difficulty in obtaining jackpot 
prize merchandise has compelled 
WICC to pull its guess-the-voice 
giveaway, “Connecticut Calling,” 
according to James W. Evans, pro- 
gram manager. 

New York firms supplying ap- 
pliances and other wares have been 
having trouble filling orders, and 
some of the items are becoming 
inferior, Evans claimed. On the 
other hand, competitive Bridgeport 
station, WLIZ, reports no such 
trouble and will continue its give- 
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Hooper’s 22-City Upstate N. Y. Poll 
Makes Out Case for AM Audiences 


Movement of radio stations to 


measure their total audiences, as 
a method of showing that tele- | 
vision’s inroads are not as great | 
as they seem, is pointed up in a 
survey which has just been made 
by C. E. Hooper, Inc., for three 
upstate New York outlets. 

Study is unusual in that it was 
backed by affiliates of three webs: 
NBC’s, WGY, Schenectady, ABC's 
WXKW, Albany; and CBS’ WTRY, 
Trov. It covers 22 cities in northern 
N. Y. and western New England, 
some of which have TV coverage, 
and is the biggest study Hooper 
made of non-network radio in the 
east. 

Feeling of AM _ proponents is 
that most surveys, which are con- 
centrated in metropolitan areas, 
underestimate the radio audience 
because of the heavy TV penetra- 
tion in these markets. By covering 
cities over a broader territory this 
special study gives a more accurate 


picture of the AM audience. It 
demonstrates _ that broadcasters 
shouldn't restrict measurement of 
circulation to areas where their 
competition from tele is toughest, 
even though the more extensive 


measurements are more costly. 

The survey was conducted with 
the telephone coincidental tech- 
nique. However, it departs from 
the typical Hoope. method in re- 
porting total urban audiences by 
number of families, rather than 
merely giving percentage ratings. 
Overall report gives quarter-hourly 
audiences for the four network out- 
lets in the area, the three subscrib- 
ing stations plus Mutual’s WROW, 
Albany. It reveals that WGY, 
which with its 50kw, outpulled the 
other stations in 19 of the 22 cities 
at night and in 18 cities daytime. 
City-by-city reports also give a 
breakdown of listening for each of 
the 40-odd outlets in the area. 


New Format For 
Women B casters 


Plans are being readied by the 
Assn. of Women,/in Radio and 
Television for its convention at the 
Astor hotel, New York, April 6-8. 
Chief work of the confab will be 
drawing up a constitution and a 
code. 


Reason for the new constitution 
is that the Assn. of Women Broad- 
casters was recently severed from 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters. | 
In setting up a new group, AWRT 
expects to stress professional as- 
pects, such as standards and train- 
ing. As an independent body, the | 
distaff broadcasters feel, they'll be | 
less of a “ladies auxiliary” and) 
better able to make contributions 
to the industry as a whole and to 
women in the field. 


Chairman of the steering com- 
mittee planning the meet is Agnes 
Law, of CBS. AWB was formed 
in 1942 with offices in New York. 
In 1948 its Gotham offices were 
shuttered and it operated out of 
NAB’s Washington headquarters. 


‘Voices’ Get N.Y. Voice 











Situation of ‘Voices and Events” | 


lacking a New York outlet while 
NBC has been tub-thumping the 
stanza will be corrected Feb. 11. 


Show, which the web has been | 


hypoing because of increased in- 
terest in taped documentary news 
programs, lacked a Gotham outlet 
because its Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 
period on the web was occupied 
locally by a delayed broadcast of 
“American Forum of the Air.” 
Shifting of the “New York Quiz 
Kids” show from 1:30 to 1 p.m. al- 


lows “Forum” to be heard live at | 
1:30 and clears the 10:30 slot for | 


” 


“Voices. 





Burton, Stone to KPHO 


Phoenix, Jan. 30. 

Bill Burton, who business-man- 
aged Dick Haymes, Helen Forrest 
and many others into top wage 
brackets, took over this week as 
executive producer and program 
director of KPHO and KPHO-TYV. 
He is here for health reasons. 

Another newcomer to the sta- 
tions is Harry L. Stone, formerly 
of WSM, Nashville, Tenn., named 
gencral manager of the combined 
operations, . 





Silbert’s Champ Tag 


Detroit, Jan. 30. 
Bill Silbert, WXYZ disk jockey, 
has been voted the “No. 1 disk 


jockey in Michigan” by the Michi- | 


gan Intercollegiate Press Assn. 
Silbert does a disk celebrity 
chatter show nightly from 
Brass Rail Lounge Bar. He 
is emcee of the “Starlight 
way” video show on WXYZ-TV. 


Twin-City Strikes 
Out on Ballcasts 


Minneapolis, Jan. 30. 

American Association baseball 
games’ telecasts, a feature of both 
WCTN and KSTP the past seasons, 
is practically out as far as the Twin 
Cities are concerned. 

Even though the league at its 
meeting next month decides to per- 
mit it, baseball TV will “be at. an 
almost irreducible minimum for 
both Minneapolis and St. Paul. If 
the directors do sanction televising 
of games, WTCN-TV hopes to carry 
occasional St. Paul home contests, 
or parts of them. But now, with 
the coaxial cable in operation, time 
clearance is such a problem that 
all of the home stand contests can’t 
be televised as during the past sea- 
sons, according to Van Konynen- 
berg, general manager. 

There’s not be any televising of 
Minneapolis games. KSTP, the 
only other Twin City TV station, 
televised all Minneapolis home con- 
tests until its technicians went on 
strike the latter part of last season 
and city authorities prohibited the 
TV on the grounds that the station 
was failing to comply with safety 
measures. With the technicians 
still out and KSTP unable to make 
the ordered changes, it would be in 
no position to televise the games. 
In this instance, too, however, time 
clearance because of the cable 
shows also would be a problem. 

When WTCN and KSTP were 
televising the St. Paul and Minne- 
apolis games, respectively, on the 
same nights, newspapers published 
many protest letters from non- 
baseball loving TV set owners. 


NABET’s WAGA Strike 
Sparks ‘Sabotage’ Claim 
As Fort Industry Sues 


Atlanta, Jan. 30. 
Latest development in strike of 
23 members of independent Na- | 


also 
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FCC Orders KWIK 
Off Air in 90 Days 


Washington, Jan. 30. 


The case of the bankrupt station 
KWIK in Burbank, Calif., which 
has been operated for over 18 
months by the U. S. District Court, 
was finally decided last week by 
the FCC. The agency revoked the 
license, affirming a previous order, 
and gave the station 90 days to 
wind up its affairs. 

The Commission’s action was 
taken on findings that there had 
been an illegal transfer of the sta- 
tion prior to its being taken over 
in May of 1949 by Leslie B. Bow- 
den, trustee in bankruptcy. It 
found that over 50% of the stock 
of the station had been transferred 
to three individuals “whose qualifi- 
cations were and are unknown to 
the Commission” and that certain 
ownership reports filed were in- 
complete and erroneous. 

Because of “consistent viola- 
tions” of the Communications Act, 
the Commission decided the origi- 
nal licensees were not qualified to 
hold a license. To allow them to 
continue as licensee, it held, would 
leave the impression with the 
broadcasting industry and the lis- 
tening public “that a_ licensee 
could, for all intents and purposes, 
ignore its responsibilities under 
the Act without fear of having to 
| account therefor.” 


Revocation of the license kills an 


|effort on the part of the Interna- | 


| tional Ladies’ Garment Workers 
|Union to acquire KWIK by pur- 
'chase from Bowden for the benefit 
|of the creditors. Bowden had ap- 
plied to the Commission for a 
transfer of license to him in order 
'to effect the sale, but the agency 
first had to decide the revocation 
question when it uncovered viola- 
tions by the licensee. 


tional Association of Broadcast En- | 
gineers and Technicians against | available to applicants and ILGWU 
WAGA-TV and WAGA-AM & FM May apply for it. The union has an 
came Friday (26) when owners of FM station in nearby Los Angeles. 
stations charged three of striking | 
television technicians ‘‘sabotaged” | 


ti A t th th Qu 1 4 - 
re $a Sorta, “sae 14" Quentin Reynolds’ Co-op 


Fort Industries, Inc., of Detroit, | Sponsors on WMCA Show 


owners and operators of struck 
DuMont Laboratories has pack- 





stations, asked for $10,000 in ac-| 
tual and punitive damages in aj 48ed a weekly 15-minute news com- 
suit filed in U. S. District Court mentary by Quentin Reynolds 
here. Named in the suit were Jim | Which is being offered to its dealers 
C. Brannon, Clifford Rogers and for co-op sponsorship. Airer will 
William M. Taylor. b~ — over WMCA, N. Y., by 

Trio was charged with “upset- | 2UMont and Concourse Music 
ting, maladjusting and distorting | Stores, starting Sunday (4) at 1:15 
broadcasting and studio equip-|?: ™- Reynolds will wax his com- 
ment, removing and concealing ™€ntary on Friday nights for air- 
good tubes and parts and substi- /8 on the stations that weekend. 
tuting therefor defective tubes and| Concourse also will back a strip 
parts.” with Dick Haymes on WMCA, start- 

The suit further alleged the ac- !"& tomorrow (Thurs.) at 7:15 p.m. 
tion was done “willfully and ma- | 224 a Tedd Lawrence news strip 
liciously.” Union reps stoutly de- | at 11:45 p. m. on the indie. 
nied the accusations. 


Strike Monday (29) entered its 
/16th day with pickets still patrol- 
‘ing entrance to Western Union 
‘Building, downtown = studio-quar- 
‘ters of WAGA-AM & FM, and 
| WAGA-TV studios on West Peach- 
tree street, a couple of miles from 
city’s center. Start of strike put 
radio stations off air for scant 25 gotiations between four major 
minutes, but it was three hours be-| radio and video networks and 
fore video operations could be 7 the AFM headed for a show- 
sumed, | down this week. The strike 

Greater Atlanta Council of In-| move, however, is expected to 
dustrial Unions (CIO) Thursday | be averted before the dead- 








AFM Negotiations 


With New York Local 802, 
American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, threatening to stage a 
walkout at midnight tonight 
(Wed.) unless retroactivity is 
granted before that time, ne- 





(25) adopted a resolution pledging | line. 
moral and financial support to; . Details in the Music Sec- 
| WAGA’s striking engineers. | tion. 


The frequency now becomes | 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Trendex reports ABC’s Drew Pearson getting an 11.3 rating against 
NBC's “Big Show’s” 7.5, but the gabber still hasn’t picked up a new 
|sponsor. He’s being peddled for $5,000 or under, depending on the 
| deal... .Godmothers League has endowed a crib in names of Tex and 
| Jinx McCrary because of latter’s efforts in the League’s behalf.... 
| WNBC is auditioning the ‘Phil Baker Story,” in which Baker would 

play records associated with his career. 

CBS’ Peter Goldmark addressed Cleveland Technical Society’s ban- 
quet Monday (29) Actress Aline Dixon in Lawrence Hosp., Bronx. 
ville, recuping after weekend major surgery....Vacationing Ed Mur- 
|row returns Monday (5)....World Broadcasting System has released 
| special signatures for farm programs Doreen Begley, daughter of 
NBC’s Martin Begley, to wed William J. Puttick Sunday (4) . Singer 
Guy Mitchell inked by Associated Program Service Allan Stevenson 
_into “Big Story” tonight (Wed.) and “Circle Theatre” (TV) Tuesday (6) 
|....George Brett and Mike Flynn of Katz agency and Tom Harker, 
Fort Industries sales veepee, to Atlanta for confab on Georgia Trio 
stations. 

Alfred A. Whittaker appointed Benton & Bowles research director. 
Jolm Churchill, formerly supervisor of Procter & Gamble media for 
the agency, switches to research department....Actor Martin Brandt 
signed for Broadway production of “Billy Budd”....Arno Huth starts 
two courses at the New School in_international broadcasting next month 
|....Eddie Heywood guested on NBC's “Piano Playhouse” Sunday (28) 
....World Broadcasting System releasing first tunes by Terrea Lea 
and Jimmy Atkins next month Mutual airs a half-hour diamond 
drama on National League’s 75th anni Friday (2)....Boris Aplon, 
Amzie Strickland and Gene Leonard new to “Backstage Wife” 
Tony Rivers and Mandel Kramer into “Lorenzo Jones’”’....“Front Page 
Farrell” additions are Elizabeth Morgan, Hal Studer, Ross Martin, Alice 
Reinheart, John Griggs, Sylvia Leigh, Audrey Egan and Ray Johnson 

Ed Kobak has purchased a 50% stock interest in McDuffie Prog- 
ress, weekly newspaper of Thomson, Ga., where his son owns WTIWA 

Frank Sinatra, Jack Wolf and WMGM orch leader Joel Herron 
have cleffed ‘“‘Take My Love,” based on Herron’s theme....Harry S. 
Goodman peddling a transcriber, “Burl Ives Sings,” co-produced by 
Helen Ives and Sy Pitts... .Geoffrey Jones has joined Martha Rountree 
and Lawrence E. Spivak’s AM-TV operations....Mort Weinbach new 
business manager for ABC....Alfred Beckman named station clearance 
director for the web....RCA Thesaurus has released ‘‘Wayne King Ser- 
enade”.... Betty Tevis, WNEW publicity gal, marrying Henry A. Blake, 
ad copy writer, at Richmond, Ky., Feb. 24. . 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Earl Ebi, top director at Thompson’s for seven years, moved over to 
Warwick & Legler to head up radio and TV for the recently acquired 
Eastside beer account. Billing runs to $1,300,000 a year. Erv Staud- 
inger of W & L, will be headman on the account....NBC’s Joe Me- 
Connell made a stop-over in Frisco enroute back home to help the Bay 
Citians celebrate the return of Lloyd Yoder as manager of KNBC 
Bob Orr in town for a few days to chat with Louella Parsons ; id 
Andrew Jergens and consult with Jack Baxter on TV commercials tor 
Woodbury-Jergens....Daniel O’Shea, CBS v.p. on talent deals, passing 
the next few weeks in New York....A tartar for work, ABC’s Frances 
Scully has added five more 15’s to give her a weekly total of 15 quarter 
hours. Her latest is “Hi Noon in Hollywood” from the Brown Derby, 
her first TC with the network....Al Steele, Pepsi prexy, and Jack 
Runyon of Biow finally got Phil Regan squared away on his new show 
to be traveled around the camps. Maurice Norton, formerly with Wil- 
liam Morris and lately in TV, is the producer....Ted Bliss, producer 
}at Young & Rubicam, all puffed up—mumps....Neil Reagan of Mc- 
Cann-Erickson said to be in line for presidency of Advertising Associ- 
ation of the West. He’s the coming up prexy of the Hollywood Ad Club 
| ....Line Dellar and his bride are off on a Caribbean honeymoon.... 
Trying to land Burt Lancaster as a sub for the ailing Jimmy Stewart 
on last week’s Lux show cost Thompson's Corny Jackson his Sunday. 
Told Lancaster was in Palm Springs, Jackson had every spot on the 
desert cased. Late in the evening he made a chance call at his home 
and found that Lancaster hadn’t left the house for two days....Ed 
Cashman is back at his old post as headman in the Hollywood office of 
|Foote, Cone & Belding....Harry Maizlish, KFWB owner-manager, 
won the Good Neighbor of the Year award on “Welcome to Holly- 
wood.” That gives him another trophy to add te his vast collection for 
service to humanity. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Gene Fromherz, formerly with J. Walter Thompson and Dancer, Fitz- 
gerald & Sample, is the new media director at Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, 
replacing the late John North. ...Robert Allen has been made chief of 
the Chi ABC announcers’ staff....Dick Rowe up from Winter Haven, 
| Fla., to join the staff of NBC’s “Welcome Travelers,” taking over from 
| Hank Koval, now a Naval air cadet....Don Painter set to produce and 
| direct the “Benny Rubin Show” when it gets ABC network treatment 
| Starting Monday (5)....WBBM scripter Perry (Skee) Wolff’s novel, ‘The 
| Friend,” is being republished by Pocketbook Inc.....Norman Lindquist 
| is new veepee at Atlas Films....Curley Bradley, headliner in Mutual's 





Singing Marshall” series, recovering from an operation... .Just off the 
sick list is Joseph Gallicchio, Chi NBC musical director. ... WBBM news- 
caster John Harrington doing 23 news shows weekly. ...Minda Lang, Chi 
femme whistler, optioned for another 26 weeks on Ted Mack’s “Family 
Hour” on ABC....Lee Hon upped from assistant slot to technical oper- 
lations director at WBBM-CBS....Quarter-hour Washington report, 
| ‘““Congress Speaks,” bowed Saturday (27) on WGN....Here for a brief 
/looksee at Chi CBS operations last week were: Carl Burkland, Radio 
Sales g.m.; Bill Show, N. Y. Radio Sales manager; Henry Untermeyer 
and Hal Davis, Radio Sales account execs, and Hugh Stump, Frisco 
'Radio Sales manager... Maureen Stapleton, femme lead in Tennessee 
Williams’ “Rose Tattoo,” guested on NBC’s “Quiz Kids” Sunday (28).. 
Jack Callaghan, ex-producer of the “Quiz Kids” and “Ladies Fair,” and 
_Jay Andre, former WMAW, Milwaukee, gabber, have been added to the 
_WBBM announcer staff....Nancy Carr, John Carter and Bruce Foote 
will star in WGN-Mutual’s “Chicago Theatre of the Air” Saturday (3). 


IN WASHINGTON . . . 


| Pat Griffith, former director of femme activities for NAB, and more 


| recently director of Community Services for WHO, Des Moines, re- 
/called to active duty with WAC, with rank of captain, and status of 
| Public Information officer at Fort Meyer, in nearby Virginia... .Edgar 
Bergen in town to put on a show for top Defense brass, took time out 
to cheer the boys at Walter Reed Army hospital....Mrs. Robert Freer, 
‘frau of the former chairman of the Federal Trade Commission, and 
society commentator on WMAL-ABC, picked as one of five “queens of 
beauty and fashion” by the Washington Fashion Group ... Robert 
| Montgomery in to tape his ABC airer with his new frau in tow... 
“Muggs Richardson, ex-gal Friday for Arthur Godfrey, expected to be 
| inked for a half-hour weekly TV show. with guest talent, on WNBW- 
NBC. ...Famed Jones twins, local lensers, back from their Korean 
stint and off to Europe for some shuttering for NBC-TV....Danish 


| ambassador presented pianist-humorist Vi ij , for 
| “‘good will ambassador” waar Hames wom awaee 


} 
| 
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Radio Set Sale Upbeat to TY Homes, 
Bigger AM Audiences Shown in Tests 


Batch of new statistical studies + 


that points up AM’s pulling power 
vis-a-vis TV has been gathered by 
ABC to show: (1) an upbeat in sales 
of radio sets to tele families; and 
(2) the fact that AM audiences are 
larger than ratings indicate, due 
to the turnover factor. 

“Advertisers might think that a 
TV show with a 63.9 rating has a 
bigger audience than a radio stanza 
with a 2.8," ABC radio sales man- 
ager Charles Ayres says. “Yet ra- 
dio’s unparalleled ability to reach 
different homes with each succes- 
sive broadcast finds the 2.8 AM 
program expanding beyond the lim- 
its of the larger rating over a pe- 
riod of time.” 

The reason is that new dialers 
tune in to replace listeners that 
drop out. Taking Nielsen figures 
for cumulative audiences, in four 
weeks the 2.8 program reached 
8,343,500 different homes. The TV 
show, even if it reached every TV 
home in the U. S. during the same 
months, could have hi. only 8,269,- 
400 homes. 

Walter Winchell, Ayres points 
out, in four weeks reached 19% 
more homes than there were TV 
homes in the country, and “This 
Is Your FBI” reached 9% more. 
Web has at least 53 AM programs 
which reached more different 
homes than there were TV homes. 
Ayres added that ABC's average 
program, both day and night, in 
four weeks covers more homes 
than the total TV market. 

More radios were sold to TV 
families than to non-TV families 
in New York City during the first 
11 months of 1950, according to a 
special study by Pulse, Inc., for the 
web. 

Study reinforces the opinion of 
many industry toppers that the 
heavy viewing binge of new video 
receiver families tapers off to give 


(Continued on page 32) 


Radio Biz in Mpls. 
Booms Despite TV 


Minneapolis, Jan. 30. 


Despite the fact that there has 
been TV competition from two sta- 
tions during the past two years, 
radio apparently isn’t suffering in 
this area. Most of the eight Twin 
City stations report that 1950 radio 
billings set an alltime high. 

For example, WCCO, CBS’s 50,- 
000-watt station here, which is sans 
TV, in 1950 enjoyed a 17% gross 





- gain over the preceding year, ac- 


cording to Gene Wilkey, station 
manager. There was a 15% boost 
in sale of local time, a successful 
summer campaign tilting time saies 
for the summer quarter by 17.6% 
aAd national spot time sales by 
11.1%, Carl Ward, sales manager, 
asserts. Presently, he says, only 
two Class A half-hours are open 
for sale. 

Paradoxically, CBS TV shows 
appear on a competing NBC sta- 
tion, WTCN-TV. Another NBC 
affiliate, KSTP, also has TV. 
WCCO, however, has no TV license 
and no application for one pending 
in consequence of the freeze on 
them two and a half years ago. 

With only the two Twin City TV 
stations in the entire area, radio 
time sellers make much of the fact 
that two-thirds of station audience 
are outside TV service area, giving 
radio a vast circulation beyond its 
range. 


NBC COAST FLACKS 
VOTE FOR SPG TIE 


Hollywoou, Jan, 30. 

Five flacks employed by NBC 
Publicity department here voted 
unanimously for the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild as bargaining agent 
and Guild Shop. 

As result of recent NLRB elec- 
tion results, Guild reps will be- 
ee immediate talks with NBC offi- 
cials. 








Off-the-Kopf 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 


Harry Kopf, Chi NBC 
veepee, mailed out “gift cer- 
tificates” valued at nearly 


$1,500,000 last week to local 
and network clients of WMAQ 
(AM) and WNBQ (TV), Chi 
NEC stations. Certificates were 
dispatched as reminders of 
the number of free promo- 
tional plugs aired on the two 
stations which at rate card 
value would have totaled the 
hefty sum during 1950. 

“Gift” idea was dreamed up 
by John Keys, WMAQ- 
WNBQ promotion chief, 


CBS Dismissal On 


Loyalty Issue May 
Cue Union Action 


CBS’ dismissal last week of a 
girl white collar staffer has raised 
questions among lawyers for some 
unions which have agreements with 
the web. Question is being asked 
whether this sets up a “condition 
for employment” which is contrary 
to the union contracts. 

Femme’s firing brought no im- 
mediate protests, inasmuch as*she 








|} was not a member of a _ union, 


said she wanted no publicity and 
turned down an offer for help from 
the Radio Guild of the Distrib- 
utive, Processing and Office Work- 
ers of America. She said that she 
had never been a member of any 
organization listed by the U. S. 
attorney general as subversive, but 
refused on principle to sign the 
statement CBS asked from _ its 
2,500 empioyees. 

CBS declared that it was adopt- 
ing the policy of dropping workers 
who fail to sign as the only way 
of making its loyalty program 
work. Most of the web’s employees 
have already signed, although 
some are still mulling the question. 

Radio-Television Directors Guild 
will meet on the issue Monday 
(5), when the membership is ex- 
pected to back an RTDG council 
resolution condemning the CBS 
fealty quiz. Radio Writers Guild 


(Continued on page 30) 


WNOE Lops Off Com’ls 
For Exclusive Pickup 
Of Kefauver Crime Quiz 


New Orleans, Jan. 30. 

WNOE scooperd its radio rivals 
here with its exclusive broadcasts 
of the entire proceedings of the 
Kefauver Senate Committee crime 
investigation hearings during the 
two-day session in Federal Dis- 
trict Court Thursday (25) and 
Friday. 

The 50,000-watt station owned 
and operated by Ex-Gov. James A. 
Noe, cancelled its cammercial 
schedule to air the committee’s 
hearings morning, afternoon and 
night. Station also scored another 
exclusive with a broadcast of Sen. 
Estes Kefauver’s press conference 
a short time after his arrival Wed- 
nesday (24). 

WDSU-TV officials persuaded 
Sen. Kefauver they could televise 
the hearings without interfering 
with the committee’s orderly proc- 
esses. Permission was granted and 
| the telecaster aired most of the 
second day’s session. According to 
a committee aide, New Orleans 
Friday (26) became the first city 
in the country to view the com- 
mittee in action on its TV screens. 

Interest in the gambling and 
crime investigation here built up 
to a high pitch, and the broad- 
casts sent WNOE’s audience rat- 
ing soaring to new heights during 








the two-day airings. ; 


~ $15,000,000 FOR CAMP B’CAS 


TS 





Ble SPONSORS 
BEHIND MOVE 


On the basis of preliminary feel- 
ers and agency-sponsor interest, a 
considerable portion of the new 
radio programming that will hit the 
airlanes in 1951 will have Army 
camp originations. One agency 
executive who has been involved in 
negotiations for sponsored shows 
emanating from camps estimates 
that an approximate $15,000,000 
will be channelled by various 
clients into camp-inspired network 
— before the year is 
out. 


The revelation that bankrollers 
are not only willing but in some 


identify themselves with the over- 
all “Operations Mobilization” 
scheme of things has sparked con- 
siderable activity around the agen- 
cies and in the program package 
mills. 

Between New York and Chicago 
alone there are more than a score 
| of camps in operation and the boys 
have let it be known that they want 
the broadcast originations. 


Potential Clients 


Pepsi-Cola has already made the 
plunge, buying a half-hour Phil Re- 
gan (plus top bands) stanza for a 
Sunday afternoon NBC ride, origi- 
nanting from a different camp each 
week. Chesterfield, Wrigley, Philip 
Morris and Pabst are reported as 
among other clients who are test- 
ing the program wares to see if 
they fit the bill. There are a flock 
of other potential clients as well, 
but preferring anonymity until 
they’re set to go. 

Shows that stood up well in the 
last war are gradually being resur- 
rected and adapted for present-day 
camp needs. Arlene’ Francis’ 
“Blind Date,” which has since been 
converted into a TV stanza, is be- 
ing revived as an AM airer, as 
well, for the camp circuits. It’s 
anticipated that a whole flock of 
World War II shows (NBC is reviv- 
ing “The Army Hour”) will be 
resurrected to fit into the “Opera- 
tions Mobilization” pattern. 


NBC Readies US. 
History Series 


NBC’s next major programming 
venture, on which the web will 
lavish top coin, will be a series of 
shows treating with American his- 
tory. Some of the nation’s top. 
historians will be enlisted for the | 
series, with negotiations currently | 
under way with Allen Nevins to} 
supervise the entire script project. 


Series will depict true episodes 
in American history, with, of 
course, appropriate analogies to re- 
flect the current temper of the 
times and present period of crisis. 

As part of the new program pat- 
terns being evolved around the 
webs to tie in with the nation’s 
“Operations Mobilization” camp 
originations, NBC is also readying 
a revival of the “Army Hour” 
series. 


FAYE, SKITCH AS AM-TV 
HUSBAND-WIFE TEAM 


Faye Emerson and Skitch Hen- 
derson are slated to work as a hus- 
band and wife team on both video 
and radio. Duo have been signed 
to do the annual “Easter Parade” 
on Easter Sunday (March 25) over 
NBC-TV, and are having a radio 
man-and-wife early morning radio 
show lined up for them. 

The tele show is slated to be a 
full hour session starting at noon, 
with other talent still to be lined 














Radio show is still in the talk- 
ing stage. NBC is amenable to 
‘the idea, but deal hasn’t been set 
‘yet. Music Corp. of America is 
representing them. Henderson re- 
icently broke with his personal 
| managers Gabbe, Lutz & Heller. | 


cases anxious to pick up the tab to! 


Sales Execs See Radio Resurgence 
In Cream Time Bids by Sponsors 


+ 





Peace 
Hollywood, Jan. 30. 

Manufacturer J. Edward Mc- 
Kinley has proved, to the satis- 
faction of all concerned, that 
silence really is golden. 

McKinley heard KMPC 
deejay Ross Mulholland offer 
free time for a donation to the 
March of Dimes. Manufacturer 
promptly offered $10 for 30 
seconds of silence. 

Yep. 


Two More Actors 


File 3006 Suits 
Vs.'Red Channels 


Two additional suits against 
American Business Consultants, 
Inc., publishers of ‘Red Channels” 
and ‘Counterattack,” have been 
| started by attorney Arthur Gar- 
field Hays in New York supreme 
court. Performers Selena Royle 
and Joe Julian, both of whom were 
cited in “Red Channels,” seek 
$150,000 apiece in damages. Hays 
previously represented Ralph and 
Pert Kelton Bell in similar suits 
against the anti-Communist publi- 
cations. 

As in the previous complaints, 
the plaintiffs charge that the con- 
sultant firm advises corporations as 








fore listing them in their publica- 
tion “not only hurts standing in 
the community but prejudices op- 
obtaining employment in motion 
pictures, radio and TV.” 

The briefs also cite a note in 
the intro to “Channels” that where 
“an anti-Communist action or con- 
demnation of Communism have 
been made by an individual men- 
tioned in the following report and 
known to the publishers, it has 
been noted in the text.” Com- 
plaints say that the defendants 
“maliciously, carelessly and wan- 
tonly” omitted listing some facts. 

They charge that_it was not men- 
tioned in “Channels” that Julian 
played a lead in the ABC web's 
“Communism—U. S. Brand,” an 
anti-Communist broadcast, or that 
| Miss Royle was co-chairman of the 





to individuals’ connections with the | 
Communist Party and that there- | 


portunities to earn a living through |! 


+ Bankrollers’ practice a few years 


ago of sewing up cream tim@frans ~ 
chises on television is now being 
switched to radio. That’s the be- 
lief of network sales execs, based 
on the recent resurgence in radio 
billings and general economic con- 
ditions both inside and outside the 
industry. 


Now that radio has settled down 
and the agencies and clients have 
abandoned the general feeling of 
lassitude they held toward the me- 
dium last year, they're generally 
coming back in, according to the 
sales chiefs. Number of advertis- 
ers, they said, foresee shortages in 
other ad media, such as newsprint. 
As a result, with increased prod- 
uct sales pushing up their ad 
budgets and with radio once again 
proving itself, sponsors once again 
are trying to latch onto the best 
network time. 


Web spokesmen traced the ine- 
dustry’s unrest last year to confuse 
sion among advertisers about the 
|Government’s excess profits tax 
and such factors as NBC’s abor- 
tive attempt to trii its rates. For 
proof that AM has once again set- 
tled down, they noted that agen- 
cies are no longer asking for trades 
and excessive discounts. In addi- 
tion, according to one web spokes- 
'man, a number of local stations, 
veering directly from NBC's re- 
cent thinking, are demanding an 
increase in AM rates. Too, for the 
first time in a long while, network 
salesmen can show that the top 
| Nielsen ratings are running higher 
than they did last year, proving 
that radio is playing to a bigger 
audience. 








War’s Effects 


Sales chiefs conceded that the 
War may cause radio casualties. 
Reddi-Wip, for example, was 
forced to drop sponsorship of the 


| (Continued on page 32) 


‘AMSeen Benefiting 


Tn Mag Rate Hikes 


Announcement in the past week 
of rate hikes by Time, Life, For- 
tune and Seventeen magazines is 
viewed in the trade as giving radio 
and television a competitive edge. 
AM particularly is expected to 
| benefit from the higher ad rates in 
'the printed media—large numbers 
|of which have been boosting their 








|Stage Door Canteen, a vice-chair-| prices in recent weeks. 


man of a Red Cross entertainment} The publications are attributing 
committee and had played bene-, their increased to advancing costs 
fits for the Heart Fund, Actors| of production, paper, printing, la- 


up. Samson Hosiery is sponsoring. | 


Fund, Motion Picture Relief Fund 
and Marine Corps League, among 
others. 


Mutual Gets Back Into 
D. C. Swim With WWDC 
Acquisition Vice WEA 


Washington, Jan. 30. 

Mutual network switched its af- 
filiation from WEAM in nearby 
Arlington, Va., to WWDC in Wash- 
ing last week and got back on the 
| 1260 ke channel it occupied before 
its previous affiliate sold its facili- 
ties. The shift puts the network 
back into the Capital proper, after 
an absence of about a year. 

Dissatisfaction with the coverage 
over WEAM’s 1390 kc spot, with its 
directional pattern and desire to 
have an outlet in Washington are 
understood to have prompted Mu- 








tual to change AM affiliates, effec | 


tive March 11. Station WASH will 
continue as the web’s FM affiliate. 
WWDC-FM has the local Transit 
Radio franchise. 

Affiliation with Mutual, said 
| WWDC, will not affect its “block 
| programming” format which has 
‘enabled it to develop into one of 
the most prosperous independent 
| stations in the country. 

WWDC shifted from 1450 ke 


(Continued on page 30) ; 





bor and transportation, and partly 
to circulation growth. Contrasted 
with this, TV’s rate hikes have 
been geared only to phenomenal 
upsurge in viewers. 

AM, while it has suffered some- 
'what from video competition, 
| hasn't fared as badly circulation- 
wise as some quarters predicted. 
At the same time, great reduction 
| in program costs, it’s figured, more 
‘than compensate for the dialers 


| lost. 
| 


-1-SHOT BOOK DEALS 
IN SABBATH UPBEAT 


Pending the preem next month 
of the new Pepsi-Cola-sponsored 
Sunday afternoon NBC musical 
show originating from Army camps, 
Doubleday has purchased the 5 to 
5:30 time for a two-way spread, 
| with Wayne Howell taking over 15 
|minutes and Edwin C. Hill the 
; other quarter-hour. 








| The in-again-out-again book gab 
, deals have been a bone of conten- 
| tion in radio circles for some time, 
the practice being questioned by 
|many, particularly where one-shot 
sales are involved as applied last 
Sunday, when Doubleday also took 
over an early afternoon quarter- 
hour, forcing postponement of the 
new Jane Morgan song stanza. 
NBC also sold a Sunday morning 
slot to Greystone Press for a fiv 
week stretch. Ms 
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Ralph 


Edwards Into Major TY Film 
Production; Preps New Techniques 








—o 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. + 


Ralph Edwards is about to hang 
out a new shingle. It'll read: 

Comedy Shows Filmed Here for 
Television. 


Not that he’s giving up his gold | 
mines—far from it—but it will be | 
more of a sideline, for the time be- | 


ing, and eventually a thriving busi- | 
ness to keep him active after 
“Truth or Consequences” starts get- 
ting a little aged around the edges. 
No sudden inspiration, Edwards has 
been nursing such a thought in his 
noggin ever since the picture indus- 
try treated television like a leper 
(‘we're not looking, it may go 
away’’). 
At the moment Edwards is set up 

to handle any type of comedy show, 
but he’s not yet ready to take on 


outsiders. There are a few bugs 
yet to be ironed out, along the 
cost front, and once these are 


licked, the Jack Bennys, Burns and | 
Allens, Alan Youngs and Jimmy 
Durantes can place their orders. By 
then the TOC conferencier hopes 
to have his own theatre under lease 
and complete crews to service the 
shows. Such as he’s doing now but 
on a much broader scale. All his 
key men are under contract and he 
has the nucleus for a production 
unit comparable to any studio lay- 
out. 

To Edwards it came as more of 
a challenge than the spirit of pio- 
neering to invent new devices for 
better quality and lower cost. Both 
the vid version and ayem concept 
of “Truth or Consequences” now 
stand him around $20,000 a week 
(they’re both his own packages) 
and broken down the TV end easily 
wraps up two-thirds of the total. 
That’s too much and Ralph knows 
it, but he’s well on his way to shade 
the figure. Once he can get the 
unions to see it his way he'll be 
half-way home. 

The bug that’s biting deepest is 

(Continued on page 30) 


TVA, Chi Stations’ 
Showdown Meet 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 

Showdown meeting between Tel- 
evision Authority and representa- 
tives of the four tele stations be- 
gan here this morning (Tuesday). 
TVA bargainers had threatened to 
break off talks at last week’s meet- 
ings but sufficient progress was) 
made to schedule one more ‘‘make 
or break”’ session. If further prog- 
ress fails to result from today’s 
meeting, it’s expected the union 
negotiators will take the situation 
to the TVA membership for a 
strike vote. 

However, on the strength of the 
advances made at last week’s talks, | 
both sides are somewhat more op- | 
timistic over the possibility of a. 
meeting of minds. As a result of | 
concessions from both the union 
and the telecasters, the negotiators 
went into day’s huddle consider- 
ably closer together. Two major 








hurdles were overcome when the | 


station toppers agreed to place on- 
camera announcers in the same fee 
category as other performers and 


‘Jan Murray Looks Set 
For Seymour’s ‘Sing It’ 
CBS Spot in Hypo Bid 


In an apparent move to give 
“Sing It Again” a better competi- 
tive chance on television against 
NBC’s “Your Show of Shows,” CBS | 
is considering the advisability of 
replacing Dan Seymour with Jan 
Murray as emcee of .he giveaway 
show. While CBS program execs 
are satisfied with Seymour's work Tolenis Geessneeh Gua: to en ennend 
on the show, they think that Mur- year for CON EDISON 
ray could give it more comedy, Tomorrow’s News twice daily for 


: ae : } VIM stores 
values and thereby widen its ap | Telostaun of the Mens 
peal- WP 


“Sing It,” produced by Lester. - 
Gottlieb, currently airs as a simul- 
WJBK-U. of Det. 
9 € 
TV Educ] Series 


cast Saturday nights from 10 to 1l 
Detroit, Jan. 30. 


and so must compete directly with 
the third and final half-hour of 
The second of Detroit’s three 
television stations is jumping 


“Show of Shows.’ To date, the 

CBS package hasn’t been :ble to 
aboard the educational bandwagon. 
The Fort Industry Co. announced 











JOHN TILLMAN | 


TV’s Most-Seen News Reporter 








cut into the NBC ratings. CBS, 
incidentally, claims to have a new 
sponsor near the inking stage for 
the 15-minute segment of “Sing It” 
recently vacated by Luden’s. 








_———— 
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Whether or Not Educators Get TV 





campaign to reserve TV channelg 
'FCC. Last week’s hearings, durin 
Co-op Backed by Banks which the educators aitediered 


+ 
Channels, Com | Video Is on Spot 
+ ies bag rag se Jan. 30. 
atever the outcome of the 

MOT, ABC, Pedlar-Ryan [campaign : 
f D devices that Cenanennl vo nag | 
yideo hag 
Join or ocumentary been put on the spot before the 
March of Time, ABC-TV and/|their big gun—a round-the-clock 
Pedlar & Ryan agency are joining |monitoring survey of New York’s 


'seven stations—demonstrated that 


iforces for a weekly documentary 
| show whieh will be offered to ABC- 


iTV li rative basis. 
stitiates Of & eeoperative | being done by the new medium, 


| MOT and the web joined together 
in 1949 on the “Crusade in Europe” 
vidpix, first cycle of which was 
backed by Time, Inc., with re-runs 
issued on a syndicated basis. 


Pedlar & Ryan figures in the 
deal as sales agent, lining up the 
local sponsors, all of which are ex- 
| pected to be banks. Show would be 
| networked out of New York, with 
| prints rushed to off-cable cities for 
| quick screening. Format of the 
| show would be flexible, in that one 
week a single subject, such as man- 
| power, might be explored while on 
other editions several current top- 
ics would be dealt with. Starting 
date of the airer depends on the 
speed with which outlets and bank- 
rollers are signed. 

John Daly will be emcee of the 
30-minute stanza. Dick Krolik, 
former assistant to Horace M. 


| 
! 


the agency isn’t particularly 
pleased with the public service job 


The New York survey, conducted 
during the week of Jan. 4-10 for 
the Joint Committee on Educatione 


|al Television, has given the edu- 
icators a loud horn to blow in the 


battle for a set-aside. They have 
indicated they’re going to use it for 


' all it’s worth. 


Prof. Donald Horton of the U. of 


_ Chicago, who collaborated with Dr, 


Dallas Smythe in the study, made 


‘a strong indictment of television 
| programming in his testimony be- 


fore the agency. From an educas- 
tional standpoint, he said, TV offers 


only “a hodgepodge of isolated su- 
| perficial items of information, pre- 
| sented without plan, without regu- 
j larity and frequently without even 


advance notice to the public that 


\the programs are to appear.” 


| 


Referring again to the survey, he 


Schwerin and who recently joined | continued: “We have found the rec- 


MOT, is project supervisor. 


Chis White Sox, 


that its WJBK-TV will cooperate | 
with the University of Detroit in| 





ord unsatisfactory. The broadcast- 
ers must, of course, receive credit 
for their many excellent entertain- 


| game home schedule. WGN-TV has | Table.” 


| splitting the fee. Last year they 


|is getting close to $100,000 for this 


a new series of weekly educational 
programs beginning Feb. 4. 

Besides being telecast, the pro- 

gram will be carried over WJBK- 

|AM and WJBK-FM. Obviously, 

TV e 9 the program’s format will differ 

bd S nl for | radically from that of the WWJ- 

7 | TV-University of Michigan series 

| which leans heavily on the visual 

Chicago, Jan. 30. (to get its lessons across. Also, 

Both Windy City major league WW4J-TV hews more strictly to the 

baseball teams are again sticking | classroom-lecture technique, while 

to video for the upcoming season.’ the WJBK-TV effort will be along 

Contracts have been signed be-| the lines of the seminar method of 

tween WGN-TV and WBKB with | teaching. ‘ 

the Chi Cubs, National League} WJBK-TV program is titled 

entry, for teevee rights to the 77-| “University of Detroit Round 

Series will feature Dr. 


Cubs Stick With 








again latched onto the rights for| Francis A. Arlinghaus, as perma-' 


the White Sox daytime schedule | nent moderator, U. of D. instruc- 
of 58 daytime games. American|tors and representative laymen. 
League team last year decided to| Topics to be discussed include 
call a halt to telecasting of its|‘“Should United Nations Troops 
night games. | Withdraw From Korea?” “How to 

Significantly, Philip K. Wrigley,| Pay for Rearmament,” “Role of 
Cub owner who consistently has | Universities in This National 
taken a kindly stand toward teevee | Emergency,” and “Chances of Sur- 
at his ballpark, has only upped | viving the Atom Bomb.” 


the 1951 video price tag $5,000 to | 
each of the two stations. This’ . 
year’s rights were scaled at $70.-| Ezra Stone to Direct 
000, with WBKB and WGN-TV 
| } Danny Thomas TV Show 
paid $60,000. Despite the fact that . 
the Cubs games have been tele-| Ezra Stone is the latest in the 
cast the past four years, attend- | Succession of directors to step into 





'ance has held up well over the the Danny Thomas segment of the 


1,000,000 mark. | Wednesday night “Four Star Re- 
Although White Sox 1950 attend- | Vue’ TV series on NBC. 

ance fell off slightly compared to | He assumes the chore starting to- 

the previous year, the Comiskey | night (Wed.), 

family has decided to string along | Bacher. 


with teevee again. According to re- 
CBS’ ‘Garden of Eve’ 


liable reports the South Side team 

year’s rights. CBS, experimenting with the 
Jack Brickhouse, assisted by daytime serial formula for TV, will 

Harry Creighton and Vince Lloyd, | close-circuit a new soaper within 

will handle the games for WGN- the next 10 days called “Garden 

TV and Joe Wilson will be back of the Eve.” 


succeeding Bill 





ment programs, but this is not the 
whole of their obligation. As a 
result of this study we are more 


than ever convinced of the neces- 

° sity for independent educational 

Into a time: | television stations to provide need- 
. bes service to the people and to pro- 


vide standards of comparison for 


* ° | the commercial broadcasters.” 
Ma r nts | That the survey will be given 
/ considerable weight in the allocae 
; | tion of channels was made plain at 
- NBC’s splurge into daytime tele-|the hearings.. Comr. Frieda Hen- 
vision continued to pay off this nock, who has been leading the crue 
week, with Lever Bros. the latest | sade for the set-aside, used the 
bigtime advertiser | to enter the | findings in questioning witnesses 
fold. Outfit has signed to bank-/ opposed to giving the educators a 
roll “Hawkins Falls,” a web-pack- | block of VHF channels. When Dr, 





TVA lowered its off-camera fee} at the WBKB mike. 


scales. ; ; Neither station has definitely 
Prior to this latest session, the pacted bankrollers for the games 

bargainers were about 18% apart as yet but expect to have them 

on commercial fees. The union, lined up shortly. 

which started negotiations in No- | 


Based on an original idea by 
Jerry Horwin, CBS-TV script chief, 
| it will be scripted by Manya Starr, 
| with Jerry Danzig producing and 
‘Sidney Lumet directing. 





vember asking 80% of the network 





scale, has backtracked to 64%. Sta- 
tions have upped their offers to 
46%. TVA is seeking a sustaining 
schedule scaled at 70% of the final 
local commercial rate, while the 
telecasters are offering 60%. 


‘Target: Cincy’ Preems 


Cincinnati, Jan. 30. 
“Target: Cincinnati,’ series of 
six weekly half-hour public service 
programs, inaugurated Sunday (23) 
by WKRC-TV, deals with possible 
atom bombing of Cincy and other 


Minneapolis children are now 





WTCN-TV is enabling pupils “to 


tem sans charge for two hours 


Incidentally, the public service is 


Public Schooling Via TV 


Minneapolis, Jan. 30. 
getting their public schooling via 


With local public schools closed because of a janitors’ strike, 


go to school” just the same—over 


television. Station is turning over its facilities to the school sys- 


each morning—from 9 to 11 a.m. 


Sherman Headley, WTCN’s TV operations director, told the schools 
they could continue with the program as long as the strike lasts. 


gaining the station a large amount 


aged soap opera, in the 5 to 5:15 
p.m. cross-the-board strip. Lever 
comes in just a week after Col- 
| gate, which is picking up the tab 
on a new daytimer to star Susan 
Peters, ex-film actress, Mondays, 
_Wednesdays and Fridays from 3 
,to 3:15 p.m. 

Because of the acute shortage 
| of studio space at NBC's N. Y. 
Frome er ciggee the web will be 
forced to originate “Falls” from 
| Chicago and the series with Miss 
Peters from Philadelphia. Latter 
will be NBC’s first network com- 





‘ter theatre, N. Y., 


Charles F. Church, education di- 
(Continued on page 30) 





Comics Now Yen 


Center Theatre 


With the studio audience prob- 
lem at NBC-TV’s mammoth Cen- 
apparently 


mercial show to emanate from | solved by the theatre TV screen in- 


Philly. 
_tended to buy “Falls” but passed 
_it up in favor of the other show. 


Entry of the two new sponsors Reyye” 


‘into the NBC daytime picture vir- 
| tually completes the roster of day- 
| time radio’s biggest spenders who 
|have moved into TV. Procter & 
|Gamble--has a daily 15-minute 
strip on NBC’s “Kate Smith Show” 
and General Foods now bankrolls 
Bert Parks three days a week from 
3:30 to 4. Most of the success of 
_NBC’s daytime operation, in fact, 
is attributed by the web to Miss 
,|Smith’s show, which achieved a 
hefty 18.5 network rating within a 


(Continued on page 30) 


Granik’s ‘Forum’ Snares 
TV Sponsor; Pubservice 
Shows in Client Upbeat 


With virtually all its entertain- 
ment shows now sold, NBC is find- 
ing ready acceptance for its public 
service programs among the adver- 
tisers eager to get into television. 
| Latest in that category is the Bohn 
Aluminum Co., which this week 
|pacted to sponsor Theodore Gran- 
|ik’s “American Forum of the Air” 
|Sundays at 1:30 p. m. Other pub 
|service bankrollers include Revere 








Colgate had originally in-| stalled last week, all four come- 


dians who rotate each week on the 
web’s Wednesday night ‘Four Star 
are expected to move their 
shows into that house. 

Jimmy Durante, who initiated 
use of the screen last Wednesday 


‘night (24), reportedly found it of 
tremendous help to his program, 


| According 


to NBC execs, the 


‘screen was not distracting to the 


performers on the stage. 


And, 


, they said, it achieved the purpose 


for which it was installed. Laughs 


‘from the studio audience were 


found to be coming much quicker 


_and the yocks were fuller from the 


back of the house—from the peo- 
ple who could see the screen most 
easily—than from down front in 
the orchestra. 

Ed Wynn has been doing his 


/monthly stint from the Center 


since he joined the NBC show. 


Danny Thomas, who airs tonight 
'(Wed.), wanted to move into the 





Center but NBC is installing a new 
deluxe control booth this week, $0 


(Continued on page 30) 


65,000 in Chi View Tint 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 
CBS wrapped up its two-week 
Chi showing of its tinted teevee 
system last week with an estimated 








American cities. 

Visual report on civil defense 
and television’s place in wartime 
was worked out by Hulbert Taft, 
Jr., station’s head man and a vet- 
eran pilot of World War II, and 
James Maxwell, author who con- 
ducts a weekly interview stanza on 
WKRC-TV. 

For CD research, Maxwell visit- 
ed Washington, D. C., New York 
and several Ohio cities. 


of frontpage newspaper publicity daily. 

Before coming to the pupils’ rescue, John Ford, station promo- 
tion director, obtained the janitor union’s business agent’s approval 
for the program. The school teachers union didn’t have any ob- 
jections either. 
, Station officials and a group of 18 teachers, together with Made- 
line Long, school radio consultant, are preparing the programs. At 
the start, most of classes offered are being aimed at elementary 
school pupils primarily. They include reading, geograpsy com- 
bined with a newscast, speech, science and music. 

An appeal was made to pupils who have taken part in other 
school radio and TV shows to come to WTCN to participate in 
the elasses directly. 








Copper & Brass on “Meet the | 65,000 persons getting their first 
Press” and a number of co-op) peek at the rainbow-hued screens. 
sponsors, topped by Pure Oil, on | Web lined up two viewing locations 
“Who Said That.” s | besides the main display at WBBM, 
Deal for “Forum” is the first ven- | Chi AM outlet. Showings were also 
ture into either TV or radio for | held at Carson, Pirie & Scott, Loop 
Bohn Aluminum. Fact that it is| department store, and at the Chi- 
entering video at this time is be-| cago theatre. 
lieved another indication that the | Final count showed 17,394 per- 
medium can look forward to a. sons viewed the demonstration at 
number of big utility outfits buy-| WBBM and 24,732 passed the Car- 
ing time for institutional plugs|son sets. Estimated balance saW 
during the current war economy. the showings at the theatre. 
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Wholesale Agency 


Raiding of Web 


Personnel Posing Sharp Problems 


Recent 
practically a wholesale raiding of | 


network personnel by some of the | 


weeks have witnessed + 





Benny’s Next 2 on Kine 


Jack Benny and his sponsor, 


ies, wi ive coin | ‘kv Stri ; " 
top ad agencies, with attractive coin; Tuycky Strike, have reached an 





| The U. of Pennsylvania, it’s been 
| learned, has invited the television 
| networks to submit bids for carry- 


PENN MIGHTIER THAN SWORD? 





Programming, 


|. (IF D FIAINTS FCC Calls D, C. Conference on TV 
NCAA IN TV BID: 


With Role of Video 
Going-Over 


To Get Wholesale 





* Washington, Jan. 30. 


offers and TV production assign- | 


ments as the major lures. With 
more and more agencies getting 
back into the TV production swim, 
the bid for executive-production 
talent is hitting an accelerated 
pace. 

The situation poses a _ serious 
problem for the webs which are 
not in a position to match the 
agency offers, in view of the fact 
that the networks are still writing 
with 
cern, however, is that fact that the 
process of developing and nurtur- 
ing replacements around the net- 
works is a slow and arduous one, 
notably among directors and pro- 
duction execs. With little or no 
sustaining time available in which 
to give the upcoming tyros their 
innings, the webs need the guys 
with the tried-and-proven, genuine 
flair, and the recent agency inroads 
have depleted the ranks. 

The raids 
from another direction. With Wil- 
liam Morris and Music Corp. of 
America now getting involved in 
major production on their own, 
the “come-on in” sign is being 
dangled to hep directors, and the 
guys who have picked up a lot of 


red TV ink. Of more con- | 


are also stemming | 


agreement on his two remain- 
ing TV shows for the season 
(he’s committed to four for 
the ’50-’51 period). 

Benny had done two thus 
far, both of them originating 
live out of New York. However, 
the following two will be 
kinnied on the Coast, with the 
excessive coin poured into the 
initial brace of shows (said to 
be approximately $80,000 on 
each) one of the major factors 
cuing the decision. 











Sinatra, Luckies 


Tiff Accented 
In Como Sub 


American Tobacco (Lucky Strike) 
|and its agency, BBD&O, did a fast 
‘burn last week over what one exec 
/characterized as a “two-timing” 
| shuffle handed them by Frank 
| Sinatra, 
| Luckies-sponsored Jack 
| video show last Sunday. 





the TV answers can dictate their! Feeling existing between Lucky | 


| ing the 1951 home football sched- 
| ule, which is one of the most im- 
| pressive and heaviest in the coun- 
| try, taking in eight games. 

Coming in the face of the Na- 
| tional Collegiate Athletic Assn.’s 
|recommendation to athletic direc- 
|tors throughout the country to re- 
| frain from grid telecasts, which vir- 
| tually amounts to a ban, the U. of 
| P. flaunting of the edict may create 
|an unprecedented rhubarb on the 
| collegiate grid front. 


Phoney-Vision 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 

Pair of thieves who have 
made o. with several hundred 
teevee sets posing as service 
men here has climbed aboard 
the Phonevision bandwagon. 
Team has been making the 
rounds collecting $20 to $25 
from set owners after pretend- 
ing to fix the set to receive 


The U. of P. decision to “go bootleg Phonevision programs. 
tele,” which reportedly has the| The “adjustments’ not only 
blessing of prexy Harold Stassen,| failed to bring in Zenith’s 


| poses some interesting situations. 
|As the first major college to ig- 
{nore the sword-dangling NCAA rec- 
ommendation, it can (1) result in 
ostracism of the U. of P. insofar 
as the NCAA is concerned, or (2) 
represent the first chip in the 
'NCAA no-TV block and thus in- 
vite a wholesale repudiation of the 
edict among the major colleges. 

| If, on the other hand, Penn 
{should go it alone in inviting the 
TV bids, it poses the problem of 
| what the rival teams will do when 
the Penn game comes up, should 
| the competing schools abide by the 
‘NCAA recommendation. To go 





who appeared on the through with the games would | 
Benny | probably also invite the wrath of | 


the NCAA officials. 
Those familiar with the attend- 


scrambled pix but also ruined 
other reception, according to 
police. 

Con men have varied their 
routine by taking some of the 
sets to their “factory” for fix- 
ing. The sets, of course, were 
not returned to their owners. 











‘Amos’ Andy TV 


} 


| 


‘Series Bought By 


| 


Blatz at 406 Wkly. 


What, if anything, can be done 
about television programs will be 
explored in a public conference 
with the industry to be called by 
ithe FCC. Agency said yesterday 
(Mon.) that a detailed agenda will 
be drawn later regarding “the role 
of television in serving the needs 
and interests of the public.” It is 
lexpected the conference will be 
|held in about three months. 
| The possibility that any indi- 
| Vidual station will be put on the 
| spot for programs was spiked when 
|the commission simultaneously re- 
|newed the licenses of 44 TV broad- 
| casters which expire Feb. 1. There 
| were reports some members fa- 
|vored holding up their renewal 
| pending a look-see at the program 
situation but that the majority felt 
the problem should be explored be- 
| fore attempting to formulate a pol- 
icy. 

Decision to call a conference was 
| prompted by numerous complaints 
|received by the agency concerning 
TV programs. Chairman Wayne 
Coy, in a speech last March at the 
U. of Oklahoma, in which he criti- 
cized programs for bad taste, urged 
a housecleaning by the industry 
“before public opinion demands 
the more drastic remedy of govern- 
mental action.” 

It’s likely the projected confer- 








{ence will bring to Washington rep- 


own terms. 


Gen. Mills, Ralston 
Buy ABC Shows 


ABC-TV picked up new business | 
last week with General Mills buy- | 





| sub for Como only a few days be- | Stassen and the Penn athletic mo- 


ing a half-hour of the “Ted Mack | . 


Family Hour” on alternate weeks | 
and Ralston skedding a new show, 
“Pets and Pals Animal Fair.” 


Ralston stanza, placed through) 
Gardner agency, goes into the 
4:30-5 p.m. slot on Sundays, start- 


| Strike and Sinatra, which reported- ance figures at the Penn games 


| ly dates back to the time when! over the years agree that the U. | te 


Sinatra and “Hit Parade” parted |of P. gate suffered the past season, 

last | with attendance off as mucl. as 20,- 
| week when Sinatra was suddenly | 000 to 25,000 at some games. The 
,called in to sub for Perry Como | Penn-Navy, for instance, which pre- 
'on the 


| show. 


| 
'company, were accentuated 


| 70,000 
Not that Luckies was particular- | last fall. 
ly riled over Sinatra agreeing to However, 


it’s understood that | 


Freeman Gosden and Charles 
Correll, 


identified with the radio! 


fore going on the Benny program, 
but when the Voice gave out with 
“Chesterfield’s my _ favorite 
brand” personal endorsement, the 


American Tobacco boys blew their | 


top. 





Ken Murray Show In 
Philly Origination For 


ing March 4 or 11. Masterson- 

Reddy-Nelson package will be 

aired on 62 outlets. | 
General Mills will back the 





ree ae z The Ken Murray CBS-TV show , 
three-week-old Ted Mack program, | 4 i1) originate from the ballroom, 
starting March 25, and alternating | 

with Swanson & Sons. Latter Of the Bellevue-Stratford wir 


sponsor, which had been in the | Philadelphia, for its May 12 tele-| 


6 p.m. segment, will move into the cast as one of the feature events | 
6:30 segment, which GM will also of the International Variety Clubs | 
take. Swanson will back the egnvention, which will. be at- | 
March 4, 11 and 18 editions, after | tended by 1,200 delegates. Tele- 
which it will alternate with Ral-! eact will be beamed via WCAU-TV, 


Variety Club’s Hoopla Bill to compel the U. of Minne. | 


|/guls are not concerned over the 
| gate situation, but are anxious to 
‘embrace TV as part of an overall 
|educational campaign designed to 
make the U. of P. pre-eminent 
among colleges and universities 
throughout the country, with video 
included in the public relations- 
expansion scheme. 





Minn. Solons Busy 
Minneapolis, Jan. 30. 





sota to permit its home football 
games to be televised, despite the | 


(Continued on page 32) 


Pitt Daily Yanks Drama 





| show, will produce but will not ap- 
| pear in the stanza. Alvin Childress, 
/} of New York, will play Amos; 
'Spencer Williams, Jr., of Cincin- 
| nati, Andy, and Tim Moore, of Rock 
| Island, Ill., will be the Kingfish. 
| Other characters from other cities 
have been set. Joe Connolly and 
Bob Mosher, who write the radio 
show, will do the script. 
be filmed in Hollywood, but will 


originate on CBS in New York. 
Stanza will have occasional white 


Show will | 


Amos ’n’ Andy show wil! go into | resentatives from all of the 107 TV 
le around June in what is be-/|stations, the networks, educational 
lieved to be one of the most ex-| organizations, parent groups, and 
| pensive half-hours in video. Filmed | others interested in the social im- 
bows + been bought for spon-| pact of the media. 
| sorshi , $ i /e 

latter’s Chesterfield TV j}viously generally attracted about Weintrau gt Blagy a ne ROSHONS WAN Naat © week. 


had below 50,000 turnout | proximately $40,000 weekly. 


It’s expected 


| What the agency is believed to 
| (Continued on page 30) 
| 
| 


Aver Webs, Agcys. 
Reneging on TVA 


| Television Authority has been 
getting complaints from several 
performers that networks and agen- 
| cles aren’t living up to some of the 
| provisions of the code. Specifically, 
_the thespers say that in some cases 





| be Negroes. 





Critic Off TV Show As 


characters, but bulk of talent will they are not paid when thei~ parts 
Stymie to Gosden are cancelled out and that rehear- 
and Correll playing the characters sal days are being spread out be- 
they initiated on radio is the fact | yond the span called for in the con- 
that they would have had to ap- tract. 
pear in blackface. | Code specifies that actors, once 
Amos ’n’ Andy are currently hired, are to be paid even if their 
sponsored on radio by Rexall inj|roles are dropped before rehearsals 
the 7:30 p.m. Sunday night spot on start. Some directors evidently 
CBS. Until Jan. 1, duo had been aren’t aware of this provisions, and 
bankrolled by Lever Bros. |are pencilling out characters from 


ston. Agency for both bankrollers | 


is Tatham-Laird. 


Sales veepee Fred Thrower has) 
also gotten a renewai from Philco| 
for its half-hour sponsorship of the | 
Don McNeill airer. Hour-long | 
series, which has an 18.5 Nielsen, | 
will be cut to a half-hour— 


the CBS affiliate in Philly. 
Variety Clubs’ annual Humani- 


tarian Award (won last year by) 


Bernard Baruch) will be made on 
the Murray show by Mare Wolf, 
International Chief Barker. 

It will mark Murray’s initial out- 
of-N. Y. origination. He was desig- 


Wednesdays, 9-9:30 p.m.—effective | nated in view of his many years’ 
March 14. \identification with variety per- 
Web is also expected to hold on formers. 





Damaging to Prestige 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 30. 
Pittsburgh Press, 
ard afternoon daily, pulled its 
drama critic, Kap Monahan, off 
_ “Sho-Biz-Quiz” last week imme- 
diately after television debut of 
that quizzer. Sheet’s editor is sup- 
posed to have stated that program | 
reflected little credit on the paper | 
and that he wanted the head of 
his theatre department to have no 


Scripps-How- | 


| A sample film was shown in New 
' York Monday (29) and sponsorship 
negotiations were completed short- 
ly afterwards. 


Lester ‘Open House’ Gang 





‘scripts without recompensing the 
talent already cast. 


| Agreement also sets up a scale 


limiting the number of days over 
which rehearsal hours can _ be 
| spread. In some cases, although 
| the scale calls for confining re- 
/hearsals to a three-day period, ac- 


To Cincy for WLW-TV 
3d Anni Hoopla in Feb. 


tors are being called in on four or 
| five days. 











to the “Billy Rose Show” which 
Hudson backs, despite the fact that 
Rose has been hired as a consult- 
ant by NBC-TV. Show has a 13.3 
Nielsen, as of the end of Novem- 
ber, against the heavy opposition 
from “Fireside Theatre” which fol- 
lows the strong Milton Berle- 
Texaco show on NBC-TV. 


MIKE DANN UPPED 
TO NBC TELE SALES 


Mike Dann, head of NBC radio 
trade press under veepee Sidney 
Eiges, has been transferred into 
the web’s television sales depart- 
ment and henceforth becomes co- 





ordinator of program package 
Sales. 
Dann will report to Ruddick 


Lawrence, director of TV Sales De- 
velopment. He has been with the 
web for the past three years in 
Press relations. 


TV SYMPH SERIES SET 
FOR D.C. MUSIC FIRM 


Washington, Jan. 30. 


bell Music are making a pitch for 


the D. C. longhair set via a series 
of symphony concerts to be tele- 
cast over the web’s local outlet, 
'WTTG, starting Feb. 9. 

Series of 13 half-hour concerts 
|reproduced from film and made 
‘especially for video will mark a 
| “first” in this area, and fill the 
'gap for music lovers who complain 
|of the infrequency of such shows 
‘on the TV screen. Films, featur- 
‘ing the famed Vienna Phil- 
|harmonie Orchestra, under the 
batonning of the top drawer 
European maestros, were produced 
‘in Vienna and_ Salzburg by 
_Eugense Sharin for Ambassador 





Du Mont and local firm of Camp-. 


| part of it. 


| Show, which featured town’s 


three first-string critics, Monahan, | 


‘Karl Krug, of Sun-Telegraph, and 
Harold V. Cohen, of Post-Gazette, 
had some time ago been a radio 
feature on WJAS for Dimling’s 
Candy Co., and at that time there 
was no objection from the Press. 
When program was recently sold 
for teevee by its packager, DeSoto 
Dealers of Allegheny County, 
Monahan took it for granted it 
would be okay with his bosses, 
since they did not object to his 
participation in the AM version. 
Withdrawal of Monahan, how- 


ever, hasn’t interfered with “Sho- | 


Biz-Quiz.” It’s continuing with 
Cohen and Krug as the regular 
panelists and a local show business 
figure filling in each week as a 
guest expert. Carol Mansfield is the 
quiz mistress and program also 
uses another guest weekly, some 
figure from the entertainment 


Cincinnati, Jan. 30. 
WLW-TV is bringing Jerry Les- 
ter and his “Broadway Open 


House” troupe on from New York | 


for the station’s third anniversary 
which will be celebrated with a 
three-day jubilee beginning Feb. 9. 

Lester will originate his NBC 
show that night in the expanded 
WLW-TYV studios at Crosley Square 


which will be formally dedicated 
then. 
‘show visit brought thousands of 
ticket requests. To meet a part of 
the demand, Robert E. Dunville, 
chief of Crosley stations, happily 
arranged with Lester volunteering 
‘for two added performances Sat- 
urday, Feb. 10, at 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. in Music Hall, Cincy’s largest 
auditorium. 


CBS AXES ‘WORD’ AS 
|" TWER: STAYS ON AUDIO 


CBS-TV, unable to clear suffi- 
cient stations for “We Take Your 
Word,” which has been aired as a 
sustainer outside N. Y. in the Tues- 


day night 10:30 to 11 slot, has de- 
cided to drop the program tempo- 
| rarily. 
| present Friday night slot on radio, 


Show will continue in its 


and the web hopes to bring it back 


,;to TV when more time opens up 
Announcement of the Lester | 


this summer. 
The Tuesday night period is held 


|}down on WCBS-TV key CBS out- 


let in N. Y., by “Tales of the Black 


_Cat,” which is sponsored by the 
;} local Ford dealers. 
/or three CBS affiliates had been 
| carrying 
|“Word,” the web is relinquishing 
the time to these outlets for local 


Since only two 


the video version of 


During the jubilee WLW-TV will | oammmeine rather than offering 
originate many of its live shows | them another show to replace 


| Films, which also distributes them. | world playing in town at the time.'from Music Hall. 


“Word.” 
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NBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA | TREASURE TRAIL 


(Verdi’s ‘Requiem’) ° 

With Arturo Toscanini, Herva Nel- 
li, Fedora Barbieri, Giuseppe de 
Stefano, Cesare Ss 


With Jack Dawson and Wally 
Crouter; Jack Dennett, an- 
nouncer 


iepi; Robert Producer: Muriel Murray 
Shaw Chorale; Dr. John Suther- 30 Mins.; Fri. 8:30 


p.m. 


land Bonnell; Ben Grauer, an- LISTERINE 


nouncer 
Producer: Don Gillis 
_Writer: Claris Ross 
90 Mins.; Sat. (27), 6 p.m. 
SQUIBB 
NBC, from New York 
(Cunningham & Walsh) 
Last Saturday night (27) was a 


double occasion — the return of 
Arturo Toscanini to the podium of 
the NBC Symphony Orchestra after 
practically a year’s absence, and a 
special commemorative perform- 
ance of Verdi’s “Requiem” on the 
date of the 50th anniversary of 
the Italian composer’s death. And 
a signal occasion it was. The 84- 
Ny -old Toscanini — cured of his 
knee ailment and disposing of all 
r rts of his retirement from the 
orchestra created for him, due to 
h les with NBC hierarchy — led 
h svmph through an _ eloquent 
rcading of the “Requiem” that was 
© of the highspots of this sea- 
SO radio. 

major sponsorship of the 
oO in several years found E. R. 
s bb & Sons taking over the six 
rf erts which Toscy will conduct 
t winter. In keeping with the na- 
tive of the concert. Squibb asked 
J John Sutherland Bonnell, di- 
rector of the National Vesper Serv- 
ice Program, to give a dedication 
in honor of our servicemen lost in 


Korea. There was no commercial 
announcement during the program, 
nor before or after. Dr. Bonnell 
ended his dedication with a prayer, 
and the orchestra moved quietly 
inio the soft opening strains of the 
“Requiem.” Program ran a half- 
hour longer than the allotted 60- 


minute NBC symph time, to permit 
for the full performance of the 
Verdi oratorio. 

\n inspired conductor. orchestra, 
chorus and quartet of soloists 
made this one of the most stirring 
readings of the liturgical work. 
Verdi’s “Requiem” is a_ lyrical 
work, with more operatic ‘in the 
good sense) touches than in most 
of these serious church pieces. It 
sang throughout, whether dramatic 
or lyric, for an exquisite hour and 
a half of listening. Soloists were 
soprano Herva Nelli, with some 
elegant high notes; Fedora Bar- 
bicri, with a rich mezzo; Cesare 
Siepi, with a sumptuous bass, and | 
Giuseppe de Stefano, with a fine} 
tenor. The Robert Shaw Chorale, 
prepped by Ralph Hunter, assisted 
nobly. Star of the evening was 
Verdi, and his dedicated servant | 
was Toscanini. It made for a) 


memorable program. Bron. | 
BOSTON POPS ORCH | 
With Arthur Fiedler, conductor; | 


Ben Grauer, announcer 
Producer: John Wright 
60 Mins.; Mon., 10 p.m. 
RCA VICTOR, ANACIN 
NRC, from Boston 

This show and NBC symphony | 


iit ran 


| CBC, from Toronto 


(Murray) 
Last week’s program on Dec. 19 


i marked 600th of “Treasure Trail,” 
| oldest and most popular Canadian 


quiz series. Since January, 1939, 
on a consistent 52-week 
schedule until last summer when 
the personnel decided to take an 
interrupting eight-week layoff. As 
created by Ross Patterson, this 
Canadian quiz was sponsored by 
Wrigley for eight years; bankroller 
for past five years has been Lister- 
ine. The original sprightly quiz- 
zers, propelled into instant popu- 
larity in °39, and who held the job 
until the outbreak of the last war, 
were Alan Savage and Rai Purdy. 
Latter, with the rank of colonel, 
took the Canadian Army Show 
overseas and now runs his own 
talent agency; Savage, for past two 
seasons, has been director of the 
“Ford Theatre Hour” in Canada. 
Ross Patterson, creator-producer 
of the show, died a year ago; his 
young widow is now carrying on 
his duties. 

“Treasure Trail’ is currently be- 
ing carried across the Dominion by 
30 stations of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., including CJBC, 
Toronto, key station of the CBC 
network, plus CFRB, Toronto, 
largest independent station in 
Canada. Identifying keynote of 
the program is a stream of silver 
dollars clattering into a silver 
bucket, plus the breezy chatter of 
Dawson and Crouter as they pull 
out the senders’ questions for $5 
and $10 prizes to be answered by 
an audience member. If the ques- 
tion isn’t answered, the sender gets 
double the amount if a Listerine 
product carton top was enclosed. 
Money from incorrectly answered 
questions goes into the weekly 
jackpot when an out-of-town con- 
testant has a letter drawn from a 
drum and is called long-distance. 
Questions are fairly simple but, on 
current program (19), telephone 
queree in Winnipeg dropped $360 
(double with a box top), for not 


| CLIQUOT CLUB ESKIMOS 
With Harry Reser orch, Virginia 
| Hauer; Murray Lowe, announcer 
| Produced-Directed: Frank Weston, 
| Tom Sedlar 
25 Mins., Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
CLIQUOT CLUB BEVERAGES 
YANKEE NETWORK ; 

Harry Reser, backed by his new 
edition of “Eskimos” recruited 
‘from ranks of Boston Local 9, 
| AFM, has returned to the airwaves 
with a bright, strictly musical 
stanza, bypassing hoked-up gags, 
interviews or other gimmicks so 
prevalent in present-day AM 
shows. Result is a pleasing, re- 
laxing 25-minutes of tuneful music, 
well played and slanted for easy 
listening. Originating at WNAC, 
Boston, show is carried by Yankee 
network. 

Last week’s show, the second of 
the series, comprise such stand- 
ards as ‘Rosalie,’ “Emperor 
Waltz,” “Of Thee I Sing” and a 
medley from “Oklahoma” with 
band arrangements up-to-date, but 
not “modern” or “progressive.” 
While maestro Reser was heard ina 


of couple of choruses of numbers, | 


he grabbed a solo spot for solid 
treatment of “Kitten on the Keys, 
proving that although he hasn't 


been heard locally for some time, | 


he’s. still a nimble 
when plunking the strings. As for 
the vocal department, Virginia 
Hauer, a competent local thrush, 
handled that in neat fashion with 
solid vocalizing of “The Best 
Thing for You Is Me” and ‘People 
Will Say’; no tricks, just straight 
singing, in keeping with the gen- 
eral tenor of the program. 

From an engineering standpoint, 
the band pickup was solid with 
nifty balance throughout, and con- 
sidering the fact the station en- 
gineers have had no opportunity 
to beam live shows in severa 
vears, they deserve credit. An- 
nouncements were handled _ by 
Murray Lowe, station manager at 
WEAN, chain’s Providente outlet, 
in straightforward manner; no 
flowery pitches, but short and 
succinct. Dog barking and sleigh 
bells ringing at opening and clos- 
ing of show served to peg the old 
Reser Eskimo trademark. Elie. 


performer 


knowing when the last Governor- | 


General of Canada was appointed. 


BD. €. 
Without the names involved, 


Rayburn, tossing the gab with 





Wheels” was okay. 


the various armed services. 
Guy Gillette’s “Iowa,” 


by Rep. and Mrs. C. J. Kersten 
done. 





have been only of the shower and barbershop singing level. 
there was the big appeal for listeners across the country of hearing 
their congressmen and other representatives perform and the airer 
served to humanize the biggies involved. 


quips that added a light touch throughout. 
the observation, when six Democrats sang the aria from “Rigoletto” 
that he’d like to hear such harmony in the House, or the note that 
six men did the ‘“‘Quartet” because of inflation. 

Rep. Albert Gore’s hillbilly fiddling of ‘‘Soldier’s Joy” had a folk 
quality and SEC chairman Harry McDonald’s warbling of ‘‘Wagon 
Philippine ambassador J. M. Elizalde’s piano- 
| logging of “Playera” was slick and the three chief chaplains’ sing- 
| ing of ‘Marching Along Together” was a tribute to cooperation of 


Gen. William Clinch vocalized ‘ 


Those Star-Spangled Hams 


Second annual V. I. P. edition of Old Gold’s “Original Amateur 
Hour” on ABC Thursday (25) again proved that this is an exciting 
promotion, Not only did this kick off the reactivization of the USO, 
with that service organization benefiting to the tune of $15,000, but 
the show brought out a list of guests that read like the Who’s Who of 


the entertainment offered would 
But 


House Speaker Sam 
emcee Ted Mack, got off several 
There was, for example, 


‘If I Had My Way” nicely and Sen. 


if sung with little polish, nevertheless im- 
pressed with his feeling for his home state. 


“My Mother’s Rosary” 
and their four children was well 


Celebrity Symphoney, composed of 28 prominent Washing- 
tonians, mostly generals, did a version of “Second Hungarian Rhap- 
sody” and “The Thing” that was a credit to Spike Jones. 


Stanza also included serious notes, including the message by State 


Year,” a GI from Korea. 


Secretary Dean Acheson and the introduction of the “V.I.P. of the 


Bril. 





—e 





PLAN FOR SURVIVAL 


MILLION DOLLAR BALLROOM 


With Col. Lawrence Wilkinson, Bill) With Bill Stewart, Johnny Pesky 


Leonard, Millard Caldwell 


| 60 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat. 


| Producers: Leon Goldstein, Gor-| Participating 


| don Graham, Eleanor Sanger 
Director: Graham 

| 15 Mins.; Wed., 11:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 
All N. ¥. State Stations 

| Plan for Survival,” a new quar- 
ter-hour series, kicked off the 
civil defense network which New 
York state stations have formed. 
Web links over 100 outlets by 
direct radio pickup, rather than the 

usual land lines, which would per- 
mit it to operate if telephone serv- 
ice were knocked out. 
an unprecedented spirit 
operation among the broadcasters, 
which is also demonstrated by the 

| fact that the various stations are 

| rotating in originating this stanza. 


| Show was a straight-forward dis- 


It marks 
of co- 


| WBMS, Boston 

While this is primarily a d.J. 
show, since Johnny Pesky, Red 
Sox third sacker, has been added 
as a spieler, stanza has taken on 
a slightly different tinge with 
' guests dropping in to kibitz with 
Pesky about. baseball between 
|platter spinning. On recent show, 
| Frank Fontaine, Hub’s comic click, 
'and Sherm Feller, late night dj. 
‘on WCOP, both apparently ardent 
| baseball fans, guests and kicked 
‘around zany baseball lore with 
|Pesky entering into the general 
itomfoolery in a hilarious session, 
Bill Stewart, not the umpire, but 
|a capable d.j., is the nominal cone 
‘ductor of the stanza but is more 
‘or less relegated to the backe 





Records show that “Treasure Trail” 


$ Radio Follow-Ups i 


cussion of civil defense needs as | 8round cueing Pesky on announces 
| brought out in an interview with |Ments and platters, a chore Pesky 
'Col. Lawrence Wilkinson, director | handles as well as he does ground 
‘of the N. Y. State Civil Defense | balls. 
Commission, by WCBS’ Bill Lace | Although ballplayer admits t 


Since its inception has paid out 
over $250,000. McStay. | 
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MEMORY HALL | “The Big Show” Sunday night 


With Hal Kirk, Bill Granson 
30 Mins., Thurs., 11 p.m. 
WEVD, N. Y. 

There are longhair music fans 
who relish knowing that Beethoven 
wrote 10 symphonies and not nine, 
that his piano concertos number 
more than the five commonly at- 
tributed to him, ete. Beamed 
directly at these fans is WEVD's 
‘Memory Hall.” Show is a tele- 
phone-quiz against a background 


| of recorded serious music, with Hal 


Kirk popping the questions and 


airer are NBC's partial answer to handling the replies phoned in and 
Squawks by longhairs over broad- Bill Granson standing by for an 
casters’ curtailment of serious mu- | 4SSist_ with the encyclopedia. A 


sic on the nets. Slipping into time- 
slot vacated by NBC symphony in 
latter's switch to Saturday after- 
noon, the Boston Pops orch, con- 
ducted by Arthur Fiedler, fed first 
of its series of concerts which will 
extend into Spring, to NBC net 
from Symphony Hall in Boston. 
Following web's lineup of musical 
offerings on this night, “Railroad 
Hour,” “Voice of Firestone,” 
“Telephone Hour” and “Band of 
America,” segment is designed to 
come as a Satisfying finale to clas- 
sical music fans. Commercially 
it’s part of the web’s “Operation 
Tandem.” 


Orch, composed of men from the | himself. Contestants’ answers and. 


Boston Symphony for performance 


of shorter classics and novelties, | 
has been fronted by Fiedler since | 


*30 and on preem displayed the 
perfect cohesion, coherence and 
understanding that long associa- 
tion has produced. Program, typi- 
cal of those that have endeared 
seg to Bostonians and to mil- 
ions of radio listeners, featured 
Tchaikovsky's polonaise from 
“Eugen Onegin,” Rossini’s over- 
ture to “Barber of Seville.” largo 
from Dvorak’s “New World Sym- 
phony,” a couple of 
Strauss selections, Jacques Ibert’s 
Satiric ballet suite, “Divertisse- 
ment,” a Leroy Anderson arrange- 
ment of a medley of tunes from 
Cole Porter's “Kiss Me, Kate.” and 
Anderson's original composition, 
‘Saraband” — a well-paced, taste- 
ful melange of melodic tidbits. In 
each number, furthermore, orch 


projected its component sections in | 


such perfect balance as to mark a 
triumph of production and audio 
transmission. Offering should sew 
up a strong Monday night follow- 
ing for the duration. 

Preem stands out in another, 
though minor sense. Ben Grauer, 


his usual pleasing and competent. 


self in the announcing chore, did 
fluff once. 


} 
} 


| tion asked, and since Kirk's one- | 
| sided gabbing was uninhibited by 


} 


} 


Johann | 


| the music, 


correct answer wins a prize. 


On session caught (25) quizzing 


Finale of the Seventh Sym- 


Eighth Symphony? Name 
sent them in the “Pastoral Sym- 
phony.” Since only excerpts were 
played, some not related to ques- 


enjoy except chance to pick up a 
piece of info or maybe win a prize 


arguments, not frequently enough 

, Clarified to his listeners, had Kirk 
| hanging on the ropes at times. 

In its present form show is too 

— in its appeal even to long- 
airs. 


JABLONS RESIGNS AS 





Washington, Jan. 30. 
Mike Jablons, who has 





Commissioner Frieda B. Hennock 
‘during the hearings on educational 
television here, has resigned with 
the close of the hearings today 
(Tues.). 
, morrow and then fly tc Europe Sat- 
urday (3) for a month’s combined 
business-vacation trip. 


to scout talent and properties for | 


‘radio and TV shows to be pack- 
aged by Gainsborough Associates, 
indie firm of which he is veepee 
‘and general manager. Qn his re- 


turn he'll rejoin the outfit, which | 


is currently repped in N. Y. by 
Nat Rudich and on the Coast by 
| Mal Boyd. 


listener had little to. 


FCC'S HENNOCK AIDE comeay 


been | 
working as an assistant to FCC! 


He'll return to N. Y. to-| 


While in Europe, Jablons expects | 


| (28) was another flavorsome mel- 
Lange of fun and song, larded with 
'a little drama. 


ard. The’ subject was 


| out production filips. 


given|not being too hep on music an 
| Straight q.-and-a. treatment, with- 


iecurrent record artists, guy seems 


; Airer also| hyped on Mary Mayo, a thrush 
Dished up with’ included a transcribed message| whose platter, “Dancing in the 


sparkle and zest, it was one of the |from the national civil defense | Dark,” is doing fairly well in this 


choice programs in the series. 
Tallulah Bankhead did a yeoman 
job, as usual, emceeing the airer, 
bantering with the guests, running 
‘the acting gamut from comedy to 
,drama, and even taking part in a 
/ song duet. Her roster of guests was 
topgrade, and their material was 
| good. The hour and a half flew by 
in pleasant listening, a credit to 
‘the Dee Englebach directorial-pro- 


' was based on Beethoven's works.' duction know-how. 
| These are some of the actual ques- 
| tions. 
| phony is based on what Celtic air? 
| What instrument inspired the main | 
| theme of the second movement of 
| the 
| birds and instruments that repre-.| 


| Show-stealer (if anybody can 
steal a show from Tallu) was Dan- 
ny Kaye, who worked in three 


{numbers, doing a bit with accents 
;and singing “On the Riviera” in 
French accent; doing the gypsy 
song from his “Inspector General” 
pic, and working in the studio au- 
dience as a gypsy “chorus”; and 
joining Tallulah in a comic love 
, song, “How Can You Believe Me?” 
Tallu, herself, in addition to this 
‘song duet, did a very amusing 
takeoff of a Southern belle (laden 
with charm and you-alls) looking 
for a Broadway legit job; told a 
cute story about a film usher; and 
did a really moving dramatic job 
portraying the English nurse, 
Katherine, in several bits from 
|“‘Farewell To Arms,” with Gary 
| Cooper, 

| Cooper was stiff and his mono- 
syllabic style didn’t suit ‘“Fare- 
well.” He was amusing in the 
takeoff on slow-spoken 
cowboys, with Miss Bankhead and 
, other guests. 

These included Rudy Vallee, 
still a fine singer as his “You Took 
Me Out of This World” rendition 
| proved, and also an amusing foil 
for Tallu and Maxie Rosenbloom; 
| Ray Bolger, who did a warming 
singing of his “Once In Love With 
'Amy” number from “Where's 
_Charley?,” in which he also had 
| the studio audience join, as he does 
in the legit theatre; Rosenbloom, 
/ who was okay with his dumb-boxer 


| characterization; Julie Wilson, who 
sang “For Every Man” to sock ef- 
fect, and the Delta Rhythm Boys, 
who really wowed ’em with their 
rendition of “Dry Bones.” Mere- 
dith Willson’s orchestra and mixed 
chorus also rated bows, especially 
for their work on “Zing Zing— 
Zoom Zoom,” 


| chief, Millard Caldwell. 


Flipping | area, for he announced he’s sends 


| the dial from 550 to 1600 ke., withing her picture and copies of her 


) all stations carrying this show, 
| pointed up the effort the radio in-| Red Sox. 


‘latest disks to all members of the 
Overall impresh to 


‘dustry is putting into civil de-| listeners is that Pesky enjoys hime 


| fense, Bril, 





UNCLE NED'S SQUADRON 

With Norb Locke, Hugh Downs 

| Producer-Writer: Locke 

Director: John Keown 

30 Mins.; Sat., 10 a.m, 

| Sustaining 

| WMAQ, Chicago 

| With perhaps some tightening 
,here and there, this kiddie offer- 
ing should merit consideration for 
‘network treatment. Premised upon 
‘the well nigh universal appeal 
aviation has for youngsters, and 
‘hypoed with a variety of giveaway 
devices, the show is equipped with 
| strong appeal for the youngsters. 
_Air-minded proceedings are ably 
hosted by Norb Locke who, as di- 
‘rector of the Iowa. Aeronautics 
|Assn., knows the subject from 
prop to tail. He's assisted by “Co- 
| Pilot” Hugh Downs. Locke also 
‘seems well at home with a radio 
‘script but his effectiveness might 
be sharpened a bit with a slight 
downdrafting of his geniality. 

| Show heard (27) took off with an 
interview with kids from the stu- 
‘dio audience describing their fly- 
|ing experiences. Good touch was 
the “Mission of the Week” feature 


with the “cadet pilots” pledging | 


good living for the coming week. 
Session also contained a couple of 
quiz games with the studio flyers 
‘and contestants “grounded” at 
home taking part by phone. First 
| Guizzer was based on Locke's de- 
,Scription of two types of landings 
_and second grew out of his story 
,Of the Berlin air lift. Winners re- 
‘ceived model planes. 
Effective sound effects and an 
‘abundance of hangar lingo added 
an authentic note to the airer. 
Dave. 





Minneapolis — Square dance 
promotion by WDGY involves 26- 
week deal with Marigold Ballroom 
and enlists cooperation of 250 
square dance clubs in area. Station 
produces 45-minute square dance 
show in the ballroom one night a 
week with its own “Harvest Hands” 
unit. During summer unit will be 
sent by WDGY to county fairs. 





self in his new chore, which he 
handles in an informal fashion, 
with mail pull testifying that many 
fans follow their favorite ball- 
player on the field and on the aire 
waves. le. 





MAGIC LAND OF MUSIC 
With William Stelling, 

Harlow 
Producer: Marie Gordon 
Writer: Annette Bachner 
25 Mins.; Sun., 8:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WNYC, N. Y. 

This transcribed Sunday a.m. 
airer is designed for the musical 
education of teen-agers, but, cast 
in an 8:30 a.m.time slot, must play 
to a limited audience potential. 
Single longhairj composer and his 
work is treated each stanza via bio- 
graphical narrative with composie 
‘tions cued in at appropriate points. 

Stanza caught (28) dealt with 
Sergei Rachmanoff. As Mr. Music, 
William Stelling sailed abruptly 
into story of composer-pianist-cone 
ductor’s life, spurred by questions 
'of Nancy (Nancy Harlow), a 10- 
| year-old. He traced subject’s 
| career from childhood with care- 
| ful enunciation of places, names 
|and dates, and illustrated his key- 
| board genius and writing attaine 
| ments with musical excerpts. Such 
quotes included Ist Piano Con- 
certo, art song “Floods of Spring,” 
Prelude in C-sharp Minor, et al., 
introduced chronologically, and 
terminating with familiar Rhap- 
sody On Theme From Paganini. 

Didactic method used OK, but ap- 
plication on this show hampered 
by tendency toward stuffiness. Fur- 
ther difficulty in way of youthful 
listeners is poor sound quality and 
occasional fluffs, which, consider 
ing show fs taped, could easily be 
edited out. 


Nancy 








St. Louis—Sam Parnas, publicity 
and public relations director of 
| KMOX has resigned to take a fling 

of script writing on the West Coast. 
| His successor has not been named. 
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With Judith Anderson starred, 


as the psycho mother who refused 
to relinquish her abnormal hold on 
her two grown sons, ABC-TV’s 
“Pulitzer Prize 


Sidney Howard's 
Friday night (26). : 
missed its fullest impact by cling- 


ing too closely to the original. | 
of the action and dialog, | 
which went ta big —_, the | 
show was origina roduced on' 
ea ee in 1026, Ab nee absurd- | sketches which had been scheduled 
} for previous programs but which, 
never got on the air because of a} 


Much 


ly obvious in the present era when 
films, books and radio have given 
even the lowbrows a taste of 
psychoanalysis. Basic situation of 
the mother’s morbid hold on her 
sons, as a result, had in it much of 
an “East Lynne” quality, when a 
capable rewrite job to smooth over 
the triteness with a little subtlety 
might have made the show a win- 
ner. 

That the play had its moments 
was due in most part to the fine 
cast, working under Frank Tel- 
ford’s smooth direction. Each of 
the five leads achieved what must 


have been the exact audience re- | 


action sought for by Howard in the 


original—to such an extent, in fact, | 
that viewers almost wanted to hiss | 


the villiain and cheer the heroine. 
Despite the weighty action and her 
dialog, which left no room for un- 
derplaying, Miss Anderson scored 
solidly as the mother. 
Dru was excellent as the daughter- 
in-law who finally succeeded in 
breaking the “cord” and Jeffrey 
Lynn turned in a masterful job as 
her husband. James Lipton, as the 
weakling son who refused to break 
away, and Joan Chandler, as his 
fiancee, registered with fine per- 


formances. 
handed 


Show ‘° was 
by producer 


‘ ace-high 
mountings 


musical backing by Glenn Osser 
and the ABC orch. 
Schlitz beer were in as good taste 
as ever. 
rights to “Cord,” received two good 
hitchhike plugs, incidentally, for 


permitting the Pulitzer series tO | erally 


use the play. Script was an “extra” 
in the series, since Howard won 
his Pulitzer prize not for “Cord” 
but for “They Knew What They 
Wanted.” 





Jimmy Durante teamed with 
Metopera soprano Helen Traubel 
for another classic bit of tom- 
foolery on NBC-TV’s “Four Star 
Revue” Wednesday night (24). In 
a show that otherwise played 
rather slowly in relation to the top 
entertainment level that the Schnoz 
has staked out for himself in video, 
the duo switched their basic roles 
for a socko skit. 
white wig, took over as conductor 
of the “symphony orch” playing 


Miss Traubel’s concerts and the 
soprano, getting nowhere with her 
classical music because of Du- 
rante’s capers, broke into the “Bill 
Bailey” number he _ does_ with 
Eddie Jackson, complete with the 
strutaway and the cakewalk. The 
two of them obviously were having 
as good a time as the audience, 
which helped all the more to make 
it a gem. 

The “Club Durante” business, 
which Durante has been using on 
each show to reprise the material 
he once did with his partners, 
Jackson and the late Lou Clayton, 
had to follow this. With Durante 
in his usual role at the piano, Jack- 
son took over again with his 
unique vocalistics and 
As usual, they whammed it across, 
getting extra yocks when the piano 
which Durante was pushing across 
the stage to follow Jackson's danc- 
ing, suddenly buckled, forcing the 
Schnoz to get down on his knees 
to play. Routine, however, couldn't 


quite match the Durante-Traubel 
business. 
Show was the first: Durante 


stanza staged at NBC’s huge Cen- 
ter theatre, made possible through 
installatioh of a big-screen TV 
unit for the studio audience. Pro- 
duction chief Pete Barnum and 


producer-director Joseph Santley | 


made full use of the mammoth 
Stage, particularly in a sketch de- 
picting Durante sunning himself 
at Miami Beach. Comic, who ap- 
parently can do no wrong on TV, 
missed some of his lines in a 
couple of the skits but more than 
recouped with his terrif ad libs, 
Particularly during the middle 
commercial. Joining in the show's 
fun were one of Bil Baird's 
marionettes, acrobats Harris and 
Anders, Jack Albertson, Dort 
Clark and Durante’s two sidekicks, 
Jack Roth and Jules Buffano. 





Eddie Cantor presented a gener- 
ally uninspired stanza on NBC- 


TV's “Colgate Comedy Hour” Sun- 


ee mages 
metimes gripping version oO 
Sidn “Silver Cord” | 


Joanne | 


Plugs for} 
RKO, which owns the film | 


| penuriousness, 
| tions, 


strutting. | 


SCOPES 0466-6 64606606466+ 


day night (28), mainly because of 
weak scripting. Comic himself, ap- 


pearing in almost every skit, ran | 
through the show with his usual | 
uninhibited antics, displaying 


plenty of energy and effort. But, 
with the exception of the final pro-. 
But, the play; duction number, a reprise of Can-' 
|tor’s Ziegfeld days which paid off 
nostalgically, the program was sel-| 


dom lifted off the ground. 
Format had Cantor and his secre- 
tary riffling through a number of 


lack of time. Four quick blackouts 
about psychiatry, which were sup- 
posed to put an end to all pschia- 


trist jokes, were reminiscent of Joe | 


Miller. Sketch about the dogs, with 
Cantor and Joe Marks togged as 
hounds, was funny in spots but 
overlong. Duo got considerably 


more out of a skit in which they | 
| played mad scientists, although the 


way they struggled with their lines 
at times indicated they were work- 
ing from an idea, rather than from 
memorized dialog. 


Lee Fairfax singing 
“Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody,” 
presented impersonations of Will 
Rogers (Cal Tinney), W. C. Fields 
(Harry Donnelly), Marilyn Miller 


(Bobbie Trellease) and Cantor him-! 


self. Only Cantor, 
matched the original. 
ers between the skits, Estelle Sloan 


however, 


|impressed with her fast taps and 
| Dave Powell did a neat job on his} 
‘standard drummer routine. 
O'Brian, N. Y. Journal-American 


Jack 


radio TV-editor, appeared at the 
end of the show to present Cantor 


with the Hearst press citation to | 
, the Colgate series as the “best com- | 
| edy hour” on TV. 


; : Edgar | 
Peterson, including some good sets | 
by James McNaughton and good! 





Jack Benny’s second eastern 
video try Sunday (28) on CBS 
failed to provide any surefire in- 
dication of the comic’s tele poten- 
tial. On the time preempted by 
the one-week bowout of “This Is 
Show Business,” Benny, had his 
radio personality and cast wired 
for sight. The results were gen- 
pleasant, but lacked the 
punch that might have been de- 
livered had Benny obtained mate- 
rial designed specifically for the 


;new medium. 


Benny's material, per se, was 
disappointing. The gags about his 
hotel accommoda- 
age, ete., were framed in 
lines that had an all-too familiar 


| twang. 


Nonetheless, it’s fairly evident 
that Benny could fill a video slot 
creditably. His easy delivery ard 
mild modus operandi offered a 


-punching style standard with most 


: | comedy 
Durante, in a. 


sessions. This comic’s 
timing was probably among the 
best, and his handling of lines was 


; , excellent. 
for what was to have been one of | 


There were a couple of spots 
which indicated that Benny could 
be among the toppers in video 
with suitable scripting. The finale 


with Frank Sinatra and Faye Emer- | 
son, guesting, was funny, despite | 


its familiarity to theatregoers. The 


session had Sinatra demonstrating | 


to Benny how a love scene should 
be played. 
although a bit frayed around the 
edges. Other good spot was with 
Frank Fontaine who carried over 
his John L. C. Silvoneey character- 
ization. ] 
sentially it was 


a funny chap, 


Benny's straighting that gave the | 


lift to this segment. Rochester 


, performed with his usual ability 


and his usual lines and Don Wil- 
son’s single appearance gave au- 
thority to the integrated commer- 
cial. 

One of the more arresting facets 


in this session was the fact that | 
Benny played more to the audi- | 


ence than to the cemeras, a carry- 


over from radio and theatres, no- 
doubt, but not advisable for tele, 
since the majority of the viewers 


happen to be in the living room. 
Sets and production were highly 
sparse indicating that the budget 


‘for Benny and his guests left little 


for dressing. 





First quarter-hour segment of 
Ben Blue’s debut as emcee of 
NBC's “Broadway Open House 
Monday night (29) looked as though 
the comedian might finally be the 
answer to the web's long search 
for the right comic to fill the Mon- 
day and Wednesday night stanza 


of the cross-the-board airer (Jerry | 


Lester holds down the late-evening 
entry the other three nights), But 
the show rapidly deteriorated from 
the sparkling fun and bright pac- 
ing of the initial 15 minutes until. 
at the finale, it seemed as though 
Blue and his gang were getting al- 
most as ambarrassed as the au- 
dience. 

Answer probably lies in the fact 


(Continued on page 32) 


‘CBS-TV, from New York 
| (Duane Jones) 


: , | rate 
Ziegfeld number, introduced by 


| baritone 


For breath- | 


| CBS-TV, 


ithe NBC 


| the country. 


It’s still a funny bit, | 


Although Fontaine is es- | 


BRIDE AND GROOM 

With John Nelson, emcee; various 
guests 

Producer: John Reddy 

Director: John Masterson 

15 Mins.; Tues.-Thurs., 3:15 p.m. 

HUDSON PULP & PAPER 


After bringing radio listeners 
the “true love stories of typical 
American couples” 
five years, 


Emcee John 
quizzes 


for video. 
briefly 


with gifts and also brings on an 
elderly couple with years 


survived the test of time. 
In fact Thursday’s 15-minute 


show went the AM counterpart | 
For the marriage it- | 


one better. 
self was performed in sight of the 
cameras. Preem airer had an 
Army chaplain splice a ‘corporal 
and his fiancee. Whether it’s good 
taste to depict the actual ceremony 


‘will have to be determined by the | 
But at any) 
certainly give the! 


couples themselves. 
it will 
femme-at-home viewers a bushel 
of vicarious thrills. Nelson han- 
‘dled the show with clock-like pre- 
cision and did well to cram so 


many things (especially the flock | 
i ~ i | That’s something which can become , 
Withal, the | 


‘of plugs for Hudson napkins) into 
‘only a quarter-hour. 


TV “Bride & Groom” should rate | 
high among afternoon channel 
tuners. Gilb. 





' BONNY MAID VERSATILE VA- 


RIETIES 
With Lady Iris Mountbatten, 


| others; Mark Tower’s orch 


Scott 
Director: Jay Strong 
Choreography, Staging: Charles 
Lowe 


/ 30 Mins.; Sun., 11:30 a.m. 


/BONAFIDE MILLS 
from N. Y. 
(Gibraltar) ; 

As a Friday evening offering on 
video network, “Versa- 
tile Varieties” was a vaude show 
employing adult performers. Now 
that it has moved to Sunday morn- 
| ings on CBS, it’s still a vaude show 
| but it now uses moppet and teen- 
|age performers. Judging from the 
| new series’, preem 

‘gram will probably be welcomed 


| by the kids but has little to offer | 


| adults except those whose progeny 
iare in the cast. For 
‘it’s difficult to understand why 
| Bonafide Mills, which manufac- 
‘tures floor and roof coverings, 
| would want to bankroll the show. 
| Initialer, in its own metier, was 
' good. Efforts were made to provide 
'a lead-in to each number, with the 
| overall format based on a tour of 
Kids, although given 
too much to mugging, ran through 
itheir song and dance chores ac- 


| ceptably. Show may have consider- 


_able value, in fact, in grooming 
some of these young performers 
'by giving them a chance to work 
‘both before the live studio audi- 
‘ence and home viewers. 

| Lady Iris Mountbatten served as 
guest femcee on the opener and 
turned in a nice job, working 
neatly with the kids even though 
she seemed ill at ease for her 


first stint before the cameras. She | 


is a blonde looker with consider- 
/able personal charm and might be 
a good bet for 


show. Stal. 


BOWLERS JACKPOT 
With Sam Levine 
Producer: Mel Tenenbaum 
Director: Marilyn Williams 
60 Mins.: Sun., 10:30 p.m. 
Participating 
WEWS, Cleveland 

(Ohio Adv.) 


This sports show is gaining 
more viewers with each passing, 


performance. It’s a well-rounded 
60 minutes of action 
Levine as the narrator and emcee. 


| Action is built aroune a match be- | 


‘tween two teams as well as guests 
who are invited to bowl for prizes. 
Scene is in one of the major down- 
{town alleys. Camera work never 
\lags behind the fast-moving scenes 
‘and Levine’s complete knowledge 


‘of the sport gives the stint that | 


‘casual, easy-to-take attitude. The 
program’s fast pace is nYarred by 
only one minor miscue, Levine's 
tendency to ask his guests the 
‘same questions during their intro- 
' duction. 

| Format of the show calls for the 
‘guests to pick mystery bowling 
'shots and if they make them they 


‘receive cash prizes or the jackpot. | 


Also, an abbreviated team match 


‘of top bowlers is staged to give | 


stay-at-homes an opportunity to 
-see how it shoulc be done. Stanza 
‘is a must for bowlers and sports 
fans. Dad's Rooi Beer and Ford 
‘Dealers of Cuyahoga County Spon- 
i sor. Mark. 





Same basic | 


of | 
|'wedded bliss to their credit who | 
'disclose how their lengthy union 


| out to be a johnny-one-note. 





Producer: Charlie Basch, Frances | 


| marks were more suited to 
than TV. _ He registered better ad 
| libbing with the cockatoo perched 
/ on 
| Stang as “Gerard” was okay, as far 
tas it went. 


(28), the pro-| 


that reason, | 


|video’s ad lib demands. 


her own video! 





with Sam, 


writer = fi 
and official scorer for the Colonels, 


HENRY MORGAN'S 
TALENT HUNT 

With Arnold Stang, others 

Producer: Mike Levin 

Director: Dick Schneider 


Writers: Joe Stein, Will Giickman | 


30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

CAMPBELL SOUP 

NBC-TY, from New York 
(Ward Wheelock) 


Campbell Soup, which has pulled | 
for the past out of the ‘Jack Carter Show,” has. 
“Bride and Groom” launched Henry Morgan, in this 
stepped into daytime TV via CBS| new video series. 
last Thursday (25). E 
format of the AM show is utilized | 
Nelson 
the about-to-be- | 
married pair on events which led | 
them to the altar, showers them | 


zanier entries, this is a tough one 


to figure, but it adds up to a thin! 
consomme with only an occasional 


piece of meat: Daffy premise on 
which show is built is Morgan’s col- 


formers.” 
cluded a man who played “Nola” 
by tapping his pate with two mal- 


' lets; a birdlike lady who performed | 


on cowbells; a gent with musi- 
cal muscles, whose _ palpitating 
biceps beat out the rhythm of 


“Four Leaf Clover” 


who was supposed to sing “Ah, 
Sweet Mystery of Life” but turned 
Fowl, 
incidentally, will be back this week 
for another try. 

Whether the acts are for real or 
are spotted as trumped-up turns, 
the show develops a phony quality. 
The emphasis on the freakish is de- 
grading, with the contestants cal- 
culatedly made to look moronic. 


more pathetic than humorous. 
Airer was intended as a satiric 
takeoff on the majorbowes stanzas, 


|and as such offered several enter- 


taining moments. But a burlesque 
of another format—as “It Pays To 
Be Ignorant” spoofed the quiz— 
generally doesn’t prove long-last- 
ing, especially since there’s a limit 
to the number of weird turns who 
can play hatracks, ete. 

Morgan is not primarily a visual 
performer and his introductory re- 
AM 


shoulder. Bit with Arnold 


Filmed commercials 
for Campbell were tuneful. Bril. 





TALENT HUNT 


| With Tony Weitzel 
,Producer-Director: Bud Palmer 


30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m, 
LEVINSONS 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(Isaak) 
; What otherwise would be a rou- 
tine amateur show is given a 
needed lift by the relaxed emcee- 
ing of Tony Weitzel and some 
imaginative showcasing of the tyro 
talent. Weitzel, Chi Daily News 
columnist, evidences an unaffected 
casualness that fits well into 
On show 


seen (26) scribe nicely demon- 


strated his gabbing facility with a 
with guest Van. 
|Heflin which, although it amounted 
to little more than a heft plug for 
-actor’s 


brief intervie / 


latest picture, made for 
good listening and viewing. 

As for the four amateur turns 
appearing on the stanza, they 


\ranged from promising to medio- 
ere, 


But each was given the bene- 
fit of a clever introduction device, 
such as the intro of the magician 


‘contestant who emerged out of a 


camera dissolve off of the emcee’s 
own handkerchief cvrick. 

As is usua: in the case of local 
shows, there was an overabundancy 


,of commerci pitches. Middle 
plug, with eitzel interviewing 
the client, might have scored 


better had it been shortened. 
Show was laid out in an attrac- 


tive set and was generally well 

lighted and lensed. Dave. 

SPRING TRAINING 

With Bernie Bracher, Pee Wee 
Reese, Ed Doherty, Tom Fitz- 
gerald 

Producer: Dick Jackson 

Director: Bob Brewer 

15 Mins., Sat., 6 p.m. 

WAVE-TYV, Louisville 
Bernie Bracher, WAVE - TV 


sports director, has launched his 
baseball chitchat show early this 


_year, but the teeoff is giving the 


viewers feed-box info about base- 
ball matters, and the Louisville 
Colonels in particular,. which adds 
up to a right perky session. 

With such personalities as Pee 
Wee Reese, a local resident. and 
now Brooklyn Dodgers captain; 
Ed Doherty, Louisville Colonels 
g.m., Tommy Fitzgerald. baseball 
for the Courier-Journal, 


and Mr. Average Fan, a local base- 
ball enthusiast. the panel is plenty 
hep to answer most any questions 
about the great American gagne. 
either from a local or national 
viewpoint. Reese will be guesting 
on the show when available, and 
Doherty is a regular and plenty 
camera-wise and glib at the re- 
partee. 

At the session caught, Bracher 

(Continued on page 30) 


GREAT! 





As one of TV's! 


| effectively 
lecting ‘“no-talent, unusual per- | 
On the preem these in- | 


on wooden | 
| knockers strapped to his arms; and 
| a cockatoo, allegedly 54 years old, 


| Burrows 


SAM LEVENSON SHOW 
With Henry Sylvern orch; Abe 

Burrows, guest 
Producer: Irving Mansfield 
Director: Byron Paul 
Writers: Aaron Rubin, 
30 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 
OLDSMOBILE 
CBS-TV, from New York 

(D. P. Brother) 

Sam Levenson’s humor, grounded 
as it is in a warm understanding 
of the living problems of real peoe 
ple, has great appeal. The de- 
tails may be those of Brooklyn's 
Jewish-Americans, but the basic 
themes are universal, and his 
homey personality registers just as 
in Brookhaven or 
Brookline. On this stanza he’s de- 
parting from his usual role of 


Joe Stein 


i/monologist to chat with parents and 


youngsters on the kids’ “bad” be- 
havior. Mothers and _ fathers 
brought on moppets who refused 
to practise the piano or eat, or 
who insisted on dressing up in 
grown-up clothes 

Format has Levenson spiel on 
his reminiscences and then inter- 
view the juve and parent who 
have a problem on a related sub- 
ject. After the chat Levenson puts 
the question to the audience, gen- 
erally loading the query so that 
the vote will be to give the child 
the freedom of refusing food or 
music lessons. As a former school 
teacher Levenson is offering a 
painless course in psychology, one 
that most progressive educators 
would agree with. 

The preem Saturday (27) didn’t 
come over with all the impact 
Levenson can have, largely due to 
the interview format. In the first 
segment there was the feeling that 
Levenson was not talking to the 
boy who wouldn’t eat, but rather 
over his head to the audience. In 
subsequent interviews, however, he 
did establish rapport with the kids. 
The difficulty can be overcome if 
the youngsters aren't used merely 
as props and if those selected are 
articulate. 

As an added fillip on the opener, 
the youngster who wouldn't prac- 
tice at the keyboard turned out to 
be the son of CBS’ Abe Burrows. 
Following the banter with the lad 
there was an amusing exchange be- 


|tween the two comics and a duet 


with Levenson on the fiddle and 
at the piano doing 
“Country Gardens.” 

This Irving Mansfield-produced 


| show stacks up as a sock comedy 


addition to the CBS video roster, 
with promise for improvement, re- 


flecting the web's laudable §at- 
‘tempt to nurture new faces and 
talent. Bril. 


LARRY AND GLADYS STEWART 
With Leo Stone, Anne Rodgers, 
and Dick Crowley; Claudia Pinza, 
Director: Al Hartigan 
30 Mins.; Sat., 2 p.m. 
BUYERS INSTITUTE OF TELE- 
VISION, INC. 
WPIX, N. Y. 
(Dorlai.d) 

This is an unexciting item in sta- 
tion’s Saturday afternoon lineup. 
Cast in familiar Mr. and Mrs. pat- 
tern, with variety touches for 
change of pace, airer falters be- 
cause gab portion is concerned al- 
most exclusively with pitches for 
parade of household gad¢ets. Mr. 
is Larry Stewart who has been scen 
on Broadway as male lend in “Fini- 
an’s Rainbew” and who doubles on 
the show by handling the vocal 
chores; Mrs. is his wife Gladys, a 


writer. Slot is provided for new 
guest every week. 
Preem stanza (27) introduced 


husband - and - wife - at - home - 
with - guests” situation. visitors 
being Leo Stone, piano plaver, and 
Anne Rodgers and Dick Crowley, 
dance team. Viewer is sune onto 


| living-room set by Stewart and in- 
' troduced 


all around. Then 
ous business of show begins. It 
seems Mr. has had an accident 
while showering. He couldn't man- 
age the shampoo bottle. A drama- 


seri- 


'tization of the situation followed, 


culminating in a crisis which could 


_be resolved only by use of spon- 
'sor’s product, a plastic shower cur- 


tain with pockets. Pitch direct, 
with Mrs. pressing too hard at 
times, was succeeded by dance turn 
of Anne Rodgers and Dick Crowley 
who showed signs of insufficient 
rehearsal. 

This ended one out of four sec- 
tions into which airer breaks down, 
four items being offered for sale. 
Even guest slot, which C!audia 
Pinza, daughter of Ezio  Pinza, 
filled on preem, tied into pitch 
for food-warmer. A_ singer in 
her own ritht, Miss Pinza did 
not sing. After answering a few 
questions anent her iminent bow on 
vaude and relationship with father, 
she tied into elaborate commercial 
for gadget. 

Ad lib dialog was handled cred- 
itably and with a light touch by 
the husband-wife team, other regu- 
lars joining in to keep things mov- 
ing. Stewart warbled chorus of 
“Almost Like Being In Love” 
pleasantly; and pianist Stone _pro- 
vided competent backing. 
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Television Chatter 








New York 


WPIX looking for a new sales 
manager. Dangling top coin 
DuMont’s Ed Bleier, program serv- 
ice coordinator, and Larry Winkler, 
associate director on “Captain 
Video,” both leaving this week for 
Army duty RKO theatres 
signed for a 13-week spot campaign 
on WNBC and WNBT, to plug both 
its films and its “let’s go out to 
the movies” campaign . Jim 
Jacober taking over as director of 
WOR-TV’s “Women Talk It Over,” 
replacing Bert Gold, who left to 
join Pittsburgh’s Dubin agency as 
an account exec ... WNBT sight- 
ing a March 1 teeoff for its new 
transmitter atop the Empire State 
building, which will make it the 
first of the six N. Y. stations cur- 
rently moving to the tower . ‘ 
Bess Myerson, 1945's ‘‘Miss Amer- 
ica,” set for a new Sunday night 
series on WABD starting Feb. 4 
and sponsored by Lydia O'Leary, 
Inc. ... Ben Blue took over Mon- 
day night (29) as star comic of the 
Monday and Wednesday night seg- 
ments of NBC’s “Broadway Open 
House,” for a two-week test run 

. Tatham-Laird agency of Chi- 
cago planning to open a N. Y. of- 
fice Feb. 19 to handle radio and 
TV programming originating here, 
with Larry Holcomb in charge... 
Ward Baking and Cima Publishing 


signed for a series of spots on 
WABD. 
Florence Anglin (Mrs. S. Jay 


Kaufman) played her first role on 
CBS’ “Goldbergs’ Monday night 
(29) Metopera tenor Ramon 
Vinay guesting on CBS’ “This Is 


|'Show Business” Sunday (4) .. 


'Evelyn Knight pacted to guest on 


Paul Whiteman’s ABC show Feb. 
11... James Stanley, formerly of 


Music Corp. of America’s radio de- | 


partment, and ex-indie agent 
Aline Hudson, joined the Kenneth 
Later agency’s TV packaging de- 
partment “Great Escape,” 
which was staged on NBC's “Philco 
Playhouse” Sunday (28), was the 
suggestion of publicist Ivan Black, 
who handles both Philco and True 
mag. Story originally appeared in 
the magazine. . Jack Beekman 
and Milton Keliem teamed for 
agenting and show-packaging ... 
Video sales staff of Free & Peters 
has added three staffeis. John 
Serrao goes to the Hollywood of- 
fice, with Lon King joining the 
San Francisco department and 
Keith McKenney going to Detroit 
... Paul Winchell laying off from 
his Monday night NBC show next 
week for a 10-day Florida rest... 
June Hutton renewed on_ the 
Frank Sinatra CBS video show for 
an additional nine weeks. 


Hollywood 


New 15-minute strip program 
based on astrology and featuring 


Carroll Righter, current on KTTV, 
probably will be filmed by the tele- 
station for distribution on _ its 
newly formed web... Glenn Mil- 
ler inked to produce a series of 
telefilm spots for Exercycle and 
Dr. Cowan, Dentist, marking first 
time either sponsor has invaded 
video .. . Series of telepic shows 
produced by Lou Snader’s Tele- 
scriptions have been combined into 
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2 IN A ROW! 


“TIME FOR BEANY” 


Voted 


NO. 1 CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
by the 
Academy of Television Arts and Sciences 





Bob Clampett...Beany... Cecil 
A Bob Glampett Production 


D. J. wnearine, Cen. Mor. 
PARAMOUNT TELEVISION 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Mr. Kiaus Landsberg (KTLA—Hollywood) 
Mr. George Shupert (Paramount Television—NYC) 
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ad 


!an hour-long program for showing 
/at service posts and veterans’ hos- 
pital. Snader contributes the 
films ... Ruth Waterbury, onetime 
'editor of Photoplay and currently 
'a member of Louella Parsons radio 
staff, drawing on her newspaper 
career to create 
for her new KLAC-TV show which 
features film names visiting her at 
home ... Charles Lang signed by 
Frank Merriwell Enterprises to 
write scripts for the series of half- 
hour vidpix based on the Frank 
Merriweli stories . . Bill Welsh 
switching his KTTV “Sports with 
Bill Welsh” from Tuesday to 
Thursday ... Ina Ray Hutton set- 
tled differences with AFM and re- 
turned to her KTLA teleshow. 
Union had ordered her name 
stricken from membership lists for 
failure to pay $3,890.23 claim held 


by agency which formerly han- 
died her. Mixup, according to her 
manager, Jack Filban, stemmed 


from an undelivered letter and ar- 
rangements have been made to pay 
off claim . . Tex McCrary-Jinx 
Falkenburg telefilm program “New 


York Close-Up,” in which they in- | 
terview industry celebs, bows to- | 


night (Tues.) on KTLA ... . ABC- 
TV leased 52 half-hour pix made 
by Bing Crosby Enterprises and 
will be played under “Royal 
Playhouse” tag. Films are known 
“Fireside Theatre’? and spon- 
sored by Procter & Gamble in 
their first-run outing . KTLA 
starting its 10th year of telecast- 
ing, station having gone on the air 
originally as W6X YZ. 


CBS Wrestling With 
Wed. ‘Fight Followup’; 


Poses Client Dilemma 


CBS television is currently try- 
ing to figure its way out of one of 
the most unusual and _ costliest 
spots on TV—a show that must be 
prepared to take the air once a 
week for as long as 30 minutes at a 
shot, but which seldom has had a 
chance to go over 10 minutes, and 
sometimes hasn't been on at all 
It’s the “Fight Followup” show, 
which was designed primarily as a 
time-padder to follow the Wednes- 
day night boxing matches bank- 
rolled by Pabst Beer. 


as 





, between N. Y. and the midwest, 
where a number of the 
fights are staged, CBS has found it 
impossible to gauge 
| from week to week what time the 


Pabst main event will take the air. 
In addition, of course, the web has 
had to consider the possibility of 
an early-round knockout. Since 
|Pabst pays for the time from 10 


‘no other show scheduled until 11 
p. m., it set the “Fight Followup” 
series to hold the air following the 
main event. 

Because of the time at which the 
main go of the evening has finished 

/so far, however, “Followup” has 
been scratched completely five 
times out of a possible 17 dates. 
On three other evenings it 
less than five minutes, and three 
more times it ran between five and 
10 minutes. Remaining six pro- 
grams held the air from 10 minutes 
to a full half-hour. 


_ cancelled completely, CBS must 
' still pay Vin Scully and Lester 
|Bromberg, who do the show, as well 
/as the production crew and camera- 
men. 
Web is pitching the show to 
$1,500 for the package. Because 
its airing is so uncertain, however, 
there have been no takers. Philip 
| Morris had the show originally, but 
then dropped it after the first few 
weeks. Web claims, incidentally, 
that it’s impossible to solve the 
problem by using film to fill what- 
ever time is left after the fight, be- 
cause the timing on film is too in- 
flexible. On radio, CBS cuts to 
dance band pickups if the time is 


to the TV problem. 





Memphis — Mike Wayne, w.k. 
network spieler, has joined WMPS, 


|... Three new changes in personnel 
were announced his week (24) by 
Patt McDonald, g.m. of WHHM, 
Memphis’ all-night Liberty outlet. 
George Mooney, sportspieler who 
just returned from active Army 
duty has been upped to commer- 
cial manager; Alan Avery, former 
program director, moves into the 














| sales force, and Don Lily, staffer, 
| takes over the program berth. 


background | 


Because of the time differential] | 


weekly | 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


It took the intervention of Mutual prexy Frank White and nationa] 
AFRA exec secretary A. Frank Reel to avoid a hitch in the final im- 
plementation of the AFRA web pact arising from failure of WGN, Chi 
Tribune station and key Mutual outlet, to ink the local contract. Local 
AFRA pacts were signed Jan. 12 with all the other Chi major stations 
but WGN held off until White and Reel took a hand in the discussion. 
Station finally signed Wednesday (24) after the top level huddles, 





/Mutual prexy’s interest in the WGN proceedings grew out of the fact 


that national and local pacts comprise a single package and had the 
Chi station failed to fall in line, the national Mutual pact, negotiated 
last fall, also could have been rejected by the union. 





Broadcast Advertising Bureau slugs heavily at newspapers in a 20. 
page booklet answering a recent American Newspaper Publishers Assn. 
ad. Latter attempted to show that during the 47-day strike against 
the dailies in Pittsburgh business nosedived, boxoffices and employ- 
ment dropped, national advertisers couldn’t find substitutes for news- 
papers and the public went without news. 

BAB replies that newspapers provide some things radio doesn’t give, 
such as comic strips, stock market reports, classified ads, obituaries, 
etc. “But during the strike Pittsburgh’s radio stations expanded their 
schedules to supply listeners with these very features that normally 
they find only in the newspapers,” the BAB booklet says, adding that 
the Steel City’s business as a whole did not take a beating. 





Radio Writers Guild membership meeting in New York last week 
passed a resolution commending NBC for calling its seminars on ime 
proving relations with the national Negro community and hiring more 
Negro personnel. 

Guild also urged the New York State Commission against Discrim- 
ination to act promptly on the complaint of the National Assn. for the 
Advancement of Colored People regarding discrimination in radio and 
TV. It also said the union should find ways of informing Negroes that 
the RWG is concerned with the problems of Negro writers and wants 
to lend them assistance. 





Community Chests and Councils is making available a new transcrip- 
tion series, “Headline Makers,” for distribution in February. Aijrer 
consists of 18 five-minute programs with Kenneth Banghart, Red 
Barber, Morgan Beatty, Martha Deane, Galen Drake, Pauline Frederick, 
John B. Gambling, Ben Grauer, George Hicks,. Edwin C. Hill, Walter 
Kiernan, Larry LeSueur, Mary Margaret McBride, Edward R. Murrow, 
Lowell Thomas, Bill Stern, John Cameron Swayze and Barbara Welles, 
with Hugh Conover announcing. - 

Show is written and directed by Eloise Walton and Martin Seifert of 
the Community Chests. 


FCC has granted United States radio stations permission to pick up 
shortwave relays of United Nations sessions for regular rebroadcasts. 
Morning and afternoon meetings are available from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
EST., and 3 p.m. to closing time. 

Broadcasters are told that the UN programs cannot be commer- 
cialized. 

Five bargaining units vote today (Wed.) in a National Labor Rela- 
tions Board election to determine whether they will be repped by the 

T's ild. 
ey a as cae and continuity departments of NBC and ABC 
and the CBS news department. CBS continuity department previously 
voted unanimously for the RWG. 


KEYL Up to Day Sked Loan Restrictions Cue 
San Antonio, Jan. 30. | HFC Dropping ‘Platform’ 


KEYL, local TV. outlet, will be- | 


accurately | 


| to 10:45, and because the web has | 


But, whether | 
the show runs 30 minutes or gets | 


open, but claims some type of live | 
show is the only possible answer | 


Memphis ABC affiliate as staffer | 


gin seven-day operations beginning | 


(30), 
general 


according to W. D. 
manager of the 


today 
Rogers, 
outlet. 

The outlet will celebrate its first 
anniversary of operations next 
month. It began with five-day op- 
erations, added its sixth day last 
Dec. 11. . 

Rogers also announced that the 
outlet plans a regular daytime 
schedule and that commitments 
had been received from sponsors 
to start airings shortly. 


Langlois Exits C&P 
| For Archer Indie TV Pix 


Leo Langlois 
exec producer in the Cecil & Pres- 
brey agency’s television depart- 





ran | 


/ment to join Archer Productions, | 


| 

SCIENCE DEVELOPS ao 
AMAZING Tou\ 
| 7 


indie film producing outfit, as pro- 
duction chief. Langlois, who was 


head of TV production for Camp- | 


| bell-Ewald before joining C&P, 
will also serve as consultant on the 
‘commercials now being produced 


by Archer for some 15 TV adver- | 


tisers. 


agencies and potential sponsors at| , Langlois’ move cues the entry of 


| Archer into the production of half- 
/hour and hour-long films especially 
'for TV. Outfit also plans to launch 

production of films for industrial 
| firms and for the Government. 


‘Houston Food Chain Deal 
| Adds Four Shows to KX YZ 


Houston, Jan. 30. 

Four new programs and an in- 
crease in the schedule of an exist- 
ing one began here on KXYZ as 
result of one of the largest pur- 
chases of air time in local history. 

Minimax Stores, local food store 
chain, will sponsor five shows, in- 
cluding “Meet the Menjous,” to be 
aired Monday through Friday; 
“Showtime from Hollywood,” Mon- 
day through Friday; “The Cisco 
Kid,” Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday; “Philo Vance,” on 
| Wednesday, and “The 
King Show,” to be 
Sundays. The “Cisco Kid” 
formerly aired twice weekly. 

Contract was signed to air five 
hours of time by the food chain. 
'KXYZ and Ziv Radio Productions. 





aired 
was 








has resigned as | 


Wayne | 


Television suffered another war 
casualty this week, when House- 
| hold Finance Corp. decided to drop 
_CBS-TV’s “People’s Platform” fol- 
lowing the Feb. 25 broadcast. New 


‘restrictions on lending reportedly 


dictated the move, with HFC fig- 
uring it’s unwise to advertise its 
services to the public when the 
Government has made it more dif- 
ficult to obtain loans. 


| CBS is expected to continue the 


program as a sustainer in its pres- 
ent Sunday 5:30 to 6 p.m. slot, un- 
| til another bankroller can be lined 
up. 
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“COUGHERS! 











NEW COUGH.DROP_ 


The One and. Only 
cough drop that 4 
BATHES your THROAT 2% 


_ WITH PLEASANT SOOTHING ¢ 
LIQUID MEDICINE 


LIQWID 


| 


CENTER 


rd 





COUGH DROPS 


DOUBLE QUICK 
DOUBLE ACTION 
COUGH RELIEF 


Liqwid Centersare now bring- 
| quick relief to those 
suffering with racking sleep- 
robbing coughs due to sim- 
ple colds. Begin today with 
this handy treatment. Medi- 
cated candy shells filled with 
real liquid cough medicine — 
combining the convenience 
of cough drope with the effec- 
tiveness of liquid medicine. 
| So handy for pocket or purse. 
Ask your retailer today. 


—/ 





In 
beautiful 
metal 
boxes 








pRoP 
b 
Quid, 


















; i 
j 


he 


oe" 








nal 
im- 
Shi 
cal 
ons 


les, 
act 
the 
Led 


20- 


nst 
Oy- 
WS= 


ve, 
eir 
lly 
hat 


Dek 
ime 
ore 


im- 
the 
ind 
hat 
nts 


‘ip- 
rer 
ted 
ick, 
ter 
OW, 


les, 


of 


up 
sts, 
Mi. 


ere 


pla- 
the 


BC 
isly 


war 
1se- 
rop 
fol- 
lew 
‘dly 

its 
the 
dif- 


the 
res- 
un- 
ned 


Ree Pekie tikka Tigges | 


ca 

















Wednesday, January 31, 1951 


VARIETY 





RADIO-TELEVISION 27 





Pitt Suds Outfit Buys 
Heavily in AM to Refute 
Rumors of Pulling Out 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 30. | 


Refuting reports that it was pull- | 
ing out of AM completely in favor | 
of TV, Duquesne Brewing Co., for | 
years one of biggest time buyers | 
in radio locally, signed with KDKA 
here and WWVA in Wheeling, | 
W. V., for simultaneous across-the- 
board strips at 6:30-6:45 in the 
evening, Monday through Friday. 
To fill the quarter-hour segments, | 
Vic Maitland, who handles the beer 
account for the Walker-Downing 
agency, has set fou different types 
of shows. 

Monday evenings it'll be Bernie 
Armstrong’s orch and _ singers; 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, Slim Bry- 
ant and the Wildcats; Wednesdays, 
an all-male chorus under the di- 
rection of Aneurin Bodycombe, 
and Fridays, “Mr. and Mrs.” pro- 
gram featuring Harold V. Cohen, 
Post-Gazette drama _ critic and 
VARIETY mugg here, and his wife, 
radio actress Stephanie Diamond. 

Rumors about Duquesne quitting 
radio came when the brewery an- | 
nounced it was dropping “Welcome | 
Aboard,” weekly half-hour Satur- 
day night musical on KDKA, and 
Pie Traynor’s six-evenings-a-week 
sports show on KQV. However, new 
time buys almost make up for what 
the account is relinquishing. 

In dropping Traynor’s_ sports 
show, Duquesne wanted the ex- 
Pirates ballplayer to remain on 
its news-sports show with Ken 
Hildebrand on WDTV, five eve- 
nings weekly at 7:30. But Jimmy 
Murray, KQV manager, objected 
to the arrangement and Traynor | 
decided to string along with the, 
AM outfit, where he got his start. | 
Station is continuing his quarter- | 
hour sportscast presently on a sus- 
taining basis, but .s likely to. come 
up with « sponsor shortly. As a 
result, Chester Smith, sports edi- | 
tor of the Scripps-Howard after- 
noon Press, has replaced him with 
Hildebrand in the TV stanza. 





Minneapolis—Bulmer and John- | 
son station rep outfit has appoint- | 
ed Mrs. Ruth E. Kewder exec sec- | 
retary. She was with ABC’s Chi 
office for five years. 


| the town’s bests for the week wil] 
'be altered 
| Since program's also going to be 


| rect from the school campus. 


Brewer Sets Mugg, Wife For 
Mr. & Mrs.-Type Show 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 30. 

Harold V. Cohen, Post-Gazette 
drama critic and Varrety mugg 
here, who was recently dropped 
as a KDKA sustainer after a year, 
has been bought by Duquesne Beer 
Co. and will go back on that station 
next month with a bankroller. 
Cohen’s regular format of picking | 


somewhat, however, 





piped in to WWVA in Wheeling, 


|W. Va. 


As a result, he’s going to work | 
with his wife, Stephanie Diamond, | 
well-known radio actress here, in 
a slight variation of a 


Kibitzes 
Chicago, Jan. 30. 


WNBQ’s weatherman Clint 
Youle discovered last week he 
doesn’t need a Neilsen or a 
Pulse report for reassurance 
that he has viewers. On his 
10 p.m. show the other night 
he reported that although it 
was. snowing in a suburb, no 
snow was due for Chicago 
proper until the following day. 

The WNBQ switchboard was 
immediately swamped with 
calls—the gist of which ad- 
vised the prognosticator to 
“look out the window.” Most 
of the city was engulfed in a 
brief but heavy bilzzard. 








Mrs.” show, Cohen orl a see CBS Checkerboard 


on a sustaining basis last January 
after having been on WJAS for 
five years, which were divided be- 
tween two sponsors, Jerome Wolk 
Furs and Brent’s Cleaners. 





WCCO, Mpls., Continues 
On Sked Despite Fire 


Minneapolis, Jan. 30. 

Despite a fire that did consider- 
able damage to its building, CBS- 
owned-and-operated WCCO was 
able to continue uninterruptedly 
from its studios. Ralph Moffatt, ' 
disk jockey, had just finished his 
stint at 1 a. m. and was conversing 
with Dick Hill, a page, when the 
fire broke out in the basement 
paint shop. 

Station went on the air as usual 
at its regular time, 6 a. m., the next 
day. 


SW Univ. Station Preems 


Memphis, Jan. 30. 
WLYX, a new AM outlet here 
owned by Southwestern Univer- 





, Sitvy, made its bow here last week | 


(22) and is piping college shows di- 
The | 
college outlet operates on 40 watts. 
Southwestern, known here as ‘“‘Col- 
lege of Music,” will feature news 
commentaries and recorded and 
transcribed wax shows for the 
co-ed institution. 

John Price, junior, will manage 
the outlet. 


Shifts on Video 


Slated move of CBS-TV’s “Char- 


ilie Wild, Private Eye” from alter- 


nate Friday nights to each Wednes- 
day night in April will cue several 
changes in the web's. program 
schedule. The Wednesday night at 
9 slot was originally promised 
Wildroot, sponsor of the “Private 
Eye” show, when it launched the 
series on TV six weeks ago. 
“Somerset Maugham Theatre,” 
sponsored by Bymart, which now 


occupies the Wednesday at 9 De | field representative, said that the 


riod, is to move into the Saturday 
night 7:30 to 8 slot. That period 
is currently occupied by “Songs 


|For Sale,” which, as a sustainer, 


will be moved to another time. On 


| alternate Friday nights, “Live Like 
|a Millionaire,” 


currently aired 
from 9:30 to 10, is to be moved 
back half-an-hou. into the time 
being vacated by Wildroot. CBS, as 
a result, will be forced to find an- 
other show for the 9:30 to 10 slot. 

“Private Eye” and “Millionaire” 
now alternate with “Ford Thea- 
tre,” presented every two weeks 
from 9 to 10, 





San Antonio—Douglas Fleming 
has been named sales promotion 


/and merchandising manager here 


for KABC. He was formerly with 
KCFH, Cuero, Tex. 


| 


Cleveland, Jan. 30. 





Negotiations are under way be- 
tween AFRA and WJW in an effort 
| to end the 15-day-old strike, called 
‘by staff announcers and artists, 


Jan. 15. A three hour talk last 
|night (Mon.) failed to settle the 
dispute, but negotiations resumed 
| today. 

First meeting came a week ago 
when William O’Neil, WJW prexy, 
returned to Cleveland to enter into 
talks for the first time since con- 
tract discussions began over three 
months ago. Following two can- 
cellations of meetings, at the re- 
quest of the company, both AFRA 
and. management met Friday at 
which time AFRA proposed a new 
contract based on either a flat $15 
increase, or new talent fees op- 
proximating a $15 weekly hike. 


Station took the offer under con- | 


sideration pending meeting this 
week. 

According to Lawrence Webb. 
assistant general manager, WJW 
has been “operating on full sched- 
ule, and that normal operations are 
new being realized.” He added, 
“We've hired new announcers and 
we plan to keep some of them.” 


However, Ed Schlesinger, AFRA 


statiop had agreed to discharge 
“strikebreakers” at the first meet- 
|ing with O'Neil. 

He said that the station had had 
few concellations during the past 
week, although Ted Smoot, AFRA 
executive secretary maintained that 
over 90° of local sponsors have 
cancelled. He declared, too, that 
national sports are dropping from 
'the station. 

Smoot stated the 
freeze will have no effect on nego- 
tiations. He pointed out the sta- 
tions’ 10 announcers and artists, 
out on strike, have had no wage 
increase in over two years. 

Meanwhile, 10 station engineers, 
who joined NABET and who hon- 
ored picket lines, failed to obtain 
station approval for bargaining 


price-wage | 


AFRA, WJW Move to End Walkout: 
Union Wins New Pacts in Chi, Cincy 


,rights. At an informal hearing be- 
fore Federal mediators, WJW re- 
fused to grant bargaining rights. 
NABET has asked for an election. 





Chi’s New AFRA Pact 
Chicago, Jan. 30. 

American Federation of Radio 
Artists’ pacts with five Chi “B” 
stations have been extended tor 
two years with the union winning 
a 15.2% pay hike for staff an- 
nouncers and a severance clause 
for the first time. Extension of the 
contract which was due to expire 
Feb. 28 grew out of a single day's 


talk between AFRA and _ station 
execs. 
Pacting stations were WIND, 


WJJD, WAAF, WGES and WAIT, 
with Ray Jones handling for 
AFRA. 





Avert Cincy AFRA Walkout 
Cincinnati, Jan. 30. 

Bargaining of new _ working 
agreement for 35 AFRA members 
on WCPO’s standard an.’ TV sta- 
‘tions was reached right before the 
wage freeze clamp and averted a 
threatened walkout. Negotiations 
extended over several months. 
Union previously came .o terms 
with the other Cincy video stations, 
WLW-TV and W-:RC-TV. 

Contract with WCPO units of 
Scripps-Howard Radio is for two 
years, retroactiv. to last Sept. 1, 
‘ranted weekly pay hike of fron 
$12 to $22, job security, paid vaca- 
tions and fixed fees for free-lance 
artists, AFRA spokesmen ¢ id. 

Mortimer C. Watters represented 
the stations, of which he is head 
| man. 





Conn. B’casters Elect 
| Hartford, Jan. 30. 
| Glover Delaney, general manager 
of WTHT here, has been reelected 
prez of the Connecticut State Nei- 
work, with Paul Baumgartel re- 
elected exec secretary. 

Annual meeting planned expan- 
sion of public service and commer- 
cial programming. 
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A Clean Sueen---“YOU BET YOUR LIFE” 


Thanks to 500 U. S. and Canada Radio-TV Editors in Motion 


Picture Daily’s Annual Poll for Fame Magazine 


BEST AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION SHOW ............... RADIO 


oe is 56k ae Ga bee 4s ne ck 65k eee ee 


BEST QUIZ SHOW . 
ONE OF CHAMPIONS 


GROUCHO MARX.... 


OF ALL RADIO SHOWS 


ARS Ae ee ONE 


OF BEST COMEDIANS 


LONE OF BEST MASTERS OF CEREMONIES* 


Thanks from GROUCHO and Producer JOHN GUEDEL 


Thanks to Co-Directors Bob Dwan and Bernie Smith 


and all the rest of the boys who deserve to call these awards their own 


*P. $. By the way, Groucho also won the Emmy this week for Outstanding Personality. 























HY GARDNER, Herald Tribune 


“Betty and Jane Kean s 

} parkling 
spoofing at the Copa—particularly 
of Louella Parsons on a Sunday 
eee ee vag It’s so natural you 
instinctively reach for a di 
turn it off.” ee 











FRANKIE LAINE BOBBY SHERWOOD 


COPACABANA RADIO AND 
New York TV 
M.C.A. 
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TEX BENEKE 


and Orchestra 
ONE-NIGHTERS 


M.C.A. 





LIBERACE 


SKITCH HENDERSON 
NBC WALDORF-ASTORIA 
RADIO AND TV New York 
M.C.A. M.C.A. 

















Li 











Wednesday, January 31, 1951 VARIETY 














nerica’s Newest Comedy and Singing Team 














WALTER WINCHELL, Daily 
Mirror 


“The Betty and Jane Kean act 
got sugary notices at the Copa.” 











“Frankie Laine 


from Bet 

t , 
Loue] ose Mary 
yocks,” ons 












: md “American, 
rm. and Jane nh 
“y le Kea 
nd Lewis, Score hecemale 
Villy,” 





' 
iurrently Exclusive Bookings— 


GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 





OPACABANA 


NEW YORK 











Li WRENCE WELK CLAIRE HOGAN DAVID LE WINTER THE TRENIERS THE BACHELORS 








bnd Orchestra SEVILLE THEATRE and Orchestra FLAMINGO (Feb. 8th) PARK PLAZA HOTEL 

ONE-NIGHTERS Montreal 5TH YEAR PUMP ROOM Las Vegas St. Louis 
M.C.A, G.A.C. Chicago G.A.C. M.C.A, 

j 





HOLLYWOOD- 6974 
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| Tele Reviews 








had Mr. Average Fan shoot the 
questions. Quizzes consisted of 
various technical points, queries 
about the Colonels player makeup 
and the like, while Fitzgerald an- 
swered questions anent scoring 
procedures. 
Gimmick on the 
tomime quiz. Some 
taining to the national pastime Is 
enacted. and letters are solicited 
giving the solution, date and place 


show is a pan- 
incident per- 


of the incident, and some _ info 
avout those taking part At show 
caught, pantomime was strongly 
sucgestive of “Cast At the Bat.” 
Winner rece:ves a season pass to 
Parkway Field, home of the Louis- 
ville Colonels 

Dick Jackson and Bob Brewer 
team on. production Technical 
work on the show is good, both 
on the video and audio ends. This 
is the type of local show, with 
personalities known through their 
work in baseball, and publicized 
in radio. TV and newspapers, that 
catch the interest of local listeners, 
and all indications are that Bernie 
Bracher will have a good share of 
tl viewl! audience at 6 p.m 
€ Satu until time to leave 
1 spring training camp. 

Pane] has a miniature baseball 
a on ith chess-like figures, 
to demonst te the subjects under 
a ssion Pantomime quiz fea- 
tt has a baseball grandstand 
background, making the presenta- 

on sharply realistic. 

_—e _ Wied. 
WISHBONE PARTY 
Wh Hy Gardner, Sherry Shad- 


burn, guests 
Y'-sctor: Peter Molnar 
30 Mins.; Wed., 1:30 p.m. 
ROULS™ON STORES 
Wis, 

Peg on which this half-hour day- 
time show is hung revolves around 
individuals who tell moderator Hy 
Gardner their “wishes.” Anyone, 
it's explained, may make a wish by 
securing a coupon at a Roulston 
store Presumably, the 
wish-makers are 
coupon filler-out- 

on “Wishbone 


grocer, 
deserving 
from the 

appear 


most 
culled 
ers to 
Party.” 

On Wednesday's (17) session, 
one girl wanted to know the origin 
of the term, “the show must go 
on”: another gal wanted a job as 
a dancer at Jimmy Kelly’s and a 
male singer said he was wishing 











M-G-M 

Now appearing with 
DONALD O’CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN” 
(Universal-international) 


Courtesy of 


Management WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 





Continued from page 25 


| circulation. 














for a personal manager. _ First 
girl’s query was answered by Pat 
Harrington, of the cast of “Call 
Me Madam.” He also warbled an 
Irish ditty in fine fashion. 

Other girl hoofed a fair routine 
and was promised an audition by 
the Village spot’s pressagent. After 
chanting “Tenement Symphony,” 
the lad was promised assistance by 


a theatrical tradepaper rep. Em- 
cee Gardner kept things moving 
throughout in a nonchalant, off- 


hand manner while lissome Sherry 


Shadburn handled the copious 
plugs They included everything 
from soda water to cheesecake. 
In general, this Supermarket 
Television Productions package 
came off as merely another ama- 
teur show, although pains were 


taken to camouflage it. There's a 
pleasant note of informality, how- 
ever, and a fair slice of matinee 
viewers may be attracted inasmuch 
as early Wednesday afternoon com- 
petition isn’t too tough. Gilb. 





Education—TV | 
Continued fro a page 22 
rector for KMBC 
said it would be a 
munity if one 














in Kansas City, 
loss to the com- 
the four VHF 
channels assigned to K. C. were 
withdrawn from commercial use, 
Miss Hennock pointed to the pro- 
grams offered New York, and 
asked: “What would Kansas City 
miss if it doesn’t get a fourth chan- 
nel?” 


Stanton, Miller in Gangup 


ol 


Comr. Edward Webster also dis- 
played much interest in the survey. 
He said the Commission would use 
it in arriving at its decision. 

Strongest opposition so far to the 
set-aside came Friday (26) when 
CBS prexy Frank Stanton and 
NAB chief Justin Miller questioned 
the value of fulltime «w'ucational 
stations. 

Stanton told the Commission TV 
service must appeal to “most of 
the people most of the time and 
said his network’s experience with 
radio documentaries, despite the 
enthusiasm and publicity given 
them, showed they attract only 
comparative minorities. It’s the 
Godireys and Berles and World Se- 
ries games that are responsible for 
the 10,000,000 TV sets in homes 
today, he said. 

Stanton expressed concern that 
withdrawal of channels from com- 
mercial use would impede network 
development and thus retard TV 
He said there was 

whether three, let 
alone four “fully competing na- 
tionwide” nets could be formed 
from VHF and UHF stations. ‘Cer- 
tainly,” he testified, “even if none 
of the proposed channels is with- 
drawn trom commercial use there 
still would be some exclusion of 
networks in many communities, 
and there would alse be a number 
of communities where there would 
be danger of monopoly. Demon- 


some” doubt 
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TV Audience 


exclusive with 


FWGAL-TV: 


=. Channel 4 


F LANCASTER, PENNA. § 
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Clair 8. McCollough, Pres. | 
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seen — 
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in this large 


rich Pennsylvania market area 


NBC 


ee TV AFFIUIATE 


A STEINMAN STATION 





ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


New York 


los Angeles ® San Francisco 


Chicago 


centuated if channels were with- 
drawn from commercial use in such 
communities.” 


Stanton said. he doubted whether 


_a blanket reservation would bring they're perfecting in the laboratory | 
|a special oscillograph device that | 


about a significant number of edu- 
cational stations. 











| Comics Yen Center 
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Thomas has been forced to stay at 
the International theatre for one 
more _— shot. Jack Carson, the 
fourth comic on the series, was the 
one least expected to desire origi- 
nating his show from the huge 
Center but he, too, is now enthu- 
siastic about moving into’ the 
house 

Until the theatre TV unit was 
installed in the theatre, the comics, 
except for Wynn, refused to work 


there, fearing they couldn't 
achieve the intimacy required by 
TV because the house is so tre- 


mendous. 
audience 
their comedy 


They claimed the studio 

wouldn't be able to see 
and so might not 
laugh at the right moments. Big- 
screen unit has been installed 
over the heads of the performers 
but tilted at an angle so that it’s in 
full view of the audience. As a 
result, those sitting in the theatre 
can watch the stage while also 
seeing the show exactly it’s 
transmitted over the air. 


Mutual 


Ii———— Continued from page 21 quae 


250 watts) to its present 5 kw 
plant when it purchased the former 
Cowles Broadcasting Company 
WOL facilities last February for 
$300,000. WWODC retained its call 
letters and sold its old 1450 facili- 
ties to People Broadcasting Co. 
‘owned by Farm Bureau Mutual 
Insurance Co.) which uses the WOL 


as 

















call. When WWDC moved into 
1260 it continued the old WOL 
Mutual affiliation only until the 
contract expired Mutual then 


signed up the 5 kw WEAM in Ar- 
lington. The only other full-time 
AM’er available was WINX, a 250- 
watter. 

















CBS Loyalty 


strably, these dangers would be ac-; ing simultaneously on the action 


| but on film. 


To RCA _ engineers 


'technical advancements. Just now 


| will keep all cameras going without 
‘falling out of step with the sync. 
The “clapboard” method used in 


‘picture studios has proven too 
out-moded and obsolete for TV. 
Under present schedules, Ed- 


wards shoots two full TOC shows in 
one day at a CBS studio. Editing 
becomes a major operation, the 
day’s filming of 30,000 feet being 
cut down to 5,400 feet. Key men 
in the Edwards operation are Al 
Simon, production coordinator; 
Fred Jackman, Jr., film director, 
and Dick Currier, editor. 











' | 
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be searching for is a standard for 
properly balanced programming by 
whic it can determine whether 
stations are operating in the public 
interest. This, it realizes, is a more 
difficult problem in TV thar radio, 
not only because of the visual char- 
acter of the medium but also be- 
cause of the different types of pro- 
grams involved. 

By getting around the table with 
the stations, the commission hopes 
to bring into the open the prob- 
lems in programming for the pub- 
lic, the effect of programs on lis- 
teners and ‘public attitudes. At 
the same time, the agency expects 
to obtain a complete picture of the 
dynamic development of the me- 
dium and its bearing upon pro- 
gramming problems. 

It is expected that subjects on 
the agenda will cover specifi: types 
of programs, including crime, ef- 
fect of programs on children, ad- 
vertisit.; continuity, and listeners 
choice of programs. 
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_ TV Lures Lever 











me Continued from page 22 


month after its preem and subse- 
quently was sold out. 

It’s expected that both Colgate 
and GF will soon pick up the re- 
maining two days each week on 
Miss Peters and Parks’ programs, 
respectively. Miss Peters is the 











Continued from page 21 





met on the matter last week. It 
voted to call a meeting of writers 
on the “blacklist” question and 
that its Fact-Finding Committee 
on Blacklist and Censorship in- 
stitute a program to inform the 
general public of the current 
situation. 


« of KNX Oaths In 
Hollywood, Jan. 30. 


935° 


former Hollywood ingenue whose 
film career was cut short when she 
was crippled as the result of a 
hunting accident. 

NBC, incidentally, is 
originations than merely use of the 
affiliates’ studio space and facili- 
ties. Web claims the idea will prove 
valuable in helping the local sta- 
|tion promote itself and video gen- 
| erally. NBC's outlet in Philly is 
the Philco-owned WPTZ. 





Signing of loyalty oaths at KNX-— 


CBS is 95° complete, with no 
dissidents. Only ones unaccounted 
for are those out of town or on 
vacation. 


Distribution of oaths was divided | 
depatt- | 


into three sections with 
ment heads administering ftormali- 
ties. 











Ralph Edwards 


Continued from page 22 


ithe technical cost sheet. What’s a 
right and proper wage for union 
icraftsmen in the picture 
shouldn't apply to television, con- 
i tends Edwards, who points out that 
| TV like radio is mainly a nighttime 
‘operation and shouldn’t call for 
overtime and golden hours. He 
has many of the union leaders see- 
ing it his way but there are still a 
few holdouts. 

The imperturbable Edwards, who 
rarely works up a mad, didn’t like 
|the studio’s attitude toward TV 
any more than he does the unions’ 
payofyY plan. Sez Ralph: “When 
we needed them they looked the 
other way. There was only one 
thing left to do; get into business 
for yourself. And a good thing it 
was. We found out that it can be 
done better our way and we’d much 
rather get our technicians away 
from picture lots. Those who do 











| 
= 


will have to be schooled all over 
again. Our techniques are becom- 
ing increasingly divergent.” 

The Edwardian concept is cap- 
suled this wise: except for dra- 
matic shows, programs designed for 
home viewers should employ the 
methods developed for live TV; 





studios | 


come into television from pictures | 


that is, two or more cameras shoot- . 


Traynor Switches Brews 
In Pitt Sponsor Deal 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 30. 
Pie Traynor, Pittsburgh Pirates’ 
| Onetime great third-sacker, whose 
| nightly sports program on KQV 
was recently dropped by Duquesne 


Edwards 
|gives much of the credit for the 


| educational 


Reinsch's Tint 
Scoop Repeat 


| Atlanta, Jan. 30. 

Paradoxical as it may sound, At. 
| lantans for the second time jj! 
see a demonstration of CBS’ tele. 
vision color system on a rival net 
work’s station, WSB-TV, 
NBC affiliate. 

Wednesday and Thursday (Jan 
31-Feb. 1) more than 2,000 teachers 
and students will see the demon- 
strations which will show the pos- 
sibilities of coler television 
medium for education 

WSB-TV will be in charge of 
technical production of the special 
demonstrations, it was revealed by 
John Outler, Jr., manager of WSB 
and WSB-TV. Faces at WAGA- 
TV, local CBS mouthpiece, will not 
be as red this time as they were 
last year when similar demonstra- 
tions were held in connection with 
the convention of Atlanta Gradu- 
ate Medical Assembly. This year 
they knew about it in advance, 
since J. Leonard Reinsch made the 
arrangements with Frank Stanton, 
president of CBS, for a repeat per- 
formance at the 1951 gathering of 
the Medical Assembly here Feb. 5, 
6. 7. Reinsch is managing director 
of Cox Radio and TV properties, 
who own and operate WSB-TV. 

Smith, Kline & French Labora- 
tories are bringing the elaborate 
color television equipment to At- 
lana for the second year to televise 
in color surgical operations and 
clinics at Atlanta’s Grady Hospital 
for the benefit of some 1,500 medi- 
cos who will be here for the three- 
day meeting. 

This equipment was designed 
and built to order for S. K & F by 
the engineering, research and de- 
velopment laboratories of CBS. 

Dr. A. H. Letton, in charge of 
the color teevee program for the 
Medical Assembly, said doctors 
last year were so impressed by the 
possibilities of color 


Atlanta 


as a 


| video that they asked for the dem- 


eyeing 
more benefits to the outside-N. Y, | 


Brewing Co., didn’t have to wait ' 


long to find a new bankroller. It 
was just a case of switching from 
one brew to another for him. Fort 


| Pitt Beer has picked up his show. 


‘and will begin footing the bills 
| next Monday (5). 


In addition to the AM quarter- | 


hour six nights weekly, Traynor, 


had also been doing a sports bit 
along with Newscaster Ken Hilde- 
brand for Duquesne on WODTY, 
DuMont television station here, 
and sponsor wanted him to con- 
| tinue latter stint. However. he 
preferred to string along with 
KQV, where he was given his start 
in the sportscasting field. and his 
loyalty wasn’t long in paying off. 
Station snagged Fort Pitt for the 
| Traynor account less than a week 
after he and Duquesne had parted 
' company. 





| Odessa, Tex—Catherine Alice 
Woodruff has been named coninui- 
| ty “oo ee for KECK. She 
was tormerly with WNOE and 
WWL, New Orleans. ‘ 


| 


; 
} 





onstrations for school teachers and 
pupils in an addition to their own 
programs, 

















Eileen BARTON 


Guest Appearance 
FEBRUARY 2 


SONGS FOR SALE 
cas 
OPENING FEB. 7 
GRAND THEATRE 


EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 
Direction: M.C.A. 




















Opening Februrary 2nd 


BAYSHORE ROYAL HOTEL 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 





"Direction: AZSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 





BEAUTIFUL HOTEL ROOM 


In theatrical section, modern, large 
room suitable for one or two persons, 
all services, will rent for short or long 
period. Sacrifice almost half price 
because going out of town. Call Lang, 
Circle 5-6070, 



































AL TRACE Orchestra 


ABC-TV Network for 
SENTINEL AND TELE-TRONICS 
also MARTINIQUE, Chicago — ABC and CBS Networks 
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Bill Mer 


“Kk 
nearly doubles his | 
TV erine the second 
month on the air... 
with a healthy 
® 


in a highly valuable time segment. (3:30-4:00 P.M.) 


Personal Manager 
LESTER LEWIS 


... Bill Stern moves into top daytime prominence, after 


outstripping his nearest network competition 31/2 times 


REMEMBER THIS DATE, on NBC-TV is a quiz show 


in December, keeping pace with NBC-TV’s powerful eats 
with a dramatic twist that pulled over 8000 letters from 
daytime block. 


women viewers in four weeks! Thus, has Bill Stern dem- 


. Z = . . " aad . ! P ace . 
- +» delivers a 32 station line-up—livet onstrated his ability to capture and influence a women’s 


.. - preceding Kate Smith, “Remember This Date” is _ audience. Just as he has done so successfully with men. 





— _eS—S54QaQaeY 





What sponsors say — 


Bob Healy, Vice President in charge 
of advertising for Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet Co., has this to say about Bill 
Stern: 


“We gave you a product that was 
tough to sell; but you came through 
and sold the product . .. you have 


proved you're asuccess as an enter- 


° 3° 
tainer and a salesman! 


@eeeeoeeoeaeoea eee eee020202080800.808808 


What the press says — 


“|, Remember This Date one of the 


top-rated shows!” 


—New York Daily News 


“... terrific show ... worth your 


—Brooklyn Daily 


. ” 
attention! 


“Welcome addition to afternoon 


. . °’ 
televiewing ...’ 


—Radio Daily . 


What the stations say — 


“Well done... terrific value to our 
public...” 

—Station WBRC, Birmingham, Ala. 
“... entertaining ... definite audi- 


ence appeal! ” 


—Station WTVR, Richmond, Va. 


e . . r] 
“A sensation in this area!’ 


—Station WSAZ-TV, | 


Huntington, W. Va. 


A LOUIS G. COWAN-—NBC-TV PACKAGE 


REMEMBER THIS DATE 


TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS °« 3:30 TO 4:00 PM 
AVAILABLE IN EITHER 15- OR 30-MINUTE SEGMENTS 


*ARB Nationals, January 1951 
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that Blue, unlike Lester, must have 
a scripted, well-rehearsed show. 
As long as he stuck to the script, 
which was only until the first com- 
mercial, he was going great. But 
when he brought a quartet from 
the studio audience up to the stage 
for what was to have been a lesson 
in TV acting, he hit the lowest 
entertainment level—and the show 
continued at that speed. There 
were snatches of brightness there- 
after but they were lost in the 
general plodding pace. 

Blue, of course, was doubling 
from his current nitery stint at La 
Martinique, N. Y., which must have 
interfered with the cast’s rehearsal 
time. First quarter-hour demon- 
strated the Blue crew has the 
pecessary ingredients to carry the 
program and they might work out 
with a little more shaking down. 
Supporting cast comprises most of 


those who worked with Blue on 
CBS’ “Frank Sinatra Show” and at 
La Martinique, including § Sid 


Fields, a good straight man when 
he has:a script; Roberta Lee, beau- 
teous brunet who can clown as well 
as sing; the Whipoorwills, a fine 
vocal group; Negro tapster Teddy 
Hale; singer Richard Hayes, and 
showgals Selene Walters and Siri. 
Latter is a former showgirl from 
Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe 
and, while she didn’t show any of 
the comedic talents of Lester’s 
Dagmar, she demonstrated plenty 
of other Dagmar-like attributes. 
Final skit on the show, inciden- 


tally, must have skyrocketed sales | 


for Mothersill’s seasick remedy. It 
was a takeoff on “The Sea Wolf,” 
with the performers working be- 
fore a simulated ship _ interior. 
Setting was moved back and forth 
continually across the screen dur- 
ing the action and the effect must 
have made viewers nauseous. It 
was a bad idea to start with. 





Robert Q. Lewis, who has had 
considerable experience as a sub- 
stitute for Arthur Godfrey, turned 
in a neat job on the latter's 
Wednesday evening show last week 
over CBS-TV. Opening was amus- 
ing, with Frank Parker getting the 
entire cast to welcome Lewis with 
a tongue-in-cheek buildup, with 
Lewis finally dropping down from 
the flies. 

Guests gave the comic good sup- 


port. Mary McCarty did a cute 
bit with Lewis as they crowded 
each other on a sofa and they 


clicked as a double in an oldtime 


Tele Followups 


Continued from page 25 : 





























FAMOUS tod 
PHARMACISTS 








vaude act. Denise Darcel reg-| 
istered nicely, although one scene 
|was overly contrived. This was 
| billed deadpan as a translation of | 
/a serious drama Mlle. Darcel had 
done in Paris and had the camera- 
|man interrupt Lewis each time the 
|lovers were supposed to kiss. It 
was a weak gag. 

Lewis nicely put over finale tune 
on the specs appeal of horn-rimmed 


glasses. Regulars on the stanza— 
Mariners, Chordettes, Frank 
Parker, Janette Davis and Bill 


Lawrence—were okay. 


Kaiser-Frazer Dealers’ ‘Adven- 
tures of Ellery Queen” via the Du 
Mont net Thursday (25) had a fine 
cast which came up with equally 
|fine performances. But unfortu- 
nately the players’ work in “Holly- 
wood Murder Story” failed to off- 
set a cliched script that was re- 
plete with telegraphed situations. 

Adapted from one of the Queen 
originals by Ethel Frank, ‘“Holly- 
wood Murder” erred in letting the 
audience know the identity of the 
murderer midway in the script. 
|'Drama, from then on, gained its 
suspense from the attempts of 
Queen, himself, to find the culprit. 

It’s far more interesting to keep 
the viewer or reader guessing as 
to “whodunit” rather than have 
‘em speculate as to how the law will 
catch up to the villain. Dialog 
was also sprinkled with such gems 
las “enough poison to kill a regi- 
iment...” ete. 

Lee Bowman, who replaced the 
late Richard Hart as Queen sev- 
eral weeks ago, was suave and re- 
'sourceful in the gumshoe role. 
'Judith Evelyn was diabolically 
|cunning as the killer,«while Dennis 
Hoey turned in a masterful por- 
trayal of a character actor whom 
Miss Evelyn blackmailed. Don 
Richardson’s direction was good 
in this Norman and Irving Pincus 
production. 


“Star of the Family,” Nash-Kel- 
vinator’s half-hour variety show 
on CBS-TV. has settled down into 
a comfortable pattern. On Fri- 
day’s (26) entertaining session 
emcee Morton Downey was in good 
fettle as were guestars Robert Max- 
well, Eileen Barton and Jan Mur- 
ray. Using a novel method of in- 
troing its talent, the program has 
Downey interviewing a relative of 
the visting star who explains how 
he (or she) became “star of the 
family.”” Subject of the quiz then 
demostrates his stuff. 

While much of Downey’s conver- 
sation with the guests’ kin is rather 
perfunctory occasionally an amus- 
ing line creeps in. Mrs.-Maxwell’s 
| elucidation as to how she convert- 
ed hubby into a jazz harpist after 
prying him away from Toscanini 
| was one such instance. Miss Bar- 
ton clicked with a couple of stand- 
ards and comic Jan Murray made 
with some levity. Downey also 
|contribbed five numbers in his 
imitable tenor. 


The Paul Winchell-Jerry Maho- 
|ney team does a yeoman job on 
Speidel’s “What's My Name,” Not 
only do they trade insults and gags 
in the accepted ventro manner, 
‘but they work effectively solo. On 




















We're proud of the successful 


company we 


BOND BREAD 
BROMO SELTZER 


CARPENTER MORTON PAINT 


CONTINENTAL BAKING 
(WONDER BREAD) 
CHRYSLER (PLYMOUTH 

MOTORS) 


keep on WJBK 


HUDSON MOTOR CAR CO. 
OLDSMOBILE 

BUICK 

DODGE CARS-CHRYSLER 
ALLIANCE MANUFACTURING 


co. 
BENRUS WATCHES 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-AM = 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 488 MADISON AVENUE 


NEW YORK 22, 
Represented Nationally by 





WIJBK-TV,aCBS 
and Dumont affiliate 


TV-DETROIT 


ELDORADO 5-2455 


THE KATZ AGENCY, INC 


| his 


' bed fever. 


‘the “Philco Playhouse” 


Monday (29) the dummy did a 
dance as Winchell held him, with 
skillful movements, his arms and 
legs contributing to the overall ef- 
fect. His stopping in midair to 
tell a joke was deft humor, while 
panting breathlessly as he 
queried a contestant at the end of 


ithe terping added a touch of re- 
| alism, 


Winchell shows great versatility. 
He acquitted himself well in one 
serious dramatic bit, in which he 
played Semmelweiss, the medico 
who discovered the cause of child- 
All in all, this NBC-TV 
modest-budgeter makes a good mix 
of entertainment with audience 
participation. 


Some electric staging ideas in 
dramatiza- 
tion of Lieut. Paul Brickhill’s 
book, “‘The Great Escape,” on NBC 
Sunday night (28) were short-cir- 
cuited by a mediocre script. Based 
on a surefire yarn concerning the 
mass escape of Allied airmen from 
a German prison camp during the 
last war, the video play never 
reached the full potential of its 
excitement because of the artificial 
dialog and the superficial motiva- 
tions. 

A central flaw was the character- 
ization of the Nazi overseers either 
as ludicrously blustering or stupid- 
ly corrupt. Against 
tion, the airmen could probably 
have escaped by walking out of the 
front gate instead of troubling to 
build an underground tunnel. The 
captive airmen were also drawn 
less like credible adults than the 
gallant heroes in a juvenile adven- 
ture novel. If the Brickhill book 
was factually grounded, the TV 


play was strange, not as truth, but | 


as bad fiction. 

The staging, however, was in- 
geniously executed. Via fluid shift- 
ing of the cameras, the yarn 
smoothly unfolded on four sets. 
Problem of depicting the tunnel- 
digging job was neatly solved by 
the construction of a double-tier 
set with the tunnel placed under- 
neath the prisoners’ cell. Relative- 
ly large cast was also manipulated 
well with an illusion of intense 
activity despite the confined frame- 
work and the talky script. 

With Everett Sloane in the lead. 
cast handled its assignments well 


with the exception of the Nazi 
characters who were obviously 
playing according to the script’s 


misconception. 
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Cream Time Bids | 


Continued from page 21 


“Arthur Godfrey Digest” on CBS 
because of a cutback in metal for 
its containers. And, if the Gov- 
ernment enforces its price cutbacks 
on the car companies, they are also 
expected to exit radio. But spon- 
sors new to radio, such as Sono- 
tone and Acousticon, are coming 
in to replace those bowing out, 
and it’s believed the excess profits 
tax will lure a number of the big- 
spending industrial firms. In fact, 
according to one web spokesman, 
|such outfits may buy into radio 
heavily but slowly so as not to be 
suspect by the Government by 
plunging in with one big splash. 

Right now, according to the web 
execs, the important thing is to 
keep sponsors sold on radio. That 
| will require the cooperation of the 
program department, as well as 
| the salesmen, through develop- 
ment of new and exciting shows. 
Webs expect to have more hiatus 
time this coming summer than 
‘they have had in a while, and it 
will be up to the program men 
‘then to come through, the sales 
chiefs said. 














this opposi- | 








Penn Mightier 











os Continued from pave 23 ——— 


|Big Ten Conference and NCAA 
| ban, has now been introduced into 
| the state senate as well as the 
|lower house. Newspapers call it 
“the most talked about measure be- 
fore the Minnesota Legislature.” 
It has been referred te commit 
tees by each of the two houses. 
Television industry backers are 
hopeful of its passage which, ac- 
cording to the university authori- 





pension from Big 10. 





Illinois Acts 
Chicago, Jan. 30. 

Another addition to the growing 
list of bills designed to force tax- 
isupported schools to permit live 
|telecasting of their football games 
|was introduced in the Illinois Leg- 
|islature Monday (29). Bill, filed by 
Sen. Peter J. Miller and applying 
ito all state schools above the 
secondary level, would require an- 





‘nual bid-taking for video contracts | 


ties, might result in school’s sus- | 


Inside Stuff—Television 


A celebrated legit star, recognized as one of the most accomplished 
actresses in show business, was fired last week from a small featured 
role in a major network television dramatic show, after only one hour’s 
| initial reading and rehearsal. As it would have been her TV debut, 
|She had been hesitant about accepting the assignment. 

Explanation for the firing, according to the agency director, is that 
'She couldn’t have learned the part or gotten through rehearsals and 
the performance. Yet the actress, during a long and distinguished legit 
and film career, has never missed a performance, even when her hus- 
| band died last season. Moreover, until the actress arrived at the studio 
for the first rehearsal she was not given a copy of the revised script, 

Later, when it was decided to drop the actress, the agency producer 
agreed to give her another day’s chance, after she’d had an opportunity 
|to familiarize herself with the new script. However, that promise was 
| broken next morning and the actress was informed that she was out. 
Friends of the director attributed his action to the fact that he was 
exhausted and upset after being up all night because his wife was 
having a baby. 





{| Radio writer John A. Nolan, who is pressing an infringement suit 
against CBS in N. Y. federal court, last week was permitted by Fed- 
eral Judge Edward Weinfeld to amend his complaint in order to drop 
requests for an injunction and an accounting. Nolan's action charges 
the net with pirating his copyrighted radio script, “Can You Write a 
Song?”, in its TV and AM simulcast “Songs For Sale.” 

Judge Weinfeld authorized the complaint revision after Nolan testi- 
fied he learned from a pre-trial examination of a CBS program director 
that “Songs For Sale” was strictly a sustainer and no profits were made 
from its presentation. Plaintiff, however, still seeks damages on his 
infringement charge. Meanwhile, “Songs” resumes on CBS-TV Sat- 
urday (3) with Jan Murray again as emcee. 


| Sponsored deal for feature film trailers is being worked out by 
Gordon Levoy of General Television Enterprises, who is planning a 
five-minute strip program. Gimmick would be a three-and-one-half- 
minute film trailer, plugging some major studio’s product. Levoy is 
negotiating with the studios to turn the footage over to him. Under 
his deal, studios would get free air time to plug their pix, sponsors 
would have a film name lure for the five-minute offering and the 

| Levoy firm would pick up a flat fee for the package. 


Wilbur Stark last week started a new feature, “What's the Gag?”, on 
' wife Kathi Norris’ WNBT, N. Y. series. Segment showed a magazine 
panel cartooon, sans caption, with a panel consisting of Bennett Cerf, 
Al Bernie and Lawrence Lariar tossing around possible gag-lines. 

Listener response to the bit, bringing in 600 letters in two days, 
prompted Stark to stop working on “Gag” as a segment of the Norris 
stanza in favor of peddling it as a program on its own. 





Indie packager Arthur B. Modell has inked a pact with the New 
York Journal-American giving him exclusive TV rights to the daily’s 
records and files of city desk stories and photos. Modell will shortly 
produce a tele series titled “City Editor,” dramatizing the yarns and 
augmenting them with newsreel clips. 





National Assn. of Educational Broadcasters prexy Seymour Siegel 
has formed a public interest committee to help NAEB with its came 
paign to get TV channels for education. It’s headed by Edward L. 
Bernays and includes Clarence Derwent, Quincy Howe and Sigmund 
Spaeth, among others. 


which would bring the institution WMPS Directors Named 
most coin while making coverage Memphis, Jan. 30. 


cece > axi mber 
tp al a maximum nu - hint new directors of WMPS 
oR gy ere were appointed at a board meet- 
Bill is — = = ing last week: Bill Rudner, pub- 
Big Ten, of which the hone ©" | licity and promotion, to station di- 
flinois is a member. Con aa ail ‘rector and to the board; Volney 
banned live videasts last year and Fawards, auditor, to assistant sec- 
it's considered a foregone CON-| retary and treasurer and to the 


clusion that it will do likewise this | board; Frank Morris, assistant ad- 
season. 


_ | vertising manager of Plough, to 
Big Ten is adjunct of the Na-| the board. 
tional Collegiate Athletic Assn. They are additions to the four 
which voted a year’s TV mora-| current board members. 
torium earlier this month. The}! _ 








‘Big Ten will formally set its tele | 


_ at a Chi meeting Feb. = CA a | £ RA 
—— } DIRECTOR 
Radio Set Sales | 


| PRODUCTION 
DESIGNER 


CAMERAMAN 


Film’ T.V. 
Box V-761, Variety, 154 West 46th St., 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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AM a better break after the nov- 
elty factor wears off. 

Pulse survey, which covered 
2,000 families in the heavily TV 
saturated metropolitan area, also 
showed that not only are radios 
going into video l.omes at a more 
rapid rate, but they are going into 
different rooms in the house, ac- 
cording to ABC research topper 
' Ben Gedalicia. 











Of the TV homes purchasing ra- CASTING— 
dio sets, 30.4% put them in the PUBLICITY 
bedroom, compared with only sxportenced = concertthestricel moen- 
caput eis ee ral ager, broa ackground music, the- 
20.5 © of new radios in AM-only atre, art, educational fields; company 
homes going into the bedroom. On mar.; production co-ord.; versatile, 
the other hand. only 21.7% of the adaptable, showman; photographer, 


press agent, writer. 
Available for immediate assignment 
BOX 536, VARIETY 
154 W, 46th S?., New York City 
SCE RAN RIS SCR NBE Sa Ie NRRL IRTR AT 


TV homes put their new radios 
into the living room, while 37.4°7 
of the AM-only households bought 
the new set for the living room. 
/Of the TV families, 4.1°% bought 
the new receive. for the children’s 
‘room, while 2.6 © of the AM-only 
families put the .ew radio in the 
| children’s room. 


Survey revealec. that TV fami- 











STATIONS! PKG. PRODUCERS! 


AGENCIES! 
Available Feb. 15 


. Fr t 

lies had bought 129,000 radios Draft ma — ee 

from January t ene : ; ra xempt; Experienced Rad-TV 
m « ary to December, 1950, Scriptwriter; Credits in Production 

| While AM-only families had bought | Public Relations. Box v-29, Variety. 

114,000 radios. 154 W. 46th St., N. ¥. 19, N. Y. 
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At last 


a complete 
television 


program... 


service 


FIRESIDE THEATER 


for Procter and Gamble 


ROYAL PLAYHOUSE 


Fireside’s new name 
for regional sponsors 


NIGHT EDITOR 


The famous Hal Burdick radio series 
brought to television 


PROFESSOR LIGHTSKULL, 
THE MIGHTY CHIMP 
Mysteries solved by Professor 
Lightskull, the great chimpanzee 
detective, his assistant 


Doc Twiddle, and his all chimp cast 


Several additional film packages 
under preparation 
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Creation 


Production 7% 
Distribution “am 



















AYO, MAN* 


Congratulations, United Television Programs, Inc. 


In particular, congratulations for your speed in setting a record volume 
of sales for our Royal Playhouse, America’s great television dramatic 
program. 


Yours is truly more than a name. In Petry, Standard Radio Transcrip- 
tions, and Century Artists you have united the skill and the background 
of three top flight successful organizations in the radio, recording and 
talent fields. 


This combination of creative, production, and selling know-how with 
service offices in strategic markets is bound to prove of inestimable help 
to agencies and their clients alike. 


Crosby Enterprises is happy to place the distribution of its television 
film productions in your experienced hands. 


TELEVISION 


= 





9028 SUNSET BOULEVARD, HOLLYWOOD 46, CALIFORNIA * 8822 WEST WASHINGTON BOULEVARD, CULVER CITY, CALIFORNIA 
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Roy Acuff Case Bares Loophole 
In T-H Law on Anti-F eatherbedding 


% 





Washington, Jan. 30. 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians has found a large foophole in 
the Taft-Hartley law’s anti-feather- 
bedding provisions. 

While the law put an end to the 
standby musician, it does not pre- 
vent unions from seeking actual 
employment far their members) 
even though the employer does not 
want or need them and is unwilling 
to accept them. 

This ruling was handed down 
last weekend by the National Labor 
Relations Board in a case involving 
the Palace theatre, of Akron, oper- 
ated by Gamble Enterprises, Inc., 
of New York, and Akron Local 24, 
of the AFM. Vote was 2-to-1, with 
two other members of the Labo 
Boorrd not taking part. 

The deluxe picture’ theatre, 
which occasionally featured a trav- 
eling name band, booked Roy Acuff 
in the summer of 1949. However, 
the Acuff band was notified by 
James C. Petrillo that it could not 
accept the engagement because the 
theatre had no contract with Local 
24. 


In the matter of Acuff and one 
previous case, Local 24 demanded | 
equal playing time for local musi- 
cians during any of the weeks when 
the Palace did not offer a travel- 
ing orch for okaying the appear- 
ance of outside aggregations. Local 
24 wanted a contract to this effect, | 
but the New York office of Gamble | 
Enterprises nixed the deal and 
carried the case to NLRB. 


The Labor Board found that 
what Local 24 was doing was not 
featherbedding. 

“In our opinion,” it said, “Sec- 
tion 8 (b) (6) was not intended to 
reach cases where a labor organi- 
zation seeks actual employment 
for its members, even in situations 
where the emvloyer does not want, 
does not need and is not willing to 
‘accept such services.” 


Minority opinion, by James J. 
Revnolds, Jr., snapped back: 
“Unions can avoid liability in all 


circumstances by the simple expe- 
dient of insisting upon the perform- 
ance of non-existent and unwanted 
work tasks. In consequence, the 
statutory provision becomes a nul- 
lity for all practical purposes. 


“T am of the opinion that Con-| 


gressional concern over these prac- | 
tices did not turn upon the willing: | 
ness of the standby to make his un- | 


needed services available to the | 


prospective employer, because no/! 
distinction was made between the 
standby who intended to do no 
work and the standby who actually 


i 


‘Coral Dips Into Catalog 


(Week ending Jan. 20) 
London, Jan. 23. 
I Taw a Puddy Tat..Connelly 





For Brace of Revivals | 


Coral Records is covering two | 
oldies, currently breaking for hits, | 


by dipping into its catalog and re-j 


issuing the original platter ver- | 
sions of the numbers. Although 
only a couple of years in operation, 
Coral Records, Decca subsid, is 
using the old Brunswick catalog to 
cover “I Apologize,” originally 


Beloved Be Faithful. . Pickwick 
Petite Waltz .........Duchess 
yo eT ee . .Leeds 
Rudolph Reindeer . ‘ Chappell 
Ferry Boat Inn. .. Connelly 
Autumn Leaves. rere Maurice 
Sleigh Ride..... 93444043 Mills 
All My Love.........Maurice 
Orange CoJored Sky...Morris 
Goodnight Irene . Leeds 
In English Garden....... Sun 
Second 12 

Marshmallow World. .Kassner 
SS eer ee Lennox 
Tennessee Waltz. ..Cinephonic 
Nevertheless ..... .. Chappell 


Just the Way You Are. . Disney 





waxed by Bing Crosby in the 1930s. 
As a result, Crosby will be plugged 
both by Decca, on current releases, | 
and by Coral, for the oldie. 

Other tune, “Little Rock Get- 
away,” has been drawn from Co- 
ral’s own backlog, with Bob Cros- 
by’s Bob Cats version being used. 
“Getaway” is currently stirring 
some interest via Les Paul’s cut 
for Capitol. 





Sam’s Song Sterling 
In Flying Saucer........ Unit 
Only Saw Him Once..... Unit 
Imagination ....... Connelly 


Mona Lisa New World 
T’ll Always Love You Victoria 
If I Loved Yor... . Williamson 











Band Review 











| GRIFF WILLIAMS ORCH (13) 


| With Bob Kirk, Wally King 


AGVA Eases 


Plugger TV Ban 


Following squawks by songplug- 
gers over sweeping ban imposed 
by American Guild of Variety Art- 


sists on their appearance on TV 
shows, relaxation of the restriction 
has been effected through negotia- 
tion between Music Publishers 
Contact Employees union and 
AGVA. Henceforth pluggers will 
be allowed to appear on video ve- 
hicles for interviews or straight 
spiels in behalf of their disks or 
tunes. They are, however, express- 
ly enjoined from singing, dancing 
or otherwise behaving like per- 
formers when before cameras. 
Ruling was communicated last 
week by Henry Dunn, national ad- 
ministrative secretary of AGVA, to 
Bob Miller, president of MPCE. 
AGVA had originally held that all 
music contact employees who ap- 
peared on TV be compelled to take 


out cards in the vaude organization. 





Hampton Exiting Decca 
After 10-Year Assn. 


In latest of series of band shifts 
among the major diskeries, Lionel 


‘Hampton is exiting Decca after his 


sought to perform unneeded work.” | 





Vauehan, Garner, Young 
Packased for Concerts 


Sarah Vaughan, Erroll Garner} - 


and Lester Young’s All-Star combo | 
have been packaged by the Gale 
agency for a series of concert 
dates starting Feb. 4 in Richmond, 
Va. Package follows with book- 


pact runs out next month. Hamp’s 
crew was with Decca for 10 years. 
New label has not yet been set 


for Hampton who plans to etch 


|his symphonic arrangement of “Eli 
| Eli” with the next diskery which 


| 


} 


ings at the Uline Arena, Washing- | 
ton, Feb. 11: Norfolk, Va., Febs 15; | 
Baltimore, Feb. 16, and the ee 


in Newark, Feb. 17. 

Garner is taking out Feb. 5 to 
play a solo date in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina. 


It’s the first time | 


that Garner is touring south of the | 


capital. 





Grofe to Conduct Preem 


| 
| 


Of New Concert Suite 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
Preem of “Atlantic Crossing. 
new half-hour concert suite with 
music by Ferde Grofe and _ story 
and libretto by Ethel LeVane, is 
set for the Barnum 
Santa Monica, Cal., Feb. 18, with 
Herbert Marshall doing the narra- 
tion. 
Grofe personally will 
Orchestra of 75 in the presentation 
Raoul Grippenwaldt will 
the commentary. 





| 
Ives Re-Signs With Col | 


handle 


Burl Ives, folk singer, has re-| 
signed with Columbia Records for | 


another year. 

Ives was mulling other diskery | 
offers but decided to extend his’ 
pact in order to strengthen Colum- | 


bia's plug of his “Little White | 


Duck” for the Easter trade. 


| 
| 
” | 


Auditorium, | 


conduct | 
the Santa Monica Civic Symphony | 


signs him. He’s currently appear- 
|ing on the Capitol, N. Y., stage. 


Hotel Muehlebach, K. C. 

Musical aggregation batoned by 
Griff Williams is one seldom seen 
in these parts, this being second 
stand by the band in town in nine 
years. It’s one of the larger crews 
to play location dates in the area, 
and proving its worth with some 
of the better business around the 
Terrace Grill of the Muehlebach 
recently. 


Williams goes in for sweet styl- | 
ings, with accents on tempos for | 


dancing and emphasis on the mel- | 


ody. Instrumentation comprises | 
three fiddles, three reeds, three 
brass, string bass, drums and two 
pianos, one for his own fingerings. 
Keyboard work by Williams cues 
the band style, with strings giving | 
it added fullness. 


In the vocal department Williams 
has more than an ordinary supply 


of talent. In Bob Kirk, reed man, 
he has a mature baritone. He's a 
vet member of the crew, and a 


valuable one. Newer in the vocal 
department is Les Ballard, trum- 
pet man, who works out on the 
romantic ballads. Gene Moyer does 
novelty and rhythm numbers, 
while Wally King supplies tenor 
warblings. Ballard, Moyer and 
Dave Mullett also make up the 
Nob Hill Billies, for novelty trio. 
| work. 


| Both instrumentally and vocally | 
| Williams’ is a well-rounded crew. 
Outfit is a favorite around Chi, and ' 
is working its way to the windy 
city from dates in the west and 
south. Following stand here it’s 
due for the Statler, Buffalo, N. Y., 
and then returns to the Boulevard 
Room of the Hotel Stevens, Chi, in 
mid-March. Quin. 





Astrid Varnay, Met Opera so- 
prano, inked to an exclusive pact by 
Remington Records with plans for 
domestic recording of several 
operas with Miss Varnay starring. 
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Billy Eckstine: “If'’-‘“‘When You 
Return”; “Bring Back The Thrill”- 
“I Apologize” (M-G-M). Eckstine 
shoots par for the course with four 
solid sides hewed out of three 
| current ballads and one revival. 
Eckstine isn’t likely to displace 
| Saeeg Como’s cut “— 





of for 


| Victor but this side is due for lots | 


| of jock and juke spins nonetheless. 


| Eckstine’s “Thrill” tops all com- | 


petition and could take off for a 
| big ride. Other two sides are also 
wrapped up in ace commercial 
' style. Pete Rugolo batons. 

Vic Damone: 
Me”’-“Little Cafe Paree” 


cury). Damone belts hard on this 
pop of a “Pagliacci” aria recently 
launched in the _ pop lists 


ing with an Italian lyric, Damone 
handles this near-maudlin tune 
with plenty of emotional expres- 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


“Tell Me You Love | 
(Mer- | 


by | 
Sammy Kaye for Columbia. Open- | 


| sion. Clark Dennis also gives this | 


number a schmaltzy ride for Capi- 
tol but lacks Damone’s commer- 
cial impact. On the Mercury flip, 
Damone delivers neatly on a 
charming number, George Siravo 
orch backing up. 

David Rose Orch: “Zing Zing- 
Zoom Zoom”-“Fiddlin’ For Fun” 
|(M-G-M). Rose’s string and choral 
arrangement of “Zing” will give 
additional impetus to this number. 
Side is brilliantly orchestrated on 
a lilting waltz beat. On thé re- 
verse, Rose dishes up another 
colorful instrumental. 

Bob Hannon & Johnny Ryan: | 
“Dust Off That Old Pianna’’-‘“Sam, 
The Old Accordion Man” 
Irving Caesar’s “O Suzanna” 


is 








Paul and Mary Ford also deliver 
la solid version of this number for 
Capitol. On the Decca reverse, 
| Morgan skips brightly on a march- 
| ing tempo in a straight instru. 


mental. 
Teresa Brewer: “If You Want 
Some _ Loving’”-“I’ve Got The 


| Craziest Feeling” (London). Teresa 
| Brewer’s rhythm style gets a color- 
ful workout on these sides. Song- 
| stress mixes a novelty attack with 
| a jazz beat for good results, par- 
| ticularly on “Want Some Lovin’.” 
| On the reverse, Miss Brewer 
flashes a driving, lowdown — on 
a side that’s solid for jukes. Jack 
Pleis’ piano backgrounding lends 
able support. 


Jerry Lewis: 


“The Navy Gets 
The Gravy” “Pa-Pa-Pa-Pa Polka” 
(Capitol). “Gravy,” from the Dean 
Martin-Jerry Lewis pic, “‘At War 
With the Army,” is a _ novelty 
number that doesn’t have much 
impact without Lewis’ visual de- 
livery. On this side, Lewis projects 
it in a comedy vocal style that 
can't tolerate many spins. Same 
goes for the reverse which sounds 
even sillier. Dick Stabile orch 
backs up. 


Album Reviews 


Artie Shaw Orch: 
gram” (Decca). For his first set 
for Decca, Artie Shaw has 
maestroed a series of dance num- 
bers in top style. Album com- 
prises eight instrumentals, cleanly 
arranged on crisp tempos with 
Shaw's fluid clarinet getting work- 
outs in a variety of moods. Num- 


“Dance Pro- 


| bers include “I'll Remember April,” 


“Love Walked In,” “Mucho De 
| Nada,” “Foggy Foggy Dew,” “The 


(Decca). | Continental, oe Get a Kick Out of 


You,’ “Orinoco,” and “He’s Gone 


modified and corned up with an| Away.’ 


| old-fashioned vaude 


duet routine | 


- Hodges Orch (Mercer). 


against a Dixie background. Han- | Working with a group of sidemen 


'non and Ryan perform energetical- | 
ly and this number could prove; orch, Johnny 


recruited from the Duke Ellington 
Hodges showcases 


to be a click novelty if the market | his superlative sax in a fine jazz 


is attuned. Reverse is a similarly | long-play 


stvled item. 
Bobby Wayne: 
“Wild Card” 
Me In,” 
out folk-style number 
drive to the top. 


“Let In’”’- 


(London). 


Me 
In 


that 
Number 


both framed within an imaginative 
arrangement. On the flip, Wayne | 
does okay on a gambling story | 
lyric. 


Guy Lombardo Orch: “If’’-“‘Wait 
For Me” (Decca). “If” gets one of 
| Lembardo’s smooth dance arrange- 
ments on a disk that’s slated for 
a good number jock and juke 
spins. Bill Flanagan handles the 
vocal in pleasing style. Other deck 
is another waltz-tempoed number 
which Kenny Gardner wraps up in 
usual fine style. 


Russ Morgan Orch: ‘“Mockin’ 
Bird Hill’ -‘Flying Eagle Polka” 
(Decca). Morgan registers nicely 
with this coupling of country tunes. 
“Hill” gets a suitable cider-jug 
vocal by Morgan and the Gay 
Sisters on a happy waltz beat. Les 


Week of Jan. 27 


Patti Page Mercu.'y 
Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
Sammy Kaye ... . Columbia 
Mario Lanza ...ccess . .Victor 
Perry Como occcce... Victor 
Dean Martin josess GADUEOL 
Ralph Flanagan ........ Victor 
Mills Bros . Decca 


Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 


\ Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely Capitol 


Betty Hutton Perry Comu Victor 


Eddie Fisher .. Victor 
oo Decca 
Weavers-Gord. Jenkins ...Decca 
Perry Como-Fontane Sis. . Victor 
Dean Marti~ . Capitol 
| Victor 
Guy Lombardo .......... Decca 
Patti Page sccoeee .Mercury 
Evdiiy Howurd ...... Mercury 
Jo Stafford .......... Columbia 
Kay Starr ... Capitol 
Vaughn Menroe . Victor 

Kay Starr Tenn Ernie Capitol 
Georgia Gibbs .......... Coral 
Ames Bros Coral 
Mills Bros Decca 


King Cole Stan Kenton Capitol 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number ot weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


DDD DDD DDD DADAAAAAAAAAAAARDAAAADAAADAAAALALLL PHSSSECOCOOO. 


set. Hodges, playing 


| compositions by himself, Ellington 


| Coral. 


|and Billy Strayhorn, ranges from 


“Let | a lyrical style in “How Could It 
Bobby Wayne has a stand-| Happen to a Dream” 
could | sroove 
has a| With solid instrumental backing. 
rousing tempo and unusual lyric, | 


| , Platter Pointers 


to a hot jump 


on “Who Struck John,” 


Ames Bros. have packaged a fine 
|set of barber shop ballads for 
. Another good sound-track 
set by M-G-M from “Grounds for 


fone ie gd with Kathryn Grayson 


singing a group of numbers from 
the opera, “Carmen.”.. Mel 
Torme has a fair side in “Side- 
walk Shufflers,” a rhythm tune 
with a routine lyric (Capitol)... 
Carmen Cavallaro dishes up ex- 


cellent pianistics on the oldie, 
“They Can't Take That Away 
From Me” (Decca)... Jan Garber 


also does pleasingly on the oldie, 
“Yearning,” for Capitol... Harry 
Belafonte registers well with his 
cut of the folk number, ‘“Vene- 
zuela,” for Jubilee Records .. 
Johnny Long orch hits mildly with 
“Any Time Is Sweetheart Time” 


(King). Art Mooney orch does 
smoothly on ‘Faithful,’ Alan 
Foster vocalling (M-G-M)...On 


same label, Monica Lewis has a 
good side in “My Lost Melody”... 
Clyde McCoy, with his talking 
trumpet, dishes up several good 
sides for Mercury, notably “Mem- 
phis Blues” . Gordon Jenkins’ cut 
of ‘More Than I Care To Remem- 
ber” rates spins... Louis Prima 
has a cute side in “Yeah! Yeah! 
Yeah!” for Robin Hood Records .. 
Zigzgy Elman comes through neat- 
ly “I'd Climb the Highest Moun- 
tain” for M-G-M. 

Standout western, folk, blues, 
rhythm, religious, polka, etc.: The 
Pinetoppers, “Metro Polka” (Coral) 

Tiny Bradshaw Orch, “One, 
Two, Three Kick Blues” (King) 
Elton Britt-Rosalie Allen, “Let's 
Sail Away To Heaven” (Victor) .. 
Ivory Joe Hunter, “I Found My 
Baby” (M-G-M)_ Bailes’ Bros., 
“Building On the Sand” (King)... 
Scat Man Bailey, “Raindrop Blues” 
(Federal). 








Regal Signs Calloway 


| Regal Records, New York indie 
which has been making a bid re- 
cently for a flock of blues and 
rhythm artists, has inked Cab Cal- 
|loway to an -:xclusive pact. 
| Calloway’s orch will start cutting 
junder the new label within two 
“weeks. For the past several years, 
| the Negro bandleader has been 
‘relatively inactive on disks al- 
ithough he has been touring with 
|the band. 

Regal recently added songstress 
| eaaaal Churchill to tts stable. 


? 
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New Battle Over ASCAP Payoff Looms 
As Redd Evans Hits 60-20-20 Revise 


» 


¥ 








Battle in the cleffer ranks of the + 


American Society of Composers, | 
Authors and Publishers over coin 
distribution is threatening to break 
out again over proposals to amend 
the new 60-20-20 payoff plan. 
Aligned on opposing sides are two 
groups of writers, one favoring cur- 
rent moves of ASCAP’s committee 
to revise the plan and the other 
opposing the revision while press- 
ing for a new administration of the 
60-20-20 distrib system. 

Redd Evans, who took the lead 
in the fight against the old payoff 
system, has already announced 
that he will make every effort to | 
block any amendments to the new 
plan. Evans, and his supporters, | 
are particularly burned over re-' 
ports that ASCAP’s committee is 
leaning towards revision of the 
new plan in the direction of greater 
aecent on seniority. Such modifi- 
cation, according to Evans, would 
intensify inequities of coin alloca- 
tion in favor of the higher brack- 
ets. If necessary, Evans plans to 
go before the Dept. of Justice, 
which must approve any ASCAP 
payoff plan under the anti-trust 
consent decree, to give his stand. 

Evans, meantime, is gathering 
data to establish his claim that 
the new 60-20-20 plan is being op- 
erated in favor of the top brackets. 
This, says Evans, is contrary to 
the plan’s original intention. He 
is currently trying to examine the 
payoff lists to determine how and 
why the percentage drops in in- 
come among the lower classifica- 
tions were far more drastic than 
the income losses in the high cate- 
gories. The disparity in the rate 
of demotions between the two 
groups, according to Evans, is one 
of the central reasons explaining 
why many middle-rank cleffers 
were so badly hit in the last cou- 
ple of ASCAP dividends. 


McDONALD UPPED IN 
DECCA RESHUFFLING 


In a move to bolster its sales 
staff for increased business activ- 
ity anticipated this year, Decea has 
reshuffled its personnel with up- 
ping of James McDonald to post of 
assistant to Albert Si:urson, vice- 
prexy of Decca Distributing Corp. 
McDonald, promoted from his for- 
mer spot as southeastern division 
manager, teams with Louis Sebok, 
Jr., as other assistant division man- 
ager in the eastern territory, the 
biggest in the country. 


At same time, Sydney N. Gold- 
berg, Decca vice-prexy over sales, 
named Ed Russell as manager of 
the southeastern division with 
headquarters in Atlanta. Russell's 
post as assistant to the north cen- 
tral division manager William 
Glaseman will be filled by William 
Green of the Cleveland branch 
with Guy McComas moving into 
the branch managership in the lat- 
ter city. 











Cugat Loses Tooters 
On Eve of So. Amer. Tour 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 


Xavier Cugat, slated to depart 
today (30) on his third annual 
South American tour, has report- 
edly lost a good share of his side- 
men. Tooters were said to have 
served notice on the maestro for 
economic reasons—precisely be- 
cause of lower scales and the dif- 
ficulty of securing American dol- 
lars in South America. His Latin 
sidemen, however, have remained. 

Cugat is carrying vocalist Abbe 
Lane, Otto Bolivar, Tato and Julia, 
and Eddie Kozak as acts, in addi- 
tion to a small cadre of sidemen. 
He'll augment on arrival. 





Smith’s New RCA Victor Post 

Theodore Smith, sales head of 
RCA Victor engineering products 
division, has been assistant general 





Better Early Than Never 
Buddy Robbins, of J. J. Rob- 
bins Music, has gotten a jump | 
on the 1951 Christmas mar- | 
ket. Although normal pubbery | 
practice calls for submission of 
Xmas tunes to diskeries dur- 
ing the summer, Robbins filed 
his entries with the artists and 
repertory staffers of the major 

platter companies last week. 

Robbins did it as a gag 
which, however, has paid off 
with tentative okays from 
some of the a&r men. 


Upsurge in Sale 








MUSIC P 


RICE-FIX 





1 OF J EXPLORING 
JOBBER SETUP 


Threat of a Government crack- 
down on the _ publishing  in- 
dustry loomed this week with dis- 
closure that the Department of 
Justice has launched an investiga- 
tion of alleged price-fixing in sheet 
music. While the Justice Depart- | 
ment is keeping the motivation and 
the scope of the 
wraps for the time being, investi- 
gators have been quizzing jobbers 
in New York concerning the price 
setup on pop and standard copies. 


It’s believed that the Govern- 





ment’s inquiry stems from a recent | 


wrangle between Jenkins Music, a 


| Kansas, Mo., distrib and retail out- 


fit, and two major pubs, Music 
Publishers Holding Corp. and G. 
Schirmer. Several months ago the 


two pubs reportedly refused to | 
deal with Jenkins because of the | 





Of 45s Continues; 
Seen Topping Pops 


Upsurge in publie acceptance of 
45 rpm speed, which was acceler- 
ated during the Christmas trade, is 
extending into 1951. Trend towards 
the slow-speed disks has been so 
marked in recent weeks that indus- 
try execs believe that 45’s may be | 
the dominating system in the pop 
field by next year—if other eco- 
nomic factors do not interfere. 

With RCA Victor in the vanguard 
of the 45 rpm push with continu- 
ing promotional expenditures, 
other diskeries which have adopted 
45’s are also sharing in the sales 





the first to go 45 in Victor’s tow, 
is now reporting that 45’s are ac- 
counting for nearly 50% of its 
total pop activity. Although per- 
centage for the general trade is 
closer to 20%, Capitol’s success 
with the new speed is spotlighting 
the trend. 

Stimulation of the runaway biz 
in 45’s has come from the coin 
machine industry which has been 
busily converting to the slower 
speed. Cloud on the horizon exists, 
however, in the possibility that 
material shortages resulting from 
nation’s rearming efforts may 
brake or even halt production of 
new equipment. 

Columbia Records, late entrant 
in the 45 rpm field, asserts that 
in spite of the trend it will con- 
tinue to press the seven-inch 
3344 rpm disk which it alone spon- 
sors. According to Columbia of- 
ficials, recent weeks have shown 
an encouraging increase in the 
sales totals rung up by the seven- 
incher. 


AFM BANS BURDGE’S 
NEW MAJESTIC WAXER 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
AFM Local 47 has notified all 
windjammers on its rolls that they 





tivated Majestic Records, headed 
by Gordon Burdge. He bought 
rights to use the name from re- 
ceivers of the bankrupt Majestic 
Radio and Television Corp. 

AFM refused to grant him a 
license on the grounds he owes 
more than $2,000 to musicians who 


etched for ABC-Eagle Records with 
whom he formerly was associated. 
Burdge claimed he as an indi- 
| vidual could not be held responsi- 
‘ble for any debts of ABC-Eagle, 
but union nevertheless notified 
members not to work for him. 





Krupa Reorganizes 


Gene Krupa, who disbanded his 


Corp. of America auspices. 





manager of that department. 

A. R. Hopkins has been appointed 
general sales manager and Barton 
Kreuzer product manager. 


tour. 
| Krupa’s new band will also wax 
for RCA Victor. 


jump. Capitol Records, which was | 


cannot record for the newly-reac- | 


latter’s price-cutting activities. Al- | 
| though sheet musie is price-fixed 
/under New York fair trading laws, 


no such legislation exists in Mis- 
souri. Jenkins has since settled 
with the two pubberies but the re- 
percussions of the dispute report- 
edly stirred the Justice Depart- 
ment into making its present in- 
vestigation. 

It’s understood that the Depart- 
ment of Justice investigators have 
also become interested in the al- 
leged operation of some jobbers 
who have joined together for the 
pegging of prices at a uniform 
level. Such a practice, if uncovered, 
would be definitely illegal. At 
present stage of the game, explora- 
tion by the Government is pro- 
ceeding only at the jobber level 


with no pubs implicated in the sit- | 


uation. 

Current action marks the first 
time in almost 20 years that music 
publishers have been involved in a 
federal violation. Last instance oc- 
curred in the early 1930’s when 


er, brought a civil anti-trust suit 
against 12 pubs who organized 
Music Dealers Service. Nine of the 
pubs settled with Mayer out of 
court but Feist, Crawford, Donald- 
son, Douglas and Gumble fought 
the case through in court and won 
a dismissal. 


Lombardo’s 70 Concert 
Dates Cross-Country In 





Guy Lombardo has signed for a 
series of 70 concert dates in a 
nationwide tour that starts at the 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, Feb. 4 
and winds up at the County Cen- 
ter, White Plains, N. Y., April 30. 
Lombardo will work down the east 
coast to Florida, thence to Texas, 
through the midwest, and _ will 
work his way back to the New 
_ York area. With the exception of 
_a few dates there will be no danc- 
ing on these stands. Maestro will 
play a few stands in which he'll 
|do two shows in one day. These 
will be in smaller auditoriums. 

All dates are on a guarantee and 
percentage basis. 


Toni Arden Wings to N.Y. 
To Clarify Purcell Link 


Singer Toni Arden is planing to 
New York this week from Houston, 
| where she has been playing an en- 

gagement at the Shamrock hotel. 
Miss Arden, whose career together 
| with that of singer Alan Dale, has 
been bankrolled by fireman Gerard 
Wz Purcell, under indictment in 
/connection with Uniformed Fire- 
men’s Assn. fund scandal, has 











situation linking her name _ to 
Purcell’s. 
Purcell, whose extra-curricular 





inquiry under | 


Max Mayer, a jobber and publish- | 


A.C. Steel Pier Preem 


Deadline Finds AFM, Networks 





AFM’s Pix-TV Ruling 


Clarifying its basic agree- 
ment signed with Hollywood 
producers in 1946 regarding 
sale of pix to video, American 
Federation of Musicians con- 
tends that pix made prior to 
that date are also banned 
from release on TV. While 
general impression was that 
union had no jurisdiction over 
pix made prior to April 1, 
1946, AFM interpretation 
highlighted clause in the basic 
agreement which includes 
films “heretofore made” as 
well as “which will be made” 
after date of the pact. 
| AFM’s _ clarification was 
issued to halt moves by film 
companies to peddle their old 
productions to TV outlets. 











Top Talent Bears 
Brunt of Virginia 
Segregation Law 


Richmond, Jan. 30. 
A blanket boycott of all segre- 
gated events, urged by the Rich- 
‘mond Chapter, National Assn. for 
\the Advancement of Colored Peo- 
'ple, resulted in sparse attendance 
‘by Negroes at a Marian Anderson 





| 


‘of Duke Ellington Sunday 


|with boycott announced for the, mer out a new contract. 


| 


Still Deadlocked; Threaten Walkout 


«> 


‘ 


Negotiations between Local 802, 
American Federation of Mu- 


| Sicians, and the major radio and 


video network outlets entered a 
critical phase this week as the 
tooters union began throwing its 
weight around. Initial indication 
of rough going at the bargaining 
sessions came with local’s threat 
to stage a walkout at midnight to- 
night (Wed.), expiration date of the 
current contract, unless the net- 
works agreed before that time to 
a retroactive application ef any 
hike in wage scales. 

Although such a move would 
paralyze most radio and video net- 
work programming, network offi- 
cials did not appear to be worried 
about the walkout threat and up 
to yesterday (Tues.) were still re- 
fusing to grant retroactivity. Their 
sanguine attitude apparently from 
the knowledge that they could 
avert a strike at today’s negoti- 
ations by merely yielding to a re- 
troactive clause without commit- 
ting themselves on any other union 

Petrillo-Net Talks 

Negotiations for an over-all 
network pact between Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians 
and radio-TV broadcasters 
opens here in New York today 
(Wed.) with James C. Petrillo, 
AFM prexy, heading the union 
contingent. 

Talks will parallel bargain- 
ing sessions on local level be- 
tween Local 802 and radio- 
video outlets in New York. 

sera wate 




















program booked on Sunday (4) of | eventuality, 


/demand. As of yesterday, network 


‘concert at the Mosque on Jan. 16,|reps declared that a retroactive 
ithe cancellation of an appearance | agreement was unnecessary since 
(28), | one day remained in which to ham- 


This 


however, appeared 


Sarah Vaughn, Errol Garner and | dim. 


‘Lester Young, as well as for the 
'Fred Waring concert on eb. 8. 
Miss Anderson, booked into the 
Mosque, was first entertainer to 
bear the brunt of the boycott, 
aimed at Virginia’s segregation 
laws. Announcement of NAACP’s 
stand did not come until a week 
before her appearance when state- 
ments were issued to the newspa- 
pers by Dr. J. M. Tinsley, presi- 
dent of lecal chapter. Miss An- 
derson, he stated, was requested by 
letter to cancel her program here 
if the audience was to be segregat- 
ed. She made no reply to Dr. Tins- 
ley, and gave her scheduled concert 
which was well attended by white 
_patrons with a scattering of Ne- 
|groes. Concert drew a gross of a 
little more than $2,000, represent- 
(Continued on page 37) 


STARR CHARGES PIRACY 
ON ‘SOMEDAY’ TUNE 


Hugh O. Starr, who claims he 
wrote a tune tagged “Someday 
| You’ll Want Me” in 1929, last week 
filed an infringement suit in N. Y. 
| federal court against Duchess Mu- 
'sic Corp., Mainstreet Songs, Inc. 
‘and Jimmie Hodges. He charges 
that the defendants’ song, “Some- 
day (You'll Want Me to Want 











composition. 


New complication in the negoti- 
ations was the Government’s order 
last week for a wage freeze. How 
the freeze will affect the new paet 
was unclear to both sides since the 
Government’s order has some 
holes through which wage hikes in 
other fields, such as coal and auto, 
were being okayed. Existence of a 
wage freeze, even in the present 
loose form, is one of the more im- 
portant factors cuing the union’s 
demand for retroactivity to Feb. 1 
also the starting date for coal and 
auto scale boosts. 

Deadlock in the negotiations 

(Continued on page 37) 


MADRIGUERA ORCH OFF 
FOR MONTEVIDEO FIESTA 


With South American band sea- 
son opening up, Enrica Madriguera 
orch and troupe planes to Monti- 
video today (31) for a four-week 
stand during the city’s carnival 
celebration. Madriguera, incident- 
ly, has written a tune, ‘“Monti- 
video,” that has been adopted as 
the city’s anthem. 

Following Montivideo, the Latin- 
American maestro has been tenta- 








| You),” was lifted from his 1929' 
| 


tively booked in Buenos Aires for 
two weeks. Date hinges upon 
settlement of a dispute between 


Starr asks an injunction, an ac- the American Federation of Mu- 


day,” he asserts, is protected by 
common-law copyright. 


Joe Hunter’s Marathon 


Some kind of marathon record 
must be in the making for “Ivory” 
Joe Hunter, M-G-M Records’ blues 
singer-pianist, who completed a 
two-week engagement at the Oasis, 
‘Hollywood, Jan. 29. His appear- 





‘stretch of 91 nights. 


| Location booking, though contin- | 





counting and damages. His “Some-| sicians and the Argentine tooters 


union for an exchange agreement. 
Madriguera also is slated for a 
stand in Cuba and heads back for 
a date in Las Vegas in April. 


Cavallaro to Resume Band 
After Hotel Dates as Selo 


Carmen Cavallaro is expected to 





worked the New York hop into her ance there climaxed a series of 91| resume band activities following 
schedule in order to clarify the one-nighters in an uninterrupted tour weeks of cafe and hotel dates 


as a single. Maestro is current at 


‘uing his non-stop grind, was his the Flamingo, Las Vegas, and is 


orch right after the New Year, is| activities allegedly took him into only breather since the trail re-| slated for four consecutive weeks 
| reorganizing an outfit under Music | angeling talent, backing nightclubs sumed immediately to carry him | on the Statler hotel chain. 

Start- and other show biz enterprises, is through a schedule without a night 
ing Feb. 13, he’ll go on a one-niter ' charged with withholding $138,000 off till March 1, when he makes the Statler, Washington, starting 


Cavallaro will play two weeks at 


'from the UFA fund. Miss Arden his first bow to a Canadian audi- Feb. 19 and follows immediately 


‘and Dale are in no sense involved 
‘in the charge. 


' for a week. 


ence at Colonial Tavern, Toronto, | with another fortnight at the Stat- 


ler, Detroit. 
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Broadcast Blackout of Blue Numbers 


Hits Three 


| = Rose in N.Y. Symph 
7 ; ; loist Sked for 51-52 
Capitol Disk Clicks: «‘ssss.tesceussshen 


o’s quitting end of this season 





Hollywood, Jan. 30. + to be a concert recitalist, will be 


Local radio stations and _ net- 
works, which lately haven't been 
dropping the boom on disks for 
being “suggestive” or “risque,” 
swung into action this week with 
a vengeance. Capitol Records, for 


instance, has had three of its best- 
selling current platters banned on 
cone or more L.A. outlets. Decca 


and Columbia releases also have | 


been quashed by broadcasters. 
“John and Marsha,” which as of 
vesterday was Capitol’s second best 
selling platter, has been ruled off 
air by CBS-KNX, ABC-KECA, 
NBC-KFI and KMPC, as well as 
in Boston. Another Cap top-seller 
widely banned is Dottie O’Brien’s 
cutting of “Four Or Five Times”— 
nixed by NBC-KFI, CBS-KNX, 
KMPC and KFWB, among others. 
The whack-down apparently has 
been occasioned, in this instance 


‘by Miss O’Brien’s inflections. The 


tune is an old one, by Marco Hell- 
man and Byron Gay, in Feist Mu- 
sie catalog. Back in 1927 the late 


Jimmie Lunceford made a disk of | 


tune and no station in country 
banned it. It was quite a sheet- 
music hit, then, too. 

The third Cap release under 
censorial fire is Dean Martin’s ver- 
sion of “Wham, Bam, Thank You, 
Ma‘am.” The title of “Wham” has 
sealed its fate. 

Another song, a budding pessi- 
ble hit, “The Roving Kind,” had 
been banished off CBS but a 
change in lyrics caused the net to 


lift the ban. Disk version of the 
tune are still tabu. 
Regularly, stations nix  blues- 


shoutings and back-room versions 
of pop tunes, but these disks 
normally are put out by odd-labels. 
It has been a long time since the 
ax fell so generally here as it has 
on two platters such as Cap’s 
“John and Marsha” and “Four Or 
Five.” Incidentally, both of these 
relatively recent releases are going 
wildfire in the jukes hereabouts. 


Banned off KFWB, too, but not 
for being risque, is Spike Jones’ 
RCA-Victor satire on “Tennessee 
Waltz.” The reason is not because 
of any suggestiveness, however, 
but, reportedly, because of an 
offensive dialect employed. 





Santly-Joy Restricts Tune 
After London Jumps Date 


Blocking move of London Rec- 
ords to jump the release date on 
“Let Me In,” a new folk-type num- 
ber, American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers has re- 
stricted the tune from broadcast 
performances without specific ap- 
proval of the publishers, Santly-Joy 
Music. Latter firm put a March 1 
release on the number, but London 
cut and issued a version of the tune 
with Bobby Wayne last week. 

Santly-Joy was compel.ec to re- 
strict the number via ASCAP fol- 
lowing squawks from other disk- 
eries who were planning to observe 
the release date. 





“Segregation | 


Continued from page 35 jaa 





—_——— 


ing a substantial loss in the 4,865- 
seat Mosque. 

Duke Ellington’s appearance was 
called off at his own request, it 
Was announced by Leon Fields, 
local promoter. Ellington, ap- 
prised of NAACP’s stand, was quot- 
ed as saying that the boycott “hurt 
his feelings” and those of members 
of his band, particularly in view of 
the fact that the week previous he 
and the band had Jonated their 
Services to a concert at the Metro- 
politan Opera House whereby they 
had added $10,000 to the coffers of 
NAACP. 

Local NAACP officers state that 
the boycott is not aimed at any in- 
dividuals but at Virginia’s segre- 
£ation laws which prohibit the mix- 
ing of the races in any public gath- 
ering. It has been customary at 
the Mosque to reserve sections for 
Whites and Negroes all on floors 
and in all ticket prices whenever 
Negro entertainers have been 
booked. Consensus among white 


and Negro leaders is that current 
boycott is ill-timed in that noth- 
ing can be done about the segre- 
£ation laws until the state legisla- 
ture meets in 1952. 


| a soloist with the N. Y. symph next 
season. 
mental soloists, seven being heard 


| Congress Cracking Down 
On Dirty Disk Traffic 


Washington, Jan. 31. 

Two bills, designed to plug loop- 
/holes in statute books which per- 
|mit pornographic disks to cross 
|state lines, have been passed by 
ithe Senate. 

Drawn up at the recommenda- 
tion of the Justice and Postoffice 
Departments, the bills, now before 
the House, seek to expand the defi- 
; nition of obscene matter to cover | 
|disks and to extend ban on ship- 
ment of obscene -matter to cover 
|transportation.by private means as 
well as by the mails and common 
| carriers. 


Cap in Hollywood Meet be Cre 
Dimitri Mitropoulos will again 
| To Revamp A&R Setup be musical director and Franco 


Autori associate conductor. Guest 
maestros will be Bruno Walter, 
George Szell and Guido Cantelli. 


Ballads’ Role 


Continued from page 1 


Frank Glazer, Constance Keene, 
Grant Johannesen and William 
Masselos, and violinists Frances 
Magnes and Michael Rabin. Rabin 
is 14-VYear-old son of George Rabin, 
violinist with the orch. 

Other soloists next season in- 
clude Oscar Levant, Robert Casa- 
desus, Jean Casadesus, Myra Hess, 
Aldo Ciccolini, Clifford Curzon, 
Rudolf Firkusny, Nicole 
Hortense Monath, Guiomar Novaes, 
|Rudolf Serkin, Artur Schnabel, 
| Arthur Whittemore & Jack Lowe, 
Zino Francescatti, Jascha Heifetz, 
Nathan Milstein, Erica 
Isaac Stern and Gregor Piatigor- 
sky. 








| In Conkling, Weston Exit 


| 


| In a move to redefine and reas- 
sign duties of top echelon men in 
artist ‘and repertory department of 
| Capitol Records, Glenn Wallichs, 
| prexy and supervisor of a&r, has 
| summoned department personnel 
' to series of meetings on. Coast this 
week. Walter Rivers, eastern mgr | Top case in point is “If,” Shapiro- 
| of a&r, and Ps Pe egg nn | Bernstein plug, which was launched 
| Pridey G8) %0. gOteA” betslend | cen tes cheesiest ie tn 
 Somtingeat’ Lea Busch, Dave Dex-|cimeet: fact. was the fastest 
ter, Lee Gillette, Alan Livingston  vade” SS ceaneak yaa, Tune ra 
“ oe page tated by doubl pe Jide sith Be “ne ye co 

uddle was dictate ouble | an isks wi er omo’s cu 
blow dealt label recently by | for RCA Victor pan the 400,000 


switchover of Jim Conklin and | mark. 
Paul Weston to Columbia Records, | 




















;}ing unusual strength in the pres- 
|}ent market, but they are breaking 
through for hits with terrific speed. 


Sked calls for 28 instru-| 


with the orch for the first time. | 
These are pianists Gina Bachauer, | 


Henriot, | 


Morini, | 


and by more recent release of Pete 
Rugolo as a regular a&r staffer. 


Other current top hits also be- 
| speak the public’s shift away from 
ithe novelty type of pop, such as 


Rugolo, who recently transferred | jast year’s “Music, Music, Music” 
to the Coast from New York where | and “If I Knew You Were Coming 
he was assistant to Rivers for over | ’da Baked a Cake.” Such tunes 
a year, asked to be relieved of|as “Tennessee Waltz,” “My Heart 
Cap office duties in order to free-| Cries For You,” “So Long,” “Be 
lance in other fields as arranger |\y Love,” “The Roving Kind,” 
and composer, rather than work | and the oldie, “Nevertheless,” are 


Diskeries Well Stocked With Vital 
Materials; Enuf for Months Ahead 


+ 
a 





Va. Davis Set for 3-Week 


Concert Tour of Alaska 
Virginia Divis, ballad-singing 
‘daughter of bandleader Meyer 
Davis, is set for a three-week tour 
of Alaska Me~ch 7-28. Singer, who 
gave a concert at Hagerstown, Md., 
last night (31), has a full winter 
sked, appearing at ‘arshall Col- 
lege, Huntington, W. Va., Feb. 8; 
Boca Raton, Fla., Feb. 18, and Stet- 
son U., Deland, Fla., Feb. 23, before 
the Alaska trek. 

She also sings at Spokane March 
30; Mills College, Oakland, April 
4; Mill Valley, Cal., April 6; San 
Francisco, April 10, and Pittsburgh 
| (with Fine Arts Quartet) April 14. 
Dates in May include Wilmington, 
Bethlehem, Pa., and Erie. 


Mars’ $1,000,000 | 
Infringement Suit Vs. 
| Loew’s, Mayer in Chi Court 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 
Million-dollar infringement suit 
/naming Loew’s, Inc., and Louis B. 
| Mayer over the tune “Just Remi- 
| niscing” will go before Judge 
| Philip Sullivan today (30) in Chi 


federal court. 
| Charge brought by the Mars 
| Music Co., indie race pubber here, 
_ alleges Loew’s used the ‘Reminis- 
| cing” title to cover “the outright | 
| Steal” of “There’s a Reason for 
| Everything,” copyrighted by Mars 
'in 1941. Indie claims the Loew’s 
| tune, which was published in 1949, 
| contains four measures identical to 
| its own. 

Checkup of Robbins, Metro’s lo- 
' cal music office, reveals that ‘Just 
| Reminiscing” is not listed in its | 





While phonograph equipment 
manufacturers are being hit by 
shortages of essential parts, disk 
companies are well stacked for con- 
tinued high-gear production during 
the coming year. Top industry 
execs anticipate that, if the cur- 
rent armaments program continues, 
shortages in vital material will not 
be felt until next*September, by 
which time they hope substitutes 
will be available. 

Vinylite, which has gained a cru- 
cial place in the disk setup as a 
result of the growing importance 
of long-play and unbreakable plat- 
ters, is in abundant supply at the 
present time, with several top disk- 
eries having considerable invento- 
ries of the material. It’s anticipat- 
ed, however, that sooner or later 
the Government will start cutting 
into the numerous chemicals used 
in the manufacture of vinylite. As 
a precaution, major companies are 
experimenting in their labs with 
alternate materials which may have 
to be used for the rpm and 45rpm 
biscuits. 

Copper and lead, used in the 
manufacture of masters and sub- 
masters, have already tightened up 
considerably, but not enough to 
affect the production flow. Short- 
ages in metalsthave been reflected 
mostly in rising costs during the 
past six months, and was one of 
the factors leading to the increase 
of disk prices in December. 

Equipment manufacturers, how- 
ever, are being squeezed by short- 
ages ranging from steel to tubes. 
As a result, the unprecedented flow 
of new-record-playing machines in- 
to the homes last year. estimated at 
4.000.000, is expected to narrow 
down to a trickle during the next 
year. Disk industry. however, has 
a cushion of over 16,000,000 ma- 
'chines of various vintages now in 
circulation, which means the main- 
tenance of a considerable market, 


even if no more phonograph play- 
ers are made. 


Jukes Got. Free ‘Lullaby’ 
In WB Pic Promotion 


| catalog. Further, the Robbins of- 
| fice here claims it has never been | 
| notified of the suit, nor has any 
| knowledge of it. 


Complaint was filed in May, | 
| 1949, and asks that Metro be re- 





100% in records. Rugolo, who is 
top arranger for Stan Kenton’s 
organization, is being retained by 
Cap as musical consultant and ad- 
viser to its repertory department. 

Situation in Cap’s a&r opera- 
tions is still regarded as fluid de- 


post. Before Conkling’s exit, Wal- 
lichs served as administrative and 
financial chief with little involve- 
ment in the repertory division. 
There’s a possibility that the Cap 
prexy will appoint someone more 
experienced in that field. It’s un- 
derstood that Paul Weston is still 
a strong entry for the Cap a&r 
post if Weston can get a release 
from his Columbia pact. 


SPA Dues Payments Seen 





Songwriters Protective Assn. is 
receiving a record-breaking influx 
of professional members’ dues to 
its coffers. Payments, formally due 
in January, have so far this year 
been received from considerably 
more than 50% of cleffers, in un- 
precedented proportion. 

SPA officials offer the opinion 
\that members’ response reflects 
| eptionias prevailing in the music 
| biz that 1951 has ushered in a 
| bonanza year. A negative indication 
supporting view is the fact that 
associate members, writers who 
have no professional relationship 
with established pubbers and are, 
therefore, in no position to benefit 
from the trade trend, have been 
paying up at a more normal rate. 








Farrow Into Spina’s Spot 
As Mgr. of Disney Music 


Fred Raphael, vicepresident and 
general professional manager of 
Walt Disney Music Co., has ap- 
pointed Johnny Farrow profession- 
al manager of the firm, with Mickey 
Glass to work on his contact staff 
here in New York and Phil Kahl 
in California. 

Farrow replaces Jack Spina, who 
left Disney to set up his own 
pubbery, Spinlan. 





Galveston — Bernie Cummins 





nese Room here, 


spite Wallich’s takeover of the top |: 


Reflecting Biz Upbeat 


and his orch currently at the Bali- | 


in a more permanent category with 
either a folk or class ballad qual- 
ity. Only exception to the cur- 
rent trend, and possibly the tail- 
vend of the novelty cycle, is “The 
Thing,” which is still floating near 
the top. 


Publishers are welcoming the 
new ballad accent not only for 
sentimental but good business rea- 
sons. This type of number, as 
contrasted with the novelty three- 
hour hits, not only stay around 
longer, but sells sheet music, the 
bread-and-butter of the pub indus- 
try. One of the reasons for the 
marked upbeat in current copy 
sales is ascribed to the flock of 
ballad hits which the public not 
only wants to hear on disks, but 
apparently wants to play on their 
pianos at home as well. 


Since ballads wear longer, the 
pubs are also relatively free from 
the necessity of working on a tight- 
ily strung series of new numbers, 
'each of which costs hefty coin to 
‘launch and promote. If the cur- 
rent trend persists, the pressure 
for new material will subside with 
the possibility opened for more 
careful discrimination in the pub’s 
‘choice of plug numbers. Such an 
‘evolution would not only help the 
/pubs but the writers on the crea- 
'tive end who are seeing their more 
| serious efforts being rewarded. 


From the diskery point of view, 
ithe same beneficial factors are op- 
'erating with the ballad upbeat. No 
| longer required to cover every 
‘novelty tune on the hypo of some 
activity in an 
| disk companies can cut down their 
total wax output. Most of the ma- 
jor platter companies have, in 
fact, cut down the number of their 





releases in recent weeks with bet-. 


ter spacing of numbers by individ- 
| ual artists and a healthier relation- 
‘ship with retail outlets, who don’t 


| have to stock up disks which fre- | 


|quently fade before they’re ar- 

'ranged in the sales bins. 
Continuation of the _ present 

| wholesome situation is in the laps 


‘of both the pubs and the diskeries | 


‘to a great extent, some industry 
|toppers believe. If both facets of 
‘the industry persist in stressing 
‘the best in pop music, it’s hoped 


‘the market will go along. Accord-. 


ing to this philosophy, the public 
not only gets what it likes but it 
i grows to like what it gets. 


isolated territory, | 


strained from future recordings 


to the $1,000,000 judgment de- 
mand. 





Coast Tune Touts Toss 


Shindig for Conkling 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
Lucky Wilber, repping Holly- 
wood’s song pluggers, presented an 
engraved watch to Jim Conkling at 
a shindig tossed to mark the lat- 
ter’s move from Capitol to Colum- 


bia Records. Entire roster of Cap 
diskery’s top brass turned out, 
|along with 55 tune touts, for the 
, occasion. 

| Accepting the gift, Conkling 
| thanked the music men for “teach- 
‘ing me how important publishers 
can be to a record company.” 








‘Decca Expands Publicity, 
Deejay Contact Depts. 


Gearing for heavier promotional 
| activity, Decca Records has ex- 
| 
panded its publicity and disk 
‘jockey contact department under 
Mike Conner, diskery’s artists rela- 
_tions director and pub 
| Switching over from the company’s 


‘New York distrib office, Leonard | 
| Wolf has been upped to promotion | 


manager of Decca’s eastern divi- 
sion. 


ner’s publicity assistant, has been 
promoted as eastern promotion rep 
for Coral Records, Decca subsid. 
Florence Lowe has taken over 
Zuckerman’s former slot at Decca. 


Link Publishes Tune 


| Harry Link is going into busi- 
_ness for himself, temporarily at 
least, with publication of a tune, 





“A Nickel Ain’t Worth a Cent To-' 


day,” under his imprint. Jack 
Segal and Fredee Norman cleffed 
the number. 

Link, who exited as Feist exec 
early this month, picked up the 
tune to keep his hand in. It’s un- 
derstood, however, that Link is 
talking a deal with Broadcast Mu- 
i sic, Inc., for an exec post. 


and sales of the tune, in addition | 


chief. | 


Irwin Zuckerman, formerly Con- | 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 

: In one of rare instances in which 
jukeboxes are given free disks, 
Warners has arranged to send out 
recordings of “Lullaby of Broad- 
way,” made by Frank Devol, to 
plug upcoming film of same title. 

Studio last week refused Devol 
permission to use tune in a UI 
short because of its own projected 
feature, but it had no qualms 
about getting Devol’s Capitol plat- 
ter to send to theatres for use on 
p.a. systems. Alex Evelove, WB 
flack chief, and Bobby Weis: , Devol 
press agent, promoted 450 “Lulla- 
by” disks from Capitol for free, 
and Vic Blau, Coast chief of Music 
Publishers Holding Co., WB sub- 
sid which controls “Lullaby,” has 
bought from diskery, for 44c each, 
| another 500 platters which will be 
| distributed free to jukebox opera- 
| tors. 
| Houston — KPRC-TV staged an 
,all night March of Dimes benefit 
|show here on Saturday (27). Tele- 
‘cast featured various local enter- 
|tainers from night clubs, radio out- 
‘lets and KPRC-TV, all contribut- 
jing their services for the special 
| show. 

















AFM Deadline 


Continued from page 35 








looms currently not only from dif- 
ferences over the union’s demands 
but from the conflicting strategies 
in handling both the radio and 
video demands. While manage- 
ment reps are insisting on a pack- 
aged discussion of both fields, the 
union is accenting its demands for 
radio almost exclusively. Such hot 
potatoes as music for video films, 


for instance, are being brushed 
aside by the Local 802 negoti- 
ators. Latter claim that AFM 


prexy James C. Petrillo will take 
up that issue with the networks 
shortly. 

Sole other remaining issue which 
appears as a stumbling block to 
an early agreement is the union’s 
demand for the elimination of all 
disks on radio and video airlanes 
| between 8 a.m. and midnight. Ac- 
cording to one network spokes- 
man, al] demands by the local can 
be met part or all of the way, but 
the disk ban cannot be considered 
as a reasonable demand in its pres- 
ent form. 
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Disk Jockey Reviews 








THE ARBOGAST SHOW 

With Bob Arbogast, Paul Sully 
Producer: Pete Robinson 

2 hrs., Mon.-Sat., 11 p.m. 
Participating 

WHB, Kansas City 

Threesome on this show came to 
WHIB from and has 
been with 
popular music 
of comedy. Principal 
the evening two-hour 
p.m., but the trio also works the 
station's established Club 710 tor 
two hours at 2 p.m. five aiternoons 
per week. 

Theirs is strictly a comedy, 
tongue-in-cheek approach to a rec- 
ord show. Bob Arbogast is the key 
figure, doing most of the work at 
the mike with his own nonchalant, 
take-it-easy stvle, ad-libbing about 
the music, current events or what- 
ever comes into his head. Paul 
Sully also is at the mike, right at 
the Arbogast elbow as assistant and 


Tucson last fall 
going strong ever since 
and their own brand 
assignment Is 
stint at 11 


chief heckler. Between the two 
they keep the conventional ball on 
the lively bounce. Pete Robinson 


completes working trio. 

An outstanding feature of 
show is the extensive use of 
ins,”’ the recorded voices of “little 
people” who are made to flit in 
and out of the show at any point— 
in the middle of a record or com- 
mercial, or talking back to Arbo- 
gast, etc. The “yoices’’ are mostly 
straight lines which are extracted 
from regularly transcribed dra- 
matic shows. Robinson handles 
this research and actively works 
the show, cuing in the voices at 
the strategic moment for laughs. 


the 
“cut- 


He also has a guiding hand in the | 


trend which the show 
day to day. 
Musically, 


takes from 


the show sticks fairly 


well to current hits and standard | 


pops for 


the Club 710 sessions— | 


directed principally at housewives. | 
On the night session, there is more | 


digging 
library for choice odlies and other | 
platter tidbits. Quin, 





Julie Stearns, professional man-! 
is | 


ager for Broadcast Music, Inc., 
heading back this.week from a 
tour of midwest disk jockeys. 


into the extensive WHB | 


PAUL’S PERCH 
With Paul Allen 


rings in celebs 
thev’re in the 


terview customers, 
for gabbing when 
Hall's floor show (‘Bill Farrell due 
Thurs. Feb. 1), and closes with a 
dreamy tune coupled with short 
poem. He calls it ‘““Paul’s Pillow.” 
Despite strongly established op- 
position from another local station, 
CFRA, where Les Lye held forth 
until his show shuttered, Allen 
managed to build up a= hefty 
listener following between 11:15 
and midnight, except Sunday, 
when the Hall is closed. With Lye 
gone from the spot, Allen ought to 
have the late dialers lined up 
solidly from here on in. 
Announcing, where it’s needed, 
mainly at the Promenade, is done 
by the station-call announcer at 
the studio, this night by Bill Crone. 
Allen is up every morning to go 
on CKOY’s early disk shot, * 


cal Clock” (7 a.m.'}, then handles 
another daily disk chore, “Club 
1316,” aired from a nabe filmer 


stage at 4 p.m. using guests from 
the ‘teener audience. Besides this, 
he's in on some regular announc- 


ing duties. Busy character, and 
capable in all the elements. 
Gorm. 





Monte Bruce, promotion director 
for Louis Prima’s Robin Hood 
Record company, goes into the 
Army today (Wed.). 


































“DEAR JOHN” 


“COLD, COLD HEART” 


MGM 10904 78rpm 
K 10904 45rpm 


M-G- M RECORDS 


PEATE 





HANK WILLIAMS 


SINGS 


oe GO 








““MOANIN’ THE BLUES”’ 


“‘NOBODY’S LONE- 
SOME FOR ME” 


MGM 10832 78rpm 





K 10832 45rpm 


Top Songs on TY, 


Week of Jan. 19-25 
(Alphabetically Listed) 


(Bosed on copyrighted Au- 


dience Coverage Index and 
Audience Trend Index, pub- 
lished by Office of Research, 
Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director ) 

If I Were a Bell Morris 
Heart Cries for You Massey 
Nevertheless Chappell 
Tennessee Waltz Acuff-R 
You're Just in Love Berlin 

5 Top Standards 

Begin the Beguine Harms 
Just One of Things . Harms 
Let’s Do It Harms 
Lullaby of Broadway. Witmark 
Zing Went Strings Harms 








| Producer-Writer: Allen 
45 Mins; Mon.-thru-Sat., 11:45 p.m, 
Sustaining 
| CKOY, Ottawa 

One of the busiest and best 
diskers in the Capital, Paul Allen 
has three daily stints and _ this 
reviewer could have picked any 
of them to case. “Paul’s Perch” is 
representative of this lad’s ener- 
getic showmanship on the local 
indie station, CKOY. The “Perch” 
is in the Chinese Room of the 
Quebec-side nitery-hotel, Standish 
Hall. where Allen takes dedications 
of tunes by telephone during and 
between spins. If the calls come 
between, they go on the air. He 
answers the phone with “Paul at 
Standish Hall,” does a table-hop 
called “Paul's Promenade” to in- 


Musi- | 








On the Upbeat 


New York 


George Shearing pur- 
70 acre farm at James- 
burg, N. J., last week |. . Deal in 
the works to have the RCA Red 
Seal label farm out Robert Merrill 
to RCA’s pop label for a_ series 
of waxings with Dinah Shore. It’s 
in advance of singers’ film appear- 
ance in Paramount's 
from Pumpkin Crick’”’ . Lucky 
Millinder to continue as maestro 
in conjunction with duties as song 
plugger for Sheldon Music ' 
Dick Linke promoting Ziggy Tal- 
ent’s Victor platter, “Sad Case,” 
in New York and Chi. 

Gene Krupa will peddle his 
Westchester, N. Y., home and buy 
a dairy farm near Cleveland, O. 

. Eydie Gorme, chirp with the 
Tex Beneke orch, is doing a series 
of film shorts for Lou Snader 
Telescriptions . . . Jack Edwards 
started a swing around the coun- 


Maestro 
chased a 


try last week for Edwards Music 
Co. Cab Calloway made his 
last appearance in the U. S., before 


going on a South American tour, 
at Pelham Heath Inn in the Bronx 
j Four Jacks and a Jill have 
signed Pat Easton as their new 
femme member. 

Nat “King” Cole back to Holly- 
wood today (Wed.) for two weeks 
and Capitol Records sessions. Cole 
trio opens at Regal theatre, Chi- 
cago, Feb. 16 for one week then to 
New York for video appearances 

.. Glenn Moore opening with his 
new band at Pelham Heath Inn, 
Bronx, today (Wed.) with Lynn 
Richards, songstress, and dancer 
Kathy Moore featured... Lennie 
Tristano Quintet opened Monday 
(29) at the Club 421, Philadelphia, 
for one week Following cur- 
rent Paramount, N. Y., stand, Ella 
Fitzgerald takes off a cross-coun- 
try tour... Al Martino, winner of 
Arthur Godfrey “Talent Scout” 
show, being handled by Al Martino, 
manager of Teresa Brewer, for pro 
buildup. 





Chicago 

Dick Bradley, Tower Records 
chief, checked in from the Coast 
last week. Bradley announced 
that California Record Distribu- 
tors will handle western distribu- 
tion, with Tower as the major pop 
line in its catalog ... Singer Skip 
Farrell cut new Leeds tune, “If I 
Were a Blackbird,” for Mercury 
last week ... Al Nye band is slated 
for five WBBM remotes from Club 
Hollywood shortly ... Pubber Al 
Gallico in town last week on mid- 


west deejay promotion junket 


Teresa °c George Mitchell, 


'Ken Griffin, Art Van Damme quin- 
tet and deejays Eddie Hubbard and 
| Marty Hogan, set for Oriental the- 








Song Cavalcade in ’51 


Prentice-Hall’s publication 


of the “Variety Song Caval- 
cade” has been deferred to the 


fall of 1951 because of the 
considerable additional mate- 
rial which Dr. Julius Mattfeld, 
CBS musicologist, who com- 
piled it, has added. The vol- 
ume will round out the mid- 
century by including the 1950 
Cavalcade of Hits, plus an his- 
torical-biographical appendix. 
This portion, too, is being ex- 
tensively revised and reedited 
by Abel Green, editor of 
Variety, who has written a 
special introduction. 

The proposed $4 publication 
price will more likely be 
nearer $7, because of the 
added material. Those ad- 
vance-orderers who have re- 
mitted $4 to Variety will re- 
ceive final billing when P-H 
fixes the exact price, or they 
can have the remittances re- 
turned. Otherwise their orders 
are being kept, along with 
others which are to be billed 
upoey publication., . . 


«aR 89" 
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‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s log of broadcast performances, compiled on basis 
| of varying point ratings for plugs 
grams logged in each of the 3 major territories, New York, Chicago and 


Los 


on commercial and sustaining pro- 


Angeles. Both groups of songs are alphabetically listed. 


First Group 

Songs Publishers 
A Bushel and a Peck—*“Guys and Dolls” eoee ee Morris 
Pe ET PE Si sci civ lsc  sccovesnnweas pene ens Shapiro 
Pert eae ee Ss oe es wd don ae ees ere Burke-V 
ae NI 7 PRE ooo) eto ec: cp ls “a Gan oh. aha gl eee aa a ee eae Shapiro 
Be My Love—?“Toast of New Orleans” ....... sede ee eee Miller 
Dear Dear Dear ee Cee eee ee ee ee ssepicebun Goda. 
rec, Gt Tmese CHG BSCONS.a.diccicsciscrccesas eee eee Lombardo 
NN Socata y 2 Ais cick cba anaes a ea owns Chappell 
ee re eee Mills 
EE Oe ee ee oe Ad eo ee Shapiro 
If I Were a Bell—*"“ Cee Se EONS |i a. 2 3s: 6a eae es eens Morris 
If You've Got the Money, I've Got the Time............... Pee 
mi Se tame oe Wiese Believe... ci. 6 sc sssiweweeeeweséces BMI 
It’s a Lovely Day Today—*‘‘Call Me Madam” ....... re ee Berlin 
| I've Never Been In Love Before—*“Guys and Dolls”.......... Morris 
May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You...........ccceee. Pickwick 
Music By the Angels haem wae ss Leeds 
My Heart Cries For You.... err. Te Tee eee Massey 
Nevertheless—j“Three Little Ww ords” (s@eaeeemes Crawford 


“Aaron Slick | 


Night Is Young and You're So Bea 
Orange Colored Sky 
PEUCO WEE csccdcas 
Tennessee Waltz .. 
Thinking of You—7" 


To Think You've Chosen Me 


Three Little Words” 


Words & Music 
Frank 
Duchess 
Acuff-Rose 
Remick 
Laurel 


MUITUL 6844665 


eeeceesesboveces 








Use Your Imagination—*"Out Of This World” ...... Chappell 
You and Your Beautiful Eyes—*"‘At War With the Army”, . Paramount 
You Love Me—j‘‘West Point Story” ..............c ce ceeee Witmark 
You’re Just In Love—*“Call Me Madam” ........ccccecses: Berlin 
Zing Zing Zoom Zoom............. ....ceeeeer or errr r Robbins 
Second Group 

Aba Daba Honeymoon.................-ee00.8 Webeeeenadat sas Feist 
All My Love ......... $e ASEERe+ bbe vs Ones ERRES errr Teere Mills 
BUT I i a er 6oa 6680608 Criterion 
AlWay6 YOU. ..s.ck sce er es .. Dreyer-Marks 
Best Thing For You—*''Call Me Madam” 50h seeders Kew Berlin 
Frosty the Snow Man Serer ery . Hill & R 
1 Am Loved—*“Out of This World” ....... 660850004 00804.04 Chappell 
I Don’t Mind Being All Alone ............ee.8. 66406604 Mills 
us G2OG Bet Tl Get By” 2... cacccseseesee ‘oemen r Bourne 
I Remember the Cornfields ............ceceee mene ‘ Leeds 
Life Is So Peculiar—t“Mr. Music” ...... er eevee Burke -Vil 
Little White Duck rahe ange dpe We ae WE verry Peer erer se .General 
Long Before I Knew You ...........ce0e8% vbpwiseenbesbae sian Harms 
Lucky, Lucky, Lucky Me ........... arene rieteanaeue eee Santly 
TD PO OOO 06. cs vc cecascecensensaeeees RCT CT OTC TELS Barton 
Roving Kind ....... ‘a kes Dae eee pads ii ever Hollis 
Sea of the Moon—7' ‘Pagan LOVG: BON 3.6 46508406006604008.0 Robbins 
el a Seiki die b ad 4.0 64 0 6 8 4 4b oh SRD ORRRHSHREOST OR Folkways 
Tear Drops From Your Eyes 65 4eedbwes es Simon 
Tonda Wanda Hoy—?"At War With the Army” ......... Paramount 
+ Filmusical. © Legit Musical. 

atre Feb. 15... Clyde McCoy band; New Orleans, March 8 for four 
etched six sides for Mercury last! weeks Harmonicats will do 
week ... Nov-Elites held over at fourth repeat at Bellerive Hotel, 
Club Caribe, Miami... Red Coop-' Kansas City, April 6...Purdue 


| Prom, St. Paul, Feb. 11... 


, western distribution, 


'for 


| ized. 


| has recorded new Leeds tune, 


| 





| 


er has joined the Muggsy Spanier 
band as drummer Betty Mc- 
Guire orch, currently at the Glass 
Rail, Kankakee, is set for Grand 
theatre, Evansville, Ind., Feb. 7. 
Purdue Varsity glee club is set for 
a one-shot at the Eighth St. 
tre here, Feb. 16. 


Teddy Philipps band to 
Repub- 
lic Music’s Hal Fein in town last 
week on lookover ... New Shapiro- 
Bernstein tune, ‘‘You Never Say I 
Love You Anymore,” was cut by 
Tiny Hill last week for Mercury 
.. . Raymond Essex has joined the 
Frank York band as trumpet man 
. . « Regal theatre here has set 
Nat “King” Cole for a week, Feb. 
16, with Louis Jordan pacted for a 
week, March 23, 


Dick Bradley, Tower Records 
chief, announced that California 
Record Distributors will handle his 
with 
major pop line in the 
.Griff Williams  pacted 
Stevens Hotel, March 16, for 
spring roost...Music attorney 
Mort Schaeffer has been hospital- 
. Tiny Hill set for Muehlebach 
Hotel, Kansas City, Feb. 28 for 
four weeks. Singer Skip Farrell 
“em 3 


as the 
catalog... 


Were a Blackbird” for Mercury. 

Teresa Brewer, George Mitchell, 
Ken Griffin, Art Van Damme quin- 
tet, and deejays Eddie Hubbard and 
| Marty Hogan set for Ofiental the- 
| atre Feb. 15...Red Cooper has 
| joined the Muggsy Spanier band 
as drummer...Will Mahoney to 
| Palmer House, Chi, Feb. 22 for four 
weeks. Raymond “Doc” Essex 
has joined the Frank York band as 
trumpet man...David LeWinter 
waxed his band and the Lawrence 
Welk group last week for Standard 
Transcriptions. ..Willie Fischer set 
for Capitol Lounge, Chi, Jan. 31 
for two weeks...Abe Olman, gen- 
eral manager of Robbins-Feist- 
Miller, in town last week enroute 
to the Coast for huddles... Henry 
Ranch set for the Southern Club, 
Houston, Feb. 9 for eight weeks... 
Regal theatre here has set Nat Cole 
for a week, Feb. 16, with Louis 
Jordan pacted for March 23, for a 
week... Teddy Philips band to The 
Prom, St. Paul, Feb. 11.. Betty 
McGuire orch set for Grand thea- 
tre, Evansyille, Ind., Feb. 7... 
Heyry, Busse, ta Roosevelt Hotel, 


thea- 


The 


Tower. 


Varsity Glee Club is set for a one- 
shot at the Eighth St. Theatze here, 
Feb. 16 Al Nye band is slated for 
five WBBM remotes weekly from 
Club Holly wood. 


Pittsburgh 

Larry Faith, Tommy Carlyn’s 
arranger for the last 10 years, who 
left to organize his own band, will 
take his new outfit to the Melody 
Mill Ballroom in Chicago for a run 
March 14. In the meantime, Faith 
is plaving a flock of week stands 
and one-nighters in this territory 
Al Rucci, Artie Arnell’s vo- 
calist, has been tapped by Uncle 
Sam and is off for army service... 
Jane Dulo’s engagement this week 
at Monte Carlo was _ postponed 
when she had an opportunity to do 
i TV guest shot with Kate Smith. 
Booking's been tentatively put back 

(Continued on page 40) 














1951's Top Noisemaker! 


HULLABALOO 


100° Recorded 





The Next Hit Ballad! 


TO LOVE YOU 
IS MADNESS 


Recorded by TONY FONTAINE—Mercury 





MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway * New York 19 














MOVING UP FAST 
ON ALL SURVEYS 


THE 
ROVING 
KIND 


HOLLIS MUSIC, INC. 
129 W. 52d St., New York 
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Who’s the winner in 


TIN PAN ALLEY ? 


MOTOROLA Invites You To 





2nd Prize 3rd Prize 


$588.95 $388.95 
Motorola Motorola 
Television- Television 
Radio- Console, 
Phonograph 17” Screen 
Combination 


write A SONG For| 
WASHINGTON | 


we 51,00 





CASH! | 
Ist Prize 


4th Prize 5th Prize 


$298.95 $225.95 
Motorola Motorola 
Table Model Table Model 
Television Television 


17” Screen 17” Screen 


Every State Has A Popular Song 
—Except the Capital of them All! 


THIS CONTEST OFFERS FAME & MONEY 


Here’s What It’s All About 


James H. Simon of Washing- 
ton, and Paul Galvin (Presi- 
+ dent of Motorola, Inc.) felt 
' that the Capital of the World 
deserved a popular song its 
residents could sing with pride 
at all public and private gath- 
erings. Mr. Galvin agreed to 
offer substantial prizes if Mr. 
Simon could develop public in- 
terest. Now Motorola offers 
over $2,500 in cash and mer- 
chandise prizes, plus all royal- 
ty rights, to encourage the 
composition of a Song for 
Washington that'll cheer and 
thrill every patriotic audience. 


Write Original Words 
To Original Melody 


Or 
Write Original Words 


To Public Domain Tune 


Mr. Sigmund Spaeth, nation- 
ally known “tune detective” 
and music authority, will head 
the judges who will select the 
winning song on the best com- 
bination of words and music. 
Words, of course, MUST be 
original, but they may be com- 
bined with any non-copyright- 
ed tune in the public domain. 
Or you may compose your own 
melody. This way, everyone 
has a chance—amateur or pro- 
fessional. Not only does the 
winner win $1,000, cash, but 
all the royalties that roll in. 
Read the rules. Get started 
today. 





f HERE ARE THE \ 


SIMPLE RULES 


Mail your entry to: 

1 Song Contest Dept. 
Simon Distributing Corp. 
615 Ave., 


Washington 4, D. G. 


Entries may be typewrit- 
2 ten, or written in pencil 

or ink. If accompanied 
by original music, words (or 
verse)’ should be properly indi- 
cated below staff on the musi- 
cal score. If public domain 
music is used, send in piano 
score with original words prop- 
erly placed. 


Nothing to buy—”No Box 

Tops, Cartons or Labels” 

necessary. This is a civic 
endeavor. Submit as many song 
entries as you wish. 


Be sure to print or type- 

write plainly on each en- 

try your name, address, 
phone number, age and the 
name of your favorite Motor- 
ola Radio and Television deal- 
er. 

Contest closes Thursday, 

February 22, 1951. En- 

tries to be considered 
must be postmarked not later 
that midnight of that date. 


Entries will be judged for 

sincerity, originality, good 

taste and appropriateness 
of musical score. Judges’ de- 
cisions will be final. Fancy en- 
tries do not count extra—your 
words and music are the only 
considerations. No entries will 
be returned. 


The author and composer 

(one or more persons) of the 

winning song will receive 
(in addition to the $1,000 cash 
prize) all royalty monies that 
may result from its publication 
and use. However, Motorola, 
Inc., and the Simon Distribut- 
ing Corporation reserve the 
privilege of using and playing 
the song however, whenever 
and wherever they’ desire 
without further obligation of 
any kind to the author, or 
authors. 


This contest is open to 

both amateurs and pro- 

fessionals residing any- 
where in the world, except em- 
ployees of Motorola, tInc., Si- 
mon Distributing Corporation, 
their advertising agencies and 
their families. Contest is sub- 
ject to all State and Federal 
regulations. 


Winners will be notified 
by mail as soon after con- 


Pennsylvania 








test closing date as is 
practical. 
Duplicate prizes awarded in 
> the case of ties. 
’ A 


Mail Entries Before Feb. 22 to: 


(Or for further details and free music score sheets write to:) 


SONG CONTEST DEPT. 


SIMON DISTRIBUTING CORPORATION | 


Exclusive Motorola Distributors 





615 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., Washington 4, D. C. 
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13. 11 “So Long” (Folk-W) 






















































































Survey of retail sheet music 8 S ; 
: E 0 ~ 3 5 
sales, based on reports obtained g 5 5 O 
from leading stores in 12 cities E 3B = 2 S| 
) 2) - pall wn | ° 
and showing comparative sales ls “ s at@in E S| 5 | Fs T 
rating for this and last week. he >lel Sills a\/+{iGlo 
£/| » if i2isziz Sin | 
vy | " E = [oe by 4 & bs = 1 o> | 
16 ° mo | am Sig | S | 3 | A 
Seis l/= si isisis@l/sl4isiaiu 
k Ending [2/21 ¢/2/6|2/2 (3/3 /2 (2/8 | 
National Wee n ing (| @) § t= 19 = ia | pb a ai] P 
H/C Sie isg lio /eigl/Figi3isio 
Rating we) | lke ls is (|@lO;}Sl] a! BR) 
ami. sili slelei/#iSislal/ujlsis|! 
‘si“#/s/e@iSisis/Sif/212)N 
This Last elei(si/8ie#isi Ziel /sis/slze| 7 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher ZiOoi|Simi0iala Eliw ie Sian] s 
1 1 “Tennessee Waltz” (Acuff-R)..... 1 1 1 1 1 ~=1 1 1 1 #21 = 1 «120 
“2. 2 “My Heart Criesfor You” (Massey) 2 2 2 6 2 3 .. 2 3 2 2 2 93 
3.3 “Be My Love” (Miller) OE i ae a a ee ae or re 
4 8 “ (Shapiro-B)............ ee Oe a ee se ee 
5 6 “You're Just in Love” (Berlin)... 3 10 3 4 6 3 8 9 3 9 §2 
6 4 “Harbor Lights” (Chappell)...... 7 4 3 Ts @ Se 2 oe ae i 
“75  “Bushel and a Peck” (Morris).... .. 8 8 .. 6 6 5 8 4 7 5 .. 42 
‘8A 5 £x“The Thing” (Hollis). . Tae La 5 10 4 f 6 32 
“8B 7 “Nevertheless” (Chappell)........ iy ¢ 4 3. 8 S 8 fF 32 
9 12 “Roving Kind” (Hollis) 5 Se Be we 10 6 10 19 
10 9 “You’ve Chosen Me” (Laurel) Te 10 8 ¢ ~ i= 8 16 
i110 “All My Love” (Mills) TITS ae ere eS ea 14 
12A_.. “It Is No Secret” (Duchess)......_ 9 7 .. 8 9 r 11 
12B “Zing Zing Zoom Zoom” (Robbins) 10 7 a: il 
eee Toa 6 8 














| On the Upbeat | 


Continued from page 3 =e 














j 
to Feb. 12... Ankara has picked | 
up option of Walter Gabie’s band | 
for entire winter. Spot had plan- 
ned to have dancing only on week- 
ends until spring but did a switch- | 
eroo at the last minute ... Bob 
Rhodes and Dolores Del Mar, vo- 
calists with Lee Kelton band, won 
Horace Heidt contest here and a 
spot on one of his network radio 
shows ... Baron Elliott’s staff band 
at WCAE now getting a weekly 
shot coast-to-coast on ABC as well 
... Luis Morales orch back at Car- 
nival Lounge for an indefinite run. 

Ted Lewis booked into Vogue 
Terrace for two-week engagement 
| beginning, Easter Monday, March 
|26... Charlie Parker outfit starts 
| nine-day stay at Johnny Brown's 
| Club in East Liberty Feb. 9... 
| Buddy Lee band playing flock of 
| one-nighters in tri-state area fol- 


{lowing 10-week run at Club Bel-; 


'vedere . .. Mel Torme slated for 


y | his third date at Copa week of 


| Feb. 26... Buddy Laine orch here 
| just went under the MCA banner 
‘ Option of Dom Trimarkie 
threesome picked up again at 
Hotel Roosevelt’s Sylvan Room . 
Hal McIntyre played one-nighters 
| here on two successive weeks, first 
at Pitt Interfraternity Ball and 
second at Colonial Ballroom 
| New members of Local 60 of Musi- 
|cians Union, both pianists, are 
Jack Kahn, asst. publicity director 
for Warners here, and Wally Feld- 
|}man, Pitt senior 
Feldman, asst. manager for WB. 
Whitey Scharbo band, following 
|long run at Johnny Brown's, has 
|checked into Bachelor's 
private membership spot, for in- 
| dexinite stay. 


Hollywood 


11... Geri Galian, currently play- 
ing relief at Ciro’s, penning Span- 
ish lyrics to Roy Rogers film songs 
|... Tex Williams got $500 and paid 
| his own fare to fly to Nashville for 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Tennessee Waltz’ 





Best British Seller 
“I Taw a Puddy Tat” 





Club, | 


Louis Jordan inked for a fort- | 
night at the Oasis, starting May 











| ‘Block’ Selling | 


| 
———— Continued from page .7 can 








February releases up through 
“David and Bathsheba,” which is 
not scheduled for. distribution 
until late summer or early fall. 


Exhibs using the revamped 
blockbooking setup have been 


given a 20% cancellation privilege. 
Cancellation is allowed after exhib 
has been given an opportunity to 
see a picture, for which he has con- 
tracted, at a trade screening. 
Reports from the area in which 


test has been applied indicate ex- | 


hibs are welcoming new setup, as it 
eliminates frequency of sessions 
with salesmen and _ bookkeeping 
detail. 











Harlan Pic 


Continued from page 2 











internationally recognized German 
film workers. The person who 


| shows Harlan films today will harm 


and son of Joe| Germany as well as the mourning 


Jews and non-Jews alike.” Seven 
university professors in Hamburg 
issued an_ anti-Harlan protest, 
while the Socialist youth move- 
ment distributed leaflets demand- 
ing that young workers and stu- 
dents protest against Harlan, “who 
was a prominent tool of anti-Semit- 
ic propaganda.” 

Storm of Protests Vs. Film 

In Duesseldorf, Norbert Woll- 
heim, president of Jewish commu- 
nities in Northwest Germany, an- 
nounced that boycotts will be or- 
ganized against the film “regardless 
_of legal consequences.” The Union 


| guestint on “Grand Ole Opry”...! of Victims of Nazism sent a “last 


Wingy Manone joined 
| Browne’s orch at Charley Foy’s.. 

| Frank DeVol one-nighting around 
| Los Angeles... 
lining current Ciro’s layout. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Kansas City 


Freddy Martin top-! action the 


Abbey , appeal” to Harlan asking him not 


| to release the film or else they 
/could not be responsible for any 
| union’s members might 
take. They number 400,000 in 
Hamburg alone. 
Union 
| Berlin stopped the guest perform- 


Jon and Sondra Steele set for a| ance of the Vienna Burgtheatre 


fortnight in the Bellerive 
opening Feb. 9 . 


hotel | after four days of riots. Werner 
. . Gus DeWerdt | Krauss, one of “Jud Suess” stars, 


and the Reiser Bros. handling the | headed the Burgtheatre cast). The 


music assignment at 


Pusateri’s ;|\German UNESCO council stated it 


Prime Rib, upper Broadway spot! regards release of the new Harlan 
. . . Hollywood Rangerettes set by | film “unpermissible.” 


Midland Attractions into 


two weeks 


opened at the Mayfair 


Wichita, Jan. 19... Buddy Lester 


the 
Dragon Grill, Corpus Christi, for) Frit, 

.. . Happy Cook combo. oe 5S 
Club, | 


in for a fortnight at Eddy’s restaur- | 


ant, with Tony DiPardo band on | 
stand .. . Bob Manner’s and Mu- |} 


'sic Makers in from the east for) 
| two weeks at the Famous restau-' 


rant .on the downtown Baltimore 


. strip . 


Two prominent Berlin actors, 
aeuter and Bettina Moissi, 
disclosed that Harlan planned to 
‘make a distorted anti-Jewish propa- 
|ganda film from Shakespeare’s 
“Merchant of Venice” for propa- 
ganda minister Josef Goebbels. 
They said that on:y because Goeb- 
bels did not like the script, fol- 
lowed shortly by the end of the 
war, Was the film plan shelved. 


(Last December | 
members and students in! 





| Harlan termed the charges ‘“un- 


founded lies” and claimed he told 
Goebbels that such a film would 
make Nazi Germany ridiculous. 
Scandinavian, Dutch and Swiss 
press also attacked Harlan while 
London film writer H. H. Wollen- 
berg sent a sympathy cable to 
Lueth. Mario Franchini, Italian 
writer, who congratulated Lueth 


| . P . . a 
'on his “humanitarian fight.” Sev- 


eral German newspapers similarly 
protested the film's release. 
Meanwhile, the Voluntary Self- 
control (the German Johnston-of- 
fice) passed the pic. But its youth 
representative, Heinz Gaertner, re- 
vealed that he voted for a ban and 
said that, while not condemning the 
film’s quality. itself, other commit- 
tee members also went on the rec- 
ord against Harlan’s comeback. 
Picture was also screened for the 
Bundestag’s (lower chamber) com- 
mittee for press, radio and films, 
but it declined to comment. Only 
the rightist Deutsche Party said 
that the film’s release would be a 
“test case of democratic freedoms.” 
This was sarcastically countered 
by the independent Rhein-Neckar 
Zeitung, of Heidelberg, which said 


' editorially that ‘‘Germans and Jews 


will eventually find a common way 
to work together, but not through 
a mediator like Harlan, who can 
hardly be regarded as a ‘test case’ 
for democracy in western Ger- 


' many.” 

















D J CHANGES STATIONS 


JACKSON LOWE 


JOINS WINX 


“Jackson Lowe Show" 
9 P.M.-1 A.M., Mon.-Sat. 


Started Jan. 29 


Change Your Mailing Lists! 


WINX 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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ZING ZING 



































‘200M ZOOM 


recorded by 
THE ANDREWS SISTERS ..Decca 













PERCY FAITH 

















DAVID ROSE 
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Survey of retail disk best | ¥ Y ~ | | > ml 
sellers, based on reports ob tours § ae - l-| pig © 
tained from leading stores tn 2 | 8 | = | ae oe. e/,/2/18'% 4 lo 
12 cities and showing com isleizlei=isléls E1815 i Elo 
parative sales rating for this | to} | Gieiz\x ae 0 | 2 | “ S| r 
and last week. is | Bi siFt (Sisislialisis.isgifSia 
s|/42/QO;/ei/gisli*sl¢zgiaiais & 
0/3) | iS ia] els 119 317 L 
. yi 2 Siwisigi™ | he 
vationa Week Ending P ak: ai] £ o/</ 212/5 die 
gir rs o!|y C a: ° t Oo 
hating | © ee | | = ps l a 4 wo = 
Jan. 27 “lBigis gigigigiii/2.2.3/ 4 
rhis Last : = 8) 2 o| §& = = oisi.. s/f 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title  (/2|OigiB |\Ol¥elali6isizizé £ Ss 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) = 
; 1 “Tennessee Waltz”—5534.. . =. es ts SS. A. SSS 
4 MARIO LANZA (Victor) alee eit: ck 
2A 6S “Be My Love”—10-1561A or _ 6 1 —_ aa + 2 ..@ 10 60 
~~ PERRY COMO (Victor) ; -sarectes a 
2B 4 “If” —20-3997 a Tae al oe or 4 2 3 59 53 5 2 60 
_ C. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) g amen 
3 3. “My Heart Cries for You"”—39067 em ks S. -- 4 1 4 «£3 
7 P. COMO-FONTANE SIS. (Victor) _ ° 
4 7 “You're Just in Love”—20-3945A. 3 95 8 3 6 8... 6... 9 40 
. PHIL HARRIS (Victor) —  . . 9 
5 5 “The Thing”—20-3968B . ii 6 .. 9 7 .. 6 2 2 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) a 
6 6 “Roving Kind” —39067 ae ee ‘s a «A Me ay 28 
WEAVERS-G. JENKINS (Decca) = ” 
7 _14 “So Long” —27376. eee i ey 04 4 4 4 10 25 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) _ 
8 12 “Thinking of You”— 20-3901 ; 5 S © 4s aa. as 6 22 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 7 code ae 
9A 10 “Harbor Lights’—27208......... .. 7 5 3 18 
PERRY COMO-B. HUTTON (‘Vic) < 
9B _8 “Bushel and a Peck” —20-3930 10 10 4 8 5 18 
DINAH SHORE (Victor) ’ 
OA 1] 6 “My Heart Cries for You”—20-3978 bits ka 3 2 17 
JIMMY WAKELY (Capitol) 
10B 9 “My Heart Cries for You”—1328 : 3 2 17 
MEL BLANC (Capitol) 
11 _.. I Tawa Puddy Tat”—1360...... — oa a 2 14 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 2 
LSA. ck “Bring Back the Thrill” —20-4016A gies wher aos 5 7 10 
EDDY HOWARD (Mercury) 
12B ; “You've Chosen_ Me"—5517 a oe ae 6 9 8 10 
LES PAUL (Capitol) ip; 
12C 15 “Little Rock _Getaway”—1316 ‘an 9 3 10 
BILL KENNY (Decca) 
13 ‘us “It Is No Secret” —27326 eer ae a a mm. as 9 
DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) 
14A , “ae oes Pen ete e seer “ 7 
SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 
14B 13 “Harbor Lights”—38963......... 9 6 4 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
ISA... “Music By the Angels” —5563 ae 5 6 
RAY ANTHONY (Capitol) 
ISB 11 “Nevertheless” —1190 oe 9 7 6 
TINY HILL (Mercury) 
15C_.. “Hot Rod Race”—5547........... ee 9 6 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
1S? 4k “Oh Babe”—1278 SE Ee ee ee Tere ee 5 6 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
16A = “Zing Zing Zoom Zoom”—20-3997A ‘i 6 m 5 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
16B... “Petite Waltz”—27208........... . <a 2s. 2k ae Se tk. ae oee.ee ae 5 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points | Label Records Point: 
Victer “ee ee @eeeeeeoeoeoeoeeeoeeterere 9 261 Capitol eeeeeeeoeoee eer eeeeeereere 6 60 
Mercury “eee ee eeee eoeeneeeeee 4 139 | Decca ee@eeeaoeneoeoeseee ee eeeeeere 4 57 
Columbia ..................-. 3 92 | ened 
. 1 2 | 3 4 5 
FIVE TOP GUYS AND DOLLS) souTH PACIFIC VOICE OF XTABY | CALL ME MADAM yoOasT OF N. O. 
Broadway Cast Ethel Merman . 
msl Broadway om Yao tenes Senn ie — 
ALBUMS DA-825 Columbia DA-818 eter 
9-203 MM850 Capitol 9-166 DM1417 
DLP-8036 ML4180 CC244 DLP-8035 WDM1417 
D.C. Milli ’ | llee Soft Drink V. P. 
C. Wants Own Anthem MMillinder’s Theatre Date | Vallee 
Washington, Jan. 30. , ( c t J k t - eg _ 30. 
A nationwide contes* was starte - Rudy Vallee, who has been ap-/| 
. ross-Lounl ry unke ‘pearing here at Copley Plaza’s 


here last week, 
prizes as the incentive, to find an 
anthem for the Capital. Entries 
ay be submitted by amateurs or 
professionals. Deadline is February 
<2, Washington's birthday. 


Sponsoring the contest: is Motor- | 


ola, which is awarding $1,000 cash 
‘Ss first prize and TV sets for other 
winners, 














with $2,500. in| 





Lucky Millinder, recently taken | 
on as a songplugger for Sheldon 
Music, will continue touring with 
|his band this year. Following a 
| stay at the Savoy Ballroom in Har- 
lem, Millinder will embark on a 
swing of theatre dates across the 
| country. 

Millinder also has been pacted 
to do 24 sides for King Records. 








Oval Room has just been named 
vice-president of the local Pureoxia 
Company, bottlers of soft drinks. 


Vallee, who has been given a) 


block of stock in the company, will 
plug the company’s product dur- 
ing his stints around the country. 





Benny Ross appointed profes- 
sional manager of Goday Music. 
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| 
| TOMMY EDWARDS of MGM Records Is 


“A FRIEND OF JOHNNY'S” 
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The International Entertainer 


With a Popular Novelty! 


DANNY 
AAT... 


THE LITTLE WHITE DUCK 


and 


THE THING 
Decca 27350 and *9-27350 


A Top Vocalist With 
A Smash Hit! 


Vt 
ANIUHT 


NOBODY'S CHASING ME 


| AM LOVED 
Decca 27281 and *9-27281 






Fe 











A Great Favorite With 
2 New Songs! 


rITZGERAL 


Sings 


THE BEANBAG SONG 


and 


LONESOME GAL 


Decca 27453 and *9-27453 
Single Records 85c¢ each (plus tax) 
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N. Y. Cafe Industry In 


See $5,000,000 Take for New Orleans 
Mardi Gras: Hotels, Cafes Hit Top Biz 


| 


Big March of Dimes Pitch P 


New York cafe industry is going | 


Miami Beach, Jan. 28. 


Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, | 


| Kitty Kallen, Barr & Estes, Chez- 


all out on the March of Dimes 
drive with a series of guest nights 
san | i ; ajor cafes. 

New Orleans, Jan. 30. | French Quarter, which teems with ee were held at 
City is overcrowded with visi-| entertainment resorts. lLeon & Eddie’s, Sunday (28); Blue 
tors for the Mardi Gras celebra-| From Wednesday (31) through’ angel, Little Club, Monday; Coq) 
tion, which got under way here next Tuesday, (6), the big day Rouge. El Borracho, Jack Eigen’s 
Sunday (28) with three street pro- itself, will see a parade every night Gyest Room, yesterday (Tues.); and 
cessions. Hotels are turning cus- despite the fact that four of the are slated at the Versailles, La 
tomers away for lack of accom- major krewes — Momus, Proteus, yjartinique and Chambord, tonight. 
modations. Rex and Comus called off their Tomorrow's parties will include 
Night spots, theatrey, bars, parades and balls because of the the Old Knick. Ruban Blue, Cafe 
lounges and the sightseeing tour national emergency. The Krew of cocjety and Jimmy Kelly’s, and 
operators are doing a_landoffice Patria, featuring 24 floats, with a Friday's festivities will take place 
business. The niteries have em- Korean war veteran as king, will 4+ the Havana-Madrid, Eddie Con- 

bellished their floor shows, espe- parade Mardi Gras Day in place don’s and Huttons. 

cially the spots in the historic 0! Rex, annual mythical ruler of 





the city’s carnival 
Chamber of Commerce estimates 








‘ICE FOLLIES’ $320,000 
































that the Mardi Gras will net the 
city more than $5,000,000. IN 15 AT CLEVELAND 
Cleveland, Jan. 30. 
Vaude. Cafe Dates “Tce Follies of 1951” surmounted 
the local theatrical doldrums by 
coming up to last year’s take here 
during its 15 performances at the 
New York Arena, closing Sunday (28). 
Marian Morgan into the Blue Final weekend was lighter than 
Angel, N. Y., Feb. 16 Lena expected, but the Shipstads-John- 
Horne signed for the Latin Casino,' son revue skated away with a 
Philadelphia, Feb. 1, following run! healthy total of $320,000, thanks 
of Benny Fields. to several sold-out performances. 
Billy De Wolfe pacted for the) Attendance was 124,847, about 8°< 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 1n | above last year. 
April ... Kay Thompson goes into Gene Autry and his western mu- 
the Palmer House, Chicago, Feb.) sical revue has been booked by 
22... . Maxie Rosenbloom, Mel) Buddy Rand for his Arena Sunday 
Torme and De Marco Sisters set (4) and advance sale looks good. 
for Keith’s, Boston, Feb. 7. Fran ; 
Warren, Bert Wheeler and Hank | 
Ladd set for Feb. 28, and Harmoni- Saranac Lake 
cats pacted for March 7. | 
Singer Josh White flew to Lon- By Happy Benway 
don, Monday (29) for a series of 28 Saranac Lake, N. Y., Jan 30. _ 
concerts in the British Isles on a} Gang elated over recent visit of 
deal set by the Foster Agency,! Bob O'Donnell, Interstate circuit of 
London. , "| Texas topper, who spread plenty 
——$_$—__—_—_— good cheer among the shutins. 
: Andy Grainger, ex-Rogerite now 
Chicago connected with the Jamestown 
Jack Reidy elected prexy of) Amus. Co., took time out while on 
Show Folks of America in Chicago | honeymoon to mitt the gang here. 
last week with Charles Zemater Dr. Edgar Mayer, former medi- 
and Mary Adam Stoker vice-presi-! eal director of the old NVA sana- 
LENNY BRUCE, the CLUB | dents Co-Ops, dance sroup. torium, in for weekend. _ 
CHARLES Comic, has proven to be § JOIN the Duke Ellington orchestra Harry Nason, Otto Hayman, 
one of the best of the new comedians for the next two months on a con- Versey Strum and yours truly, 
as attested by the raves and applause cert tour Jack Shea, club were guests of Frederick H. Kury, 
af the veddy choosey After-Dark booker for Chi Associated office. | editor f the Adirondack Dailv En- 
sieasure seekers on our glorified . : edltor o 1¢ airondack all 
Main Stem. .Cluboss Tom Shaw _ broke his leg but is back to work | terprise at a dinner at the Hotel 
sates that Lenny J8, one oy iremas | on crutches... Lynn & Coe into! Saranac. 
smarter rooms ‘round the country. the Latin Quarter, Cincy . Delphin (RKO) Streder back 
When it comes to ad-libs, Lenny Hermine Wilson, formerly with from N.Y.C. after a 10-day fur- 
Brees Caer aren gers ike oe McConkey Agency, switched tO, lough. . - 
brilliant wits that have appeared at §, Ray Lyte office... Teresa Brewer, Henrietta Allan and_ Patricia 


the CLUB CHARLES.” George Mitchell, 





'first boite appearance in Montreal 


Ken Griffin, Art) payne flashing good clinic reports. 

—From Jan. 25 Issue Van Dame Quintet have been set Carnations to Sophie Tucker, 

This Week in Baltimore. for disk jockey show at the Orien-| George Roberts, Hon. Fred L. 

tal, Feb. 15. |Doringer, Rube Bernstein and 

= Eddie Baetzel of the Paul Marr’! Jerry Sager for making the holi-| 

M. WORTH — E.B.A. office has been ordered to active days happy for ‘We the Patients” 
Woodstock Hotel, New York duty in AAF and leaves in six of the Variety Clubs hospital. 
an J weeks. ! Write to those who are ill. 

















The Press and the Trade 


are talking about 


JOSEPHINE BAKER 


Next Week’s LARITETY tells you why 














‘of 


|ger at the piano. 











Adorables (8), 
Dick Stabile; 


Len Dawson Orch, 
minimum $5-$7.50. 


The potency of Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis as a draw in this area 
is again being evidenced at this 
mild-Beach nitery, where the duo 
have been turning them away at 
both shows. So big have the crowds 
been that cops have been assigned 
to keep the traffic moving. And 
with the high tariffs those crowds 
are fighting to pay, the owners of 


this spot, which has been in the 
red since opening last year, look 
to finally reach the black side of 


the ledger. 

The pair don't let down from the 
moment they hit the stage. Though 
utilizing the same basic compo- 
nents of which their act has 
consisted for several years, it 
has taken on a smoothness and 
continuity that makes it seem 
spontaneous and fresh. Whether it 
be Martin and his easy approach 
to a pop song, with the Lewis 
heckling and breakins to. build 
laughs, or their biz with conductor 
Dick Stabile during his sax solo; 
Lewis’ batoning of the band: im- 
preshes of Ezio Pinza or their new 
bit, the interview of a punch 
drunk fighter, they keep the 
audience howling and pounding 
through to the encores and their 
finale, the dance sequence with the 
cane and hat biz. It’s 40 minutes 
of sustained screwballisms that 
never lull, with the results a beg- 


| off. 


In a tough spot is Kitty Kallen, 
who precedes the team, and the 
handsome thrush comes. through 
in top fashion. They're waiting for 
Martin and Lewis, but with her 
first fast number she grabs atten- 


tion and sustains it through her 
smartly arranged versions of the 


pops and two specials, 


“Wish I Had 


A Daddy In The White House” and 
takeoffs on Ethel Merman, Ella 
Logan and Lena Horne for sock 
returns. 

Barr and Estes round out the 
solo. stints with their comedy 
hoofery for okay reception. The} 
line handles aé_ brief opening 
routine in capable fashion. Len | 


Dawson's orch backgrounds solidly. 


Lary. | 


Ruby Foo’s. Montreal | 


Montreal, Jan. 27. 
Lucienne Boyer, with Noel Reg- 
nier at the piano: Rex Owen, Joska 
de Barbary and Len Berger; no 


cover or minimum. 


_The choice of Ruby Foo’s Star- 
light Room for Lucienne Boyer’s 


is paying off. Room draws most 


| Romano, 





its clients from out-of-towners 
and the local English-speaking 
trade who still regard Miss Boyer 
as the top French chantoosie, re- 
membering her mainly for “Parlez 
Moi D’Amour” 
reprises for biggest hit of show. 
Her work over the years has 
changed little. There is still the 
husky voice; the dramatic gesture, 


and the hoked-up arrangement 
that sell the Boyer songs. Small 
working area has tendency to 


cramp her style, particularly when 
she goes into a very sad song (which 
most of them are) like “La Der- 
nier Nuit” or her one English try, 
“Too Many Memories.” <A quick 
switch to something about a flir- 
tatious French midinette relieves 
the tension and tears, and the | 
payees are a cinch when she drops 


into *“‘D’Amour,” which she sings 
first alone and then with every-' 
one in the room. Noel Regnier | 


rates kukos for his piano work be- | 
hind the Boyer warbling, plus. 
house violinist Joska de Baxbary, | 
who cues in on several of her num- 
bers. 
Starting spot goes to comic Rex 
Owen who repeats his record mim- 
ing from a previous showing here | 
to a good reception. Interlude ses- | 
sions are maintained by Len Ber- 
Newt. 


Blue Room, N. 0. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
New Orleans, Jan. 19. 
Johnny Long Orch (12), Sunny 
Skylar, DeMattiazis (2), Bob' 
Evans, Billy Romano,’ Kathy | 
Kearns; $2.50 minimum. | 


There's both quantity and quality | 
in the new layout here. Bill is 60} 
minutes of sock entertainment that | 
combines novelty, melody and 
comedy that hits for hefty returns. | 

Johnny Long and orchestra, a 
versatile crew that puts plenty of | 
zest in its numbers, shares top bill. | 
ing with Sunny Skylar, composer- | 
singer. The band’s rhythms are 
crisp and well-defined and give 
a briskly interesting approach to 
popular music. 

Long batons aggregation, plays 


which she naturally , 


Night Club Reviews 


hez Paree, Miami B’eh ‘4 fiddle and emcees the show. His 
| crew’ s renditions include a judici- 


'ous admixture of popular favorites, 
pulsating Latin rhythms, medleys 
and tunes in the romantic vein. 
Floorshow tees off with Billy 
who puffs up and twists 
toy ballons into elephants, swans, 
dogs and other animal shapes. Both 
adults and moppets at dinner show 
got a kick out of his ceft manipula- 
tions. 
Bob Evans, ventriloquist, 
his astute red-haired dummy 
(Continued on page 44) 


and 
pro- 

















JIMMIE HUSSON 


“Mr. Everybody" 


Currently: 


(JAN. 31 - FEB. 1) 
CAPITOL 


MANITOWOC, WIS. 
FEB. 2-3-4 
MOOSE CLUB 


WILLIAMSPORT, PA. 
AVAILABLE: FEB. 28 

















FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


Presents 





At Present 
Vacationing in 
Miami, Fia. 





Returning to London, May, 1951 


Opening Savoy Hotel 
American Representative MILES INGALLS 











COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


“son's FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 a € 
(Sold in Sequence Only 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES YEoR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ¢ ONLY $25 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES. - per - book RUE ° 

@ MINSTREL BUDGET 

e@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $35 ° 

HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 

GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 

OF GAGS, = yee a thousand. 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. ¥ 
Circle 7-1130 




















Comedy at ZANIE 7 


“& pair of natural comics, 
FRED and FAE, give a lift 
to the proceedings . . . these 
youngsfers could rocket to the 


top.” 
JULLIAN T. SULLIVAN 
indianapolis Star 


MARK LEDLY LEU 

















Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 














(Dupticate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tie: | 
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Mull Reopening of N.Y. Nabe Vaude 


Houses If Unions Make Concessions 


Theatrical unions are making 49 


concerted drive to reopen neigh- | 
borhood vaudeville in New York. | 
Local 802 of the American Federa- | 
tion of Musicians, American Guild 
of Variety Artists and the Inter- 
national Alliance 
Stage Employees are working on 
plans to revive nabe stageshows. 
It’s possible that some concessions 
in number of backstage and pit- 
men will be made in order to 
provide more playing time. 

So far, the three unions have a 
conference slated with Sol A. 
Schwartz, RKO’s theatre president, 
as soon as he returns from a trip 
to the Coast. 

Just what concessions will be 
made to encourage new theatre 
time isn’t known as yet and won't 
be until the meetings are held. If 
a deal is made, 





of Theatrical | 


it’s expected that | 


the agreement with RKO will serve | 


as a model for talks with other 
circuits. 

RKO time is current?y at its 
lowest point in several Years. At 
one time, cicuit had more than 20 
nabe houses in operation, but with 
advent of television, grosses have 
tumbled and consequently many 
houses were forced to drop stage- 
shows. 

At the same time, the circuits 
are interested in any plan that 
will revive takes, and consequent- 
lv, it’s seen that if there’s a chance 


to turn a profit, or even cut losses, | 


chains will be open to suggestion. 


Sam Petrillo’s Solo 





Sam Petrillo, who doubled for | 
Jerry Lewis (Dean Martin &) on 
one of the comedy team’s video 
shows, is starting on dates as a 
single. He’s signed to open at the 
Boulevard Tavern, Forest Hills, 
L. L., Friday (2). Petrillo will use 


some of Lewis’ materia, but will 
depend, largely, on his own script. 

He’s letting his hair grow so that 
the resemblance to Lewis won't 
be too marked. 


Annamary Dickey Into 
Cotillion Room, N. Y. 


_ Annamary Dickey has 
signed for the Cotillion 
the Pierre hotel, N. Y., 
Feb. 6. 


room of 


Autry’s Troy Benefit 


Troy, Jan. 30. 
Gene Autry and his stage troupe 
will give afternoon and evening 
performances at the R.P.I. Field 
| House in Troy Feb. 9 for the bene- 
‘fit of the Albany Variety nnd 


| summer camp for boys. , 


| 


Supporting Autry will be Smiley | 
Burnette, Rufe Davis, Eddie Pea- | 
body, the Jemez Indians and the 


Melody Ranch group. 


been | 


starting | 
It’s Miss Dickey’s first | 


N. Y. hotel date in several years. | 
Previous stint was at the Hotel | 


Waldorf-Astoria. Dance team of 


Fosse & Niles will hold over on/| 
| this bill. 


Mario & Floria have been signed 
for the following bill starting 
Feb. 20. 


CASINO, PITT, TRYING 
VAUDE, BURLESK SHOWS 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 30. 





| the history of the house. 
|ations are currently 


Casino, burlesque house here, is | 


trying a new policy in an effort to 
bolster biz, which has been pretty 
bad of late. George Jaffe, who 
owns and operates peel wheel site, 
will drop his permanent chorus and 
its producer, 
end of this week and offer com- 
bined vaude-burlesk bills. 

He’s going to feature three or 
four variety acts; a couple of bur- 
lesque comedians putting on a 
couple of sketches and three strip- 
teasers. That’ll be the weekly line- 
up. They’ll continue to put on 
four shows daily, with brief pro- 
gram of movie shorts spacing per- 


formances. 





Gracie’s Can. 1-Nighters 


Toronto, Jan. 30. 

Enroute to her home in Santa 
Monica, Cal., Gracie Fields will 
play four one-nighters, at a $3 top, 
opening at Massey Hall, Toronto, 
and then to Hamilton, Brantford 
and London, Ontario. 

She’ll be accompanied by two 
Toronto artists, Barry Townsley at 
piano, and Margaret Lewis on ac- 
cordion. 


Natalie Cartier, at} 


|the British house. 





Flock of Top U.S. Names 
Into London Palladium; 
Eye Judy Garland Date 


The Palladium, London, is ex- 
pected to wind up with one of the 
strongest lineups of U. S. talent in 
Negoti- | 
in progress | 
for Judy Garland to play a date in 
Deal is talked | 
of for Miss Garland to make al 
four-week stand starting April 9 
preceding run of Danny Kaye wh i 
goes in May 7 for eight weeks. 


House will start its season with 
Donald O’Connor who goes in for 
two weeks starting March 12. The} 
next two weeks are still open, with | 
Miss Garland, Kaye and Red Skel- 
ton on the books to take the house 
into August. 

A few months ago, talk was cur- 
rent that the Palladium would 


| abanden vaudeville because of dif- 


ficulty and expense in getting U. S. 
headliners to play the house. How- 
ever, Kaye’s booking at a reported 
$20,000 weekly and Skelton’s pact- 
ing assured the house of at least 


|a partial variety season. 


It’s reported that Miss Garland | 


| will also get $20,000 per week dur- 


ing her Palladium stand. It would 
be Miss Garland’s first vaude date 


'in many years. 





Hollywood Exits Cooper Agcy. 
Daniel Hollywood has resigned 


i'the Frank Cooper Agency to go 


into personal management. He’s 
currently handling Dagmar of the 
Jerry Lester video show, June Tay- 
lor line and Jerry Wayne. 


Prior to joining the Cooper of-| 


fice, Hollywood was with General 


' Artists Corp. for several years. 





End of Shelvey Faction in AGVA 
Seen in Sweeping Court Judgment 


+ 





Brandwynne Orch Set For 
'Proser’s Cafe Theatre, N.Y. 


; Nat Brandwynne Orch has been 


| signed for Monte Proser’s Cafe 
|theatre, N. Y., slated to open 
}around March 1. Proser, who’ll 


| operate this spot on the site of 
| the defunct Paradise, has also 
pacted Jackie Gleason as comedy 
, lead in the tab version of “Billion 
Dollar Baby,’ which will preem 
this nitery. 

Bill Hammerstein, son of Oscar 
— II, will produce the 


| 


|S how. 


EUROPEAN TOUR IS SET 
FOR ‘SKATING VANITIES’ 


Albany, Jan. 30. 


| “Skating Vanities of 1951,” 
|which plays a five-day engagement 
‘at the State Armory, Feb. 20-24, 
will leave in March for a European 
‘tour. Ninth edition, 
Nord, will fill a 10-week engage- 
ment at Wembley Stadium in Lon- 





don. Two-week stands in Antwerp, 
Paris, Zurich and Milan will fol- 
low. Trip ends in August. 


Show is now working east. Scale 
for Albany date is $1.50 to $2.75, 
with a Washington’s Birthday mati- 
nee for children at 75c. Saturday 
matinee is also scheduled. 





? 

Vallee’s Nassau Date 

; Boston, Jan. 30. 
Arki - Yavennsonne, prez of 
'Metropolitan Artist Corp. and 
booker of Sheraton hotel chain 
talent, has booked Rudy Vallee 
into the British Colonial 


32. 
From there, Vallee. .goes_ to 


Sheraton Plaza, Daytona Beach, for 
a week, Feb. 19. 


+ Judgment 


starring Gloria | 


hotel, | 
| Nassau, for a week, starting Feb. | 


handed down last 
week by Justice Felix Benvenga 
of the New York supreme court, 
indicates the end of the Matt Shel- 
vey faction in the American Guild 
of Variety Artists. Group of dissi- 
dents, which last year filed suit to 
enjoin union’s administration from 
certifying results of all AGVA elec- 
tions, and which it subsequently 
lost, was barred by the court from 
taking further action on the matter. 
Only possibility now lies in an ap- 
peal, which now seems unlikely in 
view of the court’s judgment. 

Justice Benvenga handed down 
a sweeping ruling which, it is be- 
lieved, takes the props from out of 
| the Boston faction which filed suit. 

Among the stipulations ordered 
by Justice Benvenga is the dismis- 
sal of the case with prejudice and 
recovery of costs of the action set 
at $309. Plaintiffs were enjoined 
from representing that the dissi- 
dent organization headed by Fred 
Dale in Boston was ever part of 
AGVA. Group is enjoined from 
using the AGVA label, and that the 
board of the rump group was ever 
a legal part of the organization. 
Arthur W. A. Cowan, who repre- 
sented Matt Shelvey, former na- 
tional administrator, was enjoined 
from representing himself as hav- 
ing ever been an attorney for the 
|;union. Dissidents were also en- 
joined from representing that the 
| Associated Actors and Artists of 
America were without authority in 
firing Shelvey in 1947, and that the 
,\4A’s executive committee was 
|within its authority in represent- 
; ng AGVA during the time the 
| 4A’s was administrator for the per- 
| former union. Court also stipulated 
‘that the faction is prohibited from 
declaring that the 4A’s wrongfully 
conspired to seize control of 
AGVA, or that it had been wrong- 
fully administering the union’s 
affairs. 

Other Restrictions 

Dissidents were also prohibited 
from declaring that AGVA’s elec- 
tions and constitutions were in- 
valid or interfering with union’s 














e « . Nelson is perfection... 
Sippel, Billboard 
e « « Nelson's act is show stopping... 


e+» Wins awe from ringsiders. . 


Personal Management 















Reno—Riverside 
=f Casino 


® Las Vegas—Hotel El 
Rancho Vegas 


Will, Variety 


Daily Variety 


LOUIS W. COHAN 


All over the USA it's 


DANNY O'DAY, 


(The Mahogany Kid) 
Dynamically assisted by 


JIMMY NELSON 


With his new pal 
Humphrey Higsby 


& 
<—-" Chicago — Chez 
Paree and Edge- 


s Kansas City—Eddy's 


woter Beach 


Hotel 


Bookings: Wm. Morris Agency 










Toronto, Canada — 
Prince George 


(Continued on page 45) 
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New York—Ed 
Sullivan’s 
“Toast of The 
Town,” CBS- 
TV, 2 request 
performances. 

Roxy Theatre 

in March. 





Public Relations & 
Publicity: 
DOROTHY YOUNG 


203 N. Wabash Ave. Chicago 1, Ill. 
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Blue Room. N. 0. 


vide plenty of laughs. Chatter is 
clever and Evans’ technical stuff, 
including voice work, singing and 
handling of doll, is tops. He has 
a smooth delivery and an assured 
manner. Scores heavily. 

The DeMattiazis, an unusually 
fine act featuring “remote control” 
dancing dolls, net hefty returns. 
They have their novelty turn down 
to a science and work up a terrific 
illusion with a couple of large 
dancing dolls. The unique turn al- 











MARJIORIE 


GARRETSON 











ALEX STUDER 
At the Piano 


An Act That Is Rapidly 

Going to the Top... And 

Has What it Takes to 
Stay There 


Currently Headlining 
CLUB CHARLES 


Baltimore 


Opening Feb. 13th 


ALHAMBRA 
Cleveland 


Personal Management 


LOUISE MAURADA 
5 East 88th Street 
New York 


TRafalgar 46-4806 
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| most ; } 
‘fortunate that the illusion must be 
, bared after one 








stopped the show. It’s un- 


number, which 


prevents an encore. 


Skylar, who has many song hits | 


to his credit, wins the crowd from 


walkon, applause breaking out as | 
‘he opens with a medley of his own 


‘‘Amour,” 
Mucho” 
also does. some 
such as “Her 
Got Wet,” a 
Over the 
had the 
palm- 


included 
*“Besame 


These 
“Atlanta, Ga.,”’ 
and others. He 
amusing novelties, 
Bathing Suit Never 
calypso, and “You're 
Hills.” with lyrics that 
ringsiders laughing and 
pounding enthusiastically. 
Kathy Kearns, thrush with 
Long outfit, is attractive and 
the voice and personality to 
a song over. Band’s glee club 
trio also share in applause. 
Biz capacity when caught. 
Liuz. 


tunes. 


the 
has 
put 
and 





Roundup Rm.. Las Vegas 
(HOTEL EL RANCHO VEGAS) 


Las Vegas, Jan. 24 
Consta ce Moore, Tommy Dowd. 
Alphonse Berge & Co. (5), Cliff 
Ferre, George Moro Dancers (8), 


Henry Busse Orch 
no minimum. 


(13); no cover, 


First time in Las Vegas, thrush 
Constance Moore impresses with an 
of varied tunes, socked over 


array 
with top showmanship. Although 
radio and pic singer strikes no 


potent marquee risibility in local 
nitery orbit. turn here is pulling 
okay biz. Statuesque blonde strikes 


easy stance and stunning gowns 

make for smart, informal sesh. 
Quickie opener “That Certain 

Feeling” pivots into sly “Never 


Underestimate Pawer of Woman.” 
Rocking “Lullaby of Broadway” is 
gusto chanting. then softens into 
“Tf I Were a Bell.”” Does “I Love 
the Guy” smartly with followup 
“Lorelei” dished up neatly. Gets 
patrons to join in on “Shine On 
Harvest Moon,” then “Strutter’s 
Ball”’ with sock finish 

Tommy Dowd's pitchman patter 
to sell. sleight-oi-hand © strikes 
brash, amusing note. He beguiles 
ringsiders to work rope trick, dis- 
appearing $20 bill and vanishing 
birdcage, garnering plaudits. 

Alphonse Berge with femme 
assistant and three models, un- 
rolis yardage to clothe living 
mannequins rapidly. Tickles dis- 
taffers with creations of several 
type dresses, with gals parading for 
good applause. 

Cliff Ferre warbles lyrics design- 
ed to send customers frolicking 
toward casino. Line returns before 
Constance Moore stint with hip- 


, swinging hula, sparked by Marie 


Roe’s solo for breathtaking finish. 

Henry Busse orch provides com- 

petent backstopping and ably han- 
dies rhythms for interim dancing, 
Will. 

















FORE IT'S TOO LATE. 
PETITION AND MAIL 


REFERENDUM 


states that: 


members in good stand 
In accordance with this artic 
\lembers in good standing do he 


fross compensation of 


Form Your Own Committee 


Additional 


| ACT 


A.G.V.A. ATTENTION MEMBERS 


A.G.V.A. MEMBERS — READ CAREFULLY — THIS CONCERNS YOU 
AND THE 1°% TAX ON YOUR GROSS EARNINGS! 
GET YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS TO SIGN THIS 


Room 905—507 Fifth Ave., New York City, N. Y. 
Article XXII {Section 2) of the Constitution of A.G.V.A. 


The Board or the National Executive Committee 
shall upon the written petition of not less than 2,000 


Administrative Secretary, Order a Referendum vote. 


‘ote be taken on whether the assessment of 1% levied on the 
sro individual 
Mhis tax is in addition to your A.G.V.A. dues. 
that morally and ethically this tax should have been first pre- 
ented to the membership for their consideration. 


National Board did not do this and because we insist on our 
democratic right to vote on this issue, we now sign this petition 
for such vote. 

, Legibly State Your Local A.G.V.A. 

Write Your Name That Is on Your Branch 
AG.V.A. Capd, (Fill this in) 
_ 

MERLOT ETT CPT eet eee eee YT TrT (|) PPPUERCT TE Cree eee eeeees 
errr reer er reer etneees o0eeauaue (2) $0666 0606866060068 
Pra bike SW beg pare G24 e eee acme wanes ee a verre t Tee ore 


—Contact the Referendum Committee in New York for 


SIGN NOW BE- 
IT IMMEDIATELY TO: 


COMMITTEE 


ing filed with the National 


° 
‘le, we the following A.G.V.A. 
reby demand that a referendum 


members shall be continued. 
It is our opinion 


Because the 


and Spread This Nationaliy 


Petitions 














NOW \ 





| Pierre d’Angelo & Ana, 
| Abbott Dancers (10), Eddie O'Neal 
‘Orch (14); minimum $3.50, cover 


' superbly 


Empire Room, Chi 

(PALMER HOUSE HOTEL) 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Benzell, Jay Marshall, 


Mimi , 
Merriel 





This room is gradually becom- 
ing the top stronghold of enter- 
tainment here, due to the shrewd 
booking manipulations of producer 
Merrie! Abbott. Her present policy 
seems to be in mixing long-and 
short-hair packages alternately, 
each being pretty consistent one 
way or the other. Present bill 
headlining coloratura Mimi Ben- 
zell, is her most expansive gesture 
toward serious entertainment and 
it gets sock results. 

Miss Benzell is an _ attractive 
brunet whose selections are varied 


enough to get her across with all 
segments. Met star appears in a 


simple gown, working most of the 
stint on a platform and under a 
single spot. Singer is wise enough 


not to press too heavily” on 
operatic tunes. Only on “La 
Danza” and an aria from “La 
Traviata’ does she show olf her 


superb operatic piping, but these 
are contrasted effectively with 
light-classics as followups. She has 
a cute version of “Lo, Hear The 
Gentle Lark.” which is a_ broad 
burlesquing of opera singers that 
winds up as a hep treatment. Miss 
Benzell has a neat laugh-getter in 
a short turn around the floor with 
a hand-mike. Gal cajoles the older 
males at ringside, which is more 
of a surprise tactic than an origi- 
nal one, but it’s her most solid 
bit. Her closer, “Sweethearts,” 
prompts a beg-otr. 

Jay Marshall is a debonair comic 
who gets across in good fash- 
ion, Attired in tails, he 
speaks affluently and makes 
erudite sallies to the patrons. 


Only factor that mars his culti- 
vated posturing, though, is. the 
hoariness ot the gags. Marshall 


Whips through three routines, one 
using some magic, the other 
a ventro piece, using his hand as 
puppet, and the third, some 
ancient business about the Army. 
Fact that Marshall got across was 
due to his approach. With more 
effective material he'd be a top 
turn. 

Pierre d’Angelo and 
better than average terp team. 
They work smoothly in their four 
numbers, but fall flat with encore. 
On this, tne pair do a_ ballroom 
routine without music, which is 
neither effective nor novel. 
has a good number 
current French tunes, 


SO-sO0 


Ana are a 


gets 


which 


them a good hand. Merriel Abbott | 


dancers are featured in two pro- 
duction numbers, both of whicha 
have been too often repeated here. 
Both seemingly have been carried 
over from the last three shows, 
-with a change becoming almost 
imperative. Leon Leonardi backs 
for Miss Benzell and 
Eddie O'Neal conducts capably for 
the customer dancers. Mel. 


Painted KRm., Las Vegas 


(DESERT INN) 
Las Vegas, Jan. 23. 


Connee Boswell, Billy Vine, 
Lambarts (2), Johnny Bosworth, 
Arden-Fletcher Dancers (8), Carl- 


ton Hayes Orch 
minimum. 


(10); no cover, no 


Thrush Connee’ Boswell and 
comedian Biliy Vine share top bill- 
ing on this show. Individually, 
each is worth it, however, with 
Vine in deuce spot and Miss Bos- 
well in closing slot. Because of 
rule in local niteries, shows must 
be held to an hour so as not to 
keep biz away from casinos. Limit- 
ations cut into Vine's material giv- 
ing him the feeling of having to 
work in haste, and repenting at 
leisure. 

Miss Boswell, who is unquestion- 
ably master of solid building tech- 
nique, doesn't sulYer trom this cur- 
tailed factor. 

Forgotten at outset is her physi- 
cal handicap, when after’ being 
rolled onstage, she uncorks “Smile 





in Sunshine,” with good bounce 
tempo, slides into “Tennessee 
Waltz” for hefty palming. After 


intime patter segues into pop med- 
ley, including “One Dozen Roses,” 
“Amapola,” “Silent Love,” “Zip 
Doo Dah” and others for big re- 
turns. 

Doffs bouffant gown onstage 
while tossing out amusing patter 
to emerge in sequined stunner en- 
abling shift to piano for keyboard- 
ing of “12th St, Rag,” which wins 
cheers. Followup still at piano is 
ad lib sesh with Carlton Hayes orch 
jamming for rough and ready bar- 
relhouse “I Ain’t Got Nobody,” 
where husky piping and flashy 
pianistics set up fine beat. “Martha,” 
perennial Bosweil request, takes 
her off to an ovation. 

Vine gives out in warm manner, 
easy running gab taking in ring- 
siders for plenty kidding, sets up 


Team | 
in terping to! 


moderately 


“crying drunk” routine, garnering 
yocks all the way. Comic has facile 
vocal chords, controls them with 
ease for rich effects. Best of bits 
which had to be cut has comic 
walking down Broadway with Harry 


Richman, switching back and forth | 
‘from impresh to straight answers. 
| Does fine impresh of Jackie Miles, 


into Danny Thomas ‘“‘flat 
classic. Then Zero 
Windup is Jol- 


works 
tire in rain” 
Mostel “Durante.” 
son for sock finish. 

The Lambarts, male and femme 
acro-contortion duo, open bill with 
pretzelings atop tables, using gal 
as understander. Grab plenty mitts 
with terrif muscle control on one 
handstanders. Bowoff has prone 
femme flexing legs up and down 
while partner grips ankles in hand- 
stand. 

Johnny Bosworth emcees capably 
and exhibs good vocalizing for pro- 
duction numbers by Arden-Fletcher 
line. Well-stacked gals are lavishly 
costumed. Dish up two new rou- 
tines that are well received. Carl- 
ton Hayes’ batoneering tor shows 
and terping are standout. Capacity 
biz when caught. Will 


Colony. London 


London, Jan. 15. 
Mae Barnes with Garland Wil- 
son. Felix King and Santiago 


Lopez Orch; minimum $3.50. 


There is a growing public in 


London for the individual song 
style fashioned by so many col- 
ored vocalists. The pace was set 


by Rose Murphy, who had a good 


season at this cafe last summer, 
and subsequently bv Nellie 
Lutcher with a record-breaking 
vaude tour. 

Now Mae Barnes makes. her 
London debut, and her opening 
night sendoff left little doubt 
about the success of her stint. The 


customers called her back twice 
for encores. 

Dressed in a blue gown, as vivid 
as her personality, Miss Barnes 
plunges into her act without any 
preliminaries to sock ’em with “It 
Must Be Love” and continues with 
half-a-dozen or so other numbers. 
Each tune registers. with strongest 
reception going to “‘Laziest Girl in 
Town.” 

An integral part of the 
course, is piano-tapping 


act, of 
Garland 


Wilson, who played some of the 
London clubs in prewar days. His 
hot rhythm accompaniment sets 


the tempo for Miss Barnes, and his 
occasional vocal interpolations, 
Myro. 


Kl Casbah. K. ©. 
(HOTEL BELLERIVE) 
Kansas City, Jan. 24. 

Fisher & Marks, Joe Vera Orch 
(35); $1, $1.50 cover. 

Casbah has a change of pace in 
booking a comedy team to follow 
dates of singers and impressionists 
of recent weeks. Change apparent- 
ly is helpful as room is having a 
good run of biz, up 
somewhat from previous weeks. 
It’s first stint in town for Fisher 
and Marks, and their work is good 
enough to warrant a return. 

In customary manner Joe Vera 
leads off show with sparkling key- 





‘boarding on “Hallelujah,” and then 


turns floor over to comedy team. 
Their forte is to start with Fisher 
in straight monology, with Marks 
in role ot waiter interrupting from 
the floor. Brash waiter is soon on 
the floor heckling Fisher directly 
at the mike, one thing leads to 
another and pair are off on their 
wacky comedy routine. 

They intermix mimicry of film- 
sters, with emphasis on satirizing, 
record pantomimes, dancing and 
slapstick. 

Takeoff on the Andrews Sisters 
is a laugh-getter, as is satire of 
the Ink Spots, and songpatter ver- 
sion of “Sonny Boy.” They wind 
with fast terping, and hit all the 
way. Quin. 


| O'Cleck, Miami Beach 


Miami Beach, Jan. 28. 


Martha Raye, Ben Yost Royal 
Guards (5), Jackie Farrell, Leo 
Diamond, Frank Linale Orch; 


minimum $2.50-$3.50. 


The signs over this cafe now 
read Martha Raye'’s Five O'Clock 
Club, and with good reason, for 
return of the frenetic comedienne 
is again drawing turnaway crowds 
at a period of the year when the 
competition is keenest. 

There is no gainsaying the fact 
that Miss Raye, via her repeated 
longrun appearances here. fic 
built herself a tremendous follow- 
ing. Plussed by the transient vaca- 
tioners who are attracted via word 
of mouth, she’s money in the bark 
for the Schuyler operation. The 
act hasn’t been changed, except 
for addition of a potent version of 
“Black Magic” and probably it’s 
just as well, for they keep calling 
for her former numbers. Tees otf 
with “Great Day Coming, Manana” 

(Continued on page 47) 








PAUL GOLDIN 


(Anglo-French Hypnotist) 











Now In New York on short vacation 
desires to contact PROMOTER to road- 
show him through smaller towns, any 
section U.S. GOLDIN is expert SHOW 
MAN, does entire show alone, no 
stooges. Just completed nine months 
in treland. Terrific success. Big money: 
maker for go-getter who knows terri- 
tory. No risk; 50-50 basis. 


WRITE: 


PAUL GOLDIN 
50 Patterson Ave., 
Little Falls, N. J. 
Address: 


35, Edgwarebury Lane 
Edgware, Middlesex, England 


Permanent 














PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


HELD OVER 
William Penn 
STATLER HOTEL 
Pittsburgh 




















TRAVEL 


Drive yourself te Los Angeles, 
Calif., in a 1951 model car; share 
expenses. BEiment 5-4040 .. . 
Mr. Brady, Chicage. 




















FOR SALE 
Gas-driven generator, on 4-wheel trail- 


er, U. S$. Army Searchlight Unit, 16.5 
-A. D. C., almost new. 


VY & C Certified Welding Service 
201 W. Merrick Rd. Merrick, N. Y. 
Tel. Freeport 8-9116 
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Currently LOEW’S OHIO, Columbus 


OPENING FEB. 15 — CAPITOL, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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IBYL BOWAN 


ORIENTAL, 2nd WEEK 
Rep.: MILES INGALLS—JOE FLAUM 
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AGVA Raises $285 Ceiling on Benefits 
Top Acts to Get 1/7 of Set Salaries 


American Guild of Variety Art-+ 
ists has rescinded the $285 ceiling | 


on top performers playing benefit 


dates. Top figure was based on 
one-seventh of an arbitrary $2,000 
weekly stipend for the upper- 
salaried headliners. Henceforth, 


seventh of their regular weekly 
salary. Thus if Danny Kaye should 
play a charity show, he’d be getting 
one-seventh of $25,000, which he’s 
getting at the Roxy theatre, N. Y., 
or $3,571. 
be a saving inasmuch as Kaye 
would ordinarily get $7,500 or more 
for a single clubdate. Milton Berle 
would command a similar fee for a 
single show. 

Simultaneously, the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America are 
renewing a bid to AGVA to re- 
join Theatre Authority, the now 
dormant benefit control setup of 
the theatrical unions. Welfare 
funds of the various guilds, with 





| 


At that, it’s figured to | 


i shows. 


'AGVA Group Seeks 


the exception of AGVA, have been | 
hard hit since the variety perform- | 


er union walked out of TA. New 
bid includes a_ proposition that 
AGVA get 25% of the total take 
of benefits. 
that until TA gives AGVA $6,000 
which it claims due on 
held before it withdrew from TA. 

AGVA is still enlarging its wel- 
fare fund from benefits. Union gets 
5° of the talent budget on all af- 
fairs held where performers work 
at a one-seventh salary. 





Dennis Stretches 2 Weeks 
To 2 Years in Hub Spot 


Boston, Jan. 30. 
Don Dennis, singing m.c. at 
Steuben’s Vienna Room, 


Guild won't confer on | 


benefits | 





Cantor Cancels Concerts 


On Medico’s Advise 


Eddie Cantor has cancelled his 


I | two-day concert stand at the RKO 
nares will work on a straight one- | theatre , 


White Plains, slated for 
Feb. 8 and 9, on advice of his 
medicos. Comic has been told to 
take it easy for the next month or 
so and eschew activities other than 
his NBC-TV once every: four weeks 
show for Colgate. 

RKO spokesman declared that 
ticket sales for the theatre stand 
indicated a sellout for both his 





Referendum On 
Union’s 1% Tax Bite 


A committee of American Guild 
of Variety Artists members has 
been formed to combat the 1% 
salary tax which goes into effect 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Committee is 
seeking signatures on a petition to 
be presented at the meeting of the 
national board of the union meet- 


|ing next Wednesday (7) to rescind 


} 


,and Vie Lamont. 


| 
| 
| 


booked in originally for a two-week | 


stint, last week completed his sec- 
ond year at this spot. 


In addition to his nightly floor 


| 


| 
| 


the levy. 

Referendum committee includes 
Sid De May, Wini Shaw, Red But- 
tons, Danny Waldon, Lou Saxon 
Group is seek- 
ing a national referendum on the 


measure. 





Taylor Joins Yates 
Frank Taylor, head of the theatre | 


who was |and fair department of Joe Glaser’s | 


Associated Booking Corp., has re- | 
signed to join Charles V. Yates. | 
Yates left the Glaser office last | 
week to go on his own, and has | 


show stint, Dennis takes over as| opened N. Y. offices. 


greeter at Steuben’s 
night, Hub’s 
eating place. 


Cafe Mid- 
late night 


showbiz| ABC, has 
| setup. 


Steve Yates, who was also with 
also joined the new 


Opening Night Ringling 
Receipts for Baer Fund 


Opening night’s receipts of the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus will go to the Louise 
Baer Memorial Fund of the New 
York Heart Assn. 

Circus is slated to start it’s run 
at the Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y., April 4. 











Shelvey Faction 


uuu==- continued from page 43 
present officers in the conduct of 
AGVA’s affairs, or issuing checks 
in the name of the union. Faction 
was also directed to turn over any 
union properties to AGVA or in- 
curring liabilities or soliciting in 
the union’s name. Faction was 
also directed to turn over all prop- 





|erties and monies, and give an ac- 
|counting of all expenditures and 
| receipts. 


Attorney Martin J. Flan was ap- 
pointed by the court to act as re- 


|ceiver for the dissident faction to 


make an accounting of the affairs 
of the group. 


The judgment follows, by a few | 


weeks, the court’s decision in which 
an injunction to forbid the current 
AGVA administration from run- 
ning the union was denied. 

Curious part of the case is the 
fact that the dissident union started 
the action against the 4A’s, but 
wound up by having itself dissolv- 
ed as an illegal entity. For a 
couple of years, AGVA has had 
two Boston offices, one run by 
AGVA and the other by the dissi- 
dents. 

Justice Benvenga’s decision is 
expected to mark the end of 
Cowan’s efforts to reinstate Shel- 
vey faction in the union. 

The case is one of the costliest 
in the 4A’s history. Case was orig- 


|inally started in 1948 in New York. 


There were side suits in Boston 
and Philadelphia. The first deci- 
sion went against the dissident fac- 
tion because of a mixup in getting 
an attorney of record, and a stipu- 
lation was made which prevented 
Shelvey and a group of his adher- 
ents from ever participating in the 
union’s affairs. New case lasted 
through 28 courtroom days and to- 
tal cost of the action is said to ex- 
ceed $250,000. 





Shortage of Headliners May Cue 
Tab Productions for Niteries 





Russell Nype to Double 
Into Maisonette, N. Y. 


Russell Nype, juvenile lead in 
“Call Me Madam,” has been booked 
to double at the Maisonette of the 
St. Regis hotel, N. Y., starting Feb. 
20. 
only. Evalyn Tyner has been pact- 
ed for the dinner display. 


This is Nype’s first cafe date as | 


a single. He started in niteries as 
part of a singing team with Eliza- 
beth Cote after winning an amateur 
contest at One Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 


Cafe Op Nixes $500 
Weekly to Release Act 
To Mocambo, H’ wood 


Hollywood, Jan. 30. 
Wm. Morris Agency got turned 
down in a pitch to Mrs. Regina 
Villaudy, Bar of Music owner, to 
pay her $500 weekly to release 
Doodles & Spider, pantomime-and- 





phonograph act, for four weeks to | 
play the Mocambo on Sunset Strip. | 


She had booked the act, current 
at Drift Inn, Frisco, for 12 weeks, 
starting April 5. Mocambo boniface 
Charlie Morrison wanted the 
to play his spot first. 

Morris office asked Mrs. Villaudy 
for an okay, notifying her the act 
would get $1,000 per frame as com- 
pared to the $500 she would pay. 


She nixed it. Morrison then trekked | 
the cafe booked through April. 
act direct. When they asked her | 
she beefed to 


to Frisco in an effort to book the 


for permission, 
AGVA, which notified Morrison to 
lay off. Agency then offered to pay 
her $500 weekly if she’d release 
them for a four-weeker at Mocam- 
bo before going to the Bar. Still 
no dice, and act opens in April 
at the Bar. 


, Covington, Ky., 


| sometime 


+ With upbeat in cafe business, 


many bonifaces are now mulling 


the question of whether to attempt 
to sustain grosses with names or 
elaborate production. Decision is 
being made necessary because of 
the extreme shortage of topflight 
headliners and unavailability of 
many names who formerly toured 
the cafe circuits because of tele 


: ead ' commitments, 
He’ll play the midnight show | 


The Chez Paree, Chicago, which 
has been on a name standard for 
many years, is considering a unit 
idea. Negotiations are currently 
on for Lou Walters’ watin Quarter 
Revue to play that spot. This unit 
is currently at the Lookout House, 
and is slated ‘o 
play Earl Carroll’s theatre restau- 
rant, Hollywood. Reno and Las 
Vegas dates follow. 

Another unit slated to be 
in March 


cast 
is currently 


|lining up dates. Monte Proser, who 


act 


is casting a tab version of “Bil- 
lion Dollar Baby” is .ow lining up 
stands for a duplicate version of 
this show to tour cafes. Proser de- 
clares that 24 weeks for the unit 
will be accounted for shortly after 
he preems his N. Y. cafe around 
March 1. Bill Hammerstein, who 


,cast the road companies of the Rod- 


gers-Hammerstein shows, will pro- 
duce the tabs for Proser. Peggy 
Clark, who did the lighting and 
sets of the original legit produc- 
tion, will perform the same chore 
for this revue. 





Hover Busy Booking 
Hollywood, Jan. 30. 


Herman D. Hover, owner of 
Ciro’s nitery here, has shows for 


Following current stand of Fred- 
dy Martin’s orch, Hover has inked 
The Weavers, song-instrumental 


/act, and ventriloquist Jimmy Nel- 


son, to open Feb. 1. Janis Paige 
follows, followed by Lili St. Cyr. 
Also set, but with no definite open- 
ing dates, are Sophie Tucker, and 
Martin & Lewis. 
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Direction MCA 








TERESA BREWER 


Just Concluded 3 WEEKS 
VERSAILLES, New York 


COPA, Pittsburgh 


Opening FEBRUARY 15th 
ORIENTAL THEATRE, Chicago 


Opening MARCH 9th 
LAST FRONTIER, Las Vegas 





Personal Mgt. RITCHIE LISELLA 
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. WN. ¥ ‘accent novelty. 
aoaramounts Ne Xe | 2itaf he peasit maeny 
Fitzgerald, Harvey Stone, Condos Jack De Leon works hard at his 


“ ‘oy imitations and achieves results 
», Rus he. r 
tg egg Fn — ne Bate that are both authentic and dif- 


: ’ | ferent. Not all his material is top 

in Variety Dec. 13, °50. drawer, but there's enough of a 

Ti to be of the essence nucleus for a a ge “. 
ime seems to 0 > essence Uses background of effects o 

on ne pion emagene bill. ae on moppets to pull off a variety of 
; on this session are giving - takeoffs ies ialects. 

Se vieted’” eaetenenemene’ wocense | (eticts"oF doi"ts se scetlns’ ie 

house is doing a greater numbet signed to prove that “it’s the music 





of shows. The overall eifectiveness “they applaud.” He doesn’t quite 
of the stage show is hampered bY prove his point, but routine is 
this modus operandi. Reason is. Of, novel and well received. 


course, the Dean MartinJerry — phree Dees have some nice acro 
Lewis Par picture, “At War with! .o:- on bars and trapezes to open 
the Army.” ; show. There’s some nice team 
Booker Harry Levine lined work here. Lowe. 
up a good bill and each act makes 


has 





good impact within the allotted 

time. The comedy is by Harvey Michigan. Detroit 
Stone, playing his first stand at Detroit. Jan. 20 
this house, other sessions having Bill Lawrence, Maria Neglia. The 
been essayed at the nearby Cap! Reoachcombers (4%, Marshall Izen, 


tol theatre. Stone confines stint to 


, ,; Joe Forman, John Gergely, Jessica 
his GI routine, which is more perti- 


Haist, Billy Gilbert, Jerry Bressler 


nent today than it was during the orch (11): “Woman on Run” (U). 
peacetime period by virtue of cur- rset 
rent events. It looks like Stone i ae : " _ 7 
will make the grade as the Johnny « The Arthur Godfrey Talent 
Brrke of World War II Scouts received fair-to-middling 
Topper is Ella Fitzgerald. Negro Tesponse from a_ near-capacity 
, ‘ ies > ¢ , cde  « ‘ > aan ee 
singer was somewhat handicapped ee, at , show — poem 
bv her inability to build. “How | '<®). ‘he surprise star of the show, 
Hizh the Moon” and “My Heart although billed last, is Maria 
Crie rye You” ~~ stvlized effec- Neglia, whose facial gymnastics 
cheers and as an encore she Combined with deft handling ot 
e af) as c : , 
reprises the memorable “Tisket.” her violin earn her the biggest 
The Condos & Brandow tap team hand + . 
score. with good terp routines Johnny Gergely gets the show 
: 4 ’ ‘ a] ; , - « ; ~¢ 7 
and trumpet interludes. They've Started with expert banjo strum- 
worked up to the point where Mngs of ‘*Marcheta and Bye. 
thev're one of the more effective Bye Blues. Soprano Jessica Haist 
dance turns and appear to be per- follows with Cant Help Lovin 
fect for warming up an audience. That Man’ and “All The Things 
Sincer Russ Emery is under New You Are.” Her voice is pleasant 
Acts but she could use better material 
The Bovd Raeburn orch (14) —both in the type of song and the 
gets its chance at the start of dis- Style of her dress—to good ad- 





play but afterward is purely for vantage. = ‘ 
showbacking. And it does that Impressionist Joe Forman _ is 
effectively. Jose. average in impersonations of Boris 
P Karloff, Gary Cooper, James 
' Cagney and others. Forman is 
Seville. Montreal handicapped because he doesn't 
Montreal. Jan. 27. have the facile facial equipment 
Mad Caps (2), Cook Sisters (2), ™ hich would aid his good vocal 
Steve Beans. Seven Mar-Vels. affectations. His routine runs too 

Charioteers (5), Len Howard | !0ns. 
orch (7): “Three Weird Sisters” Interest hypoes with the ap- 
(EL) pearance olf petite, pretty and 
nicely-gowned Miss Neglia. She 
The Charioteers pinchhitting plays her first number, “Czardas.” 

7 ae > In 


straight. a quick change of 


for Fran Warren, who had to with- mood, she muggs gaily and effec- 


draw because of illness. come tively in her own version of “The 
through with a sock session that Canary.” She has the audience 
aaron = <m - riscongh Raps alternately laughing at her antics 
Smooth-working team does a DIS and applauding her craftsmanship. 
songfest on the closing spot, pick- “The 


: A Beachcombers” quartet— 
int up plenty of palniing for such three guys and & Hawatien miss—~ 


items as “A Kiss and a Rose,” ctick strictly to close harmony on 

Mumbles.” an Italian lullaby and “Maui Chant” for nice returns 
the usual pops. The Seven Mar- heir next two numbers, “Mandy” 
Vels, in the next to windup slot. ang “Skip to My Lou,” are replete 
impress with their slick teeter- 


with polished terping routines. 
Monologist Marshall Izen lam- 
poons Wagnerian opera, _inter- 
'spersed with piano footnotes, for 
plenty of laughs and a good send- 
off. Emcee Billy Gilbert gets fair 
returns for his sneezing routine. 
Topper Bill Lawrence sings “My 
Blue Heaven,” “Tennessee Waltz.” 
and “All My Lové” for good ap- 


board and balancing numbers and 
the work of the four male mem- 
bers of team is given visual boost 
by three decorative femmes. Com- 
edian Steve Evans scores with his. 
offbeat impression material, get- 
ting best reception for his interpre- | 
tation of different audience reac- 
tions and their laughter. Routine | 


give iti hoist when. ; . 
Pecks pgs Bi patrons | Plause. His gestures, however, give 
vookias ‘ “| the viewer the uneasy feeling of 


being executed by rote. The same 
mechanical quality is noticeable in 
his voice, too. Tew. 


Harmonica duo, the Mad Caps, 
do nicely with tunes ranging from 
“Peg O’ My Heart” to “One 
O'Clock Jump” mixing their reed-; 
ing with occasional comedy mo- | 
ments. The Cook Sisters keep at-. 
tention with their tap and vocal 
arrangements. Emcee chores are 
handled by Bruce Wendell and the 
house orch under the direction of 
Les Howard provides solid show 
backing. Newt. 





Palomar. Seattle 
Seattle, Jan. 18. 
The Pudaets (2), Gypsy Darlow, 
Andrews Twins, Nat (“King”) 
Cole and Trio, Ray Watkins house 
orch; “Once a Thief” (UA). 





Nat (“King”) Cole and Trio 
y iol. W raise this above the usual bill. 
Capitol, Wash. 'socking over their brand of 


|Syncopation for good returns. The 
Pudgets also score with their songs 
and dances presented via marion 
ettes topped by heads of ihe p=r- 
formers. 

The Pudgets open and_ score 
nicely with rendition of “All Be- 
cause You Kissed Me Goodnight,” 
a snappy Charleston routine, and 


Washington, Jan. 28. 

Will Mahoney, De Marco Sisters | 

(5), Jack De Leon, Three Dees; 
“Frenchie” (U). 


Capitol lineup is well balanced 
and bright. General effect is 
bouncy and young, with oldtimer | 


Will Mahoney, in headline slot. “The One I Love.” Pair use small 

adding to zestful quality of show.’ enclosed marionette stage for 
Mahoney walks on to bagpipe pleasing visual effect and draw a 

music, complete with kilts and big hand 

brogue, and brings immediate | Gypsy Darlow does sword bal- 

— bie eg warbling of ancing and juggling and goes over 
ere’s a Wee Bit of Scotch i ith 3 ; : a 

Me.” Humor of this lovable val pest Wie sasetae of torch, lit on 


both ends, on darkened stage. The 


$ on the gentle side, Andrews Twins, two personable 


and, though 


payces welcome him from start,! girls, put over some precision tap 
their enthusiasm builds with the routines and a syncopated flamenco 
act. Will terps and clowns sans. dance. 


music, then, from a sitting posi- 
tion, to which he’s fallen from one 
of his fancy twists, he reels off a 
few gags. Smash windup, the 
Mahoney specialty of terping atop 
an oversized xylophone, with both 
the foot work and the music!com- 
ing through whole, sends him off 
to hefty appreciation. 

The De Marcos, alumni of the 
Fred Allen airer, have a young 
and freshly different kind of sing- 
ing act. Sisters dress and act like 
a troupe of collegians, giving effect 
of wholesomeness. Nymbers are 
wiseiy chosen away from too well- 
travelled paths, and arrangements 


Cole and Trio open with “That's 
My Girl” with Cole socking over 
the vocal. He goes on to do “Times 
Out for Tears” and two record 
favorites, “Orange Colored Sky” 
and “Mona Lisa.” for good re- 
sponse. Bongo drummer Jack 
Costanzo does solo job on “Go, 
Bongo,” and Cole then tops the 
bill with sly and = appealinc 
“Calypso Blues.” Group bow off 
with zingy “Little Girl,” with 
crowd wanting more. 

Ray Watkins and house orch 
back acts ably, but have easier 
task than usual. Good house at 
first afternoon show. Reed. 


Gals use voices 


Capitol, N. Y. 
Lionel Hampton Orch (21) with 
Curly Hamner, Irma Curry, Janet 
Theurow, Danny Alexander, 
George Kirby; “The Enforcer” 
(WB) reviewed in Variety Jan. 24, 
*S1. 





Lionel Hampton is probably the 
only band remaining that follows 


precepts handed down during the. 


height of the swing craze, circa 
1936. His style is for youngsters. 
It's lusty, uninhibited, highly ex- 
pressive and full of the 
idioms that developed during the 
era when bobbysoxers pranced in 
the aisles. 

Whatever the oldsters may think 
of his style, he shows excellent 
musicianship, even though his 
gauge of audience 
evening shows isn't entirely in 
keeping with the standards of this 
era, when pianissimo stylings are 
more desirable. 

Hampton has an instrumentation 
of nine brass, seven reeds and 
four rhythms. When the brass is 
going in high gear, the youngsters 
are in a frenzy and more staid 
patrons cup their ears. He exhibits 
usual drive and showmanship and 
comes out ahead. 

Hampton has an 
lengthy show inasmuch 
liberal in amount of 
does and has _ hefty 


unusually 
as he’s 
numbers he 
amount of 


specialties in his crew. Most of the: 


outside talent aren't much better 
than stagewaits. Danny Alexander 
works feverishly at taps and rope- 
skipping, but there’s little in his 
turn to commend it. Singers Irma 
Curry and Janet Theurow are both 
highly stylized, but in an idiom 
that’s too esoteric for mass con- 
sumption. Curly Hamner makes an 
impression with his terps and jives 
around with Hampton with drums 
and gab for okay returns. It would 
probably have been better to get 
more recognized talent such as im- 
pressionist George Kirby. 
Hampton, of course, is superb 
with drum and vibe dynamics. He 
exhibits showmanship on these in- 
struments. The new arrangement 
ot “Flying Home” is probably the 
highlight of show. It provides a 
finale that leaves them applauding. 
The major in the display is Hamp’s 
arrangement of “Eili Eili” in which 
this religious piece is treated re- 


verently. José. 
Apolle. N. ¥. 
Erskine Hawkins Orch (15), 
Maxine Sullivan, Rosebud, Bobby 


Whaling & Yvette, Pigmeat, Clark 
Bros. (2); “Young Daniel Boone” 
(Mono). 


Show at the Apollo this week, 
headlining Erskine Hawkins’ orch 
and Maxine Sullivan, packs enough 
name value to make for healthy 
b.o. Furthermore, Miss Sullivan's 
appearance marks her return to 
the house after an absence of nine 
/years, which should contribute to 
bill’s draw power. Her turn dis- 
plays to good advantage the talents 
that kept her touring here and 
abroad: straightforward delivery 
with no obvious. styling  con- 
trivances, effortlessness throughout 
her vocal range, relaxed, unpre- 
tentious stage presence, and the 
_ ability to instill lift into her de- 
‘liveries. Every item is in the rhythm 
‘department, her medley 
| Sisting of “Cry, Little Buttercup,” 


“Surprise Party,” her standard 
“Loch Lomond” and the encore 
“St. Louis Blues.” 


Hawkins’ crew, neatly uniformed 
‘and featuring five reed, three 
{trombones, four trumpets and 
three rhythm, ride through sizzling 
instrumental arrangements _ that 
feature plenty of the maestro’s ex- 
pert an 
one opportunity is offered for a 
vocal chorus, and that in the mid- 
‘point medley, when pianist Ace 
Harris handles the lyric of ‘Ten- 
nessee Waltz” in the style featured 
/on the Hawkins’ disk. Despite the 
almost unrelieved sameness of 
/high-tension delivery, the band 
'scores solidly from its teeoff 
“Humoresque” through its final 
medley of tunes, ‘Tippin’ 
“After Hours” and “Tuxedo.” 
Drummer Lou Chris is given an 
opportunity to manipulate a couple 
of trick sticks, at one point blind- 
fo'ded, in “Drumboogie.” 

For balance and pace, 
show features, in the terp depart- 
ment, Rosebud, with a torrid turn 
on the burley side, only slightly 
more covered. and the Clark Bros. 
(2), with smooth straight steps 
that don’t register too well with 
the audience, and acrobatic didoes 
that fare better. 

Comedy segment, a little raw in 
spots, features Pigmeat, assisted by 


George Wiltshire and _ Vivian 
Harris, and draws its quota of 
laughs, although a bit, involving 
a modified sirip, is overlong in 
reaching its telegraphed payoff. 


Uricyecle act, Bobby Whaling and 
Yvette, is a successful blending of 
tension and laughs, Although open- 
ing comedy routine of the appar- 


ently inept cycler and the collaps- | 


musical | 


values at the! 


con-, 


expressive trumpet. Only , 


In,” ! 


rest of, 


| ing bike is familiar by now, team 
clicks by maintaining its light 
‘touch as the tricks increase in 
| difficulty. 

| Backing of the band is solid and 
' sympathetic throughout the Dill, 
| particularly during the stint of 
house amateur contest winner, 
'Gloria Smith, who sings “Foolish 
| Heart’”’ with an at-times uncontrol- 
_able vibrato and signs of nervous- 
ness. 





Gayety, Mont’l 
Montreal, Jan. 27. 

| Shirley Haywood, Young & Kaye, 
Tommy Moe Raft, Lillette, Tatali 
| Girls (4), Earl William, Monsieur 
Choppy & Co., Carole Leclaire, Jan 
Rubini, Masonettes (12), Will 
Skinner orch (7). 


Following a five-week layoff, the 
Gayety opened Saturday (27) with 
its regular two-a-day vaude policy. 
Only change in general routining 
from other shows is the addition 
of the Masonettes, six hoofers and 
six showgirls. 

House manager Tommy Conway 
has assembled a neat package for 
his first ’51 effort, but general fast 
pace and slick routining is missing, 
due in some ways to the absence 
of a fast-talking emcee-comic who 
can usually pull a revue of this 
kind together and fill the awkward 
breaks between acts. Opening spot, 
following a breezy cancan session 
by the Masonettes, goes to acro- 
dancer Shirley Haywood, whose so- 
so performance is saved by a neat 
figure. Comedics by Young and 
Kaye draw yocks with their burley 
approach but material in second- 
half appearance on television is 
indifferent and needs trimming 
throughout. 


Violinist Jan Rubini adds the 
cultural note with some sock fidd- 





Palace. N. Y. 

The Quinlans (2), Alan Shack- 
ner, Danny Shaw, Martez & Lucia, 
Lillian Shelby, Ken Whitmer, 
Gloria Gilbert, Buck & Bubbles, 
Don Albert house orch; “Kansas 
Raiders” (U). 


A blend of youthful turns with 
a trio of veterdn acts adds up to 
fair entertainment at the Palace 
this week. In line with the house’s 
modest budget policy the layout is 
weak on marquee names. However, 





'an attempt is made to cash in on 


appearances of half the bill on 
Robert Q. Lewis’ CBS-TV shows at 
one time or another. 

But the show's punch primarily 
stems from the oldtimers’ work, 


| Gloria Gilbert, in next to closing, 


ling, drawing plaudits for his ren-, 


dition of “I Hear You Calling Me.” 
Monsieur Choppy supplies. the 
novelty twist as he rapidly draws 
grotesque faces on the backs of 
four scantily-clad showsgirls, finish- 
ing them off with exaggerated hats 
and costumes. 

Tommy Moe Raft scores in his 
first solo offering with some glib 
patter offset by a trumpet sequence 
that would have been more effec- 
tive with better support from the 
pit band. His second try, assisted 
by dancer Shirley Haywood, who 
does the straight sides, appeals to 
the payees with the heavy inuendo 


and obvious situations that de-| 
velop. Pianist Lillette does a fast 
bit at the concert grand showing 


most talent when she stays on a 
jazz kick and ignores the classics. 


Stripper Carole Leclaire makes 
two appearances, at the end of, 
the first, stanza and again in the 
finale, but the usual bumps and 
grinds are missing due to local 
censors’ frowns. Earl Williams 
makes for easy listening with a 


group of ballads and musicomedy 
tunes and adds vocal support to 
the wavering routines by the 
Masonettes, who should lose their 
uncertainty after the first few 
shows. Newt. 


Oriental. Chi 


Chicago. Jan. 25. 
Sisters (2), The Szonys 
(2), Sibyl Bowan, Continentals 
' (6), Sherman Hayes Orch: “At 
War With the Army.” (Par). 


Nelson 


While the main draw 
layout is the Martin and Lewis 
film, “At War With the Army,” 
booker Charlie Hogan has come up 





in this 


with solid stage fare. Show runs 
a bit short, about 40 minutes, with- 
out customary band number but 
it’s well-paced. 


Nelson Sisters, shapely gals, are 
a strong opener with their trapeze 
routine. Besides some fine hand- 
to-foot swing catches, duo do neat 
head twirls. Sock climax is the 
rapid spin over the bar. 

The Szonys click with terrific toe 
work in classic ballet session. 
Brother and sister team project 
sensational lifts and toe twirls. Off 
to solid hand. 

Siby! Bowan scores with impres- 
sions. Tees off with satire on an 
opera singer, then switches to a 
lament of a maid. She gets into 
the more familiar items, Mary Mar- 


tin singing “Honeybun” and 
follows with slightly salted Bea 


Lillie lyrics. Winds strongly with 
her standard Eleanor Roosevelt 
Girl Scout number. 

Jack Catheart returns with his 
well trained male vocal quintet to 
hit the target with nifty group 
harmonizing. After the special in- 


scores handily with her toe terp- 
ing and familiar “human-top” 
spins. Preceding her is Ken Whit- 
mer. Virtually a one-man band, he 
plays a half-dozen instruments in 
sock fashion and winds strongly 
with a stirrihg trumpet impresh of 
Clyde McCoy's “Sugar Blues.” 
Buck & Bubbles, vet Negro comics, 
close the sesh with their songs, 
hoofing and ‘88ing. Team nets a 
hefty salvo. 

Ralph and Kathleen 
roller skating is a 
Working on a small rink, male 
whirls his mate in some standard 
lifts and spins. For a novelty the 
duo contrib a few routines in 
luminous garb against a darkened 


Quinlan's 
good opener. 


stage. It's an effective scene. 
Four Robert Q. graduates are 
Alan Shackner, harmonica artist; 


Danny Shaw, comic specializing in 
pratttalls; Martez & Lucia, acro- 
batic turn. and songstress Lillian 
Shelby. Spotted in the deuce, 
Shackner shows a fine mastery of 
the harmonica. But mixing a little 
dialog into his stint would be a 
welcome change of pace. As the 
act now stands, he sticks to the 
mouth-organ exclusively. 

Shaw tosses off a welter of 
somersaults and handstands but 
does best with a caricature of a 
bus-rider cursed with a seat over 
the wheel. Martez & Lucia click 
with their well-done hand-to-hand 
balancing. Lillian Shelby is re- 
viewed under New Acts. Don AIl- 
bert’s house orch backs the show 
nicely. Gilb. 





Casino. Toronto 
Toronto, Jan. 27. 
Borrah Minevitch Harmonica 
Rascals (6), Harvey Grant, The 
Appletons (3), Lee Marks; Jesse, 
James & Cornell, Bob Goodman, 
Archie Stone house orch; “Chain 


Gang” (Col), 

With Harvey Grant as disclick 
singer providing the only lull in 
the proceedings’, current package 
is a 65-minute pandemonium 
throughout and one of the most 


rousing bills seen here in several 
wecks. It opens with Lee Marks for 
his swift juggling routines and 
then for his rope-skipping aboard 


a huge ball which he maneuvers 
around stage and then up and 


/down a teeter board. Then hurling 


| themselves 


! 


; 


‘tro with “Continental” guys get 
‘laughs with the byplay as Bob/' 
Garsen scores’ with whistling) 


“Flight of the Bumblebee.” Some- 
what 
tunes from “Wizard of Oz.” which 
gets nice reception. “Sheik of 


off the beaten path is the) 


Araby” is also a yock-puller with | 


hokey lyrics. For a fast closer Ben 
Cruz picks up the tempo with 
“Cumanchero.” Catheart does an 
admirable job on the pianoing. 
Sherman Hayes orch backs show 
briskly. Zabe, 


| rousing 


onstage are Jesse, 
James & Cornell, three agile tap 
and acrobatic dancers, notable for 
their speed, cross-stage leaps, and 
their ever-present whirling trays 
on wands. Both acts go over to a 
reception and customers 
warmed up for appearance of 
Harvey Grant, tenor, in a beg-off 
set that, when caught, included 
“Can't Give You Anything but 
Love.” “The Night Is Young,” ‘Do 
I Need You” and “Sorrento.” 
Mavhem commences again with 
The <Appletons, man and_ two 
shapely gals. in a full-stage bistro 
set. for a triple apache adagio 
Which swiftly develops into a hair- 
pulling contest between the blond 
and brunet. with frenzied table- 
tossings. shots and knife-throwings, 
and ending with one girl being 
heaved through a “plate glass” 
window in a final battle royal. Sore 
stomach muscles from laughter get 
another beating with the arrival 
of the Borrah Minevitch Harmoni- 
ca Raseals in which the diminutive 
Johnny Puleo is on the receiving 
end of further mayhem at the 
hands of the comrades, unti] their 
smash diapason finish of “Peg o° 
My Heart” to one of the lustiest 
ovations heard in the Casino in 
several moons. McStay. 


Chicago. Chi 
Chicago. Jan. 26. 
Tommy & Marqot Conine, Mar- 


tin Bros. (2), Jack E. Leonard, 
Ink Spots (5). Louis Basil Orch; 
“Tomahawk” (U), 


Current bill needs some trim- 
ming, evidenced by slight lag, 
which had first show running over 
an hour. With a little tightening 
it shovld run much better. 

Leading off is the vonthful tap 
team of Tommy and Margot 
Conine who get a neat hand for 
their fast work interspersed with 
some runnine gags. Male takes 


, over for a solo session, byt strong- 


(Cont.nued on page 53) 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JANUARY 31 





Numerals In connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


in parentheses Indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco) (!) independent) 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll) (T) Tivoli: (W) Warners 


(WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 1 

L Hampton Ore 

George Kirby 

Curley 


Danny Alexander 
Music Hall (1) 1 
Arthur Rubin 


Bran Hilda Rogue 
Patricia Drylie 
Harold Barnes 
Rudy Cardenas 
Mark Dawson 
Hilda Dodge 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Palace (R) 1 
Claudia Pinza 
Dior Dancers 
Guy Marks 
Ben Beri 
3 D’s 
Trumpet Twins _ 
2 to fill 
Paramount (P) 31 
Boyd Raeburn Ore 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Harvey Stone 
Condos & Brandow 
Russ Emery 
Roxy (I) 31 
Danny Kaye 
Yma Sumac 
Dunhills 
Bairds Marionettes 
Strand (W) 2 
Vic Lombardo Ore 
Berry Bros 
Denise Darcel 
Joey Bishop 
BOSTON 
Boston (R) 31 
Jack Carson Show 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (L) 1 
Louis Prima Ore 


George De Witt 
Martin Florenz 


CHICAGO 


Chicago (P) 2 
Ink Spots 
Jackie Leonard 
Martin Bros 
T & M Conine 

Oriental (1) 
6 Continentals 
Sybil Bowman 
Szonys 
Nelson Sis 


Regal (P) 2 


MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 31 
4 Angels 
Tony Marks 
Mary Kaye 3 
Henny Youngman 
Eddie Fisher 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Radio City (P) 2 
| Ames Bros 
| Janis Paige 
Jerry Colonna 
| Tong Bros 
| Evans Family 
ROCKFORD 





| Palace (1) 2-4 

| Lewis & Nola 

| Hustrie Sis 

Karhl Wayne 

Karl Wayne 

| 4 Songsmiths 

Walter Walter’s Jr 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 1 

Burns Twins & 

| Evelyn 

Don Henry 3 

Clifford Guest 

Kay Starr 





AUSTRALIA 


MELBOURNE 


His Majesty’s (1) 29 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 
Elimar 

Devine & King 
Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 

Marika Saary 
Wim De Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
Alice Bronimann 
Cissy Trenholm 


Tivoli (i) 29 


John Calvert 
Ann Cornell 


Maurice Colleano Co 
Horrie Dargie 4 

| James Cardwell 
Romanoft 3 


Tivoli (1) 29 


M & H Nesbitt 
Wally Boag => 
Babs Mackinnon 
Marquig & Family 
Detroy 
Illeana Sazova 
Bob Murray 
Eugene’s Flying 
Ballet 
Celebrity 8 





BRITAIN 


BLACKPOOL 

Palace (i) 29 
Bobby Breen 
D Hector & B Byrd 
Granadas & Peter 
Rex Ramer 
Walter Niblo 
Fred Lovelle 
Marie de Vere 3 
Douglas Francis 


Empress (1) 29 
Lesters Midget Rev 
CHELSEA 


Palace (i) 29 
Hegarths Puppets 
Alfred Marks 
Fredericas Pets 
Baldwin & Castile 


Max Miller 

Morris & Cowley 
Denvers 

Leslie Lester 
Charles Hague 
Alfred ee 
Bartlett & Massey 
K Kortz & Eugene 
EAST HAMPTON 


|j}Lowe & Ladd 

|3 O’Doyle Bros 

FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 29 

Vic Oliver ) 

Steve Conway 

Bergman & Boros 


Dorothy cast 
D y Caston 
Sylvia Campbell 
Maureen Power 
Douglas Argent 
Ernie Brooks 

Betty 


L Rayner & 
I & S Davis 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 29 
Macari Serenaders 
Leslie Sarony 


Morris & Cowley 
Goesee Williams 
Kodell 


e 

Cottrell Bros & 
Margarite 

Val & Monty 

Gretchen Maids 

Elsie Monks 

Van Mack 

Joe 

| Larry Macari 
Max Bacon 


Metropolitan (1) 29  Dolinoff & Raya Sis 


Bill Kerr 
Eric James 
Sereno & Joy 
Palace (i) 29 
Vera Lynn 
Norman & 
Olgo 
Harvards 
Dresser & Dale 
F & L Preston 
Krandon & Karna 
Billy Maxam 
Angelos 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 29 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Anne Shelton 
Jack Daly 
Rex Ramer 
Amar & Alana 
Elizabeth & Collins 


Ladd 


PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 29 
Annell & Brask 
E & D Waters 
Jimmy James Co 
Madge Kent 
Peter Cavangh 
Barclay Sis 
Laurie Watson 
Martell Sis 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire ($) 29 
Curly Jay 
Montmartre Duo 
10 Parisienne Mod’ls 
St Denis & Beryl 
Sylvia Ross 
Suma Lamonte 
Irene Johnson 
| Lyn Allen 
| Goeffrey De Vere 
| Les Morgan 
Syd Shields 





J Palmer & Doreen; Danny Keen 


CANADA 
MONTREAL Joe Krebs 
Gayety (1) 29 | Maude Marly 


Jan Rubin 

Monsieur Choppy 

Tommy Raft 

Young & Kaye 

4 Tatali Girls 

Lillette 

Earl Williams 

Shirley Harwood 

Carole Leclaire 

Masonettes 

Will Skinner Ore 
Roxy (1) 29 

Lynn Paige 


| Johnny Russell 

| Roxettes 

| Toto Co 
Ti-Zeph Co 
Arthur Griffith 

| Seville (1) 29 
; Charioteers 

; Steve Evans 

| Mad Caps 

| Cook Sis 

7 Marvels 

Bruce Wendell 
Len Howard Ore 


Sherman Hayes Orc | 


L Jordan Ore, Rev | 
} Connie Anderson 


Guus Brox & Myrna | 





] 


| Henry Jerome Ore 


| Lota 











Cabaret Bills 


F. Alvares Ore 
Havana-Madrid 

Steve Murray 

Tony Bari 

Nana Ramon 

Jerry Cooper 

Pupi Campe Ore 

Little Ctub 

Ernie Warren Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 

Sylvia Miles 

Larry Laurence 

Downey & 

Fraze] Webster 


Old Knick 
Geene Courtney 
Sid Marion 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Radio Aces 
Buster Burnell] 
Marusia Sava 
Alverda 
Juliette Koka 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 

Park Ave 
Gloria Elwood 


La Martinique 
Ben Blue 
Richard Hayes 
Sid Fields 
Roberta Lee 
Whiporwills 
Teddy Hale 
Ralph Font Ore 
Val Olman Ore 

Latin Quarter 
Moore & Lessy 
Sarah Ann McCabe 


konville | Wences 


Christiani Troupe 

Mila Raymon 

Vikings 

Nirska 

Genia Mel 

Wilson Morrelli 

Calvin Holt 

Art Waner Ore 
Le Ruban Bleu 

Joyce Indig 

Hugh Shannon 

3 Riffs 

Ronnie Graham 

Norman Paris 3 

Julius Monk 





ote 
Park Sheraton 





Scotty Graham 
Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Hotel Ambassador | 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel 
Mischa Raginsky O 
Hotel Edison 


Hotel New Yorker | 
Ray Robbins Ore 
Carol Lynne 
Farrar & Carter 
Sid Krofft 
Johnny Kirby 
Hotel Pierre 
Denise Darcel 
Fosse & Niles 
Stanley Melba Orc 
Manuel] Jiminez Ore 
Habibi 


Bracha 
Hillel & Aviva 
Mort Freeman 
Leo Fuld 

El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Ore 

Leon & Eddie’s 

Eddie Davis 
Louise & Harris 
Peggy O'Neil 
Holden Ders 


Jose Melis 3 | 


| Mimi Warren 


Ernestine Holmes 
Hotel Plaza 


| Herb Shriner 
Biltmore | Yvette 

| Nicholas Matthey 
| Mark 
| Dick La Salle Ore|§ Mins. 


Monte 


Motel Roosevelt 


| Bernie Mann Orc 


Hotel St. 
Julie Wilson 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Horace Diaz Ore 

Hotel Shelbourne 
Carol Blaine 
Harding & Moss 

Hotel Statier 
Frank Carle Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Versaities 
Mindy Carson 
Johnny Coy 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Tex Fletcher 
Jane Abel 
Peter Rubino 
Village Vanguard 
Phil Leeds 
Clarence Williams: 

Waldorf-Astorie 

Liberace 





Kenny Davis 
La Commedia 
Jo Hurt 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Patsy Abbott 
Norma Lee Doggett 
Joe) Friend 
Ray Hyson 
Henry Brandon Orc 

Chez faree 
Stan Grover 
Richard France 
Lucille Barnett 
Sonny Howard 
Paul Gilbert 
Paul Steffen Decrs 
Chez Adorables 
Luba Malina 
Di Gitanos (@) 
Pancho Orc 
Cee Davidson Ore 

Paimer House 
Mimi Benzell 
Jay Marshall 
P d’Angelo & Ana 
M Abbott Dcrs 
Eddie O’Nea) Ore 
Helsings 
Georgie Gobel 
Jayne Walton 
Billy Chandler Ore 
Hotel Bismarck 
Norman Martin 


Ambassador Hotel 

Jane Pickens 

Georgie Tapps 

Eddie Bergman Orc 
Biltmore Hotel 

Bob Williams 

Frakson 

Barbara Perry 

Paycees (2) 

Russ Morgan Ore 


Desert inn 
Billy Eckstine 
Carlton Hayes Ore 

El Rancho Vegas 
Nellie Lutcher 

Lest Frontier Hote! 
Carmen Cavallaro O 


Landre & Verna 
Emil Coleman 
Mischa Borr Ore 


Trude Adams 
Lee Morgan 
Johnny Alladin Ore 


H Edgewater Seact | 


Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Dorothy Hild Ders 


Hotel Stevens 


Skating Ryles 
Arnold Shoda 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 
Mac. MacGraw 
Reed Williams 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Skating Blvdears 
Jo Barnum 
Jack Spoons 
Chordmen (4) 
Buddy Rust 
Bill Perry 
Leighton Noble Ore 
Vine Gardens 
Myron Cohen 
Carter Sis (2) 
| Minda Lang 
Susan King 
‘Mel Cole Ore 








LOS ANGELES 


| Ciro’s 

Martha Stewart 

| Blackburn Twins 

| Lindy Doherty 

| Geri Galian Ore 

Dick Stabile Ore 
Mocambo 

Kay Thompson 

Latin-Aires 

Eddie Oliver Ore 


LAS VEGAS 


Maurice & Marya 
Al Donohue Orc 


Thunderbird Hote! 


|The Weavers 
| Sonny Howard 
Al Jahns Ore 








New 





Aets 








Songs 
35 Mins. 


Latest 


lucrative Frenct 


here 











NEW YORK CITY 


Birmene 
Geo Shearing Ore 
Dizzy Gillespie 

Bive Angel 
Pearl Bailey 
Tony & Eddie 
Stuart Ross 
Paula Drake 
Eadie & Rack 
Page Cavanaugh 3 
Harold Cooke 

Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Joan Shaw 
Ghostley & Wood 


, Norene Tate 

| Reginald Bean 

| Garland Wilson 
cafe Society 

Josephine Premice 

Jackie Paris 

Cliff Jackson 

Phil Napoleon Ore 

| Copacadane 

Frankie Laine 

Betty 


& Jane Kean 


Harrison & Patricia 


M Durso Ore 
Regina Price 
'Sonny Callelo 


Montmartre last 


Although Mlle. Delyle, already es-| 
tablished in this country through 
her many diskings, picked up a 
sock reception on opening night, 
general showmanship, appearance 
and song catalog need hypoing to 
bridge the gap between a record- 
ing studio and a big, brassy layout 
such as the Montmartre. 

Offerings for the most part are 
‘of the ballad nature—‘Under the 
May Sun,” “The Bridges of Paris” 
i Chantoosie han- 
dles everything in much the same 
\tempo but manages to avoid the 





and “For Him.” 


in Montreal is 
Delyle, who opened the refurbished 


LUCIENNE DELYLE 


Montmartre, Montreal 
chirper to 
Parisian boites for a try at 


desert 


1-Canadian 


Wednesday (24). 


, gestures usually associated with | 
| this type singer, “It’s Not Normal,” 
| about midway through session, 
| gives things a lift, and a number | 
| by Roche and Aznavour called “It’s 
,a Guy” picks up plaudits. | 
| With a general overhaul in song! 
selection, a more stylish wardrobe | 
-and better routining, gal would, 
have definite possibilities. ‘ion 
ewt. 





LILLIAN SHELBY | 

Songs 

Nine Mins.; One 

Palace, N. Y. 
Lillian Shelby is a _ statuesque | 

brunet who shows a fine command 

of musical comedy airs. Attrac- | 





tively garbed, she warbles such 
numbers as “Wunderbar” and a/| 


medley of Sigmund Romberg favor- | 
|ites. Formerly a member of sev- | 
eral out-of-town operetta com- 
panies and with varied experience 
on radio and TV behind her, song- 
stress reveals a good soprano voice. 

But in making her vaude debut | 
at the Palace, Miss Shelby seems 
a trifle too tense and reserved. A 


| basso, a 





5 O’°Cloek, Miami Beach 
then hits with her clowning of 
calypso “Feet’s Too Big For The 
Bed.” Then “Mr. Paganini’ with 
plenty of breakup bits with her 
pianist, audience and orch for 
steady stream of yock’s. Returns 
for that “Song Of The Sword,” 


nish. 

Yost has come up with a” strong 
song unit for this session. They 
garner plaudits with their bravura 


renditions of an operatic medley, 


“Ol Man River” featuring the 
“South Pacific’ medley 
and a vocal tribute to the South. 
In full operetta type regalia, ‘they 
add color and punch to the pro- 
ceedings. Jackie Farrell is a new 


hereabouts. Lad shows possibili- 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 





Birdland, N. Y. 
George Shearing Quintet, Dizzy 
|Gillespie orch (6); $2.50 mint- 

mum, 98e general admission. 


| The only jazz spot currently op- 
erating on Broadway, Birdland is 
making a strong pitch for the afi- 


| with the Yosts group, for wham cianados via the billing of the top 


names. Current layout follows form 
with two standout names in the 
“progressive” musical _ idiom, 
George Shearing and Dizzy Gilles- 
pie, alternating on the bandstand. 

This is home-ground for the 
Shearing quintet, which gets heavy 
plugging on the airlanes from disk 
jockey Symphony Sid, who origi- 
nates his show from the rear of 
this spot. A serious musician, 


| fane ; in ; . = : , 
|face among the comic contingent Shearing paces his crew through 


intricate, sophisticated rhythmic 


| ties, though some of his routine | patterns that are unequalled in the 


little more vivaciousness, plus use 
of an occasional pop tune in her 
repertaire, would make her stint 
more showmanly for patrons in this 
visual medium. When these minor 
flaws are overcome she’ll be logical 


| is weak. The patter contains plenty | field. Shearing himself is solid both 
| of new lines, but some of them ag pianist and as emcee, although 
aren't punchy enough to raise the some of his quips are suffering 
_laughs. Works smoothly and tim- from _ over-repetition.. Latest 
| ing is okay. Handles his song ideas change in the crew’s personnel, in- 
well and winds with a bit at the cidentally, has Al McKibbon re- 


| material for class cafe dates and/or 
| legit musicals. Gilb. | 


|RUSS EMERY 
Songs 


| Paramount, N. Y. | 
| Russ Emery, who has appeared | 
|on radio, looms a good bet for vo- | 
|Calist spot on a vaude or vafe bill. 
|He has a strong bary and a good 
sense of interpretation, as well as 


| piano “That’s My Desire,’ to earn 
good enough reception. Leo Dia- 


; mond tees off show with his har- 
/monicaing. The topper gets them, | 


consisting of an odd and funny 
array of birds and assorted charac- 
ters, all of them utilized in a Spike 
Jones type of arrangement. Frank 
Linale and his ork are fine on the 
show backing. Lary. 


Flame Room, Mpls. 
HOTEL RADISSON) 


bass. 
the 


Levy on 
neatly into 


placing Jackson 
McKibbon fits 
quintet’s style. 
For a change of pace, Gillespie, 
backed by four rhythm sidemen 
and a saxman, belts out a jumpier 
repertory with his virtuoso trum- 
pet dominating. Gillespie also plays 
piano on occasion and tops his dis- 
play of versatile showmanship with 
a session on the bongo drums in an 
| Afro-Cuban number. At all times, 
'moreover Gillespie clowns in a 


good stage demeanor. 

Emery essayed an exceedingly 
short stint at the Paramount, but 
did manage to impress with his de- 
livery. Especially good is _ his 
“Black Magic” which he does with 
the necessary pash. His three num- 
bers are neatly done, but because 
of the hurried*nature of the stage- 
show, he didn’t have the time to 
build to maximum audience reac- 
tion. Jose. 





Unit Review 











Magie Revue 
London, Jan. 24. 


Bernard Delfont presentation of revue 


Minneapolis, Jan. 27. | subtly wry style that’s consistently 

Evelyn Knight (2), Eddie Cam-| good for laughs. Joe Carroll, Gil- 

den Orch (8); $1-$1.50 cover, $3.50 | lespie’s vocalist, also hits with his 
minimum, scat-styled bebop vocais. Herm. 





| Pe eee es 
| Seeing lovely Evelyn Knight in| Minneseta Ter... Mpls. 
‘person again brings this smart | (HOTEL NICOLLET) 


|room’s patrons pleasure dividends | Minneapolis, Jan. 27. 
in addition to the delights afforded' Beatrice Kay (2), Cecil Golly 
|by her beguiling stylistic song Orch (12) with Mildred Stanley; 


| artistry that has made many of her ¢}-$]: over: 50 minimum. 
| disks bestsellers and also won her ae oor Bosses 

radio and TV fans. With this Minnesota Terrace en- 
This third Flame Room engage- gagement, boisterously amusing 
|ment proves a repetition of the singing comedienne Beatrice Kay 
previous clicks. It’s a bewitching | completes the rounds of Minne- 
exhibition of pop thrushing by a apolis’ three top supper clubs, her 
stunning personality. Socking | other local engagements having 
through a dozen numbers, many of | been at the Hotel Radisson Flame 
| them old favorites, she whips up @| Room and the late Club Carnival. 


in two acts, with Kalanag & Gloria, Floris | high degree of enthusiasm and has She’s the same riot in this class 


& Helene, Ira Vadi, Duo Mayeux, Theo} diffic , , ; 
Knobel and “< At Stoll theatre, Lon- difficulty finally begging off. 


don, Jan. 23, 


This is the first all-German show 


| ae tekeis Gelliaten atheist ail | spot as she was in the other rooms. 
n Irish lullaby starts the chirp- ’ ‘ ry 
|ing rolling, preceding “A Woman. a: ov liveliest _whoop-de-doo 


the 
the 
trade 
Lucienne 


to come to London since the relax- 
ation of the ban. It’s a dubious 
way of restoring the friendship of 
the two people, and there must be 
considerable doubt as to whether 
the show can stand up at this big 
theatre for even a limited season. 

Surprising as it may seem, this 
two-hour show with 50 items in 
the bill drags all the time. The 
production and presentation follow 
an outmoded style, and the illu- 
sions are put over with a full ac- 
companiment of corn. 

There are, inevitably, moments 
of fascination. Kalanag’s trick of 
changing water into a wide variety 
of drinks, from whisky to milk 
(which was handed round to mem- 
bers of the audience), is quite in- 
triguing. But there is very little 
appeal in the old stunt of sawing 
the lady in two while the disap- 
pearing car trick is much too ob- 
vious for West End sophisticates. 

To make the show into a full- 
scale revue, the company includes 
a chorus and a couple of dante 
teams. Standard achieved by the 
talent is even more immature than 
; the basie production. Myro. 


Lightman Named 
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which includes Sam Pinanski and 
Harold Stoneman of Boston; Fred 
, Schwartz, Si Fabian, Robert Dow- 
| ling, George Skouras, Sam Rinzler, 
1a OF RR. Es 
General Frank Walker, of Penn- 
'sylvania; and Kermit Stengel, 
Nashville. 

Cast of pic, to be lensed in New 
York, will include 10 legit stars 
playing themselves, but top male 
and femme roles will be enacted by 
unknowns. 


legit theatre branches, film group 
hopes for film industry to benefit 
by developing new creative talent 
and public interest in the theatre 
as a whole. Sherwood said that 


the living theatre has always been | 


the greatest source of talent for 
films, as for AM and TV. He added 
that the Council’s concern is for the 
bad state of the road. Pic is ex- 
pected to be released during Na- 
tional Theatre Week in November. 
Jock Lawrence is serving as acting 


| usual off-the-cob arrangements and secretary of the film group. 


former Postmaster | 


Although direct aid is to go to. 


| Likes to Be Told” which has com- | 
| edy overtones. In rapid order, 
| with only occasional brief pleasant 
verbal interruptions, there follow 
“Grandfather’s Clock,”  ‘‘Lucky, 
Lucky Me,” “Now I’m So Home- 
sick,” “Tennessee Waltz,” “The 
Man That I Marry” with original 
comedy lyrics, a Scotch ditty, 
“Delicate Air” and several others 
in compliance with customer re- 
quests. Each is a standout in- 
vested by the singer’s delightful 
personality and with every ounce 
of value extracted. 

Ray Sinatra 
| capable accompanist and also con- 
ducts the orchestra during some of 
her numbers. The Eddie Camden 
crew perform their chores well. 
' Room completely filled for late 





| dinner show on Saturday night. 


| with the temperature 15 below 
_ zero. Rees. 





Emerald Rm... Houston 
(SHAMROCK HOTEL) 
Houston, Jan. 25. 


| Toni Arden, Paul Remos and His | 


|Toy Boys; Henry King’s Orch. 
| Minimum $3.50. 


| A pint-sized singer with a seri- 
,ous purpose, Toni Arden is the 
first in the Shamrock’s long parade 
of star thrushes to offer serious 
music with a folder full of pops. 


=——— Audiences seem a shade startled 


but they encore her back for more. 
‘She does “Sorrento,” in Italian, 
along with her bouncier ‘When 
You're Smiling,” and a _ neatly- 
executed “September Song.” 
Chirper sings straight, a la re- 


cital, with no ringside byplay. She | 


has a powerful voice, exceptional 
control and a fine sense of timing, 
and is completely at ease in the 
big room here. Smartly gowned 
and with effective lighting, she 
makes a fetching, if not smash- 
eroo, single. 

Henry King, back on the Sham- 
rock bandstand after a six-week, 
private-party tour, backs 
Arden with piano and violin. His 
current engagement at the hotel 
is indefinite, and will probably ex- 
tend through fall of ’51. 

Show opener Paul Remos and 
his midget Toy Boys, in Houston 
last- year with “The Skating Vani- 
ties.” provides something unusual 
in nitery acts here. The “tots” 
caper about the floor, dance, do 
acrobatics and balances, and pro- 
vide nice balance for the show it- 
i self, Frazer. 


| 
is Miss Knight’s 


irrepressible Miss Kay 
| again provides. As usual, she brims 
/with infectious energy and is in 
' fine vocalizing and clowning fettle. 
/She exchanges verbal badinage 
_and kids with the customers as 
‘well as with her husband accom- 
/panist, Sylvan Green, gives heck- 
|lers better than they send when 
the occasion arises, engages in 
| something akin to dancing in sev- 
'eral numbers and, of course, puts 
/over her mostly old and always 
popular songs in inimitable fash- 
|ion to the audience’s delight. 


As trim and attractive as ever 
in the Gay Nineties fashion and 
quickly discarding her garish and 
'fantastic introductory apparel for 
Stylish and revealing apparel, she 
unlimbers her shrill or  baby- 
voiced tones on such perennials as 
“You Made Me What I Am To- 
|day,” “Bird in a Gilded Cage,” 
|\“Waiting at the Church,” “Put 
|Your Arms Around Me, Honey,” 
| “Take Me Out to the Ball Game,” 
| “Sheboygan,” “Let Me Call You 
| Sweetheart,” “Oceana Roll,” “Wait- 
in’ for the Robert FE. Lee,” “I 
|Don’t Care” and “Piano Roll 
_ Blues,” etc., with gusto and ges- 
‘tures. In amusing unrefined fash- 
ion she gives her impressions of a 
drunk and a fugitive from a bug- 
house. She invites customer re- 
quests, inveigles them into singing 
along with her much of the time 
and introduces some of the current 
hit parade numbers along with the 


oldies. Everybody seems to have 
a good time. 
Green is her able foil and 


straight man as well as accom- 
panist-conductor. The Cecil Golly 
orchestra, as usual, backs neatly 
and Mabel Stanley’s chirping con- 
tinues to be highly agreeable. 
Room almost filled for week-day 
dinner show. Rees. 





Seattle Palomar Books 
Three Winter Sureshots 


Seattle, Jan. 30. 


The Palomar theatre here, lone 
representative of regular weekly 
vaudeville on the northwest Coast, 
has booked three attractitions for 
the next two months that are sure- 
fire for Seattle. Coming are the 
Mills Bros., Feb. 5; Louis Arm- 
strong and His All Stars, Feb. 26, 
and Billy Eckstine, March 5. 


All three have played the Palo- 
‘mar in the past year, 


Miss | 
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British Companies Seen Bypassing 


Canada Due to 157, Income Tax Nick»: "8" 


Toronto, Jan. 30. 


Revision of the Canadian Income 
Tax Act, whereby visiting British 
artists must pay approximately 
15° of their weekly salary, has 
caused considerable alarm in Ca- 
nadian theatrical circles, with the 
prospect that British dramatic 
touring companies may now be dis- 
couraged from undertaking future 
trans-Canada tours. 

While the D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Co. members were nicked only for 
their one Canadian engagement 
(week of Jan. 22 at the Royal Alex- 
andra. Toronto) between their 
jump from Chicago to New York, 
the Sadler’s Wells Ballet personnel 
were also sore over the bite nut on 
their earnings during the Winni- 
peg-Toronto-Ottawa - Montreal lap 
of their North American tour. 


The matter was brought to a 
head here over the weekend by 
Bruce Worsley, business manager 
of the D’Ovly Carte troupe, who 
believes that the Canadian govern- 
ment has singled out British art- 
ists in a too-discriminatory man- 
ner, whereas American artists en- 


joy tax exemption up to $1,500 in 
earnings during a Canadian en- 
gagement. While his company 
plaved only one week in Canada, 
with that 15° bite, he said he 
would not appeal for a rebate to 
the tax department, but that con- 
tinuance of the present income tax 
regulations would undoubtedly en- 
danger the prospects of continued 
trans-Canada tours by British dra- 
matic companies contemplating 
such a venture. | 

Under a reciprocal tax agree- 
ment between Canada and the 
U. S., a professional artist of either 
country can cross the border and 
earn up to $1,500 without income 
tax payments. But another dis- 
crimination in the Income Tax Act 
here is that artists in the U. S. and 
Britain are allowed to deduct hotel 
and traveling expenses from earn- 
ings. but are not allowed such de- 
ductions while appearing’ in 
Canada. 

(This latter also applies to musi- 
cians, including native Canadian 
groups, whose union is now quietly 
preparing a brief and petition ask- 
ing the Canadian government to 
grant hotel bills and traveling ex- 
penses deduction to individual art- 
ists, small groups and touring or- 
chestras.) 


Present income tax regulations 
between Canada and the U. S. per- 
mit an artist to work in either 
country for 183 days without the 
artist paving any income tax—un- 
til he has earned $1,500. But art- 
ists from the United Kingdom, al- 
lowed into Canada for the 183-day 
period, must start paying income 
tax the first week after a play date 
—which aroused the ire of the Sad- 
ler’s Wells Ballet and the D’Oyly 
Carte troupes. One anomaly is 
that stagehands, musicians with the 
attraction and the company man- 
ager of British troupes, are not 
tapped for the tax, but actors and 
chorus members are, during the 
Canadian engagement. 


New Midwest Booking 
Combine Set up in Kaycee 


Kansas City, Jan. 30. 

Jimmy Nixon, former partner in 
A&N Presentations and longtime 
legit booker here, is setting up an 
office to book entertainment events 
throughout the area. Nixon will 
work on a cooperative basis with 
booking offices in Omaha, Des 
Moines, Oklahoma City, Denver, 
Little Rock, Wichita and Hutchi- 
son. His office will be known as 
Jimmy Nixon & Associates. 

Nixon also has set up a working 
agreement with Earle Maxwell, 
Memphis booker. Through the 
Maxwell ceffice, attractions can be 
set for Memphis. Knoxville, Chat- 





tanooga, Nashville, Birmingham, 
Atlanta and New Orleans. 
Nixon, who recently returned 


after a season with speed derbies 
in the south, was manager last 
year of the Orpheum theatre for 
Fox Midwest Theatres. Offices co- 
operating with Nixon in the new 
venture include: Pat Flannery and 
William Jacobstein, Kansas City; 
Joe Gillispie, Omaha; Rand Bark- 
er, Denver; H. J. McKay, Okla- 
homa City; Gillispie and C. L. 
Nixon, Des Moines; Henry Halger- 
son, Wichita; Vern Hamilton, 
Hutchinson, and Clyde Byrd, Lit- 
tle Rock. 


+ 





Fields Gives Up Booking 
Stint on Ballet Theatre 


William Fields, legit p.a., is quit- 


ting as booking agent for Ballet 
Theatre this spring, after handling 
the job for three seasons. He'll 


continue doing press on the dance 
troupe, however, with partner Wal- 
ter Alford. Fields had tried to get 
BT director Lucia Chase to relieve 
him of the double-duty for some 
time, and negotiations had been on 
with Sol Hurok and C_lumbia Art- 
ists Met. for the booking assign- 
ment. Three weeks ago, BT de- 
cided to let its own office try the 
job for a year, and BT controller 
Jon Onysko will handle it. 

The troupe, now on a four-month 


U. S. tour after a one-nighter at 
the N. Y. Met Opera House Jan. 
9, will return to N. Y. for a regu- 
lar spring engagement April 9 
Jean Babilee and Natalie Philip- 
part, noted French dancers, will 


join the troupe as guest stars for 
the N. Y. run, and will introduce 
two new works, Roland Petit’s “Le 
Jeune Homme et la Mort” and 
Babilee’s “L’Amour et son 
Amours.” 


Expect Conn. State Okay 
For Shakespeare Barn 
Planned for Westport 


Hartford, Jan. 30. 

Westport will likely get its pro- 
posed Shakespearean theatre, for 
which a bill, authorizing the incor- 
poration of the American Shake- 
speare Theatre and Academy of 
Connecticut, has been entered in 
the state legislature. 





Mere authorization for the in- 
corporation is sought from the 


state and nothing else. Also, Gov. 
John D. Lodge is an ex-actor, and 
his daughter and wife are both of 


the theatre. The former inter- 
sperses radio acting with school. 
The latter is an ex-dancer. The 


governor is from Westport, focal 
point for the project, and is a close 
friend of J. Kenneth Bradley, 
Westport attorney and a mover in 
the project. 


The project will cost about 
$500,000 and will ‘present theatri- 
cal productions of the highest type 
and especially the plays of William 
Shakespeare,” the bill says. Rep. 
Beatrice C. Jerman of Westport in- 
troduced the bill. She told VarRIEety 
that the town of Westport is ex- 
cited over the project and that she 
could see no obstacle in the way of 
the legislature approving its au- 
thorization. 


Three officials of the N. Y. The-. 


atre Guild are listed as proposed 
incorporators. They are Lawrence 
Langner, Armina Marshall Lang- 
ner and Theresa Helburn. Attor- 
ney Bradley, one of the top-rank- 
ing Republicans of the state, is one 
of the proposed incorporators. 
Plans for the Theatre and Acad- 
|emy are in a nebulus state. A 
| school is planned. Funds for, the 
theatre will be from endowments. 
The corporation would be of a non- 
profit nature and have no capital 
stock. It is expected to be tax- 
free. 

The theatre will be patterned 
after the old Globe theatre in Lon- 
don where Shakespeare produc- 
tions were done. According to 
Bradley, preliminary plans for the 
theatre have been drawn. How- 
ever, if approval is granted, con- 
struction won’t get underway if it 
is found to conflict with the na- 
' tional defense effort. 


The Langners and Miss Helburn 
have been associated with the 
Westport County Playhouse, a 
strawhatter, for many years. They 
are summer residents of Westport. 


Ballets de Paris $30,000 


In Second Frisco Frame 
San Francisco, Jan. 30. 

Les Ballets de Paris climbed to 
a big $30,000 for its second frame 
at the 1,775-seat Curran, with the 
house scaled to $4.20. Last week, 
it moved into a big $27,000 for 
its first seven days. 

“Mike McCauley” opened last 
night (29) at the 1.550-seat Geary, 
starring Don DeFore and _ Isa 
‘Miranda, Show top is $3.60. 





| Banghart Mulls B’way 
Producer Bow With ‘Dawn’ 


Kenneth Banghart, 
newscaster 
who has invested in several plays, 
has bought a comedy melodrama, 
“Hurry the Dawn,” by ex-Hotel 
‘New Yorker p. a. and scribe Kurt 
'Unkelbach, and plans a N. Y. pro- 
duction this season. Claire Leonard 
agented the sale. 


There's possibility of a tie-up 
with John Yorke on the produc- 
tion, as York_, now general man- 


ager for Cheryl Craw.ord’s “Rose 
Tattoo,” was interested in doing 
the play himself some time ago. 
“Dawn” has a western locale, and 
calls for cast of 12. Banghart will 
continue in radio as actively as 
before, despite this production. 


Seek Baker For 


Hemingway Show 


Josephine Baker is being sought 
as star of a new musical for which 
Ernest Hemingway. is to supply the 
story, for production next season 
by Jose Ferrer and Richard Con- 
don, his associate in the presenta- 


tion of the current revival click, 
“Twentieth Century,” at the Ful- 
ton, N. Y. The new show, which 


is being kiddingly referred to as 
“South Atlantic,” will have a Hai- 
tian locale and deal with the effect 
of Caribbean customs on white 
culture. 

Katherine Dunham is to do the 
choreography for the musical, 
which Ferrer will stage. No com- 
poser is set for the assignment. On 
a hasty plane trip to Cuba over the 
weekend, Condon reached a tenta- 
tive agreement with Miss Baker. 
which is to be concluded late this 
week. Negro star is currently 
doubling between vaude and nitery 
dates in Havana. The Hemingway 
yarn will be in the form of a 60- 
page outline, to be adapted by 
someone to be selected. The novel- 
ist, already working on a full- 
length book, has promised to give 
Ferrer and Condon an answer 
within a few days whether he'll be 
able to take on the additional legit 
stint. 

Besides co-starring with Gloria 
Swanson in “Century,” Ferrer is 
already set to star, direct and co- 
produce ‘Musical Comedy Man.” a 
musical written by the late George 
M. Cohan, next season. Milton 
Baron and Condon will be associ- 
ated in the venture. Also on Fer- 
rer’s agenda is an autobiography, 
a series of dramatic recordings and 
some lecture dates. 


Balanchine Sees Psycho 
Ballets on Wane in B’way 
Shows; Pure Stuff to Stay 


Although styles change, and no- 
where more quickly than in the 
theatre, choreographer George 
Balanchine feels that Broadway 
will keep good ballet in its shows. 
Psychological ballets, or those with 
social significance, will be elim- 
inated, he says, but the pure classi- 
cal style will remain. He also sees 
a great future for ballet in films. 

Balanchine is generally credited 





| 


| 


| 
National 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


American National Theatre & Academy got two back-handed pub- 
licity plugs last week, one from Lawrence Langner, co-director of the 
Theatre Guild, and the other from Michael Todd, producer of “Peep 


Show.” 


In the former case, the ANTA charter was quoted almost in- 


tact in Langner’s bid to the Connecticut state government to incor- 
porate the American Shakespeare Theatre & Academy, at Westport, 
Conn., where he already operates the Westport Country Playhouse, 
In the latter, Todd took a gag ad in the Sunday (28) drama section of 
the N. Y. Times to present “Peep Show” what he called the “ANGTA 


Award, for contribution to American theatre and culture.” 


ANGTA 


was stated as representing the “American National Girl Theatre & 


Academy. 


When copy for the ad was received, a Times representative queried 
Todd on whether such an organization as ANGTA actually exists. The 
producer is understood to have replied that he had just formed it. 


Despite the hefty grosses pulled by the touring “Kiss Me, Kate” re- 
cently, its most profitable stands thus far has been the 10-performance 


engagement at the State Fair 


through New Year. 


auditorium, 
Receipts for the date topped $63,000, earily bet- 


Dallas, Christmas Day 


tering the recent 10-performance run in Denver, where the gross was 


$37,000. 


However, “South Pacific” 


racked up a record $320,000 in a 


three-week engagement (24 performances) at the State Fair auditorium, 


Dallas, last fall. 


Actors Equity has worked out a deal with American Airlines for the 
firm’s employes to buy tickets at b.o. prices for Equity welfare fund 
benefit performances of Broadway hits. The AA house organ, Flagship 
News, will carry regular announcements of future benefit bookings, 


and employes may send ticket orders direct to Equity. 


It's expected 


that the union will arrange similar deals with various other concerns, 
Sister of Marybeth Fitzpatrick, who subbed for her during the Wash- 
ington engagement of “Apple of His Eye” recently, is 14 years old, not 


16, as reported 


local Washington law prohibiting children under 


Legit Bits 


the professional stage. 


Pressagent Anthony  Buttitta, 
who arrived Friday (26) from sev- 
eral months in Europe, leaves to- 
night (Wed.) for the Coast, where 
he'll represent the Los Angeles 
and San Francisco Civie Light 
Opera seasons Lillian Hell- 
man’s new play. to star Fredric 
March, Florence Eldridge and Jane 
Wyatt, will be titled “The Autumn 
Garden” ... The executors of the 
Dwight Deere Wiman estate have 
extended until today (Wed.) the 
deadline for Mare Connelly to line 
up the necessary financing for his 
“Green Pastures” revival, which 
the late producer was to have pre- 
sented. Gilbert Miller is heading 
a group seeking the coin... When 
Louis Jouvet brings his Theatre de 
L’Athenee company to Broadway 
to present Moliere’s “L’Ecole des 
Femmes” at the ANTA Playhouse, 
operating expenses will include 
salaries of the members of the 
troupe remaining in Paris on full 
salary ... With “Painted Wagon” 
delayed until next fall, Cheryl 
Crawford has again arranged to 
produce “Flahooley,” the Fred 
Saidy-E. Y. Harburg-Sammy Fain 


| musical, this spring . . . Will of the 
‘late producer Dwight Deere Wi- 


with introducing ballet into Broad- | 


way shows, with his “Slaughter on 
10th Avenue” ballet in “On Your 
Toes” in 1936. He’s staged dances 
for Broadway shows since, latest 
being “Where’s Charley?”. He also 
_gets program credit for directing 
the pavane in the currently tour- 
ing Olivia de Havilland “Romeo 
and Juliet.” Balanchine just signed 
to do fairly tale ballet sequences 
for the Danny Kaye film on Hans 
Christian Andersen which Samuel 
Goldwyn will film next fall, with 
Moira Shearer as leading dancer. 

His major activity in recent sea- 
sons, however, has been creating 
ballets and being artistic director 
for the N. Y. City Ballet Co. Com- 
pany opens its winter season at 
City Center, N. Y., Feb. 13. 


with four weeks of performances 
skedded. 


D’Oyly $32,100, Toronto 


. Toronto, Jan. 30 
On .ts first visit here in 16 
years, the D’Oyl, Carte Opera Co. 
was completely sold out at the 
Royal Alexandra, for a grogés of 
$32,100 at a $4 top. 

Toronto engagement was the top 
grosser in the 16th week of the 
company’s tour, chiefly on senti- 
mental appeal to Canadians after 
‘the long absense. 





man, who left “well over $4,000,- 
000.” gives “more than $1,000,000 


each” to his four daughters, plus. 


$35,000 to his secretary, Mary 
Trimble, and $20,000 each to gen- 
eral manager Forrest C. Haring, 
business manager J. H. Del Bondio 
and casting director Lina Abarba- 
nell. 

Ethel Griffies 
Lucile Watson in 
“Autumn Garden,” 
rehearsal ... Actors Jose Ferrer, 
Paul Lucas and Elliott Nugent 
and producers George Abbott and 
Richard Myers will be among the 
participants in a Celebrity Tennis 
tournament to be played starting 
Feb. 16 at the Seventh Regiment 
Armory, N. Y., for the benefit of 
the American National Theatre & 
Academy ... Dorothy Sarnoff has 
joined the cast of “King and I”... 
Arnold Moss has left the cast of 
“King Lear” for a part in Para- 
mount’s “My Favorite Spy” 
Maurice Winters, company man- 
ager of “South Pacific,” recuperat- 
ing in Lenox Hill hospital, N. Y.., 
after surgery, and due to go home 
in a few days .. . Critic Beverley 
Baxter, back in London after a 
visit to Broadway, wrote a column 
in the Evening Standard last week 
in which he devoted nearly all the 
space to Ethel Merman in “Call 
Me Madam” and gave only a few 
paragraphs to “Guys and Dolls” 
and a mention to “Lady’s Not for 
Burning.” 

Madi Blitzstein became a full 
meinber of the Assn. of Theatrical 
Pressagents & Managers over the 
weekend. She's staying with the 
George & Dorothy Ross office . 
Veronica Lake is to tour with 
“Voice of the Turtle” for eight 
weeks, starting Feb. 12 in Atlanta. 

Frank Loesser, composer. of 
“Where's Charley?” and “Guys and 
Dolls,” may write the songs for 
“Huck and Jim,” the ,musical ver- 
sion of Mark Twain's “Huckl~berry 
Finn,” which Maxwell Anderson 
and Joshua Logan are adapting . 


has succeeded 
the cast of 
currently in 


Replacement had to go on in the play because of a 


14 from appearing on 


leading part in the musical edition 
of “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” 
has been released by producer 
George Abbott to take over the 
Nellie Forbush role in the Broad- 
way company of “South Pacific” 
when Mary Martm leaves at the 
end of the season, May 31. The 
same=date, May 31, George Sanders 
will succeed Ray Middleton as male 


lead ... Edwin Lester has optioned 
a prospective musical comedy, 
“High Pitch,” being written by 


Milton Lazarus, who authored the 
legit comedy, “Sun Field,” and the 
book for “Song of Norway.” 

The feature picture to glorify 
the legit theatre, to be produced 
by Lester Cowan with the Council 
for the Living Theatre getting 40°) 
of the profits, will be called “Main 
Street to Broadway” .. . William 
Miles planed to Bermuda last week 
to make final plans for his Berk- 
shire Playhouse opening March 12 
at the New Bermudian theatre in 
Hamilton for a five-week season of 
stock. Cleon Throckmorton, now 
a local resident, will design the 
scenery ... Whether the musical, 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” goes 
into the Alvin, N. Y., depends on 
the boxoffice fate of the theatre’s 
current tenant, “Darkness at Noon” 

. If “Angel in the Pawnshop” 
catches on at the Booth, N. Y., the 
Harald Bromley-George Brandt re- 
vival of “Springtime for Henry” 
may go into the Golden, N. Y.. if 
“Green Bay Tree” doesn’t click 
at the latter house . .. While 
Virginia Vincent was touring last 
week as lead in “Respectful Prosti- 
tute,” her New York apartment was 
entered by thieves, who carted off 
her television set. 

Gwynne Whitby, 


} who 
closed in 


recently 


“Black Chiffon” on 
Broadway, sailed Friday (26) on 
the Franconia for her England 


home. On same ship was actress 
Eileen O’Dare .. . Morris Carnov- 
sky, who closed Saturday night (27) 
in “Enemy of the People,” will 
teach an advanced acting class at 
the Dramatic Workshop, N. Y.... 
Bob Margulies is stage manager of 
“Billy Budd,” which is currently 
trying out in Philly. Ruth Bedford 
is assistant to Norris Houghton, 
director of the same show. 
Leonard Fields 1s general man- 
ager and Bill Ross stage manager 
of “Green Bay Tree”... Sir 
Charles Cochran, veteran British 
producer, was critically burned in 
his London home last week when 
the hot water spigot in his bath- 
tub jammed and he was unable to 
get out ... Candy butcher at the 
National theatre, N. Y., disturbs 
“King Lear’ playgoers by crack- 
ling paper wrappers as he sets up 
his stand in the rear of the orches- 
tra just before intermissions .. . 
Several New York Dailies have 
given plugs to “Darkness at Noon” 
because of its anti-Communist 
theme. 
“Aegean Fable.” by Bill Long, will 
be premiered Feb. 6 by Originals 
Only, N. Y., following the closing 
this week of the group’s current 
presentation. “Bed of Neuroses.” 
by A. P. Mollison . . . Juanita Hall 
has resumed the part of Bloody 
Mary in “South Pacific” after being 
in Lenox Hill hospital, N. Y., twe 
weeks for surgery. Musa Williams, 
who regularly plays Bloody Mary’s 


|Martha Wright, who was set for a' assistant, substituted. 
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Lester Wants Madam, Maybe World 
As Coast Mates for ‘Charley, ‘Guys’ 





Expanded schedule of the San¢- 


Francisco and Los Angeles Civic | 
Light Opera Assns. this season 
will include productions of at 
least two and perhaps four Broad- 


way musicals. There will be five | 


Quin Drama on Capt. Cook 
Catches British Eyes 


Shirland Quin, whose play, | 


an increase of one over former 
years. Besides “Where’s Charley?” 
and “Guys and Dolls,’ definitely 
set, producer Edwin Lester is seek- 
ing the rights for “Call Me 
Madam” and is reportedly inter- 
ested in “Out of This World.” 
Fifth offering would be a Coast 
production of a standard operetta 
revival, 

The second company of “Guys 
and Dolls,” to open on the Coast 
in mid-June, will play a total of 
16 weeks in Frisco and L. A., then 
go on a regular tour under the 
management of Cy Feuer and 
Ernest H. Martin, producers of the 
Broadway original. The pre- 
senters will produce the second 
edition themselves, with composer 





Frank Loesser, librettist Abe Bur- 
rows, director George S. Kaufman 
and choreographer Michael Kidd 
in active charge of rehearsals. 

The production is expected to) 
cost about $150,000, involving a 
saving of around $27,000 from the 
original edition. The operating 
nut for the second version may 
be approximately $23,000-$25,000. 
It will play Los Angeles at a gross | 
guarantee of $52,000 a week and 
San Francisco at a guarantee of 
$43,000. The production will re- | 
main the property of Feuer and 
Martin. 

“Charley,” which opened Mon- | 
day night (29) for a return Broad- | 
way engagement, is scheduled for | 
four weeks, but it could be ex- | 
tended an extra fortnight if busi- | 
ness is prosperous. Ray Bolger, 
who has starred in the musical 
Since it opened in New York dur- 
ing the fall of 1948, continues in 
the title part. He is also slated | 
to head the screen version, to be 
made next summer by Warners. 

Co-producer Martin went to the 
Coast last week to continue prepa- 
rations for the “Charley” and 
“Guys” engagements there, while 
Feuer is remaining in New York | 
to handle operations in the home- 
office. 


CIV. LEGIT TROUPE FOR 
SOUTHWEST ARMY AREA\ 


San Antonio, Jan. 30. 

The Fourth Army Civilian Thea- 
tre Co. has been organized here 
by Sally Stubblefield, Fourth Army 
Soldier Show technician. Company 
will be the first all-civilian theatri- 
cal group in this area to be spon- | 
sored by the Army. The initial out- | 
lay will come from non-appropriat- 
ed funds which are profits from 
post exchanges, concessions, etc. 
After the first production hits the 
road, Miss Stubblefield believes the 
enterprise will be self-supporting. 

The cast will be made up of pro- 
fessional performers. Under Miss 
Stubblefieid’s direction, they'll pro- 
duce about six shows a year and 
play at 20 Army and Air Force in- 
stallations within the Fourth Army 
area, which includes Texas, Okla- 
homa, Louisiana and New Mexico. | 
Nine members of the Fourth Army 
Band will furnish the music. 

First production is scheduled for 
two local performances about mid- 
February. Then the show will hit 
the road for performances through- 
out the Fourth Army area. 


‘Alexander’ Rewrite Due 








| original co-starring role of Lola 


| Broadway run and has played the 


Shortly in London by Wauna Paul, 


has finished a new play, about the , 
explorer Capt. James Cook, titled 
“Unknown Seas.” Peter Glenville | 
is discussing it with Emile Littler 
for a British production, while the 
Alexander Korda office is also in- | 
terested in it for pix. Carl Cowl | 
is agenting. 

Playwright is also working on a 
novel for Dodd, Mead, with first 
draft reported about finished. 





Blackmer, ‘Little Sheba’ 


Cast Sore at Sluffoff | 
In ‘Theatre Guild’ B’cast 


Casting of Gary Cooper as Doc 


'in the ‘‘Theatre Guild on the Air’ | 


broadcast of “Come Back, Little 
Sheba” next Sunday night (4) has 
burned members of the legit cast, 


|currently appearing in the play at | 


the Walnut theatre, Philadelphia. 
Shirley Booth will portray her 


on the program, but Sidney Black- | 
mer, who created the part of Doc 
and co-starred in it for most of the 


entire tour, isn’t being used. Black- | 


Turnabout Troupe In 
Hotel Sutton, N.Y., Shows 


Turnabout Theatre, new legit 
group, begins operations Feb. 8 at 
the Hote] Sutton, N. Y. They will 
alternate their style of presenta- 


Chi Trib’s Cassidy Denounced As 
Vitriolic Woman by ‘Pacific’ Actor 


tion, first using regular and then! 


arena staging. 

First production will be “Janu- 
ary Thaw,” comedy which ran for 
48 performances in 1946 at the 
John Golden theatre, N. Y. 


Deckhands Raise 
Gets in Under Wire 


Settlement last Thursday (25) of 
the wage dispute 
League of N. Y. Theatres and The- 
atrical Protective Union, Local 1, 
IATSE, was reached only a day 
before the Government’s pay and 
price freeze. Realization that sal- 
aries were about to be pegged is 
figured to have been a factor in 
the agreement, since the stage- 
hands had previously indicated a 
determination to strike rather than 
modify their demands. 





Under the new contract, which | 


is retroactive to July 31, 1950, and 


| will be in effect until July 31, 1952, 
|the deckhands get a straight 5% 


raise, from which it will deduct a 
slice for its welfare fund. The 


union had been holding out for a | 
'10% tilt, plus a 5% payment for 
its welfare fund. The League had | 
previously offered a flat 3% boost, | 
but was apparently adamant in op-| Hugh Herbert comedy, “The Moon romance, why don’t you make your- 
| posing a welfare tap. 


Since the stagehand payroll is a 


between the | 





| 
| 


‘Hadleyburg’ Rehearsals, 
| Tryout Set for Philly 


| Casting for Bernard  Evslin's 
|The Man Who Corrupted Hadley- 
|burg,” which Lawrence Shubert 
|Lawrence will produce with Ezra 
'Stone staging, is to start Friday 
(2), with rehearsals due to begin 
in Philadelphia first week in 
March. Opening is also planned 
for Lawrence’s Philly hometown 
last week in March. 

Play was tried out last year at 
Hedgerow theatre, in suburban 
Philly, where Lawrence saw it and 
bought it. Carl Cowl agented. 


Aldrich Back to Navy 
For Retraining Hitch; 
Myers Holds the Fort 


Producer Richard Aldrich, a re- 
serve Commander in the Navy, 
left yesterday (Tues.) for several 
months’ special refresher training 
in Washington. During his absence 








ee 


Chicago, Jan. 30. 
Outbreak here last week of the 
perennial guerrilla warfare be- 
tween performers and critics got 
an extra boost when the paper 


whose reviewer was under attack 
gave a big play to the story. Actor 
sounding off was Robert Emmet 
Keane, who plays Capt. Brackett 
in the local edition 6f “South 
Pacific,” and the target for his 
blast was Claudia Cassidy, critie 
of the Tribune. Latter sheet ran 
a lengthy account of the incident, 
spotting it just beneath Miss Cas- 
sidy’s byline review of a Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra concert. 
Speaking at a breakfast given 


| Thursday morning (25) by the Chi- 


cago Drama League, Keane assert- 
ed, “The reason there are so few 
plays running in Chicago now, 
where there used to be a dozen 
dramas. and half a dozen musical 
comedies 20 years ago, is due to 
one vitriolic woman. She _ pours 
sulphuric acid over every new show 
brought to Chicago, and she scares 
away the management of every de- 
cent show produced in New York 


his partner, Richard Myers, will each season.” 


be in charge of the firm’s activities, | 


which currently include the pres- 
entation of Jeanette MacDonald 
and Gene Raymond in “The 
Guardsman” on tour, and the F. 


Is Blue,” to open March 8 on 
| Broadway, with Barbara Bel Ged- 


The way to clip the critic’s 
wings, the actor continued, is to 
have prominent people protest to 
the Tribune. “Or, since you all 
love drama and drama connotes 


selves matchmakers and get Miss 
Cassidy married?” When it was 


mer and Miss Booth received sev- | relatively minor item in theatrical | des, Donald Cook and Barry Nelson pointed out by a Drama League 


eral prizes and awards for their 
performances in the play. 


| budgets, the new 5% hike is not 
|expected to raise production or op- 


starred. 


official that the critic is already 
Keane 


Fellow-members of the “Sheba” | erating costs materially. However, 
troupe argue that in addition to | the possibility of welfare payments, 
the “questionable” wisdom of airing | with the likelihood of similar de- 


With expectation that he will be | married, replied, “Well, 
back on the job in time, Aldrich then, why not have her divorced 


is planning to continue his sum- | anq get her married to Westbrook 
mer operations at the Cape Play- | pegier?” 


the show while it still has a week ' 
to play in Philly, it amounts to a’ 
public vote of “no confidence” to | 


mands by other unions, was re- 
garded by producers as likely to 
become prohibitively expensive be- 


| cast another star in the part with | fore long. 
| which Blackmer is identified and 


From the stagehands’ viewpoint, 


| house, Dennis, Mass.; the Falmouth 
| Playhouse, Connamessett, Mass., 
and the Cape Cod Music Circus, 
Hyannis, Mass., and to open a new 
musical tent at Cohasset, Mass. 





which the public is being invited|the rapid development of tele-| However, if his naval service con- 


to pay to see him act. 


Blackmer himself is understood tended to make the legit employ- 


view in Philly and was reportedly 
stunned at the news. Later in the 
day he received a letter about it 
from Armina Marshall, wife of 
Guild co-director, Lawrence 
Langner, and supervisor of the 
of the radio series. 

According to Blackmer he gave 
up a film contract to tour with the 





EQUITY TURNS DOWN 
NON-PRO ‘VALLEY’ BID 


Sponsors of the Moral Rearma- 
ment play, “Jotham Valley,” by 


-| vision in the last few years has|tinues into the late spring or early | 


| summer, his New York and straw- 


to have written an irate letter to | ment field more or les sincidental | hat associates will handle the vari- 
|the Guild when informed of the | and may have prevented a strike| ous projects under his absentee | * 
| Situation Monday (29). He learned | last summer. 
| of it first during a broadcast inter- 


supervision. 

During the last war, 
commanding officer of the U. S. 
advance amphibious base at South- 
ampton, England, prior to and for 
six months after D-Day, afterward 
| being transferred to the staff of 
| Admiral Stark, in London. 





Equity actors for the show or have BALTO’S MARYLAND TO 





Before B’way Try in Fall 


“Alexander,” extensively revised 


during its two-week engagement 


at the Playhouse here, will be 


play. At that time, he declares, 
the Guild urged him to accept the 
less-profitable legit assignment, as 
otherwise the production would not 
tour. Having appeared in nearly 
200 pictures, Blackmer figures he’s 
well enough known to be co- 
starred in the Guild broadcast. 


Gould Absolved in Moon’ 





the present cast of non-pros join 
the union, or the presentation may 
not play a regular Broadway house 
on a commercial basis. That was 
decided yesterday (Tues.) by the 
Equity council. Under Equity’s 
agreement with the League of 
N. Y. Theatres and with individual 
theatre owners, any house playing 
a non-union legit presentation 
thereby ceases being an Equity 
spot and is  out-of-bounds for 





Infringement Charges’ 


Participation of producer Ed- that “Valley” is a religious-social | 
| tract and thus eligible for special 
| 


ward Gould in “Dark of the Moon” 
at the Peak Island, Me., Playhouse 
last August was not clearly shown, | 
N. Y. Federal Judge Edward Wein- | 
feld ruled last week in connection | 
with a $5,000 damage suit brought 
against Gould and the theatre. 
Plaintiffs in the action are play- 
wrights Howard D. Richardson and | 
William Berney, who charge the. 
defendants with infringement by 
illegal use of their work. 


Judge Weinfeld handed down his | 


Equity members. 
The Moral Rearmament claim 


union consideration was turned 
down by the Equity governing 
board. 


BECOME PARKING LOT 


Curious aspect of the incident 
is that although Miss Cassidy was 
the only local critic to pan the 
touring edition of “South Pacific,” 
/comparing it unfavorably with the 
| original Broadway company, she 
| didn't comment on Keane’s per- 
| formance one way or the other. 
' Another wrinkle of the situation 
is that while there Jas been con- 


Aldrich was | Siderable muttering about the way 


several touring shows have folded 
|here after being panned by the 
| Chicago reviewers, Miss Cassidy 
| isn’t one of those who’s written 
; the unfavorable notices in ques- 
| tion. In fact, in some cases, notably 
'“Come Back, Little Sheba,” the 
' Trib aisle-sitter gave the play the 
‘most enthusiastic notice it re- 
ceived, either here or elsewhere. 


Local readers are now looking 
forward to Miss Cassidy’s column 


Baltimore, Jan. 30. 
Another famous theatrical land- 


mark will be transformed into a 
parking lot, according to an an- 
|nouncement this week that the 
| Maryland theatre has been sold for 
| immediate demolition. 


Once the keystone of the James 
| L. Kernan empire of theatres, 
‘parks and hotels, the Maryland 
was the home of two-a-day vaude 
_in its heyday and an outstanding 
| legit stand after that. The adjoin- 
| ing Kernan’s hotel with its marble 
_bar, lunch counter and billiard 
| room, was a rendezvous for all the 





_in next Sunday’s (4) drama section 
/of the Trib. 


‘INNOCENTS’ NOW SET 
FOR LENGTHY TOUR 


Philadelphia, Jan. 30. 


“The Innocents,” which was to 
‘have folded after the sudden can- 
'cellation last week of its Broadway 
| booking, is now set to continue its 
‘tour at least through early spring. 
The William Archibald thriller, 
which closes a two-week run on 
Theatre Guild-ATS subscription 








“Jotham” was to have opened’ greats in show business and sports. at the Erlanger here next Satur- 


Feb. 6 at the 48th Street, N. Y., 
after a fortnight’s engagement at 
Liss auditorium, Washington, and 
the current week in Hartford. The 
play’s author is a cousin of the 
late Broadway dramatist, George 
| Broadhurst. 





ruling following a motion made by | ° 
Fleischman on Leave At 


Richardson and Berney for sum- 
mary judgment against the defend- 
ants. “Though the production of 
the Jaintiffs’ copyrighted play by 
the corporate defendant appears es- | 


Gilbert Miller Office 


With the recent closing of Gil- 


Henreid in ‘Widow’ for 1st 


Musical Chore in 15 Years 
Hollywood, Jan. 30. 





Widow,” his first musical chore in 
| 15 years. 
'star. The Edwin Lester produc- 
tion will be the second offering of 





Paul Henreid has been inked to) 
star in a revival of “The Merry | 


Jane Pickens will co-) 


_day (3), then jumps to the Nixon, 
Pittsburgh; “plays the American, 
St. Louis the week of Feb. 12, splits 
the week of Feb. 19 between Kan- 
sas City and Salt Lake City, and 

then moves on to the Coast. 


The Harald Bromley-George 
Brandt presentation, starring Syl- 
via Sidney, was scheduled for a 
return engagement on Broadway, 
opening next Monday night (5) at 
the Broadhurst. But Lee Shubert 
asked the producers to forego the 


the San Francisco and Los An- 


_ tablished,” the court held, “the pa-' bert Miller’s productions of “Cock- 
| Pers don't clearly show Gould’s tail Party” and “Ring Round the 


} 


further rewritten, retitled and re | 


cast before Gant Gaither presents 
it in New York next fall. The pro- 
ducer said that he may offer the 
comedy, by actor-director Lexford 
Richards, in Chicago, Miami or 
other cities outside New York, dur- 
ing the current season. 

Gaither probably will take a va- 
cation in southern France after the 
rewriting phase has been com- 
pleted. He and Richards have been 
working on the play for two and a 
half years. It was well received 
by local critics and by moderate- 
Sized audiences during the Play- 
house run. 


Company, including | 





part in the production to the ex- 
tent that it is mecessary to make 
him an infringer.” 


$3,500,000 Jones Beach 
Stadium Being Rushed 


Babylon, L. L., Jan. 30. 





Moon,” his general 
Harry Fleischman, has taken a 
leave of absence. After several 
| weeks’ vacation in Florida, he will 
work on. some undisclosed tele- 
' vision ideas, returning to the Mil- 
‘ler office next fall. Also slated for 
/next season is his and scene de- 


Manager, 


Jones Beach Marine Stadium,/ signer Jo Mielziner’s production 


replacing the old wooden amphi- 
theatre on Zachs Bay, is being 
pushed for completion ea.l} in the 
spring of 1952, at a cost of $3,500,- 
000. Construction was started in 
September, 1949, on the structure, 
which will seat 8,200 for the pres- 
entation of water shows, musicals, 


| ete. 


of a musical version of Eugene 
O’Neill’s “Desire Under the Elms.” 

Morton Gottlieb, who was gen- 
eral manager for Lars Nordenson’s 
production of “Enemy of the Peo- 


(27), takes over as Miller’s general 





| manager pending Fleischman’s re- 


turn. He is also going ahead with 


Long Island State Park Commis- | plans for his own production next 


stage manager Bob Willey, re-|sion is building the stadium and 
turned to New York Sunday (28). 


i will operate it. 


season of a musical comedy, “Mad 
Money.” 


ple,” which closed Saturday night | 


geles Civic Light Opera Assn. sea- | 


sons. 


Civic previously announced 


“Where’s Charley?” and the na-' 


tional company break-in of “Guys 


and Dolls,”’ with two shows still to | 


be set. Henreid’s last musical 
chore was as male lead in the 
|Henry Sherek production’ of 
“Mitzi,” in London in 1935. 





Yugoslav Ballet To Edinburgh 
Edinburgh, Jan. 23. 

The Yugoslav State Ballet will 
take part in the International 
| Festival here in August. 
| The Yugoslav Minister of 
Science and Culture has provi- 
sionally accepted the _ invitation 
_given to the company by Sir An- 
drew Murray, Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh, now in Belgrade on a 
tour. 


booking, as he wanted to bring his 
| presentation of “Ti-Coq,” the Fri- 
dolin starrer, intu the house next 
week. He is paying Bromley’s and 
Brandt’s expenses in connection 
with the switch. 





‘Lynn, Mel Ferrer, ‘Voice’ 


In Phoenix Opening 
Phoenix, Jar.. 30. 


Diana Lynn, Mel Ferrer and Ann 
Lee open tonight (Tues.) in a stock 
|revival. of “Voice of the Turtle,” 
| at the Sombrero theatre here. Kirk 
' Douglas, who will star in Para- 
‘mount’s film version of “Detective 
Story,” closed a capacity engage- 
/ment last week in the Sidney 


Kingsley melodrama. 


Spot is operated by Miss Lee 
and Riehard Charlton. 
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Plays Out of Town 


Billy Budd The King of Friday’s 


New Haven, Jan. 24. Men 
Chandler Cowles & Anthony B. Farrell Princeton, Jan. 29. 


resentation of drama in two acts by Mi d 
tC chael Grace presentation of come 
ou GC. Cane ond Neuer’ Sa weeee in three acts (four scenes) by Michael J. 





RR,  setares Tor Thatcher, | Molloy. Features Walter nee a 
Guy Spaull, Jeff Morrow, Walter Burke, O'Malley, Frederic Tozere. ag ¥ 
Jack Manning, George Fells, Charles fe A gy Gd ergs. «... 
Jolte, Bernard Kates. Directed by Nor- ] , vhaney. | ’ 
2 Houghton; scenery. Paul Morrison; Son oe tn Jan. 27, 51; aaa O'Malley 
costumes. Ruth Morley; production asso- | 44 SCOCN .... ee ereeeeen ia MeN: | 
jate, Benet Segal At Shubert, New | Una Brehony..........Maggie McNam i 
we Jan. 24. °51; $3.60 top |Qwen Fennigan...........Kenn Mileston 
Slaven, Jan. 34, 91; ut — | Maura Pender........-..-.. Norma Crane 
Bordman Wyaitt.. Norman Ettlinger | Bartley Dowd......+- .....Walter Macken 
Duncan seeeeeees tobert McQueeney | Boorla..........ccceeeeces Tudor Owen 
O'Daniel.......ssseeee Walter Burke | Rory Commons......++++: Elliott Sullivan | 
Payne .......sseeeeeess CURSO ETON | iie. a. esveceeceee Peggy McCay 
Squeak, .. ...--seeseseres Bernard Kates | Riddy.........-.0¢. . Grania_O’Malley 
John Claggart ...eeees: Torin Thatcher | yrurty ....John Drew Devereaux 
on — votes — ‘ —< Caesar French...........Frederic Tozere 
Yansker ,eorge Fel 
E Feared Fairfax Vere Dennis King | daisies 
Lee Marvin | ~ . . 
Hallam. iitte 1. Preston Hanson| In its American preem here last | 
ee... «css weaeencs Jack Manning Saturday night (27) Michael J. Mol- 
a —. Taare ¢ harles Bee loy’s comedy, “The King of Friday s 
SF paaaneaitomeneers Winston Ross Men,” proved to be a fair eve- 
Jenkins.......sccecceecess Jom Morse, | ings entertainment. However, 
] ‘ *s aiyv en? <1 
+ ws alent eat Kenneth’ Paine by Broadway standards, it’s unlike- 
anche eaieales Leonard Yorr ly to score a run to equal its Abbey 
ee eee Somes Findecn Theatre success. 
ea lenry Garrard | : s . 
Stoll nino ede eaee PRE meniy Tanawell The play s locale is Western Ire- 
Byren ....eeeeeeee Mastin — land in the latter part of the 18th 
roumr yavid Long , rj 
Drummer .- iobert Dudley, Bill Froelich century. Though the use of Irish 


brogue lends a fine_realistic touch 
to the production, af'the same time 
much of the show’s trouble stems 
from this fact. Throughout most 
of the first act, the lines are de- 
livered so rapidly and the brogue 
is so heavy, that an audience finds 
it extremely difficult to grasp the 
thread of the story. 

Headed by Walter Macken of the 
original Abbey Theatre cast, Rex 
O'Malley and Frederic Tozere, 





When this tale of British nautical 
affairs during the French war of 
1798 dumps some of its superfiuous 
ballast, it may swing into the port 
of Broadway as a fairly interesting 
stage presentation. Just now, there 
are too many segments that need 
water wings to keep them from 
drowning in a sea of inertia. Al- 
though the premiere status of this 


oe : p P reW'E ascage ; 
gh pane at a Dat sy 5 gg ie troupe turns in a good performance 
the theatrical Davy Jones’ 10Ckel’ on the whole. The play in itself is 
(Cain's), it is quite possible to chart 


wellwritten and interesting. Though 
billed, and apparently intended, as 
a comedy, the theme is definitely 
on the serious side, with an under- 
lying motif of drama. 

Plot revolves around the rela- 
tionship between Maggie Mc- 
Namara, betrothed to Kenn Mile- 
ston, and Walter Macken, a cham- 
pion shillelagh fighter who has 
been given shelter overnight in the 
cottage of her uncle, Rex O'Malley. 
Miss McNamara learns she _ has 
been chosen to be the current 
mistress or tallywoman to Frederic 
Tozere, the landlord of her parents 
‘and uncle. Refusal is out of the 
question. 

Upon her uncle’s advice, the des- 
perate girl feigns love for Macken 
in order that he may ‘be inspired 
to put up a superhuman fight to 
save her. The plot works and 
Macken battles valiantly, crush- 
ing the skulls of Tozere’s hirelings 


a more successful course by sage 
doctoring from here on. A factor 
in its favor is the timeliness of cer- 
tain pertinent sequences relevant 
to various wartime problems as 
they confront us today. 

Opening performance found the 
play considerably overwritten. A 
Jot less wind in the dialog can con- 
ceivably put a lot more wind in the 
sails of this particular vessel. There 
is some good philosophy, as well as 
an indictment of the discipline of 
war, in the wordage, but it can be 
just as effective in fewer syllables. 

Play is a British “Mister Roberts” 
in that it plumbs the mental depths 
of men living alone together on 
shipboard. However, it lacks the 
levity of the American stage por- 
trait and emphasizes more of the 
austerity angle. Herein lies one of 
its underdeveloped facets. Its pres- 
ent staging holds more appeal for 
London than Gotham playgoers. 
This approach has a further nega- 
tive effect in over-emphasis on a 
cockney accent that produces audi- 
ence irritation in an attempt to fol- 
low the dialog closely. It would be 
an improvement to sacrifice authen- 
ticity for clearer diction. 

Done about two years ago as an 
ANTA presentation titled “Uni- 
form of Flesh,” current production 
is on an elaborated scale involving 
a sizable cast and a heavy physical 
setup. Latter attains some excel- 
lent effects in depicting action 
aboard an 18th century sailing 
man-o’-war. Story tells of Billy 
Budd, naive young replacement 
who has come into the navy from 
the merchant marine. Lad’s sim- 
ple friendliness wins over the en- 
tire crew with exception of a tyran- | 
nical master-at-arms, a psycho case 
who “loves to be hated” by other 
men. Latter falsely accuses the boy 
of plotting mutiny and when words 
fail him due to stress of accusa- 
tion ‘Budd has a speech impedi- 
ment), lad answers the charge with 
his fists and kills his accuser. 

An immediate court-martial finds 
the officers personally in sympathy 
with Budd, but an impassioned dis- 
sertation on wartime discipline, | 


Macken and Miss McNamara flee 
and while they are hiding she re- 
alizes she loves him. 

The emotional pitch is reached 
when the girl is captured and 
taken to Tozere’s home. Macken 
arrives to rescue her, and in order 
to spare his life she implies she 
does not love him, and reveals how 
she had plotted to trick him into 
fighting for her. The situation is 
intensified when he learns the 
truth. Because he has accidentally 
slain Tozere and believes the girl 
he adores will be safer with her 
— lover, he goes out of her 

e. 

Macken’s polished portrayal of 
the sensitive, idealistic fighter is 
excellent, adding great impact to 
the emotional scenes. O’Malley, as 
Gaisceen the gamekeeper, registers 
solidly, and Tozere’s poised per- 
formance as the sophisticated, cyni- 
cal landlord also rates a bow. Miss 
McNamara is believable as Una 
Brehony, Mileston makes an ac- 
_ceptable Owen Fennigan and EI- 
liott Sullivan sparkles as Rory 
Commons. Norma Crane, however, 
rates special mention for her cap- 


coming from ship's captain Vere !andlord’s  castoff __tallywoman. 
against his own desire for acquittal, Tudor Owen, Peggy McCay, 


Grania O’Malley and John Drew 
ee are well cast in minor 
roles. 


in the case, convicts the boy. Cur- 
tain has Budd climbing the rigging 
to his own scaffold—the yard-arm 


when they come to seize the girl. , 


able handling of the role of the! 







—as he shouts forgiveness for 
_— who were forced to judge 
nim. 

Good performances stud the pro- 
duction, with Dennis King topping 
the cast as the captain torn be- 
tween personal feelings and dis- 
cipline. Interesting character roles | 
as ably portrayed by Torin | 
Thatcher, as the villainous master- 
at-arms; Guy Spaull, ship’s first 
officer; Jeff Morrow, belligerent 
crew member; Walter Burke, Irish’ 
Sailor; Jack Manning, neophyte 
midshipman: George Fells, philo- 
sophical old salt; Charles Nolte, a 
personable click as Budd; Bernard 
Kates, stooge to the master-at- 
arms; Preston Hanson and Norman 
Ettlinger, secondary ship’s officers. 

Pace at preem was on the pon- 
derous side, due primarily to heavy 
physical changes. More playing 
should remedy this handily. Bone. | 





Violinist Zino Francescatti, who 
sailed for Paris yesterday (Tues.), | 
won't be back for almost a year. | 
Next season’s U. S. tour will open 
Jan. 1, 1952. 


Stewart Chaney’s settings, cos- 


-tumes and lighting are exceptional- | 
_ly impressive, and definitely among 
‘the production’s outstanding 


as- 
sets. Pacing is good on the whole, 
though the first act can profit con- 
siderably from tightening. 

Shane. 





The Guardsman 
Buffalo, Jan. 25. 
Richard Aldrich & Richard Myers (in 
association with Julius Fleischmann) pres- 
entation of Ferenc Molnar comedy revival 


| in three acts. in adaptation by Grace I. 


Colbron and Hans Bartsch. Stars Jeanette 
MacDonald, Gene Raymond; features Her- 


bert Berghof, Edith King. Staged by Sam | 


Wanamaker. Sets by Herbert Gahagan. 






Fe Erlanger, Buffalo, Jan. 25, °51; $3.60 
op. 

| eee eeece . Edith King 
rrr Pry TT TTT rre Gwen Vandam 
The Actor 5000bG06 6508 Gene Raymond 
The Singer.....«.....Jeanette MacDonald 
The Critic..... Tere TiTCr Herbert Berghof 
P, CEOGBGEP . cc cceccecccese. Maurice Shrog 


Say what you will about Jeanette 
MacDonald and Gene Raymond in 
this slightly shopworn presentation 
of Ferenc Molnar’s theatrical pot- 
boiler, you can’t say they’re not 
trying. And although the effort is 


redolent of some of the most 
hammy histrionics seen hereabouts 
in many a day, a standee premiere 
audience which giggled repeatedly 
in the wrong places and wallowed 
nostalgically in the grandiloquent 
posturings of the stage participants, 
didn’t seem to mind in the least. | 
For oldtimers, however, with hov- 
ering memories of the Lunts in 
the same roles, the proceedings 
only serve to point up the histri- 
onic inadequacies of the stars of | 
this performance. 

Neither in physical nor tempera- | 
mental stature is Raymond fitted | 
for the taxing dual role of the tem- | 
pestuous actor-husband and the 
towering, passionate hussar lover. | 
A typical grown-up American boy 
in appearance, his Moscovite suitor 
seems scarcely fitted to traduce a 
canary. As a result, some of the 
most ingeniously contrived and 
lush passages in action and dialog 
are desiccated or completely lost. 
As for Miss MacDonald, she is visu- 
ally as alluring as ever, but the part 
makes demands upon her which 
are noticeably beyond her capacity 
to fill. Instead of a glamorous, se- 
ductive artiste, in her hands the 
heroine becomes a mincing, feck- 
less female. 

The play, remembered for the) 








ingenuity and high continental fla- | 
vor of its story, has been rewritten | 
so that the heroine becomes a con-| 
cert singer instead of an actress. 
Nothing has been gained by the 
transition, except to give Miss Mac- 
Donald an opportunity for three or 
four vocal numbers in a simulated 
concert performance with accom- 
panist and floral tributes to match, 
and with Raymond as the Russian | 
lover occupying a stage box dur- 
ing the recital. Miss MacDonald’s 
voice is pleasantly facile but thin 
and lacking in volume. Star sings 
“Un Bel Di,” “Les Filles de Cadiz” | 
and “Last Rose of Summer.” For 
an encore she does Debussy’s “Clair 
de Lune,” with special lyrics by 
Raymond. 

Herbert Berghof’s critic is an 
ambivalent, fumbling portrayal | 
badly in need of sharper definition. | 
Edith King’s projection of the har- | 
ridan mother of the singer is ag-| 
gressively overacted. Sam Wana-| 
maker’s direction doesn’t gain him | 
any new laurels. At best, the play 
transpires in an atmosphere of the- | 
atrical superficiality and his di-| 
rection adds little to its ready ac- | 
ceptability. At the opening, per-| 
formance of most of the cast was 
markedly off pace and the action 
was lacking in continuity and 
cumulative interest. Most of the 
histrionics of both of the stars are. 
confined to mouthings and the 
hands-across-the-brow technique. 

In spite of all of the play’s short- | 
comings, overflow preem audience 
| gave the stars and performance an 
enthusiastic reception. Few of the 
inveterate local first-nighters were 
on hand but there was an adulat- 
ing crowd of picture addicts. 
them, here and _ elsewhere, 
MacDonald-Raymond combination 
will prove a magnet, an augury at- 
tested by the fact that all seats for 
,all performances here were sold 
out prior to opening. A spring tour 
extending into June is in contem- 
plation for the production. New 
York is mentioned for next fall, but 
_as of now the proceedings would 
make rugged grist for metropolitan 
, critics. Burton, 





Mike MacCauley 


Santa Barbara, Cal., Jan. 26. 
Richard W. Krakeur & Fred F. Finkle- 
| hoffe production of drama in three acts 


by Finklehoffe and Leo Liebman. Stars 
Don DeFore, Isa Miranda: features Tom 
Neal. Directed by Finklehoffe. At Lo- 
bero, Santa Barbara, Cal., Jan. 26, °51; 
$3.60 top. 
Charlie Rossetti..... ccccece.cames Cross 
Mike MacCauley..... eeeeeee-Don DeFore | 

| Francesca........e eeeesee--Kippie Valez | 
BICANOTA..... 2000000 Ovevcces Anita Ridolfi 

| Margherita........ S+eee-+-- Rosay David 
Emilio..... seeeeeeccesess--. Don Orlando 

| Lieut. Detlie...... eeees+. William Hudson 

Use BPMN. ceseseecvecescces Tom Neal 
Dixie James.............Richard Latimer 

| Ee. POPRNG 0.6 000606000000, Isa Miranda 
Jean Marchand..,........ Charles Andre 


German Soldier.......... George Spelvin 
| Gen. Erich v. Freybourg..Rudolph Anders 





Final days of the war in Italy 
form the background of this Fred 
F. Finklehoffe-Leo Liebman col- 
laboration. Unforiunately, the au- 
thors apparently couldn’t decide 
whether they were writing a 
/comedy-drama or a tragedy, 
-act creates the impression that 
ithey visualized this as the “Jour- 
/ney’s End” of World War II. As 
result, it needs a_ tremendous 
amount of work to be acceptable— 
so much that it probably would be 
better to shelve the entire script 
_and start again. 

Script starts off slowly in telling 
of the hectic 12 hours in which a 
|group of American paratroopers 
seek to destroy a bridge. It never 
picks up speed despite the intro- 
duction of a trio of beauteous 
‘girls, a deserting GI who kills the 
lieutenant, a munitions peddler, a 
‘German general and the stereo- 
typed bad - girl - ballerina - who - is 
really-a-leader-in-the-underground. 
The GIs accomplish their objec- 
tive but only at the cost of the bal- 


\ (Continued on page 52) 


For | 
the | 


| Her Mother 


| out, it’s a tempting role for a star, 


~ Plays on Broadway 


Peer Gynt 


American National Theatre & Academy 
presentation of Cheryl Crawford (in asso- 
ciation with R. L. Stevens) production of | 
Paul Green’s American version of Henrik 
Ibsen’s drama. Stars John Garfield; fea- 
tures Karl Malden, Mildred Dunnock, 
Sono Osato, Pearl Lang, Sherry Britton. 
Production directed by Lee Strasberg; 
choreography, Valerie Bettis: setting and 
lighting, Donald Oenslager; costumes, 
Rose Bogdanoff; music score and direc- 
tion, Lan Adomian; Near East music, 
Hillel and Aviva. At ANTA Playhouse, 
N. Y., Jan. 28, ’51; $4.80 top ($3 mem- 










bership rate). 

| Peer Gynt’s Mother..... Mildred Dunnock | 
PGOP GBS. 56 ccs ceveetuee cee John Garfield | 
Elderly Man......ccccceses+-Ray Gordon | 
Elderly Woman....eccees-- .. Ann Boley | 
ER eG Ou waren eeeeeeee-¥OHN Randolph | 
BORVOIE... cccccecece etcecec- ++ SOGNS Lang 
Her Father.....ccce eee». Joseph Anthony 
Her Mother ...ccccccecesess Anne Hegira 
Buttonmolder Karl Malden | 
Ingrid Rebecca Darke | 


Her Father.... ee-.Nehemia Persoff | 
...-Peggy Meredith 
.. Mahlor Naill 
..Edward Binns 
Lisa Baker 
Ray Gordon 


Her Betrothed.. 
His Father..... 
His Mother..... 
Master Cook 
Herd Girls. . 


Lucille Patton, Barbara 
Gaye, Beverlee Bozeman | 
Greenclad Woman Sherry Britton | 


bt: 2 ere Nehemia Persoff | 
WILY BPO. cccccccccececess Ed Horner 
REE errr ry Tre John Randolph | 
Peasant Woman......-. Casces Lisa Baker | 
Mons. Ballon..........«. Joseph Anthony | 
Herr Von Eberkopf........ Edward Binns 
err re Richard Purdy 
| Herr Trompetstraale...... John Randolph | 
ES  Srerrrrrr rrr creer Hillel | 
lS were e rr ree Ray Gordon 
Lk ... .. MPR eC Te TT eee ore eres .. Aviva 


Bedouin Chief’s Daughter Sono Osato | 
Her Attendants: Patricia Birsh, Barbara 
Gaye, Bob Emmett, Stuart Hodes | 
Asylum Director........ Joseph Anthony 
Eastern Diplomat......... Richard Purdy | 
Others: Margaret Feury, Irving Burton, | 
Ed Horner, Lou Yetter 


This Paul Green revision of early 
Ibsen is another of the sort of 
shows peculiarly suitable for inclu- 
sion in the ANTA Play Series. That 
is, the classic drama, involving a 
large cast and a heavy physical 
production, obviously lacks suffi- | 
cient popular appeal and is too ex- | 
pensive to operate for commercial 
presentation. But as adapted by 
Pulitzer Prize-author Paul Green, | 
it seems worth doing and as con- 
scientiously produced by Cheryl | 
Crawford and Roger L. Stevens it 
is worth legit fans’ seeing. 

Last presented on Broadway in 
1922-23 by the Theatre Guild, with 


| Joseph Schildkraut in the title part 


(it was also done in 1946-47 by the 
Equity Library Theatre), the Ibsen 
epic offers unusual scope and a 
serious challenge to the production 
and the leading actor. The story | 
of an egotistical, greedy man’s life- | 
long struggle to find his soul covers | 
a wide range of locales and moods. | 
Since the name character is on-| 
stage almost continuously through- 


but it can also be a taxing and re- 
vealing one. 

Especially in the first few scenes, 
as the young Peer Gynt makes a 
prodigal’s return home and then 
crashes a neighborhood wedding 
and carries off the bride, the play 
has movement and considerable in- 
terest. But its impact diminishes 
in the suDsequent passages of fan- 
tasy in the Troll kingdom, and the 
going finally becomes pretty deadly 
as the ghostly Buttonmoulder keeps 
hanging about to take the hero 
away to the hereafter. This dis- 
appointing effect is accented by the | 
revolving unit setting comprising | 
a curving flight of steps, apparent- | 





| ly dictated by the low budget. | 


Last | 


Garfield is ingratiating in the 
title part, particularly in the early | 
scenes, and while his performance | 
as an older man is visually convinc- | 
ing, he fails to get the value from 
the satirical interludes and his 
| playing lacks vocal range. Of the! 
featured players, Mildred Dunnock 
| is excellent in the limited role of | 
| Peer’s mother, Karl Malden is lost , 
in the inane part of the Button-| 
| moulder, Sono Osato has only a’ 
brief dance as a desert siren, Pearl 
Lang is passable as Peer’s redeem- 
ing love, and cafe singer Sherry 
Britton can't do much as a seduc- 
tive sprite. | 

Lee Strasberg’s direction appears 
disorganized, and although Valerie 
Bettis’ choreography is properly | 
sensuous it occasionally seems at- 
| tenuated. Donald Oenslager’s 
| scenery and lighting have a stage- 
| bound quality, Rose Bogdanoff’s cos- | 
,tumes generally look appropriate, 
_but the musical score by Lan Ado- 
mian, with an assist by Hillel and 
Aviva, is only occasionally atmos- 
pheric. Hobe, 


The Mikado 


D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. of London 
presentation of musical revival in two 
acts, with music by Arthur Sullivan, li- | 
bretto by W. S. Gilbert. Stage director, 
Eleanor Evans; sets and costumes, Charles 
Ricketts: orchestra director, Isidore God- | 








frey. At St. James, N. Y., Jan. 29, 51; 

$4.80 top. 

Mikado... ...+seeeeee++.-Darrell Fancourt | 
Nanki-P00.....eeeeeee...Neville Griffiths 

Ko-KO....cccccccccescss...-Martyn Green | 
Pooh-Bah... .cccsccceess-Richard Watson | 
PIGH-TUS. « ccccccccccceces .. Alan Styler | 
Go-To eee eee eee eee ee ee Donald Harris 

Yum-Yum....eeeeee+-+-Margaret Mitchell | 





Pitti-Sing... - Joan Gillingham | 


eee erorses 


| Peep-Bo..... Coercccccercos Joyce Wright | 
Rend ape i ag Ella Halman | 
|; Chorus of School Girls, Nobles, Guards | 


and Coolies | 
| 


The D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. of 
London is back in N. Y. and they're ' 


a treat. Superior in many ways to 
the last detachment that was here 
three seasons ago; decked out in 
fresh costumes and settings; repre. 
sented by a well-chosen and finelve 
drilled mixed chorus; with a couple 
of improved replacements in lead 
roles, as the Nanki-Poo of Neville 
Griffiths and Pish-Tush of Alan 
Styler; and with the ever-reliable 
veterans Martyn Green, Darreijl 
Fancourt and Richard Watson re. 
turning—this troupe brings us Gil. 
bert & Sullivan at its stylized finest 
—cute, quaint, musical and vastly 
entertaining. Now managed by 
Bridget D’Oyly Carte, the troupe 


|is in at the St. James for a four- 


week stand, with bill changed 
weekly. Calibre of entertainment 
should bring out the customers 
with likelihood of engagement’s ex. 
tension in N. Y. 

“The Mikado,” first week’s offer. 
ing, is fresh and ever-engaging in 
the ministrations of this troupe, 
Green seems to grow younger— 
certainly he is as spry and as hu- 
morous—in the role of the unhappy 
Lord High Executioner, and his 
hew, added bits of comedy relief 
are highly diverting. Watson is 
properly pompous as Pooh-Bah and 


| Fancourt fantastically regal as the 


Mikado. Ella Halman is fiercely 
fascinating as the monstrous Ka- 
tisha. Griffiths sings Nanki-Poo, 
the wandering minstrel, with a re. 
sounding tenor and charming pres- 
ence. Styler brings a handsome fig- 
ure and a melodious baritone to 
the Pish-Tush role, Margaret 
Mitchell is a lovely and lyrical 
Yum-Yum, and Joyce Gillingham 
and Joyce Wright are very winning 
as the other two little maids from 
school. 

In addition to excellent voices in 
principals and chorus, troupe is 
blessed with talent that act the 
thrice-familiar work with style and 
spirit, taking it seriously, never 
overplaying, and continuing the 
rich tradition of D’Oyly Carte-Gil- 
bert & Sullivan. The veteran Isi- 
dore Godfrey still guides orchestra 
and players with high authority and 
goodwill from the pit, and blends 
all into a delightful evening. 

Bron. 


King Richard II 


N. Y. City Theatre Co. presentation of 
Margaret Webster production of tragedy 
in three acts by William Shakespeare. 
Stars Maurice Evans, Kent Smith; features 

etsy Blair, Louis Hector, Bruce Gordon, 
Frederic Worlock. Staged by Miss Web- 
ster; assistant director, Emmett Rogers. 
Executive producer, George Schaefer; sets 
and lighting, Ben Edwards; costumes, 
Emeline Roche. Incidental music, Herbert 
Menges; arranged by Robert Graves: con- 
ducted by John Cooke. At City Center, 





eer ey rt Pe Maurice Evans 


John of Gaunt.......... Frederic Worlock 
ES os 06.64.60 66.068 ka Kent Smith 
omas Mowbray..........Bruce Gordon 


Duchess of Gloucester..Cavada Humphrey 
Lord Marshall Theodore Mereuse 
George Roy Hill 
Bolingbroke’s Herald...Porter Van Zandt 









Mowbray’s Herald......... Joseph Dooley 
TOON... cesvcceeeecseeceess JOHN Kirchnak 
Cs 5.660 60460 .-. Everett Ripley 
| ere aieae «-Chester Stratton 
Edmund Langley... -.. Reynolds Evans 
<avtecea< ca +..-.. Betsy Blair 


... Louis Hector 


Lord Ross....... eeeee..John Straub 
Lord Willoughby........... Chris Gampel 
i, err -Tom Hughes Sand 
ear eee John Glennon 
WOM CRMEBEM. 66 occcccccccs Clem Fowler 
Earl of Salisbury....... Porter Van Zandt 
a of Carlisle.....Theodore Marcusé 
Sir Stephen Scroop.....Wendell Whitten 
GOs £85 566504 46540 June Prud’homme, 
Patricia Jenkins 

CN osceudeesd-anaden Hamilton Mott 
2d Gardener rike eis} wae een Joseph Dooley 
Abbott of Westminster....Joseph Emmett 
| ape ey heer Clem Fowler 
xton’s Servant........ Porter Van Zandt 
groom (50496 4n05. 600005000 N Joseph Dooley 
NS 66564 608-0 0:0508.40.0 wre John Kirchnak 





_ For the third and final produc- 
tion of its all-too-brief winter sea 
son, the N. Y. City Theatre Co., 
sparkplugged by Maurice Evans, 
has revived the memorable Mar- 
garet Webster presentation of 
Shakespeare’s “King Richard II,” 


first done by Evans in 1937 and re- 


vived in 1940. In the rousing pro- 
duction given at the City Center, 
it’s still a standout, 

The pageantry, drama _ and 
poetry of the downfall of a corrupt 
monarch are graphically presented 
here by a generally skilled cast. 
Drama moves swiftly, with no 
breaks or halts in the quickly- 
shifting scenes. Some of the ac- 
tors declaim the Bard’s verse too 


|perceptibly at start of the play, 


but settle down thereafter, and the 
spell of the poetry and drama is 
wellnigh complete. There is 
hardly a flaw in performances by 
the many male characters in the 
play; only the few femmes are 
weak. 

Miss Webster, who attended to 
the staging while rehearsing for 
her own performance in the forth- 
coming “The High Ground” 
(with a strong assist from Emmett 
Rogers), makes the intrigues of a 
15th century British nobility come 
alive again as if the times and 
mofals were current. A great deal 
of this is also due to Evans’ ster- 
ling portrayal of Richard. 

Evans keys his performance 
keenly to the three levels of the 

(Continued on page 52) 
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ChiB.0. Good But Houses Lack Shows: | 
‘Rose’ $19,800, ‘Ti-Coq’ Mild $14,000 





Chicago, Jan. 30. + 
legit picture looks’ 


Chicago’s ; " 
glum. ‘Not from the financial ends, ‘Roberts’ $40,915 Pitt 
Record; 2836, Montreal 


put from the fact that during one 
of the heaviest convention periods | 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 30. 
Henry Fonda in ‘Mister Roberts” 


of the year there are only three} 
rolled up the biggest take in Pitts- 


plays operating, one_ of which | 
closes this weekend. Demand for 


product for Broadway showcasers 
pulled “Rose Tattoo” away last 
week and “Ti-Coq” this. 

“It’s a Great Day” opened Sun- 
day (28) to brisk advance at the 
Blackstone, but there’s nothing 
else new until Ballet Theatre 
comes in for two weeks at the Civic 
Opera House and “Peter Pan” the 
last 


spot. 
. Estimates for Last Week 
“Rose Tattoo,” Erlanger (4th 
week) ($4; 1,334). Closed Saturday 
(27) with excellent $19,800. 
“South Pacific,” Shubert (11th 
week) ($5; 2,100). Keeps the 
wickets whirling with $51,200. 
“Ti-Coq,” Harris (2nd 
($3.80; 1,000). Racked up so-so 
$14,000 and closes next week. 


‘ROMEO’ 186, DETROIT 
CIVIC-“WIZARD’ 366 


Detroit, Jan. 30. 

“Romeo and Juliet,” with Olivia 
de Havilland, did a fair $18,000 
at the Cass in the first week of 
a fortnight’s run. 

The Civic Light Opera produc- 
tion of “Wizard of Oz” grossed a 
poor $36,000. Current presenta- 
tion is “Lady in Dark,” starring 
Norma Terris. 





The Shubert reopens next Mon | 


day (5) with a fortnight’s booking 


of “The Guardsman,” starring 
Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond. 





‘Sheba’ Up to $20,100 
In Second D. C. Week 


Theatre Guild’s “Come _ Back, 
Little Sheba’ chalked up a fine 
second week of nearly $20,100 at 
the Gayety theatre, playing to a 
$3.60 top. Show built nicely over 
its first week’s $17,800 gross. 


“Death of a Salesman,” with 


Thomas Mitchell starred, moved in | 
for a three-week | 


last night (29) 
booking, with the advance sale re- 
ported strong. 


‘Diamond Lil’ $8,500 


For Four in Columbus 


Columbus, Jan. 30. 
Mae West’s “Diamond Lil” 
opened light at the Hartman here 
Wednesday (24); took a _ healthy 
jump Friday night; had a big 
Saturday matinee, and was a vir- 
tual sellout that night, for $8,500 
in four performances. This is con- 
sidered satisfactory here for a re- 

turn in less than a year’s time. 
The Lunts, in “I Know My 
Love,” open tomorrow (31) with 
performances through Saturday. 


Lunts $32,700, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Jan. 30. 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne, in “I Know My Love,” 
racked up a rollicking $32,700 last 
week, at a $4.31 top. 
Current is “Mister Roberts,” 
with Henry Fonda. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 














“Autumn Garden” (D)—Kermit 


Bloomgarden, prod.; Harold Clur-, 


man, dir. 


“Green Pastures” (M) — Dwight 


Deere Wiman, prod.; Mare Con- 
nelly, dir. 

“High Ground” (D)—Albert H. 
rea prod.; Herman Shumlin, 

ir. 

“King and I” (M)—Richard Rodg- 
ers & Oscar Hammerstein II, 
prods.; John van Druten, dir. 

“Moon Is Blue” (C)— Richard 
Aldrich & Richard Myers, Julius 


Fleischmann, Otto Preminger, 
prods.; Preminger, dir. : 
“Razzle Dazzle” (R) — David 


Heilweill, Derrick Lynn-Thomas, 
prods.; Edward Reveaux, dir. 

“Small Hours” (CD)—Max Gor- 
aoe prod.; George S. 
Ir. 

“Springtime Folly” (C) — United 
Producers, prod.; Leon Michel, dir. 
HOLLYWOOD 

“Roger The Sixth” (C)—William 
aurvis, Ted Tetrick, prods.; Jarvis, 
ir. 


week in March at the same) 
| 


week) | 


burgh history for a non-musical, 
doing a _ sensational $40,515 last 
week at the new Nixon. Figure was 
all the more amazing inasmuch as 
the seagoing comedy, with John 
Forsythe in the lead, had played 
the old Nixon for three weeks last 
fall, doing a sizzling total gross of 
$90,000 at that time. 

As a matter of fact, the engage- 


Innocents’ Gets $16,300 
As Philadelphia Loner 


Philadelphia, Jan. 30. 

The Erlanger, Philly’s only inde- 
pendent legit house, was all by its 
lonesome last «week, and its occu- 
pant, “The Innocents,” benefited 
by this to boost its second-week 
gross to $16,300. Show has been 

eld over for a third week. 

Last night (29), Philly was host 
to two legit openings, “Billy Budd” 
at the Forrest, and ‘‘Come Back, 
Little Sheba,” at the Walnut. The 
Shubert, after three dark weeks, 
re-lights Feb. 13 with “Peter Pan.” 


.The Locust joins the parade Feb. 


ment was virtually sold out even| 


before the curtain went up on the 
first performance. All-time open- 
ing night record of $5,180 was a 
| tipoff, and show kept on rolling 
mightily. 





Holds On In Mont’! 
Montreal, Jan. 30. 
Despite heavy competition from 
Sadler’s Wells’ Ballet, ‘Mister 
Roberts” with John Forsythe in the 
lead drew nearly $28,500 last week 
at His Majesty’s. The 1,579-seater 
was scaled to a $3.94 top. 
Further legit plans for His 
Majesty’s are indefinite, and house 
is filling in with the film 
“Pagliacci” for one week. 


‘LIL’ PREEMS NEW ROXY 
3-WAY SKED IN ATLANTA 


‘Atlanta, Jan. 30. 
Roxy theatre, now under manage- 





| 
| 


ment of the Wilby-Kincey circuit, | 


will inaugurate its film-band-legit 
policy Friday (2), when Mae West 
appears in a two-day, three-per- 


| dollar earnings will be subject to 


,formance stand in “Diamond Lil.” | 


Top price will be $3.60. 


' Also booked is a replay of 
“Streetcar Named Desire” for the 
latter part of February. 
car” played the Tower theatre (for- 
merly Erlanger) last season to fair 


business. Tower now is shuttered. ‘CHARLEY’ FINE $40 600 | om $20,700 (previous week, $20,- 
9 ct) 


Guy Lombardo and orch will in- 


| be $100,000), insurance, royalties, 


| tenance expenses. 
“Street- | 


21 with the preem of Lillian Hell- 
man’s new play, “An Autumn 
Garden.” 


Sadler's Takes 
$450,000 Home 


Montreal, Jan. 30. 

Winding up its 20-week North | 
American tour in Quebec City Sun- 
day (28), Sadler’s Wells Ballet re- 
turned to London Monday (29) 
with added laurels plus $500,000 
for the British Exchequer. 

At a meeting here in Montreal 
of the Dance Teachers assn., David 
L. Webster, general administrator 
for the Covent Garden Opera | 
Trust, parent body of the Royal 
Covent Garden Opera Co. and the | 
Sadler’s Wells group, said the pub- | 
lic has paid nearly $2,500,000 to 
see this company and $500,000 of | 
this has gone in admission taxes. 

The estimated $500,000 made by 
the company doesn’t represent a 
profit to the Covent Garden Trust, | 
as some of the expenses paid for in 
England will have meant buying | 
dollars, but the net dollar earnings 
for the Exchequer will not be less 
than $430,000 to $450,000. The | 





such deductions as: traevlling ex- 
penses (railway charge alone will 


production and main- 
According to 
Webster, these should come close 
to $1,500,000. 


rehearsal, 








1 
| 
| 


Bway Up Again; Pawnshop’ $14,100, 
‘Darkness’ 266, ‘Century’ SRO 23146 
Evans Big 326, ‘Threshold’ $17,500 


Attendance on Broadway spurted | closes scheduled two-week run next 
again last week, taking business to Sunday night (4). 
its healthiest level, with the excep- | Openings 
tion of Christmas-New Year week, D’Oyly Carte, St. James (O-$4.80; 





since the boxoffice boom of last! 1,571: $37,000). Gilbert & Sulli- 
fall. Receipts started briskly early van troupe, presented by D’Oyly 
last week and generally held the; Carte Opera Co. of London, 
improvement over the already-| opened Monday night (29) with 


healthy previous stanza. Prospects 
for the current week are not quite 
as good, but still much better than 
normal. 

The total gross for all 23 
shows last week was $692,000, or 
85% of capacity. The previous 
week’s corrected total for 27 
shows was $718,100, or 82. 

Last week’s closings included 
“Peter Pan” and “Enemy of the 
People.” Due to shutter this week 
are “King Lear’ and the limited- 
run “Richard II.” 

Estimates fér Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 


|includes 20% amusement tax, but 


grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 


“Affairs of State,” Music Box 


'(19th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874). 


Over $27,000, with the standee 


|\limit and parties (previous week, 


$27,100). 
“Angel in the Pawnshop,” Booth 
|(2d wk) (D-$4.80; 712; $20.365). 


Over $14,100 (previous week, $8,- 
300 for first four performances). 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” Barry- 
more (llth wk) (C-$4.80; 1,066; 
$28,060). Topped $28,000. with 


| standees (previous week, $28,100). 


“Bless You All,” Hellinger (7th 
wk) (R-$7.20; 1,543; $55,000). Bet- 
ter than $45,100 (previous week, 
$47,800). 

“Call Me, Madam,” Imperial 
(16th wk) (M-$7.20; 1,400; $51,847). 
The limit, $52,500 again. 

“Country Girl,’ Lyceum (12th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 995; $22,845). Just 


“The Mikado,” to 
cordial notices; next 


unanimously 
week’s bill, 


“H.M.S. Pinafore” and “Trial by 
Jury,” opens Monday night (5); 
presentations breaks even at 


around $25,600. 

“Green Bay Tree,” Golden (D- 
$4.80; 690; $19,000). Revival of 
Mordaunt Shairp drama, presented 
by Shepard Traube: production 
was financed at $40,000, cost about 
$35,000 (excluding $7,500 in bonds) 
and can break even at about $11,- 
500; opens tomorrow night (Thur.). 

“Peer Gynt,” ANTA Playhouse 
(D-$3: 924; $22,730). Paul Green 
adaptation of the Ibsen classic, 
presented by Cheryl Crawford, in 
association with R. L. Stevens, as 
the fifth in the ANTA Play Series; 
production was budgeted at $20,- 


000 and cost about $25,000, plus 
about $5,000 in bonds, and can 
break even at around $13,000; 
opened Sunday night (28) to 


two moderately favorable notices 
(Barnes, Herald Tribune; Hawkins, 


World-Telegram & Sun), four un- 
favorable (Atkinson, Times; Cole- 
man, Mirror; McClain, Journal- 
American; Watts, Post) and two 
‘in conclusive (Chapman, News; 
Pollock, Compass). 

“Rose Tattoo,” Beck (D-$4.80; 


/ 1,214; $28,000). Tennessee Wil- 
iliams play, presented by Cheryl 
Crawford; production was financed 
j}at $100,000, cost around $65,000 
|plus about $14,000 in bonds, and 
| will break even at approximately 
| $15.500; opens Saturday night (3). 
| ‘“Where’s Charley,” Broadway 
| (M-$4.80-$6; 1,900; $49,000). Ray 
Bolger starrer, presented by Cy 
, Feuer and Ernest H. Martin, in as- 
sociation with Gwen Rickard, is 
| back for an announced four-week 
| stand before filling a Coast en- 
| gagement; breaks even at around 


poking plans with « Feb. 18 em IN STH BOSTON STANZA s.r cite: seetsini). 


{ 
agement. 
— ' Boston, Jan. 30. 


‘Fox and Paramount theatres Jan. . i ( 
|1 from Georgia theatres, headed by | House, with a substantial ticket 
|William K. Jenkins, as an after-| demand for six matinee perform- 
/math of di¥orcement involving the ances. Other newcomer is “The 
Paramount anti-trust consent de-|King of Friday’s Men,” at the 
cree. All three theatres have been | Plymouth for two weeks, which 
‘repainted and otherwise dolled up.; opened without much fanfare. 
‘Noble Arnold, of W-K’s Durham, | ““Where’s Charley?” wound up a 
|N. Cus office, is now here in charge | five-week engagement and could 
of his firm’s local operations. mere See Lest Week 
Meanwhile, Atlanta s Penthouse “Where's Charley?,” Shubert (5th 
theatre, Greek type showcase atop wk) (1.750: $4 80-$6 Sat.) Wound 
‘downtown Ansley Hotel, opened its . in in anee nots 
7 up run in the chips, over $40,600. 
spring season Monday night (29) | House currently dark. 
‘with Francis Lederer starring in 
‘Shaw’s “Arms and the Man.” All 
Penthouse seats are priced at $3. 
| Penthouse’s second play will be 
'“Room Service,” John Murray- 
Allen Boretz comedy, with Sterling 
Holloway as star. 





In Its Baltimore Week 


iil id meenees. Jan. 30. . 
| “Death of a Salesman,” in a 

‘Streetcar’ OK $12,800 | Reed's last week y oe ~e = 
. ss, five plays promised under Theatre 

In 3d St. Louis Visit Guild-American Theatre Society 

St. Louis, Jan. 30. | subscription, mopped up in robust 

“A Streetcar Named Desire” style, garnering $23,500 for the 
wound up a one-week stand, its week. ie 
third in three years, at the Ameri-| Don Swann ran into some diffi- 
can here Saturday (27) with a neat | culty with the local fire department 
gross. The 1,700-seat house was with his theatre-in-the-round lay- 











performances grabbed an approxi- tel, resulting in some curtailing of 
mate $12,800. capacity and falling off trade occa- 

“Oklahoma” teed off another sioned by subsequent press releases 
one-week stand at the American which indicated an absolute close- 
‘Sunday (28), with a near-capacity down. Current opus, “Design for 
house on hand. Play is back for its Living,” starring Marsha Hunt, 
_sixth visit and 10th week. House is didn’t miss a performance and 
scaled to $4.27. weathered the difficulties with an 





‘Salesman’ Robust $23,500 


‘scaled to a low $3.05, and eight out at the Sheraton Belvedere ho-| 


) . 

Darkn ss at Noon.” Alvin (3d | $23,000; opened Monday night (29), 
Future Schedule 
“Ti-Coq,” Broadhurst, Feb. 5. 
“Billy Budd,” Biltmore, Feb. 6 

(trying out). 
“Not for Children,” 


“Enemy of the People,” Broad- 
| hurst (5th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,160; $32.- 


| 000). Under $7,400 (previous week, Coronet, 


/$23,500); closed Saturday night | Feb. 8 (trying out). 
(27) after 36 performances; lost| _ “Southern Wild,” New Stages, 
around $70,000-$75,000. Feb. 8. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” “Razzle Dazzle,” Arena, Feb. 14 
Ziegfeld (60th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; | (rehearsing). 


“King of Friday’s Men,” Play- 
house, about Feb. 14 (trying out). 

“Small Hours,” National, Feb. 15 
(rehearsing). 
~ “High Ground,” 48th Street, Feb. 
20 (rehearsing). 

“Mary Rose,” ANTA Playhouse, 
Feb. 25. ; 

“Green Pastures,” unspecified 
theatre. Feb. 26 (rehearsing). — 

“Springtime Felly,” unspecified 
— week of Feb. 26 (rehears- 
ng). 

“Moon Is Blue,” Miller, March 6 
(rehearsing). 


$48,244). Just about $46,400 (previ- 
ous week, $45,000). 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 
(10th wk) (M-$6.60; 1,319; $43,000). 
The limit, as usual, with parties 
limiting the gross to $42,100 (previ- 
ous week $43,000). 

“Happy Time,” Plymouth (53d 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Over 
$25,000 (previous week, $23,900). 

“King Lear,” National (5th wk) 
(D-$4.80; 1,172; $29,534). Over 
$17,100 (previous week, $25,800); 
closing next Saturday night (3). 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (107th 








wk) (M-$6; 1,361; $40,847). Just “Autumn Garden,” play, Coro- 
about $36,300 (previous week,| met. March 7 (rehearsing). 
' $33,100). “Romeo and Juliet,” unspecified 


“Lady’s Not for Burning,” Roy- | theatre, March 9 (trying out). 
ale (12th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,035; $27,-|_. “King and 1,” St. James, 
100). Bettered $23,700 (previous March 29 (rehearsing). __ 
week, $22,800). “Make a Wish,” unspecified the- 
“Member of the Wedding,” Em- | 4tre, April 5. 
| Pire (55th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $24,- Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” un- 
196). Nearly $14,000 (previous specified theatre, April 19. 


week, $12,500). 
New Pro Dallas Group To 


Gth wk), (M-S6; 1645; $49,191) 
wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $49,191). : 

Use Pix House for Plays 
Dallas, Jan. 30. 


Topped $48,600 (previous week, 
Actors Guild, a new professional 


$48,500). 
group of 35 members, was formed 











| “Peep Show,” Winter Garden | 
(30th wk) (R-$7.20; 1,519; $55,677). | 


Kaufman, 


okay $4,800. 
‘Budd’ $3,700 in 5, N.H. 


New Haven, Jan. 30. 


Victor Jory is current in “Mr. 
Barry’s Etchings,”’ which will wind 
up the four-week arena _ season. 


Preem of “Billy Budd” hit an Nothing at Ford’s until Feb. 12, 


offbeat at the Shubert last week! when Al 


(24-27). 
timated $3,700. 


Rosen’s “The High | 


In for five performances Ground,” by Charlotte Hastings, 
at a $3.60 top, show grossed an es- | starring Margaret Webster, Tom | 


Helmore and Leueen McGrath, will | 


Current is Elmer Rice’s “Not for | spend a pre-Broadway week. 


Children” (31-3). Next week gets 
breakin of “The High Ground” 
(formerly “Strange Sanctuary’) 
for Feb. 8-10, followed by preem 
‘of “Springtime Folly,” Feb. 15-17. 


| 

| ‘Apple’ 13G in 7, Kaycee 

Kansas City, Jan. 30. 
Fox-Midwest played “Apple of 

His Eye” in the Orpheum here for 

seven performances last week, for 

a pleasant $13,000 total. 
The Edward Arnold 





starrer 


played Jan. 25-29, with a pair of 
jmatinees, at a $3.66 top. 


| 


| 


} 
' 


ike’ $29,638, Seattle 


Seattle, Jan. 30. 


“As You Like It,” starring 
Katharine Hepburn, at the 1,500-. 
seater Metropolitan, got near-ca- | 
pacity biz in eight performances. 
Scaled from $4.50, the revival set 
a new house record at $29,638. ' 
Next at Met for a week’s engage- 
ment opening Feb. 12 is Les Bal- 
lets de Paris, also scaled from 
$4.50. i 





wk) 


(27) after 321 performances, having 
regained approximately $40,000 on 
its $110,000 investment; is touring. 
“Season in the Sun,” Cort (18th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,056; $24,101). Near- 
$22,100 
00). 
“Second Threshold,” Morosco 
(4th wk) (CD-$4.80; 912; $24,300). 
Almost $17,500 (‘previous week, 


$15,700). 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (93d 
M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). As 
always, all the house will hold; 
over $50,800. 

“Twentieth Century,” Fulton 
(5th wk) (C-$4.80; 976; $23,228). 
Just a shade under $23,500 again. 

Stock 

“Richard II,” City Center (lst 
wk) (D-$3; 3,025; $41,000). Just 
about $32,400 in eight perform- 
ances, including one _ preview; 


(previous week, $22,- | 


| $30 700) a ee Se here last week, and already has 
“Peter Pan,” St. James (40th 2@cauired use of the Arcadia the- 
wk) (M-$4.80; 1,571; $34,500), atre, previously a suburban Dallas 
Almost $33,700 (previous week, filmhouse. In the future it will 
$29,300); closed Saturday night continue its picture policy, but will 


convert to legit for scheduled plays. 

Guild will stage its first Dallas 
performance Feb. 27-28 and March 
1. Its initial touring production was 
given in Kilgore, Tex., Jan. 19. 





| ‘Kate’ OK $31,500, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 30. 

Departure of “Kiss Me, Kate” 
over the weekend again left Los 
Angeles with only one legit offer- 
ing, and tha. in a smull-seater. 
Opening of he new Ivar theatre 
next week will heighten activity. 

“Kate” built to a solid $31,500 
for its second and final frame at 
the Biltmore, giving it a profitable 
$56,500 for the fortnight. Last 
week’s opener, “Mr. Big Shot,” 
drew a so-so $2,706 in five per- 
formances at Las Palmas. 
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Plays Abroad 


The Gay Invalid 


London, Jan. 25. 


Petér Daubeny Presentations. Ltd., pro- 
duction of comedy (with music) by Sir 
Barry Jackson and Robert Brenon. Adapt- 
ed from Moliere’s “Le Malade Imagi- 
naire.” Music by Leslie Bridgewater; ae 
reography by Walter Gore. Directed, >V 
Michael Langham. At Garrick, London, 


Jan. 24, ’51 Matthews 





“YS ere: a 
Sh ne wes wees. Elisabeth Bergner | 
Angelica... .ccccccecececce: Daphne Slater 
Belinda....ccccccccececes Hariejte Johns 
Valentine. ....... cae geues .Peter (¢ ushing 
Dr. Douche.......eeesee:: . Hugh Pryse 
Thomas Douche.....««-: Stuart Latham 


Heartwell «Michael Shevley 


Professor Purge@....ee-: rod Slaughter 
Deeds Pree re es Ferdy Mavne 
PotioN....ccccececseeoses Peter Vaughan 

\ Walter Gore 


Harlequin 
Scaramouche 
Colombine 
Lou ise 


Graham Stark 
Anna Macwilliam 
Caroline Comyns Carr 


This is a free adaptation of Mo- 
liere’s classic satire, and is an odd 
mixture of crudity and tantasy. It 
will have a limited snob attraction 
draw on its intrinsic merits, with 


marquee pull via Elisabeth Berg- | 


ner and A. E. Matthews. Its b.o. po- 
tentialities for the U.S. look nil. 

Storv revolves around a fussy 
hvpvochondriac who flils his days 
with apprehension as to his bodily 
state while lining the pockets of 
various medicos. His second white 
calmlv awaits his demise, after get- 
ting all the negotiable cash she 
can lay her hands on. Her step- 
daughter, secretly in love with a 
soldier, tries to wriggle out of a 
prospective match her father has 
engineered with the son of his doc- 
tor. Manipulating all these lives, 
like a puppet-master, is the maid- 
servant. who has deserted a troupe 
of strolling players for a more Sseé- 
cure stake in the world. 

The actors return and beg her 
to rejoin them, which she does, on 
securing the unmasking of her un- 
faithful mistress, the debunking of 
her master’s physical condition, and 
the happy fulfillment of the young 
girl’s love affair. She in turn picks 
up the threads of her own inter- 
runted romance. 

A. E. Matthews ambles complain- 
ingly through the title role with 
his own endearing 
Elisabeth Bergner brings her 
changeless elfin charm to the char- 
acter of the serving woman, who is 
sprightly and gay despite her 50 
vears. Supporting characters are 
commendable. 

Walter Gore makes a rare con- 
tribution with his choreography 
and exquisite miming. Piece owes 
much to the skillful direction of 
Michael Langham. Clem. 


La Repitition ou 
Amour Pani 


(The Rehearsal or Love Punished) 
Paris, Jan. 5. 
Jean-Louis Barrault and Marigny pro- 
duction of drama in five acts by Jean 
Anouilh. Staged by Barrault; decors and 
— Jean-Denis Macles. At Marigny, 
aris. 


Countess ...... ceeeeee Madeleine Renaud 
Lucie 1 eee eeeeeccecece Simone Valere | 
Hortensia ....eeceeeee+--Elina Labourdette 
D-miens ..... eeaeeseveaws . Pierre Bertin 
are er 0066 G00 600: Jean Servais 
WUOLOONE: 6.64603 56600558 Bernard Dheran 
a res rere Jean-Louis Barrault 





Jean Anouilh’s recently trans- 
posed “Crv of Peacock” laid a big 
egg on Broadway. His “Ring 
Around the Moon,” transcribed by 
Christovher Fry, is socko in Lon- 
con. His latest, given breath- 
teking production by Jean-Louis 
Ferrault, is capacity here, but is too 
fragile 
American theatrical tastes. 

Although the play is set in mod- 
ern times, Anouilh uses the gim- 
mick of a rehearsal of an early 
18th century play to set the piece 
in costume and so intertwine his 
characters with their stage roles. 
There is a sophisticated count who 
falls in love with the young, naive 
governess of his children. The 


the Tristan Bernard Prize 
‘ season’s best comedy (it is still run- 


personality. | 


i pecially by 


and Gallic to appeal to, 











DOROTHY E. KANE SCHOOL 
Elementary and High School Subject 
State Licensed Teacher—Hours Ar- 
ranged to Conform with Other Ac- 
tivities. 


11 W. 42nd St.. New York WI7-7127 


countess has her young, stuffy 
lover on hand but is frightened 
when her security is threatened by 
this new love. She entices the 
count’s best friend into calighten- 
ing the girl on the count’s true 


character and promiscuity. She 
runs off terribly hurt with the 
count in fruitless pursuit. The 
countess knows he will be back, 


and that the rehearsal will go on. 

While the play tends to fall into 
a series of self flagellating dialogs 
and diatribes, Jean-Louis Barrault 
has given it fine staging and 
dramaturgy. The acting is flawless, 
with Barrault giving the count a 
full measure of complicated cyni- 
cism and_ sentimentality. Jean 
Servais brings a magnificent voice 
to the role of the tortured hero. 
Madeleine Renaud is brilliant as 
the intelligent wife who leads the 
game with a firm, relentless hand. 
Others in the cast are admirable. 
The Barrault troupe is probably the 
finest in Paris at the present time. 

Mosk. 





Ami-Ami 


Paris, Jan. 16. 


Mime. Rene Sancelme production of a 
comedy. in three acts by Pierre Barillet 
and Je®n-Pierre Gredy Directed by Jean 
Wall. Setting by Georges Wakewitch. At 
Theatre Daunou, Paria. 
eee ..Maria Mauban 
pO Po) ee eae Odile Versois 
oS | errr rr re Simone Paris 
Christian ... Jacques Dacqmine 





Gerard Sety 
Robert Hommet 


Alexandre 
Max 


Young Pierre Barillet and Jean- 
Pierre Gredy, whose “Don 


d’Adele” of last year was awarded 
as the 


ning), appear to have clicked again 
with this latest piece. It is not so 
funny as “Adele,” but its sprightly 
and often witty dialog lifts this 
comedy several degrees above the | 
ordinary Paris laugh vehicle. 

The story, fairly simple, 
cerns a career woman who makes 
more money than her husband, 
who stays home to look after the 
household duties. From this situa- 
tion emerges some familiar marital 
mixups but there finally is a re- 
conciliation, with the implication 
that the dominating Nicole will 
confine her energy to money-mak- 
ing activities. 

The play is admirably acted, es- 
Maria Mauban, in the 
long and difficult role of Nicole, 
the career woman. She took over 
the assignment after a week’s re- 
hearsal when Sophie Demarets 
became ill. Odile Versois is charm- 
|}ing and amusing as Marie-Joseph. 
| Jacques Dacqmine and Gerard Sety 
give fine support as Christian and 
|, Alexandre. Wakewitch’'s setting of 
a modern apartment is tasteful. On 
the whole, it is a comedy Broadway 


con- 





should be interested in. Fred. 

| 

° , 
‘Okla.’ $35,400 in Split 
Davenport, Jan. 30. 
“Oklahoma” is apparently just 


| about as good as ever. The Rodg- 
' ers-Hammerstein perennial, play- 
ing eight performances in three 
different stands, grossed a total of 
$35.400 last week. That included 
$8,300 for two showings Sunday 
(21) as the finale of its Minneapolis 
engagement. 

Other dates during the week 
| were at the Auditorium, Roches- 
ter, Minn.; Vocational Highschool, 
| La Crosse, and the Orpheum, here. 
Show is at the American, St. Louis, 
‘all this week 





‘Brig’ $21,400, N. Orleans’ 


New Orleans, Jan. 30. 
| “Brigadoon” playing the first 


- eight performances of a 10-per- 


formance stay at the Civie Audi- 
torium here. grossed a nice $21,- 
400 last week. 

After two extra showings here 
Sunday (28). the musical is play- 
ing one-nighters the balance of 
this week. 























FOR SALE 


Established Summer Theatre fully 
equipped, 50 miles from New York. 
Excellent income from building. Box 
V-527, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., 
New York 19, WN. Y. 





| ‘KING’ $1,500 PRINCETON 


Princeton, Jan. 30. 

In a break-in performance at the 
McCarter here last Saturday night 
(27), “King of Friday’s Men” 
grossed a satisfactory $1,500. 

Show is continuing its pre- 
—— tour this week in Bos- 
on. 








| ‘Guardsman’ $13,200, Buff. 








Buffalo, Jan. 30. 





FOR RENT 
Air Conditioned 
SUMMER THEATRE 


400 Serts (Equity) 
in N. J., 45 min. from WN. Y. City 


Box V 126, Variety, 154 W. 46th &t. 
New York 19, N.Y 


Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond were a boxoffice bonfire 
here last week in “The Guards- 
man,” 
the entire engagement and gross- 


formances. 
Revival is at the Hanna, Cleve- 








lJand, this week. 





drawing standee trade for’ 


ing over $13,200 for the four per-) 


Current Road Shows 


(Jan. 29-Feb. 11) 


“Apple of His Kye”’—Orpheum 
Kansas City (29); Areadia, Wichita 
(30-31): Convention Hall, Tulsa (1); 
Home, Oklahoma City (2); Robin- 
son Aud., Little Rock (3); Majestic, 
Ft. Worth (5'; Melba, Dallas ‘6-7); 
Musie Hall. Houston (8); Para- 
mount. Austin (9); Texas, San An- 


tonio (10). 

“As You Like It”’—Royal, Vic- 
toria. B. C. (29-30); International 
Cinema, Vancouver (31-3); Fox. 
Svokane (5-6'!; Aud., St. Paul (9- 
10). 


“Billy Budd” ‘trvout) — Forrest; 
Phila. (29-3). (Reviewed in VARIETY 
this week! 


“Brigadoon” - Lanier Aud.., 
Montgomery, Ala. (30); Albanv 
Albana, Ga. (3 Peabody Aud., 
Daytona, Fla, (1-2); Aud., Orlando 
(3): Aud., Miami (5-9); Aud., Ft. 
Lauderdale (10). 

“Come Back, Little Sheba’— 
Walnut. Phita. (29-10) (Closing). 


“Death of a Solesman”—Gavety. 
Washington (29-10). 

“Diamond Lil” Coliseum, 
Evansville, Ind. (29): Memorial 
Aud.,. WLouisville (30-31); Ryman 
Aud., Nashville (1': Roxy, Atlanta 
(2-3): Temple, Birmingham (5); 
Lanier Aud., Montgomery (6); 
Murphy, Mobile (7); Civic, New 
Orleans (8-11) 

“Guardsman” (tryout) — Hanna, 
Cleve. (29-3): Shubert, Detroit (5- 
10) (‘Reviewed in Variety this 
week). 

“High Ground” (trvout? 
Shubert, New Haven (8-10). 

“I Know My Love” — Victoria, 
Davton (29-30): Hartman, Colum- 
bus (31-3): Paramount. Toledo (5); 


Murat. Indianapolis (7-8); Aud., 
Louisville (9-10). 

“Innocents” — Erlanger, Phila. 
(29-3): Nixon. Pitt. (5-10). 


“King of Friday's Men” (tryout) 
—Plyvmouth, Bost. (29-10) (Re- 
viewed in Variety this week). 

“Kiss Me, Kate” — Arlington, 
Santa Barbara (29-30): Civie Aud., 
Pasadena (31-1): Muniec. Aud., Long 
Beach (2-3); Aud... Fresno (5-6): 
Memorial Aud., Sacramento 
10). 

“Mike MacCauley” (tryout) 
Geary, San Francisco (29-10) (Re- 
viewed in Varirry this week). 

“Mister Roberts” (‘Henry Fonda’! 

—Taft Aud... Cincinnati (29-3); 
Victoria. Dayton (5-10) 
“Mister Roberts” (Tod Andrews) 
Roval Alexandra. Toronto, (29- 
3): Shea’s, Erie (5-6); Erlanger. 
Buffalo (7-10) 

“Not for Children” (trvout)— 
Klein Aud., Bridgeport (30): Shu- 

bert. New Haven (31-3); Ford's. 
Baltimore (5-10). 

“Oklahoma” American, St. 
Louis (29-3): Davidson, Milwaukee 
(5-10). 

“Peter Pan”—Opera House, Bost. 
(29-10). 

“Romeo and Juliet” (tryout!)— 
Cass, Detroit (29-3): Hanna. Cleve- 
|land (5-10) (Reviewed in VARIETY. 
Jan. 24, °50). 

“Small Hours” (tryout)—Forrest. 
| Phila. (5-10). 
| “South Pacific’—Shubert, 

(29-10). 

“Streetcar Named _ Desire’ — 
Murat. Indianapolis (29-31): Town 

Hall, Toledo (1-3); Colony, Mariet- 
ta, O. (5): Aud., Charleston, W. Va. 
(6); Keith Albee, Huntington, W. 
Va. (7); Hartman, Columbus, O. 
(8-10). 

“Ti-Coq” (tryout)—Harris, 
(29-3) (Reviewed in 
24, °50; Nov. 15, °50). 


(7J- 
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| Piays Out of Town | 


Continued from page 50 








Mike MaeCauley 


lerina, who lures the general into 
a car due to cross the bridge at 
the right moment. At the curtain, 
the remaining two soldiers are at- 
tempting to stana off advancing 
German troops. 

| There are occasional flashes of 


\ 
| 
| 
{ 


‘humor — earthy, authentic GI 
humor—but these are inundated 
by waves of philosophic patter 


that generates a steady cough-per- 
|}minute pace. 

| _ Cast, under Finklehoffe’s direc- 
tion, is only spasmodically success- 
‘ful in making any of the charac- 
‘ters come to life. Isa Miranda, 


making her American legit debut, | 


shows occasional traces of the 
‘talent for which she is noted. She 
plays her last act as if it would 
be better to keep the lines a secret 
|from the audience. 
| when lines permit him to fall 
| easily into his usual film chore as 
| the typical American boy. 

James Cross (ostensibly handling 
the role only until Eddie Bracken 
ends a film commitment and joins 
the cast) makes the most only of 
the comedy facets of the character 
of the ex-flesh peddler who had 
become a paratrooper, spectacles 
_and all. Writing indicates the au- 
thors may have had Bracken in 


f : Don DeFore | 
|in the title role is effective only 


|mind for this role from the begin- 
ining. Sole featured player, Tom 
‘Neal, is overly melodramatic as 
tne deserting GI. Femmes Kippie 
Valez, Anita Ridolfi and Rosay 
David brighten -the scenery and 
Charles Andre and Rudolph An- 
ders are properly suave as the 
munitions man and the general. 
Single setting by George Jenkins 
is excellent, capturing perfectly 
the decaying flamboyance of, a 
palace-turned gambling den. 
Kap. 











_ Plays on B’way 


——— Continued from page 50 


King Richard I! 


Bard's plot, and his 
grows in intensity 
stature as Richard turns’ from 
eynical, dissolute ruler to the 
badgered, beleaguered king and 











delineation 
as well as 


finally to the deposed, imprisoned | 


ex-monarch. His lines spurt fire 
as well as poetry, while in physical 
appearance and carriage he cer- 
tainly looks the king. Kent Smith, 
who is co-starred with Evans, also 


rates high praise for the hard, driv- | 


ing portrait he makes of Boling- 
broke, who takes Richard's crown. 

Production is studded with ex- 
cellent performances, from big 
roles to bit parts. Frederic Wor- 
lock is a warming elder statesman 
as John of Gaunt; Reynolds Evans 
is properly fussy as the bewildered 
Langley, Duke of York. Bruce 
Gordon, as a rambunctious Mow- 
bray; Chester Stratton, as the de- 
vious Bushy, and Louis Hector, as 
the sturdy Northumberland, are 
equally fine. Smaller parts such 
as Hamilton Mott’s gardener, Theo- 
dore Marcuse’s bishop, George 
Roy Hill's Aumerle and Clem 
Fowler’s Exton, are done with as 
much care and skill as major roles. 
Cavada Humphrey is appealing 


though not intense enough as the, 


Duchess of Gloucester; Betsy Blair 
is quite literal and not dramatic 
enough for the Queen. 

Costumes are striking, and light- 
ing most effective. The incidental 
musie rates a special nod for its 
aptness and appeal. Bron. 





Legit Followup 





Where's Charley? 
(BROADWAY, N. Y.) 

With a rejuvenated Ray Bolger 
again making a comic holiday in 
the title part, ‘““‘Where’s Charley?” 
returned Monday night (29) to New 
York after a triumphant tive weeks 
in Boston, Although such a thing 
is manifestly impossible, the star 
seems better than ever, so this dis- 
arming Frank Loesser-George Ab- 
bott musical hokumization of the 
venerable “‘Charley’s Aunt” is 
practically ready for a whole new 
career. Its present Main Stem 
stay is limited, as a Coast engage- 
ment is set for a few weeks hence, 
otherwise is could stick around in- 
definitely. Only Bolger’s exhaus- 
tion after nearly two years halted 
the previous Broadway run. 

Although many of the original 
company are _ still with it, 
“Charley” is seemingly more 
Bolger’s show than ever. The star's 
clowning seems more expert and 
assured than when the musical 
shuttered last fall, even the hilari- 
ous slapstick soft-shoe and vocal 
routine to the audience-capturing 
“Always in Love with Amy” num- 
ber apparently having a couple of 
added zany bits. Back in her orig- 
inal principal featured part of 
Amy, after appearances in “Miss 
Liberty” and in ballet, is Allyn Mc- 
|Lerie, seemingly more versatile 
and poised, and with an added 
touch of sly humor. Paul England 
is still present as Sir Francis Ches- 
ney, Horace Cooper remains as Mr, 
Spettigue, James Lane continues 
as the photog (also doubling now 
as a faculty member) and John 
Lynds as the startled dormitory 
valet. 

Robert Shakleton and Betty 
Oakes are acceptable successors of 
Byron Palmer and Doretta Morrow, 
as the romantic leads, Jack Ches- 
ney and Kitty Verdon. And Rose 
Inghram, who took over the Donna 
Lucia role during the previous 
Broadway engagement, is again a 
welcome asset vocally and visually. 
A number of familiar faces are 
still in the singing and dancing 
ensembles, the scenery and cos- 
‘tumes look immaculate, and the 
performance as a_ whole 
spontaneous and clean. Hobe. 

Mexico’s 16M Projector Plant 

Mexico City, Jan. 9. 

Mexico's first 16m pic projector 
factory is to be started here soon 
by Proyectores de Mexico here. 

It got the special federal fran- 
chise for new industries that al- 





lows exemption from national 
taxes for five years and duty 
franking on necessary imports 


during that time, 


seems | 


Seemed 


- Pix Cut Costs at 


_— : = 
Continued from page 1 ——"l 

















fact the young player was able to 
get a tele job. 
Video’s Murky View 

Though a video screen provides 
a showcase that is somewhat simj- 
lar to a film, vet talent men adnit 
| that they can get a much better 
line On a new youngster by watch- 
/ing him or her in a college play 
for 90 minutes than getting a quick 
and murky view on video. 

However, 


they point out, first 
question thrown at them when 
they're trying to pitch a young 


player to a producer or studio t:|- 


ent chief is: “What’s he done?” 
The answer that he was great at. 
Say, the Pittsburgh Playhouse 
brings a sneer. But let the rep}, 
be that he was caught in a video 
show (ro matter how tired com- 
pared to the Pittsburgh produc- 


tion) and the interrogator is iry- 


| pressed. So why knock yourself 
out going to Pittsburgh, ask the 
talent men. 


Broadway legit, despite video, is 
still the most important showcase 
for youngsters. It not only offers 
the best chance to see neophytes 
perform in fast company, but it is 
also the medium 


with which it is 
easiest to make the greatest im- 
pression in the pitch the talent 
men must always make to the 


Coast on a potential new face. 
Hurried TV 

One of the difficulties in judging 

performances via tele, it’s said. is 
, the hurried nature of the produc- 
|tion. In many cases the director 
lacks talent or, if he knows his 
business, he doesn't have the re- 
hearsal time to whip his players 
into proper shape, the film men 
say. 

|* Major studios are spending now 
only about half of what they were 
in 1946 on talent-searching. Some 
companies are still sending their 
bush-beaters into the hinterlands, 
but most have called off all but an 
occasional road trip. 

There are two schools of thought 
on these hinterland adventures. 
One is that they are pointless in 
that every kid with talent and am- 
bition to get into pictures will in 
one way or another eventually get 
to New York or Hollywood, where 
he will likely be seen. The other 
viewpoint is that talent is where 
you find it and a rose may be hid- 
den under a bush anywhere. 
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eee a 
learned, have taken no official ac- 
tion to rate video programs on 


their acceptability, such as is done 
by the Legion of Decency for mo- 
tion pictures, indicating the ad- 
vice emanates at the local parish 
level. 

Video is believed to be in an 
especially pregnable position inso- 
far as censorship is concerned be- 
cause it is bankrolled by adver- 
tisers who must be wary of their 
public relations. But, it is also 
generally conceded that TV faces 
a difficult job in regulating itself. 
Cited as one “unacceptable” pro- 
gram in a Catholic church last 
Sunday (28), for example, was a 
panel program, in which the per- 


formers work without a_ script. 
Even a self-regulatory code, it's 
pointed out, would not prevent 
panelists on such a show from 


sneaking in remarks which might 
be frowned on. 

While Rev. Patrick J. Masterson, 
exec secretary of the Legion of 
Decency, told Variety that his or- 
Sanization does not yet consider 
video, reports of the Church's at- 


|titude even at the local parish 
level are expected to spur agila- 
tion in the industry for a_ sell- 


(censorship code. Those sponsor- 
ing such regulations claim they're 
an absolute necessity to stave oft 
censorship from the outside, Tele- 
vision Broadcasters Assn. two 
years ago discussed drawing up 
|moral regulations, but the idea 
| Was subsequently abandoned on 
the assumption that video was still 
|in too much of a developmental 
Stage to be subjected to stringent 
laws. TBA, instead, circulated 
copies of the film industry's pro- 
duction code to help guide the 
broadcasters. Networks, of course, 
have their own program rules. 
Lack of censorship against 
video, incidentally, has been one 
‘of the chief gripes of film exhibi- 
‘tors. They claim they are subject 


‘to unfair competition when TV ap- 
|parently can get away with any- 
_thing, while the films they show 
‘are so ¢losely regulated. 
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Mirror Syndicate’s GBS Grab 


| kinescoping. Others include news- | 


‘reels and special events; features, 
, Such as NBC’s “Hopalong Cassidy,” 
_in which the network itself must | 
' provide prints to the stations from | 


jleased Caskie Stinnett, humorist | 


Biography of the late George _and publicity director of the Satur- | 


Bernard Shaw, written by 
private secretary, Blanche Patc 
under the title 
G.B.S.,” has been snagged by the 
Mirror Enterprises Syndicate of | 
Los Angeles, with rights covering | 
radio, television and motion pic-| 
tures as well as newspapers and > 
magazines. | 
Manuscript runs 90,000 words. 





LeBlanc’s Biog 

Sen. Dudley J. LeBlanc, modern- 
day medicine show impresario, will 
be the subject of a biography by 
Steven Longstreet, according to 
the LeBlanc Corp. Patent-medi- 
cine manufacturer is noted for his | 
use of top show biz names to plug | 
his company’s Hadacol. 

Longstreet left the Coast Mon-— 


day night (29) enroute to Louisiana | 


where he'll garner material on Le- 
Blanc’s life. The Louisiana Sena- 
tor accompanied him on the trip. 





Hobart Quits Chronicle 
John Hobart, w.k. Coast drama 
critic and editér, has resigned 
after 17 years with the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle. He's sailing soon 
from N. Y. for an extended trip. 
through Europe. 
Hobart is being succeeded by 
William Hogan, who joined the 
Chronicle in 1938, Luther Nichols, 
assistant critic and editor, con- 

tinues in the same capacity. 





Senior Prom, Varsity Fold 

Parents mag group is dropping 
two of its publications, Senior 
Prom and Varsity, and is launch- | 
ing two new books: Compact, the 
purse-sized mag for teenage girls, 
and “21,” for young males. 

Oscar Dystel, recently with the 
folded Cowles Bros.’ Flair and be- | 
fore that with Esquire, Inc., has | 
been hired as editorial director | 
over both new mags. 





CHATTER 

Harris Shevelson in Hollywood | 
to observe motion picture doings | 
for Pageant mag. | 

Shirley Potash in Hollywood for | 
three weeks to round up writing | 
material for Time mag. 

Don M. Mankiewicz's novel on} 
horse-racing, “See How They Run,” | 
to be published by Alfred A. Knopf | 
March 5. 

Sara Welles has article on dan- 
gers lurking in contracts in Janu- 
ary Charm and piece on income tax 
in March issue. 

John Kobler’s profile of Al 
Cohn, ex-magician now owner of 
the Magic Center in N, Y., in Feb. 
3 issue of Satevepost. 

“Ballet For. Beginners,” by 
Nancy Draper and Margaret F. 
Atkinson, due for publication by 
Alfred A. Knopf Feb. 19. 


Grosset & Dunlap reprinting “A 


“30 Years with | Johnston office. Stinnett will head 


up education and information in 
Pennsylvania and Delaware for the 
price control and wage stabiliza- 
tion bureaus. 

_ Luncheon is set Feb. 16 at N. Y.’s 
21 for Ted Patrick, editor of Holi- 


| day, to mark mag’s fifth anniver- 
| sary, 


March issue of mag, inci- 
dentally, will have its first music 
package, in articles devoted to 
symph orchestras written by Deems 
Taylor, Joseph Wechsberg, S. W. 
Seinsheimer and others. 








Raw Stock Battle 
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the Government as to their needs, | 
| but have formed a network pool 


to compile statistics on their usage 
so as not to be caught short when 
the anticipated request from 
Golden comes through. 

First rumblings of the fight be- 
tween the two industries have al- 
ready been heard. While video 
uses an estimated 300,000,000 feet 


of raw stock per year, which hard- | 


ly compares with the approximate- 
ly 2,000,000,000 feet processed an- 


n's | day Evening Posi, to the Eric. 


a negative; production of film 
shows’ designed 
video, and agency-produced pack- 


specifically for | 


ages, which the networks also must 


distribute to stations. Limited re- 
lay facilities now force the nets 
to kinescope virtually all their pro- 


grams for affiliate stations. Several | 


of them, as a result, now operate 
their kinescope cameras as much 


‘as 90 hours weekly. 


In an effort to be as completely 
prepared statistically as possible, 
the four major webs this week pre- 
pared a questionnaire which is 
being mailed to the manager of 
every station in the country. Sta- 
tions are asked to report exactly 
how much raw stock they used in 
| 1950 and to estimate their needs 


| for 1951. Video execs expect to be 


;nually for the film industry, TV | 


crowded 
than the film industry, since they 
utilize 16m film almost exclusive- 
ly, which is most in demand by 
the armed forces. 


Smaller film labs, such as 
Mercury and Guffanti, have been 
hardest hit by the shortages now 
existing. Mercury has been unable 
te get film from duPont in three 
weeks, or from Brulatouy, Inc., 
Eastman distribs, in a week. Mono- 
gram needed a print of one of its 
features last week for export but 
was told by its lab that it must 
scout around and find the stock 
itself, since the lab had none on 
hand. 





execs claim their medium will be | } 
much more valuable for mass com- | NPA Continues Squeeze 


munication in case of a national | 


emergency. Hence, they assert 
their rights to continued alloca- 


of the motion picture industry. 


_tions of raw stock should bear | 
/just as much importance as those’ continues to squeeze down on the 


In Show Biz Materials 


Washington, Jan. 30. 
National Production™ Authority 


‘use of strategic materials, thereby 


Situation was touched off last ‘restricting production of goods for 
' many branches of entertainment. 





Seek Decree Revision 


Revision of the industry 
antitrust decree to cut down 
number of prints required was 
suggested at meeting on raw- 
stock of film execs with Na- 
tional Production Authority 
rep Nathan D. Golden in New 
York last week. It was stated 
by some of those present that 
a plea for the change should be 
made to the Dept. of Just.ce 
on the basis of the film stock 
shortage. 

Decree has caused extra 
large number of prints to be 
required in certain territories 
because moveup of runs gives 
many houses’ day-and-date 
break on pix. Fewer were 
needed under the old system 
of clearances, to which some of 
the filmites would lik to re- 
turn. 








Treasury of Sports Humor” edited 
by Dave Stanley. Tome was for-| 
merly published by Lantern Press. week when duPont notified cus- 
Fred R. Sammis in Hollywood to | tomers it was curtailing orders by 
make final arrangements for 25% to meet commitments for 
Photoplay mag’s annual Gold| more Xray film for the Army. 
Medal Awards presentation Feb. Eastman has not curtailed its pro- 
12. | duction but has notified customers 
Gene Autry closed a deal with! they will get no more this year 
Quaker cereal products for the than they had in 1950 and that it 
publication of 50,000,000 pocket-| cannot accept new customers. 
sized comic books dealing with his Ansco has switched over complete- 
adventures on the western trail. ly to production of color film, 
Bradford Ropes, onetime dancer, which will be of no immediate 
who turned author, and musicom- value to TV. And execs of both 
edy writer Val Burton collabbed industries have found it’s impossi- 
on “Mr. Tilley Takes a Walk” ble to buy raw stock in the foreign 
which Austin-Phelps has just pub- -market, even from such big pro- 
lished. ‘ducers as the Gevaert plant in 
“The Explorations of George, Belgium. 
Burton,” by John F. Wharton, w.k. Greater Need Than 1950 
theatrical lawyer and member of Se the face af tnerenesd Covers: 


wri is b- | 
0 A a ey ny & 10 Oe eto” | ment orders, both films and TV 


Feb. 16. —— a “ig — more Fi 
Alice Thompson, editor-in-chief Stock this year than they used in 
and publisher m Seventeen maga- | 1950. With the film boxoffice dip- 
zine, and Frances Hodges, director Ping, features no longer can gain 
of merchandising services, leaving extended playing time, which has 
N. Y. Friday (2) for the Coast for led the major studios to turn out 
biz huddles. | more a. Bee i’ =e 
i is writi econd more film for Hollywood. In addi- 
volute > te donee for April | tion, reduction in clearances has 
publication, illustrated by routines speeded up the playoff time for 
he created for Gene Kelly, Car-| features, which calls for each com- 
men Miranda, Jane Powell and pany to provide more prints for 
Fred Astaire. ,its product. As one possible method 
“The Story of the Trapp Family | of conservation, one company exec 
Singers” (Lippincott), history of suggested at the meet last week 
the singing group by Maria Au- igitn Golden that newsreels be cut 
gusta Trapp, was voted the out- Gown on the assumption that they 
Standing non-fiction book of year aren’t doing business anyway. 
by the Catholic Writers Guild of This immediately created protests 
— as ane @ |among the newsreel reps present. 

re er penning article for , 
True magazine on his African ex-|, TV, for its part, now eee 
perienc ‘as while Oboler was | fr, six different purposes, al’ 0 
ae py Ag which are steadily on the increase 


on safari on the Dark Continent. - : 
two years ago that he turned out and none of which can be trimmed. 





ee on 


th ie indi ic | Most important of these are for 
see D pee Bive his indie atomi | broadcast operations such as spon- 


Curtis Poblishing Co. has’ re- 


sors’ commer¢ial plugs and for 


| Government announced last week 
| that steel, copper and aluminum 
| would come under complete Gov- 
ernment controls. 


Meantime it put under controls | 


| ethyl cellulose, a chemical used in 
| the manufacture of film, lacquer, 
plastics, etc. It also banned the use 
‘of nickel in a wide variety of non- 
| essential items, to provide a larger 
‘supply for highly essential goods. 
'Among the uses of nickel barred 
were in nickel-bearing stainless 
steel for radio towers, transmis- 


tary radio antennae. Nickel bearing 
stainless steel was also banned for 
musical instrument and _ organ 
strings. Nickel-plated decorative 
trim was banned for radio and 
television sets and speaker grilles, 
vending machines, gambling equip- 
ment, ornamentation on musical] in- 
'struments, pinball machines, slot- 
| machines, 








House Reviews | 


Continued from page 44 = 
| Chicago, Chi 


,est applause is for flirtation dance 


,to “I Think You’re Wonderful.” | 
, Martin Bros., in repeat here, still | 


are tops in their manipulation of 
marionettes. After a rhumba doll 
hip-shaking fling, lads get laughs 
‘with their strobolite skeletons. 
Still the sock figure is the sad 
‘clown with his balloon. For fast 
‘closer there is a jive session be- 
‘tween an ’88’er and trumpet man 
with both jigging off to brisk mit- 
ting. 

Jack E. Leonard steals the show 


,with quips about his poundage. | 


| There’s a series of chuckles with 
| his fasties on local items, as he 


heckles the band and the audi-. 


ence. 


and his childhood sweetheart to 
a background of “Mammy” wiich 
‘has the matinee audience guffaw- 


ing. Sight of blimpish character. 


/doing a Fred Astaire dance is 
| hilarious. 

' Ink Spots, with Bill Kenny back 
again, score in the headline spot 


with Kenny’s tenor falsetto rack- | 


_ing up hefty applause. Quartet do 
‘two beat numbers in the first pagt 
‘of the act and then click with 
_ballad, “Time Out For Tears” and 
follow in similar vein with “Some- 
‘time’ which has iano ac- 
| companist highlighted for several 


choruses. Reprise of their top disc | 


hit, “{f { Didn’t Care,” with Kenny 
holding the high notes, makes a 
strong closer. 

Louis Basil orch backs the show 
in neat fashion with maestro also 
“acting as ‘foil for Leonard. Zabe. 






into more of a corner | 


_private biz they*frequently were absolute dictators and thus 


sion tower baskets, and non-mili- | 


past who have walked into this alluring boudoir. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Seldom, Miss., Jan. 26. 

Herman Hover, a Hollywood boniface who has his serious moments— 
and this may be one of them—took me to luncheon at the Scandia, a 
smorgasbording house well out of earshot of Ciro’s, which he owns, and 
confided his top secret for a better world. 

_To cut to the chase, he believes it would improve the international 
picture beyond belief if the Department of State were turned over te 
show business. 

Of course, many on the fringe will follow Eric Johnston and William 
S. Paley into posts under the Truman stratocracy, but this isn’t what the 
master of the Hover charge has in mind. He is thinking specifically of 
the acting profession and our far-flung diplomatic corps. He believes 
troupers would stop the corps being flung so far. 

Troupers are trained to please people, he contends. When they can 
no longer do so, they become agents, producers, vicepresidents, and 
even presidents. By then they could just as well be sold for cold war 
surplus. But those who are still holding audiences by their acting 
are the ones Hover is shilling for. If it were the other sort he could 
qualify because he’s a retired chorus boy himself. 

Their Fights Are Fast Forgotten 

Considering the number of times they are on public display, rarely 
has a top actor or actress proved a boor, a bounder or even a cad. 
When now and then one has blown his top, it has seldom gone beyond 
one punch, and even that took place in a nitery where the lighting was 
so subdued nobody was ever quite sure whether the assailant hit an 
adversary, a cigaret girl or a pillar. And apologies were offered and 
accepted so fast that the brawl hardly reached the rating of an “inci- 
dent” before all concerned were forgiven and the incident forgotten. 

Add: Odious Comparisons 

Compare them with the characters we usually export to handle 
delicate situations between a foreign capital and Washington. These, 
in the main, have no other qualification except that they contributed 
thousands of dollars to the quadrennial contest between Tweedledum 
and Tweedledee (frequently to both sides, in fact), and had enough left 
over to support their wives abroad in the style to which they had. be- 
come accustomed at home. * 

Now billed as emissaries of the democratic way of life, in their own 

ad no 
training whatever to meet people on a give-and-take basis. whee con- 
fronted with career diplomats they were utterly lost. They knew no 
languages, not even English any too well, and naturally were suspicious 
on hearing a foreigner talk his own tongue in his own country. 

I’m sorry that Hover excludes himself from the eligible list. In a 
sense he has done more acting as a nitery proprietor than he ever did 
as a chorus boy. Built like a bouncer, he is nothing like one in action. 
He is suave, smiling and alert to the comfort of all about him. If in- 
vited to sit down at a table he does so but only long enough to get 
the conviviality rolling and never long enough to be stuck with the 
check. If the crowd happens to be small, he has a portable wall that 
narrows the size of the room. If three’s a crowd he is going to make 
them feel awfully crowded. When a Kay Thompson, or a Danny Kaye, 
a Joe E. Lewis or a Carmen Cavallaro is featured, the prop wall dis- 
appears into the far-off real wall, and Ciro’s is really jumping. 

Hover’s Credentials 

Hover, who was educated at Columbia, that collection of cultural 
shoeboxes on Morningside Heights which more recently had the job of 
rubbing the rough edges off Ike, was graduated from its law school 
before he went into a business where folding chairs are almost as essen- 
tial as folding money. 

Nobody expected him to last more than a season or two on The Strip, 
where niteries change their names as often almost as female stars 
change theirs. Nevertheless he has remained in command of Ciro’s 
for nine years, and in addition to serving food and drink and the best 
entertainment that money can buy. he has been an accredited social 
secretary, advising stars, gratis, on how to entertain at their homes in 
the Ciro tradition. 

He dashed off for me a batch of names and assigned them to coun- 
tries where he thought they would do the most good. I have screened 
these, not for loyalty, but for something far more subtle. The trick 
is to pick a man who is liked by the country you are going to send him 
to, but who doesn’t like the country so well himself that he might put 
its interests above his own country’s. We have had good men in the 
Walter Hines Page 
was a good example. He fought so hard to present the British point 
of view while he was Ambassador to the Court of St. James that his 
highly literate communiques had to be discounted almost as much as 








MacArthur’s war bulletins. 


But even in a rough draft the setup as presented by Hover wou!d be 
vastly superior to what is now representing us. In the old days an 
ambassador had to know as much, or more, than the Secretary of State. 
When Benjamin Franklin, for instance, was ambassador to France it 
took six weeks for him to get an answer, whereas today he could have 
gotten his answer in a matter of minutes. So it is not so important 


‘that the ambassadors are one-man state departments as it is that they 


know how to hold an audience. 
The Honors List 

As submitted by Hover and recommended by me, these are some of 
his choices: 

Francis Lederer to Czechoslovakia, Sabu to India, Danny Kaye to 
England, Sonja Henie to Iceland, George Givot to Greece, Pat O’Brien 
to the Irish Free State, Helen Hayes to Luxembourg, Ethel Waters to 
Abyssinia, Josephine Baker to Paris, Lena Horne to Liberia, Carl Bris- 
son to Denmark, Jean Hersholt to the New York Medical Center, John 
'Wayne to the Pentagonians, Danny Thomas to Syria, Eddie Cantor to 

Irael, Jose Ferrer to Spain, George Jessel to Italy, Fred Astaire to 
Vienna, Bette Davis to Panama (or, failing her, Betty Hutton), Mel 
‘Ferrer to the Argentine, James Cagney to Bulgaria, Jack Benny to 


‘Hungary, Liberace to Poland, Ray Milland to Scotland (assuming, of 


course, that they will hold on to the scone and use it to attain a measure 
of independence), Esther Williams to Tahiti, Lex Barker to Equatorial 
Africa, Errol Flynn to some desert island with a book (didn’t he write 
one?), Lizabeth Scott to Yugoslavia, Farley Granger to Turkey, John 


| Garfield to Roumania, Joan Crawford to Finland, Hedy Lamarr to 
| He recounts his juvenile days 
'much thought, Clark Gable to Russia. 


Monte Carlo, Evelyn Keyes to Mexico, Van Heflin to Holland and, after 
Since they are s@ much on the 
road, Hope and Crosby naturally would be provided with roving am- 
bassadorships. 

Some of these appointments may require a little explanation. Clark 
_Gable’s, for instance, may baffle some people. But anybody who has 
| got on so well for so many years among the Culver City commissars 
obviously would baffle those peeking over the wall of the Kremlin by 
the inscrutability of his charm, regardless of provocation or pressure. 

This -list, of course, only touches the surface. It has made no use 
whatever so far of such talents as Fred Allen’s, Burns and Allen, Betty 
Grable, Gordon MacRae, Irene Dunne, Claudette Colbert, Jane Russell, 
Doris Day, Maureen O’Hara and Tyrone Power. 

Power might have been sent to Italy but Jessel was picked because 
the marriage laws there permit the splicing of those almost as young as 
India does. Besides Jessel is more skilled in dialects than Power. 

Sid Caesar ought to be placed somewhere and, of course, Jimmy 
Durante would fit almost anywhere. But this at least gives the master 
minds something to work on and indicates that troupers ought to be 

_used for something more than bond drives. Those left over can always 
entertain the troops and, judging from the way the Pentagonians are 
trying to gather all of us under their broad canopy, that’s where most 
j actors will have to go witllin a year er two to find- any-audienee ai all. 
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Broadway 


Van Heflin in town for a few 
days, plugging openings of his U-I 
starrer, ‘““‘Tomahawk.” 

Actress Marta Toren back to the 
Coast this weekend after inspect- 
ing the Broadway legits. 

David A. Lipton, Universal ad- 
pub chief, back to the Coast after 
two weeks of homeoffice confabs. 

Eve Arden and her agent, | 
George Ward, in town today (31) | 


City date. Billy Daniels, setup in 
Lounge, now called Black Magic 
'Room, from two to four ayem and 
‘packing them in, with option 
| picked up for four weeks. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 
An all-Aussie cast is now play- 





ing “Oklahoma!” revival for Wil- 





liamson-Tait. 
Fullers are still hopeful of hav- 
ing Maurice Chevalier do an Aussie 


via the 20th Century from Holly-| 00 this year. 


wood. 
Joan Ornstein, daughter of 
Metro’s Bill Ornstein, wed _ to 


Bruce Kaufman, fellow student at 
Purdue U., on Sunday (28). 

Joseph Lucachevitch, producer 
of Charles Boyer film, “The First 
Legion,” returned this week from 
Paris. No release set on pic yet. 

Lillian Jenkins, publicity direc- 
tor of Madison Square Garden, 
handling personal publicity for 
Sonja Henie’s N. Y. engagement 
for the eighth straight year. 


Dr. Thurston J. Davies has been 
made director of Town Hall, N. Y. 
He’s been educational director and 
assistant to president George V. 
Denny, Jr., since April, 1949. 

Gene Lockhart planed to the 
Coast last week to take a lead role 
in “The Secret Sharer,” Joseph | 
Conrad story which indie film- 
maker Huntington Hartford is 
producing. 

Paula Stone due in from the 
Coast over the weekend to tie up 
details on her forthcoming legit, 
production (her husband, Michael | 
Sloane, is co-producer), “Top 
Banana.” Phil Silvers is starred. 


Ira A. Hirschmann, prez of FM | 
station WABF, acting as co-chair- | 
man in a $250,000 fund-raising 
drive to endow a chair of Hebrew 
Culture at New York University. 
Si Fabian, head of Fabian theatres, | 
is a campaign committee member. | 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Local exhib Fred Kogod head-| 
ing Jewish Community Center for | 


Here McIntyre, chief of Univer- 
sal in the Aussie zone, hosted on 
his 60th birthday. 

Cecil Marks, Far Eastern rep for 
Universal, planed back to Djakarta 
after huddles with local execs. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” (M-G) 
continues a terrific hit in Sydney 
and Melbourne on fourth week. 

Looks rather certain that the 
20th-Fox pic “Kangaroo” will be 
longer before the cameras than 
planned. 

Greater Union execs hosted Roy 
Barmby and Teddy Lane at dinner 
after extensive U.S. looksee. Barm- 
by is circuit booker and Lane heads 
publicity. 


Houston 


Angna Enters in town readying 
a performance at Little theatre 
Feb. 1. 

Alicia Alonso and Igor Youske- 
vitch will dance in three Ballet 
Theatres performances at the 
Music Hall, Feb. 10-11. 

John Carroll, who debuted as a 
floorshow singer in the Emerald 
Room Jan. 9, guestarred at Glenn 
McCarthy’s stag game dinner. 

Alley Theatre’s hit, “Magic 
Fallacy,” penned by former Hous- 
ton Post scribe David Westheimer. 
It is holding over a fourth week. 


Legit calendar has Eddie Arnold | 


in “Apple of His Eye” set for Feb. 
8 at Music Hall. Others are Mae 
West in “Diamond Lil,” Feb. 24-25; 
and “Mr. Roberts,” April 2-5. 
Houston’s new Playhouse, slated 


to open Feb. 21 with “Candlelight,” | 


has named Els Vermeer as stage 
director, with William Weaver, di- 
rector and for acting roles, Former 


fifth consecutive year. jis from Holland. 


Republic given the nod by the 
Army on script of its pic, “Wings 
Across Pacific,” brought to Penta- 
gon by John Bourke. 

Variety Bureau Chief Herman 
Lowe chairmanning the annual 
D. C. Variety Club Brotherhood 
luncheon February 19. 

Todd (‘Lost in the Stars’) Dun- 
can in to highlight Roosevelt Day 
dinner of local ADA chapter, with 
Mrs. F.D.R. in audience. 


Metro-Met. star Lauritz Melchior 
honored with scroll inscribed by 
hundreds of his followers during 
his concert here last Sunday. 


The William Paleys have taken 
a D. C. apartment, now that the 
Columbia Broadcasting Co. topper 
will spend most of his time here 
as head of the Raw Materials Pol- 
icy Commission. 

Eric Johnston, Hal Wallis and 
Joseph Hazen hosting a dinner 
party and preem of “September 
Affair,”’ with Joan Fontaine, the 
ambassador from Italy, and gov- 
ernment brass as guests of honor. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 


Rose Murphy into Club Caribe. 

Lee Shubert and wife at the 
Saxony. 

Danton Walker in town on way 
to Nassau. 

Roberta Quinlan at the Casa- 
blanca Hotel. 

Joe E. Lewis at the Roney Plaza, 
also Sam Bramson. 

Patti Page, Phyllis 


Casablanca Hotel. 

Dave Garroway spent weekend 
at the Sea Gull hotel. Returns 
soon for another rest. 

8600 Club which tried name 
band idea (Tony Pastor current) 
will discontinue. Policy didn’t pull 
as expected. 

Guy Palmerton will stage series 
of stock fof Brandt's Roosevelt 
theater after run of “Borschtca- 
pades” in mid-February. 

Art Green moved his midnight 
gab show to WKAT (MBS) and Sea 
Gull Hotel. Johnny & George open 
in that hostel’s 21 Room Feb. 5. 

_ “Brigadoon” into M. B. Audito- 
rium for five day run beginning 
Feb. 5. Will be first musical pre- 
sented on the new $400,000 stage. 

Georgie Price current at Sans 
Souci’s Blue Sails Room with 
Benny Fields slated to follow in 
two weeks. Pupi Campo’s orch 
holds over. 

Phil Spitalny and Evelyn anni- 


and Ted, 
Rodriguez into Club Morocco of | 


Palm Springs 

By Dorothy Gray 
| Greta Garbo resting at Hotel La 
| Quinta. 
| King Cole Trio at Saddle and 
| Sirloin Feb. 2-4. 
{| Carmen Miranda and husband 
| David Sebastian at Palm Springs 
Pueblo. 

Dancers Revere and Riche into 

Palm House Monday (29). Jimmy 
| Ames added Feb. 1. 


favorite award for actress, Gregory 
Peck for actor, at Foreign Press 
Assn. World Film Favorite Festi- 


awards included two special ‘“Hen- 
riettas’” to Ida Lupino for Holly- 
wood Woman of the Year, and 
Jose Ferrer as ‘‘most likely to step 
into favorite actor role in interna- 
tional circles.” 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse ) 
Pierre Richard-Willm back into 


coming welcome after her US. 
stint. 


traveling circus. 

Fernandel into a new pic, “Ad- 
hemar,” written by Sacha Guitry. 

Orson Welles’ has finished 
“Othello”; he now has two musi- 
cians searching for period music. 

Jean Gabin taking time out from 
| pic chores to do a radio program 
'and write his autobiog for a pub- 
| lication. 

Jack Kirkland putting finishing 
‘touches on script he has been pre- 
'paring here for coproduction. 
| Pierre Fresnay may get the lead in 











{both versions because of his bi-| 


| lingual ability. 


Peru 


Lima Theatre Workshop, under 
direction of George Stone (former 
strawhat actor), has “Mister Rob- 
erts” in rehearsal. 

Meireles Sisters, from Portugal, 
completing long run at local thea- 
tres with their appearance at 
| Teatro Seguro, Lima. 





|! Jean Sablon opened at the Club! 


|Embassy in Lima Jan. 13 for a 
‘month’s run. He also will do radio 
; work over Radio America. 
Katherine Dunham and Ballet 
opened a month’s run in Lima. Biz 


Jane Wyman given world film. 


val banquet at Tennis Club. Other | 


ms. 
Edith Piaf getting the big home- | 


Max Ophuls dickering for Jean) ’ 
Gabin to play in new pic about a “The Border,” directed by Harald other a night performance on, 


London 


The Jack Wallers off to Madeira 
for vacation. 

Ram Gopal, with his Indian mu- 
sicians and dancers, in for a brief 
season at the Cambridge theatre. 

Evelyn Laye and her husband 
Frank Lawton bound for Australia 
in the Spring for a lengthy tour of 
“September Tide.” 
| W. Macqueen Pope, theatrical 
historian, to be guest of honor at 

Arts Theatre Club supper, Feb. 26. 
He will speak on “Truth About the 
' Theatre.” 





At conclusion of “Mr. Roberts” | 
at the Coliseum, “Merrie England” | 


is being revived by a new organ- 


ization, the Ralph Reader National | 


Light Opera Co. 

The Arts Theatre Club staged 
Ibsen's “Hedda Gabler” Jan. 17, 
starring Jean Forbes-Robertson 10 
years after she appeared at this 
house in the title role. 

Stuart Hibberd, vet British 
Broadcasting Corp. news announc- 
er, leaving after 27 years. After 
prolonged vacation, he may return 
for specialized programs. 


First posthumous Shaw produc- | 


tion, “Pygmalion,” was staged by 


| Molly May, Ltd., at Embassy, Jan. | 


| 23. Michael Langham was respon- 
| sible for nice direction. Show was 
|in for customary two weeks at this 
house. 

Joe Tunbridge and Sandy Wilson 
collaborated in new song titled, 
“One Song in Morning,” which has 
been accepted by Gwen Catley, 
English concert soprano. Number 
(will be published by Schott and 


company. 
Leslie Bridgewater, composer | 
and_ British Broadcasting Corp. 


conductor, seriously injured from 


fall into orchestra pit after attend- | 


ing pre-London performance of 
“The Gay Invalid,” starring Elisa- 
| beth Bergner, for which he wrote 
the incidental music. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Claudia Pinza booked into the 
Carousel, Feb. 19. 
Father-in-law of Newscaster Ken 


Hildebrand died last week in 
| Washington, D. C. 

| Natalie Core, local actress, 
{signed for role in Elmer Rice’s 


|“Not for Children.” 

Ralph Ketterings back to 
|cago and then to 
visit with their son. 

Meercy Braff has been elected 
president of the M-G-M Pep Club 
for second straight year. 

Jack Kalmensons celebrated 
their 15th wedding anniversary 
and Ed Bartells their sixth. 

Sportscaster Joe Tucker’ to 
Miami Beach for couple of weeks, 
with Bob Prince subbing for him. 

Mrs. Joe Feldman, wife 0° War- 
ners’ asst. zone mgr. here, gets her 
Ph.D. in psychology at Pitt this 
| year. 

Mimi Benzell took off for Chi 


Hollywood for 


House after her March of Dimes 
concert here. 


Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 
Vienna Musical Festivals slated 
to open May 26. 


of ISB Cosmos theatre. 
American pianist Robert Wallen- 
born gave concert in Brahm Saal. 
Hilde Krahl starring in ‘White 
Shadow,” 
| see studio. 
Ski champ Dagmar Rom filming 





| Reinl, in Tyrol. 

American orchestra leader Hans 
‘Wolf directed Ton-Kuenstler in 
Musikverein Saal. 

| Artists Union giving shows to 
‘help unemployed. Prexy Emmerich 
| Arleth is in charge. 

| Work on a new pic, “Under Spell 
of the Madonna” started in castle 
'Hohen Aschau, in Salzburg. 

| Emil E. Reinert, French film di- 
'rector, here to start on “Vienna 
'Dances” in Sievering U.S.-zone 
studio. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Frolics has Ronnie Eastman. 

Evelyn Knight into Hotel Radis- 
son Flame Room. 

June Christy gave concert at St. 
Paul Auditorium. 

Harry Hirsch, vet showman, im- 
proving after heart attack. 

Beatrice Kay holding over at 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 

Dick Contino underlined for 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 
_ U. of Minnesota produced own 
ice show, “Ice Capers of 1951,” on 
campus. 

Freddie Shaffer’s girl orchestra 





versary partied Sunday (28) by | spotty probably because residents into Prom Ballroom for one- 


Walter Jacobs at Lord Tarleton 
Hotel. Moe Gale and Hal (TV 


2 agree ek Freedman joined show jockey appearing on Radio Mira-| to 


iz colony there. 
Danny Thomas set for Copa 


took the term ballet literally. 

' Barton Wilson, American disk 
|flores, opened a record shop in 
Miraflores (suburb of Lima). 


nighter. 
| Virginia Safford, Star columnist, 
New York to give Broadway 
shows once-over. 

Jimmy Nederlander, manager of 


Chi- | 


and four-week booking at Palmer | 


Franz Tassie appointed manager | 


being readied in Thier- | 


Lyceum, to New York in quest of 
additional attractions. 

Leo Resig, formerly of radio sta- 
tion WDGY, new organist at Radio 
City theatre, succeeding Bill Floyd. 

Radio City’s stage show opening 
Feb. 2 to include Ames Bros., 
Janice Paige, Jerry Colonna, Evans 
Family and Tong Bros. 

Andrews Sisters tp return to 
their home town to headline at lo- 
cal annual Builders’ Show at Audi- 
torium week of April 19. 








Chicago 

Current production of the Wood- 
stock Players is “Harvey.” 

John Ringling North 
|into Mayo Clinic, 
surgery last week. 

Billie Burke, Jack Benny, and 
author H. Allen Smith were stop- 
overs here last week. 

Roy Topper, former Herald- 
American columnist, handling pub- 
licity for singer Phil Regan. 

Washington's theatre group, 
Players, Inc., set to check in here 
|Feb. 2 for “Arms and the Man.” 

Recently formed Crescent Thea- 
tre group will do ‘‘The Heiress” 
here this week for its launching. 

Bob Chandler, VARIETY mugg, in 
last week en route to military base 
at Camp Roberts, Cal. 

Estelle Loring, understudy to 
Janet Blair in “South Pacific” at 
the Shubert, has inked a 13-week 
tele contract on local outlet, 

Actors Company of Chi pre- 
sented two of Tennessee Williams’ 
one-actors last week. Group will 
follow Feb. 4 with “King Lear.” 


Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 

Iva Kitchell gave three concerts 
here. 

Floyd Odlums at the Royal for 
| vacation. 

Billy Eckstine opening here at 
j the Civic Aud. 
Lamar Trotti 
here for a month. 

The Howard Meighans ((he’s vee- 
pee of CBS) are here for a rest. 
| The Chuck Miller trio in the 
Gung Ho room at Lau Yee Chais 
Waikiki. 

Katy De La Cruz closed at For- 
bidden City in San Francisco and 
returned to Manila. 

Mrs. Hazel M. Stone, owner of 
Missouri theatre in Columbia, Mo., 
gave arts show here of her island 
paintings. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Dumm and 
daughters in town for a com busi- 
ness and holiday. 
cisco radio and TV exec. 


checked 
Rochester, for 


with his family 


Carmen Miranda and her group | 


did not pull as well as expected 
here. While Honolulu has heavy 
Portuguese population, few under- 
| stood her songs. 


Philadelnhia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Lena Horne booked into the La- 
tin Casino for 10 days opening 
Feb. 1. 

Eugene Ormandy and the Phila- 
delphia Orchestra asked to play at 
Rotary convention, Atlantic City, 
May 27-31. 

Armine Levonian, one-time 
“Magic Lady” on WFIL, has taken 
over as bridal hostess for the 
Sheraton hotels here. 
| Roger W. Clipp, general man- 
ager of WFIL, citeed as “citizen 
'of the month” by the Philadelphia 
Moose Lodge, Sunday (28). 

Frank Sinatra, who played a 
| capacity one-nighter at the Click, 
| Thursday (25), will return for an- 





Feb 


| In a Hirst Circuit switch, Bill | 


Henriques, dance director at the 
| Troc, goes to the Empire, Newark, 
_and Natalie Cartier, of the Empire, 
comes here. 

In an extraordinary booking, 
Duke Ellington wound up a week's 
/run at the Click, Wednesday (24), 
|and then played a concert date at 
ithe Academy of Music the follow- 


| ing night. 
Berlin 


By Bill Conlan 


London Philharmonic orchestra 
here Jan. 18. 


Guenther Neumann suing Come- 
dia Film outfit for back salary. 
| German magico Kalanag. en 
| route to Paris for date prior to de- 
parture for New York. 





background shots for the 20th-Fox 
production “Desert Fox.” 

Dick Hanser, RKO writer, in 
, town to work on two documentary 
| pix with State Department film 
chief, Larry Bachmann. 
_ Jerry Lavan postponed produc- 
tion of “Anna Lucasta” indefinitely. 
The original New York cast was to 





_ Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica’s European rep, Marc Spiegel, 
in town to consult local officials on 
the international. film festival 
planned for next June. 





He’s a San Fran- 


Henry Hathaway in Munich to do | 


appear at Titania Palast this month. | 


— 


Hollywood 


‘ Arthur Hornsby, Jr., laid up with 
. ; 


Glenn Ford laid i 
trouble. PAR Ae 

Colleen Townsend recovering 
from surgery. 

Eugene O’Brien recovering from 
major surgery. 

Manuel Alda recovering from 
“— aren? ss Piet 

anny Kaye to orida, wh 
his father is ill. - 

Howard Blake recuperating from 
‘flu in Palm Springs. 

Alan Mowbray left for Florida 
to appear in “Crosswinds.” 

Joe E. Brown emceed the annual 
sports award dinner in Phoenix. 

Edward G. Robinson to Philadel- 
phia for Diamond Jubilee Cele. 
bration. 

Dorothy Ates emceed a show for 
wounded veterans at the Sawtelle 
Hospital. 

George Montgomery and Dinah 





Shore vacationing in Palm 
Springs. 

Charles Vidors sold their Bever- 
ly Hills home to the James 


Stewarts. 

Doris Day cited by the Ameri- 
can Legion for her entertainment 
o€ servicemen. 

Bing Crosby returned to 
at. Paramount after a week 
with laryngitis. 

Jimmy Durante elected honor- 
ary president of Toucan Fanciers 
Society of Chicago. 

W. H. (Bud) Lollier recuperat- 
ing at home after major surgery 
,and a long hospital siege. 
| Alan Ladd and Sue Carol north 
| to entertain wounded servicemen 


work 
out 


| at Fairfield-Suisin Air Base. 


| Harry Sherman installed as 
president of the Beverly Hills 
B'nai B'rith, with Harry Joe Brown 
as veepee. 

Johnny Bourke to Washington to 
confer with Air Force officials 
about Republic’s “Wings Across 
the Pacific.” 

Film exchanges were shuttered 
for an hour Monday while the per- 
sonnel attended a_ Brotherhood 
Week mass meeting. 

Bill Boyd is returning from 
South American vacation tour via 
Houston where he will appear at 
the Fat Stock Show. 

Alan Mowbray appointed to the 
Screen Actors Guild board of di- 
rectors as an alternate for Edward 
Arnold, who is out of town. 


Percy Kilbride celebrated his 
50th year as an actor and his 800th 
role on the “Ma and Pa Kettle” 


set at Universal-International. 


Cleveland 
By Glenn C. Pullen 


Bandmaster Ray Anthony, who 
|formed band here, celebrated its 
'fifth anniversary at Aragon ball- 
|room Sunday (28). 


Herbie Miller, nitery and soft- 
drink man, jumped into film biz 
as new operator of Ritz, nabe house, 
which his family built. 


Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond in their “Guardsman” 
moved into Hanna for second road 
date, after Buffalo tryout. 

State liquor board refused to re- 
new liquor permit of Alhambra 
Tavern-Club because of association 
of Shondor Birns, dsecribed as a 
“notorious person.” Alhambra 
Bowling Co., owner of property, is 
appealing case and will continue 
operating until issue is settled in 
courts. 

“Peter Pan,” with Jean Arthur 
and Boris Karloff, will do a morn- 
ing and atfernoon matinee at Pub- 
lic Musie Hall March 17, to get 
around conflicting Saturday night 
concert, during one week visit 
here. G. Bernardi, promoter of 
concert, refused to give up that 
night to the Barrie fantasy. 





Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
_Lex McLean, Scot comic, hos- 
_pitalized with appendicitis. 
| New theatre at Ayr set to open 
| April 16 with Shaw’s “Arms and 
| the Man.” 


, , Flu hitting pantomime and mu- 
Sicals, and giving understudies an 
‘opportunity. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” film 
chalked up record biz on fortnight’s 
stint in Glasgow. 


J. S. McLay, Member of Parlia- 
ment, opening new plaza cinema 
at Port Glasgow. House was 
started in 1938 but work was halted 
by war restrictions. 


_ Robert Kemp, Scot author, writ- 
jing new play on life of national 
hero, King Robert the Bruce. It 
‘will be produced at Dunfermline 
Abbey. 

Repertory season of film classics 
being held in cinema of Scottish 
Film Council in Glasgow. Ameri- 


‘can representation includes “Na- 
|nook of.the North,” early Chap- 
jlin films and “Hell’s Hinges.” 








pos 
oth 
Bh 
pal 
De 











Wednesday, January 31, 1951 : 


VARIETY 








——— 


BILLY WHITLOCK | 
Whitlock, 76, British com- | 
poser of “Hop Scotch Polka” and | 
other tunes, died Jan. 26 in, 
Birkenhead, England, after a) 
paralytic stroke at his home. 
Descendant from a line of nobility, 
his family name was Frederick 
}issex. 

\fter a brief career as a sailor, | 
Whitlock left his ship at Calcutta | 
+ become a member of an opera 
company that toured India for sev- 
eral vears. Inheriting a small for- 
tune from his family, he returned 
to England to become a partner 
and performer in a minstrel show. 
Ile also became an expert player 
of bells and the xylophone and in 
1904 started to make laughing 
yecords for the Edison Bell Co. | 

Besides the name of Whitlock, | 
he also recorded under such 
monickers as Dudley Roy, Madame 
Paula. R. White ana R. Humphreys. 
His records gained worldwide cir- | 
culation, including the Orient. 

As a music hall performer, he | 
teamed with another laughing 
song specialist, Charles Penrose. | 
The pair, who didn’t get along off 
stage, were known as “The Two 
Old Sports.” Whitlock gradually 
sang into obscurity after talking 
pictures were introduced and in 
his 70’s was working as a night 
®atchman. Whitlock, however, 
made a comeback recently when 
Rayburn and Finch, WNEW, N. Y.., | 
disk jockeys, begar airing his old | 
Edison Bell platter of “Scotch 
Hot.” with the resulting hit caus- 
ing them to arrange for Whitlock 
to re-cut the number for London 
Records. Howie Richmond's firm, 
Cromwell Music, published the 
tune as “Hop Scotch Polka,” with 
new lyrics by Carl Sigman. 

Survived by wife, two sons and 
a daughter, Vera Harris, manager 
of English concert performers. 


Billy 


JAMES BRIDIE | 

James Bridie, 63, Scottish author | 
and playwright, died in Edinburgh, 
Jan. 29, ‘after a vascular ailment. 
His last play, “Daphne Laureola,” 
opened on Broadway Sept. 28, 1950, 


In Memoriam 


EDWARD M. SCHNITZER 9 
February 2, 1950 





at the Music Box theatre and ran | 
for 58 performances. 
He wrote a number of plays that | 
had long runs on the London stage | 
but only several enjoyed similar. 
suceess in this country. Most nota- | 
ble were: “Jonah and the Whale,” | 
“A Sleeping Clergyman,” ‘“Mar-) 
riage Is No Joke,” “The Black Eye,” | 
“Susannah and the Elders,” “The | 
King of Nowhere,” “The Last. 
Trump,” “The Anatomist” and | 
“Storm Over Patsy.” 
“Born in Glasgow,” he became | 
a physician in the Royal Army | 
Medical Corps in 1914 and later in 
the Victoria Infirmary. He estab- 
lished his own practice as Dr. Os- 
borne Henry Mavor, Bridie being 
his pseudonym, and turned to play- 
writing as a hobby in his middle 
age. His first effort, “The Sun- 
light Sonata,’ which was success- 
ful in Glasgow in 1928, persuaded 
him to turn out another, “The 
Switchback,” and followed up with 
“What It Is to Be Young.” 
Accepted as a major theatrical 
ficure in Britain, he wrote 30 plays 
in 20 years, and still continued his , 
medical practice until 1938, when 
he gave it up to devote his full | 
line to playwrighting. 
Bridie also wrote the screenplay 
for Warner’s “Under Capricorn” in 
1949. His books included “One: 
Way of Living.” “Mr. Bridie’s Al- | 
ee and “Some Talk of Alex- 
ander.” 





JOHN WILSTACH 

John Wilstach, 59, author, news- 
paperman and onetime advance 
!non for legit road shows, died Jan. 
25 at his home near Rhinebeck, | 
\. Y. He was the last male sur- | 
\ivor of a family of writers, artists | 
ind showmen. His father, the late | 
Frank Wilstach, was a theatrical 
advance agent and film exec. An 
uncle, Claxton Wilstach, was a 
Playwright, while another, Paul 
Wilstach, wrote travel books. 
_ Wilstach, who began his journal- 
istic career on the old New York 
Sun, later became a press rep for 
« number of stage plays and also 
'rcelanced in the literary field. 
Rest known of his works is “Under 
Cover Man.” Novel was filmed with 
Ccorce Raft and Nancy Carroll as. 
‘he leads and was also translated 
nto a French version. 

In collabaration with his father, 


t 


‘having received a citation for “out- 


Ma | 
| 


other Shubert 


England, he had been on the stage 
for 45 years, mostly in stock on 
the Coast and in Canada. He later | 
appeared on Broadway in “My 
Maryland,” “Student Prince” and 
productions. He 


| also collabed on a musical, “Top 


Wilstach wrote “A Dictionary of 
Similes” and “Wild Bill Hickok.” 
Latter was later made as a film. 
Several of his books were reprinted 
by Hillman Periodicals and other 
publishing houses. 

Surviving are his widow, Evelyn; 
his mother and a sister. Cremation 
took place in Troy, N. Y., Jan. 29. 





TOM REVERE 

Tom Revere, 48, radio and tele- 
vision manager for Biow ad agency, 
died in New York, Jan. 25. 

While still in college, Revere 
worked as a cub reporter for the 
Columbus Dispatch. Following 
graduation he spent several months 
as a reporter for the Paris edition 
of the Herald-Tribune. He also had 
been city editor of the N. Y. Post. | 

From 1930-1942 Revere was vee- | 
pee and manager of radio for Ben- 
ton & Bowles advertising agency; 
1942-45 veepee of radio for Ted 
Bates & Co.; 1945-47 veepee of ra- 
dio for Donohue & Coe agency. 

He was active in civic affairs, 


standing community work” in 1949 
from the Community Chests of 
America. He was also active with 

the Boy Scouts of America. 
Surviving are his wife, Althea 
Lepper Revere, Prof. of Microscopy 
at Stevens Institute, Hoboken, | 
N. J.; a daughter and a son. | 
| 





ELEONORA MENDELSSOHN | 
Eleonora Mendelssohn, 51, actress | 


| and great grand-niece of the famed 


composer, was found dead in her 
N. Y. apartment, Jan. 24, presum- 
ably caused by an overdose of 
sleeping pills, according to the 
police. Her last engagement had | 
been in the road company of “The 


she had 
her hus- 


'Madwoman of Chaillot.” 


According to police, 
been despondent since 
band, Martin Kosleck, an actor, | 
had been hospitalized with spinal | 
injuries after falling from a win- 
dow in their apartment, Jan. 4. 

Among other plays in which she 
appeared were ‘Daughters’ of 
Atreus,” “Flight to the West” and 
“The Secret Room.” She had also 
appeared in several films. 





BESSIE V. HICKS 

Mrs. John A. Bowman, 70, known 
professionally as Bessie V. Hicks, | 
founder and director of the dra-! 
matic arts school bearing her name, 
died Jan. 23 in Philadelphia of a 
heart attack. 

In addition to class work and), 
laboratory performances the Bessie | 
V. Hicks school gives four or five 
plays a year in the Plays and 
Players Clubhouse which are open 
to the general public. Last year 
it had one world premiere and gave 
the first Philadelphia performance 
of “Happy Birthday.” Mrs. Bow- 
man continued active in her duties 
at the school up to the time of her 
death. 

She is survived by her husband, 
John. 








JOSEPH O. DONOVAN 
Joseph O. Donovan, 66, former | 
arbitrator in show business labor 
disputes when vaudeville was at its 
height, died Jan. 23 in Burbank, 
Cal., following a heart attack. He) 
served as director of selective serv- 
ice in California during World 
War II and as state adjutant gen- 
eral. 

For a time he was vice president | 
of the General Film Co. and ad- 
ministered the National Recovery | 
Act pix code authority. Surviving | 
are his widow, two daughters and | 
four grandchildren. 


- BALBINA BRAININA | 
Balbina Brainina, concert pian- 





|'business which he 


tN. ¥., dan. 22. 


Hole,” with Eugene Conrad, pro- 
duced by the Shuberts in 1927. 
Survived by wife and a sister. 





JESSE DAY 

Jesses Day, 57, district manager 
for Centrai States Theater Corp. 
at Fort Dodge, Iowa, died of a 
heart attack at his home in Ft. 
Dodge on Jan. 27. He had been 
with Central States for 34 years 
and had managed the Paramount, 
Orpheum, Strand, Garden and 
Paiace tneaires in Des Moines 
betore going to Fort Dodge in 
1930. He managed the Rialto and 
Strand theatres in Fort Doage 
betore becoming district manager. 

Survived by wife, a son and two 
daughters, 





HARRY PEARL | 

Harry Pearl, 59, music pub-! 
lisher’s con.act empioyee, died | 
Jan. 26 at Knickerbocker hospital, 
Ni. 2. 

He came into music field from 
his general enteriainment booking 
conducted 10) 
many years as Harry Pearl Enter- 
prises. His career in publishing 
included an .ssociation with Nick 
Kenny, Irving Berlin Music Corp. 
and, since 1945, Edward B. Marks. | 

Surviving is his wile, Helene. 





CHARLES H. WILLIS 


Charies H. Willis, 91, tound of 
the Willis Music Co., died in Cin- 
cinnati, Jan. 27. He started with 
the former John Church Co., music 
publishers, in 1872 and was with 
that firm for 27 years until he set 
up his own company. 

Survived by a daughter, grand- 
daughter and great-grandson. His 
wife died in 1945. 


EUGENE V. SWEENEY 
Eugene V. Sweeney, 63, retired 
actor, died at his home in Yonkers, 
Sweeney began his stage career | 
in dramatic stock and later ap-| 
peared on Broadway, mostly in 
productions of the late George M. | 
Cohan. 
Survived by wife, three daugh- 
ters, a brother and three sisters. 





ARQUE DICKERSON 


Arque Dickerson, 49, bandleader, 
died at the Saranac Lake, N. Y 
general hospital, Jan. 21, after a 
long illness. 

For the past three 
directed his own orchestra at 
Durgan’s and The Birches, Saranac | 
Lake niteries. | 

Surviving are his wife, son and | 
two daughters. 





ISABEL O’MADIGAN 
Isabel O’Madigan, 79, who had, 
been a stage and screen actress for | 
half a century, died in Los Angeles, | 
Jan. 23. | 
Since going to California 15 


cluding “The Egg and I” and “‘Ma' 
and Pa Kettle.” 


MAYFIELD KAYLOR 


Mayfield Kaylor, 47 radio and 
television director, died Jan. 24 
in Pasadena after a long illness. He 
was a newspaperman in Indianap- 
olis before moving to Hollywood 
in 1930. 

At the time of his final illness, 
Kaylor was associated with Walter | 
McGreery, Ine. ‘| 


LEON LEVY 


Leon Levy, 55, filmhouse man-— 
ager, died Jan. 25 in Los Angeles, | 
a suicide. Over a period of 20 








lins, film actor, died at her home 
in Roslyn, L. L, Jan. 24. 

Prior to her marriage she had 
appeared in silent films as Jose- 
phine Norman. Rawlins died in 
1947. 





John F. Jackson, 50, film editor, 
died Jan. 20 in Hollywood. 





Charles Schoenbaum, 57, camera- 
man, died Jan. 22 in his Beverly 
Hills home after a cerebral hemor- 
rhage. Starting with Famous 
Players in 1916, Schoenbaum 
worked in recent years at Metro. 





Edmond George Carley, 58, 
statistician with Universal Pictures 
in New York, died there, Jan. 27. 
Survived by wife, two sons and 
three daughters. 





Mrs. Bertha Weaver Menninger, 
who sang in New York in Victor 


| Herbert operetias, died in Coving- 


ton, Ky., Jan. 27. 
daughter and son. 


Nellie Watkins, 67, 
tress known as Nellie Reed, was 
found dead Jan. 26 in a desert 
cabin near Rosamond, Cal. 


Survived by 





former ac- 





Ivan Noc, 49, Yugoslavian con- 
cert pianist, died in a plunge from 
a bridge.in Washington, Jan. 25. 
Survived by wife. 





Mrs. Rebecca Rubin, 78, mother 
of comedian Benny Rubin, died in 
Chelsea, Mass., Jan. 28. Surviving 
also are six other sons. 





Milliam Benedict Cahoon, 91, vet 
stage and screen actor, died in 
Darien, Conn., Jan. 28. 





Father of Sal La Perch, trumpet 
player formerly with Benny Good- 
man and Tommy Dorsey, died at 


his home in Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. 





William J. O'Connell, stage man- 
ager of Loew’s Poli in New Haven, 


died in that city Jan. 22. 





Mother, 74, of Charles Hogan, 
Chi agent, died in Chicago, Jan. 22. 


MARRIAGE 





Kay Buckley to J. Arthur 
Warner, Jan. 22, Juarez, Mex. 
Bride is a screen actress; he’s a 


| Wall St. broker and film financier. 
, Doreen Perry to Paul Ermatin- 
ger, Jan. 27, in Los Angeles. He’s 
‘the son of Peter Ermatinger, man- 


years he) ager of the Biltmore theatre, L.A 


legit house. 


Joyce Mogill to Gene Allen, 
Chicago, Jan. 22. He’s partnered 
« er ae of Allen & Mar- 
shall. 


Helen Brown to Samuel H. Pren- 
tis, New London, Conn., Jan. 26. 
He’s a retired theatre operator 
there. 


Jan Streate to James M. Cox, Jr., 
Miami Beach, Jan. 27. He's a 


‘years ago she had appeared in! newspaper and radio executive in 
‘character roles in many films, in-| Florida, Georgia and Ohio. 


Mari Farrell to Lieut. William 
Angus Perry, U.S.N.R., Albany, 
Jan. 27. Bride is daughter of An- 
thony Brady Farrell, legit producer 
and owner of the Mark Hellinger 
theatre, N. Y. 


Marjorie Fisher to Albert Alfus, 
- Y., Jan. 31. Bride is TV pro- 
ucer. 


Nancy Walker to David Craig, 
Hoboken, N. J., Jan. 29. Bride is 
comedienne; he’s a writer. 


Bergen Frightened 
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ist, died of a heart attack in New! years he managed a number of in TV theatres don’t understand 


York, Jan. 28. 

Born in Moscow, she _ studied , 
with Wanda Landowska_ and 
Ignace Paderewski. She made her 
debut in this country in 1937 at 
Carnegie Hall, an had _soper- 
formed at Town Hall in 1948-49-50, 
where she was scheduled to give a | 





concert Feb. 14. She also had | 
played at Lewissohn Stadium in 
1950. 





MARGARET M. CLANCY | 

Mrs. Margaret McManus Clancy, 
55, executive secretary for the last 
18 years to Spyres Skouras, prexy | 
of 20th-Fox, died in New York, | 
Jan. 26. She had been stricken ill | 
at her office and after being rushed | 
to the Polyclinic hospital, died of 
a heart attack. 

She had been with the film com-, 
pany for 30 years. 

Survived by her husband, 
Charles, a retired policeman; two. 
brothers and four sisters. 


GEORGE V. DILL i 
George V. Dill, 69, actor, died 





in New. York, Jan, 25... Born in 


4 ; 


firstrun theatres, including War-| 
ners Hollywood and Wiltern. 

At the time of his death he was. 
in charge of the Arlington, a neigh- 
borhood house. 
| 

JOE CAPPO | 

Joe Cappo, 44, orch leader, died 
at Mason, Mich., Jan. 23 of a heart 
attack. One of the first band 
leaders to sign with Music Corp. of 
America. he was known as leader 
of the “Egyptian Serenaders.” 

In recent vears he had been play- 
ing at a ballroom near Lansing, 
Mich. 








PAUL SULLIVAN 

Paul Sullivan, former actor, died! 
Jan. 24 in the Veteran’s hospital, 
Castle Point. N. Y., after a pro- 
longed illness. 

Sullivan had played vaude cir- 
cuits for several vears. until illness 
forced retirement. 

Survived by a brother. 





MRS. JOSEPHINE RAWLINS 
Mrs. Josephine Rawlins, former 
actress and widow of Herbert Raw- 


° ‘ i 


a particular comedian’s style, Ber- 


gen feels, and consequently sit on 
their hands. 

Audience’ problem is projected 
differently in  vidpix. Because 
background laughs add to the im- 
pact, many scenes are lensed with 
spectators. Others, which depart 
from the customary ventriloquist 


setup, can’t be shot on a stage. 


Although some producers have sug- 
gested dubbing laughs from disks 
onto the sound track, Bergen be- 
lieves there isn’t a techniciah who 
knows enough about laughs to do a 
perfect job. 
Vidfilm Solution 

A possible solution, he said, is 
that used by Amos ‘'n’ Andy on 
their vidfilm, which was run for a 
theatre audience whose vocks were 
recorded and added to the finished 
print. For his next show Bergen 


, plans to shoot non-audience scenes 


with eight or 10 characters on the 
set to provide the chuckles and cue 
an additional dozen extras lauching 
it up off-camera. This would bridge 


3 
audience and non-audience seg 
ments. 


Guffaws have to be carefully 


timed, Bergen believes, in order 
not to drown lines that follow. 
Giggles and titters have to be 


geared to the small family viewing 
group rather than the hearty peals 
of the large theatre. 

Audience response is also impor- 
tant in AM. Bergen-McCarthy has 
just done two suaows for service 
establishments, with two more to 
go. The fast and free yocks of 
GIs can make a stanza more effec- 
tive, while an audience of dead- 
heads serves as a damper, Bergen 
points out. His broadcasts, inci- 
dentally, are taped to trim over- 
long cheers and whistles. 

One factor delaying’ Bergen’s 
full-scale entry into video is that 
in the medium’s current phase pup- 
pets and audience participvationcrs 
seem to get as big ratings as top- 
bracket comedic airers. For that 
reacon, he believes, established AM 
performers can wait out this ten- 
porary cycle. Radio is still the 
monev-maker, he feels, and his AM 
show has a 17.7 Nie!sen, is in third 
p’ace and is still climbin, despite 
the powerful opposition of Ed Sul- 
livan and the Co'vate comics on 
TV and “Stop the Music” on radio 

Ventriloouist would like to sce 
the nets establish a school] for tele 
talent and a method of breaking in 
new shows and material. He 
stresses that TV must avoid becom- 
ing merely a routinized merchan- 
dising medium, which would kill 
the showmanship that’s required to 
give video maturity. 














‘Father’ Profits ie 
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the rights to revert to the authors 
and producer seven years after 
first release, which was in August, 
1947. Thus, Serlin and playwrights 
Howard Lindsay and Russel 
Crouse, who adapted the original 
magazine sketches by Clarence 
Day, will get back the rights to the 
property in three more years. Then 
they can negotiate a new deal with 
Warners or perhaps dispose of the 
rights elsewhere. 

Meanwhile, there is reportedly 
some studio interest in the rights 
to “Life with Mother,” the legit 
sequel dramatized by Lindsay and 
Crouse from additional Day mate- 
rial and using most of the same 
characters. 














Film Theatres | 
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provement is being felt only on 
big pix. They show a real strength. 
There have been several in recent 
months which have done _ particu- 
larly well. They include “Kim,” 
“King Solomon’s Mines,” “At War 
| With the Army” and “Halls of 
Montezuma.” 

Aside from product, theatremen 
are completely uncertain as to 
what’s caused the improvement at 
the b.o. They figure everything 
‘counts in it from lessened interest 
in TV shows to an oncoming of 
war jitters, which hypoed filmgo- 
ing during the last fracas. 





BIRTHS 


Mrs. Robert’ Finn, 
‘daughter, Hollywood, Jan. 21, 
| Father is a screen writer. 

' Mr. and Mrs. Dave Gifford, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. 
Father’s a bandleader. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bruce White, 
,daughter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 17, 
| Father’s asst. film editor-at station 

WDTV. 


Mr. and Mrs. Maurie Lishon, son, 
Chicago, Jan. 23. Father is WBBM- 
CBS staff musician. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Piatt, 
daughter, Chicago, Jan. 24. Father 
is WCFL program director. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Sturges, son, 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. Father is a 
director at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Novins, son, 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. Father is di- 
a@ector of public affairs for the 
Columbia Pacific network. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Gardner, 
son, Hollywood ,Jan. 19. Father is 
exec assistant to King Bros. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul  Picerni, 
daughter, Culver City, Jan. 24, 
Mother is former musical comedy 
actress, Marie Mason; father is a 
screenplayer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hamilton, 
deughter, Forest Hills, L. I., Jan. 
26. Father is a Skouras theatre 


Mr. and 


manager; mother is singer Vicki 
Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Riccardo, 
daughter, New York. Jan. 29. 


Feather is vocalist with Elliot Law- 
rence orch. 
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oe FALL TOUR | 
~e September 26........ SHERBROOKE | 
September 29,......... MONTREAL 
October 2....... NEW YORK CITY ) 
| a Eee EVANSTON 
Geteber 6 oc. ive BLOOMINGTON 
Getober 8B...cccces INDIANAPOLIS 
eer UO vecccceseusseccus LIMA ) 
id TOPS - ee AKRON | 
October 19......... EAST LANSING 
SOO BO cckcde bee ee LEXINGTON 
IN NS ere COLUMBUS ) 
October 31......OKLAHOMA CITY | 
RADIO AND CONCERT ae SP errreT ere TULSA ' 
November 8........ MINNEAPOLIS 
November 10 ........... SYRACUSE 
Movember 14....... BATON ROUGE 
November 16.,........ SHREVEPORT 


November 30............ TORONTO 
December 5......... NEW HAVEN 
= 1OP8 = December 7........ YOUNGSTOWN 


SPRING TOUR 


IN February 12 ........... SAVANNAH 

Pemruary US ..wccccccees SARASOTA 

TELEVISION Pe Si csesadeveens NASHVILLE 

February 20 ......... BIRMINGHAM 

February 22 ........ MONTGOMERY 

February 26......... SPARTANBURG 

ee. © cscs adevaceeen ATLANTA 

SS eer ere. BOULDER 

Guest Appearances — —— eee LARAMIE 

8 DePVee Te SALT LAKE CITY 

Jan. | — FIRESTONE, TV and Radio Morch aia ii can . adel OGDEN 

kT ee SACRAMENTO 

Jan. T— ED SULLIVAN Show March 23 ........... LOS ANGELES 

tin gaa ity seated BERKELEY 

Jan. (4—ED SULLIVAN Show NE Re PORTLAND 

i Err BREMERTON 

om SS Nr TLE 

Feb. 25—THE BIG SHOW eee scan 

Mar. 4— ED SULLIVAN Show Apel 12 <oseseccseee CALGARY 

ik ERR ere SASKATOON 

Mar. 18 — BERGEN-McGARTHY April — RE. WINNIPEG 

M 25 BERGEN M CA _ _  e — 
oo _£ PPEPOetS Perr ey YPSILA 

- “me RTHY Apri PEE REY CHICAGO 

nt Siacencedawdas PARKERSBURG 

8 Pre re CHARLESTON 

Tn? IP sescucsodeoncie KNOXVILLE 





RCA VICTOR-Red Seal Records MY 18 oe eeeeeeeeene 


ee ewe eee eens 


se ee ee eee eee eeee 











Management: LAWRENCE EVANS & WEINHOLD, INC. | 


Division: COLUMBIA ARTISTS MANAGEMENT, INC. 
113 WEST 57TH STREET, NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 








